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Soaking in...

Gospel  Saturation

...Dripping



We are so  

   saturated,  
so filled 
        with Jesus,  
              that we  
                  cannot  
           help but  

drip on others 
              through  

  gospel  
       living... 

see page 5



For access to the library of  
current and past issues of  
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• salvation by grace through faith in Christ Jesus. 
• the Bible as the inspired Word of God. The Bible is our  
   authority for our faith and daily conduct. 
• baptism of believers, by immersion, witnessing to our  
   acceptance of Christ as Savior and Lord. 
• freedom of thought under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
• the congregational form of church government. Every  
   church member has the right to participate in the  
   decision-making process of the church.
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might be wondering who Seventh Day Baptists are.  
Like other Baptists, we believe in:

God commanded that the seventh day (Saturday) be kept holy. 
Jesus agreed by keeping it as a day of worship. We observe 
the seventh day of the week (Saturday) as God’s Holy Day as an 
act of loving obedience—not as a means of salvation. Salvation 
is the free gift of God through Jesus our Lord. It is the joy of the 
Sabbath that makes SDBs a people with a difference.
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What is gospel saturation? On an individual basis, gospel saturation refers to God 
causing us to receive Jesus Christ—to soak in Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord. The 
key to including saturation in this phrase is the idea that we soak in Jesus to the point 
of being unable to contain the gospel within ourselves—we cannot help but drip His 
goodness on others. We cannot help but engage in public witness of our faith. 
 
Immersion 
 

In many ways, gospel saturation begins with immersion in Him. The gospel soaks in 
through personal commitment and public profession of our faith. God enables a soak-
ing in of Jesus Christ that causes a change in our identity and the beginning of a new 
life. But the story continues. 
 
Equipping for Dripping 
 

Gospel saturation is also dripping. We continue growing in our faith, even during 
daunting life challenges. We experience God’s presence with us, we catch clearer 
glimpses of Who He truly is. We increasingly recognize His voice and the joy of walk-
ing with Him. But this is not just for ourselves, we are simultaneously equipped to be 
ready to share our faith with others. This is not an unnatural act—it is simply a part 
of living. We are so saturated, so filled with Jesus, that we cannot help but drip on 
others through gospel living and public faith witness.   
 
SDB Gospel Saturation 
 

Gospel saturation is not simply about individuals though. We are called as a General 
Conference to be immersed in the gospel and drip the gospel. Everything that we say 
and do is bathed by gospel Word and deed. Every ministry, every endeavor, every  
initiative, every expenditure is gospel saturated. We do not simply create a slice of 
“evangelism” ministry that is conducted by a handful of people. We are committed  
together to live out the gospel in winsome ways through Word and deed that high-
lights the Good News of Jesus. 
 
Our Commitment 
 

As a Conference, we are committed to ensuring that we are both soaking in Jesus as 
our Lord and Savior, and also dripping His goodness on those around us. We are not 
looking to create one more evangelism program. We are called to a culture of satura-
tion— in which we are increasingly looking and sounding like Jesus Christ—publicly 
living like Jesus Christ and speaking the truths of Jesus Christ. 
 

We are committed to equipping disciples of Jesus Christ to intentionally share their 
faith through the “dripping” that happens with Jesus as our Lord and Savior. While 
saturation is a natural part of our discipleship process, we need to be honest—dis-
tractions in life happen. We need to be exceptionally vigilant to soak in and drip the 
gospel in very intentional ways. The Conference is committed to partnering with 
churches and individuals to ensure that the gospel continues to saturate all that we 
do and say as individuals and churches. This is an exciting call that God has invited us 
into—to share Jesus, the One Whom we love so deeply, with the people around us.  
 

For more information about gospel initiatives and resources, contact Director Nick 
Kersten at nkersten@seventhdaybaptist.org. 
 
1 For more information about gospel saturation from the perspective of a primary advocate, see: Vanderstelt, 
Jeff. 2015. Saturate: Being Disciples of Jesus in the Everyday Stuff of Life. Wheaton, IL: Crossway.

Gospel Saturation1

SR
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By definition, the word saturation refers to “the state 
or process that occurs when no more of something 
can be absorbed, combined with, or added.” Quite 
naturally, the logical question that arises within the 
context of Gospel Saturation is how does this notion 
become the lived reality within the body of Christ, 
with all of the individual members existing as one? Is 
it possible to have so much of Christ dwelling within 
us that our “cup runneth over” as King David penned 
in the twenty-third Psalm? Or perhaps we have been 
misled into believing that this saturation process is 
merely a layer of sanctification requiring that we give 
up some of who we are, with the intent of becoming 
more like Christ. Notwithstanding such obscurity, 
however, before Christ can be poured out into us to 
the point of overflow, the vessels of our very being 
must of necessity be completely emptied of both self 
and pride. 
 
Admittedly, the question noted above is in fact an age- 
old one merely worded differently, which emanates 
from the days of the prophet Ezekiel in which the 
question was presented to him from God: “Son of 
man, can these dry bones live?” What became abun-
dantly clear to the Prophet was that living bones grow 
and thrive in living bodies that are saturated in blood 
that gives life. Dry bones, on the other hand, are life-
less and are as dry as the frame upon which they 
hang. In the same manner, gospel saturation goes 
beyond the cliché of “WWJD” (What Would Jesus 
Do?) to “what does Jesus do” in and through my life? 
The gospel saturation process speaks to a Spirit-filled 
life, and sacrificial love becomes the very heartbeat 
and source of sustaining life both in the church and 
within the life of the believer. A Christ-centered life 
cannot be dichotomized. He either has all of me or 
none of me— there is no in between. So how does 
this narrative fit within a broken world, and broken 
system where love is nowhere to be found? The reality 
is God specializes in the area of brokenness. The Pro-

phet Jeremiah eventually understood this principle 
when he was sent to the Potter’s house for an object 
lesson (Jeremiah 18). Broken lives and dreams are not 
terminal in the capable hands of the Potter. Gospel 
saturation can lead us to our greatest victory in acti-
vating a broken and a contrite heart that leads to true 
repentance, in place of a sacrifice of bulls and un-
blemished lambs.  
 
So if we are to experience gospel saturation in our 
lives and within our church communities, we have to 
experience the gospel itself. In other words, the love 
of God can not merely exist as an intellectual experi-
ence. The love from God must be shed abroad in our 
hearts and lives to the point that it literally explodes 
and impacts everything and everyone that stands 
within close proximity to our very lives. For it is im-
possible for us to give the world what we ourselves do 
not possess, nor have ever experienced personally. 
When the body is dead, and void of life, the heart must 
be revived again. The heart of the matter therefore is 
love, and it has always been love. Love is an independ-
ent act of the will; it is the act of mirroring God at  
the core. The substance that flows out of the life of a 
gospel-saturated heart is a love that goes beyond 
emotion and acts sacrificially. The world is not hunger-
ing for a new explanation of Christianity; it is hunger-
ing for a substantiation of our Christianity.  
 
 

Pastor Jamaal Fyffe is the hus-
band of Sheena Fyffe, and the 
father of Manoah, Saraeyah and 
Judah. He serves as Pastor of the 
Open Arms SDB Church  
in Toronto. The Open Arms 
Ministry is a community-based 
church with an “all hands on 
deck” culture, that is also mis-
sional and Christ-centered.

SR

Love from God 

By Pastor Jamaal Fyffe
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Continued on next page...

Are You Overflowing with the Gospel? 
 

By Amanda Langley

Before we dive into Gospel Saturation we need to talk about the gospel. Many 
Christians or church members will tell you that they believe in the gospel but 
when pressed to say what that means they usually can’t find the words.  
 
I recently posted a question on my Facebook page that said, “Non-Christians 
only: What is the gospel?” One friend replied with “good news;” another replied 
with “first four books of the New Testament” (referring to the Gospels not the 
Gospel); and another posted a Gif of the muses from Hercules singing, “The 
Gospel Truth.” All of those answers sadly came from friends of mine that were 
raised in the church and once called themselves Christians. When I asked my 
friend who answered “the good news” what that meant he replied, “Jesus saves 
man.” But still—from what? 
 
Are we in the church actually  
sharing the gospel or just 
catchy phrases that can be 
worn on Youth T-shirts? I 
hope that these friends of 
mine, who once sat in the 
pews every week of their 
childhood, actually learned 
about the gospel more than 
they wanted to share on a 
public platform.   
 
When I was in college I had  
a friend with whom I spent 
quite a bit of time. She ended 
up trusting me enough to let 
me cut her hair in my dorm 
once! That was a lot of fun for 
me, and a lot of bravery on her 
part. Not long after that, I was 
scrolling through my social 
media and saw that a young 
woman my age had been mur-
dered in my area. I clicked on 
the article and there was my 
friend’s name and picture. I was in total shock. And then I realized that I have 
no idea of her spiritual standing, and she probably didn’t know mine. I had 
never once mentioned to her the most important information that I had. I 
never asked her anything about her faith. 
 
I once went to a sermon that I’ll never forget. The preacher had a big hamburger 
on stage. It was dinner time and we were all hungry. He then started talking 
about how hungry we must all be. Then how thankful he was to have that ham-
burger. He then began to eat that hamburger in front of us. Once he swallowed 



8  December 2020 • SR

a couple of bites, he explained that that’s what we look like—going to church 
and Bible study, praying and reading our Bible, filling ourselves up with the 
Word but never sharing it with the rest of the world. He then asked his friends 
in the front row if they wanted any. Some said no, but others stood up to grab  
a piece.  
 
The gospel simply put is this: We are all sinners and cannot have a relationship 
with God on our own (Romans 3:23). God in His love sent His son to die in our 
place (John 3:16). If we say with our mouths that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
our hearts that God raised Jesus from the dead, then we will be saved and can 
live with God forever (Romans 10:9). That is really good news! And once you 
understand it, believe it, and receive it, saturation is an unstoppable side effect. 
Saturation is where you are so full of Jesus that your cup overflows and you 
can’t help but share it. Everyone you meet should be in the splash zone!  
 
Matthew 5:14-16: You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be  
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it  
on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your  
light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father  
in heaven. 
 
So what does this mean in your individual life? I can tell you ways that I use  
my talents to reach people that I have been called to minister to. But you are 
not me, and the people God has chosen for you to reach are each individuals. 
Did Jesus spit on dirt to make mud and put them on the eyes of every person 
He met? No. But He did for one because that’s what he needed from Him  
(John 9). Even the first time that people were called to Jesus, the wise men 
were called by a star and the shepherds had angels come for them. But if we  
fill ourselves with the Holy Spirit and eagerly want to share Jesus with the 
world, He will guide our steps and make our paths straight.  
 
You can probably recognize a person who is so full of love for something that it 
overflows onto everyone they meet. You can see it in everything they do: they 
can’t wait to talk with you about rescuing dogs, their football team, their favor-
ite movies, their political stances, their grandchildren, coffee, or fill in the 
blank. But do those same people talk about the love of Christ with half as much 
excitement? Do you? Do I? Do we jump happily at every chance we can get to 
share the love of Christ? Are we excited to change our schedules or get out of 
our comfort zones if it will just reach one person for Christ? Are we praying to 
God like we understand the Gospel with humility and praise but also in trem-
bling for our family who doesn’t?  
 
All of this to ask two questions. Do you understand the Gospel? What are you 
overflowing with? Because you’re probably overflowing with something.  
 
 
Amanda Langley lives in Texarkana, AR, and reaches out to her community through 
a woman’s group called Ladies Circle. She opens up the meeting to all of her friends, 
saved and nonbelievers, on Facebook Live Sabbath mornings to discuss the Bible. Then 
through the rest of the week Amanda calls, texts, writes letters to, and prays for each 
woman as they walk toward Christ together. Amanda is an artist but her main passion 
is reaching the lost and building a strong family. 

SR
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at every  

chance we  
can get  
to share  
the love  

of Christ?
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By Nick Kersten 
Director of Education and History 

 
Even as God is in the process of saturating the world with the good news of salvation by grace 
through faith in Jesus Christ, there are spiritual forces and human sinful tendencies that tempt all 
of us to depart from “the faith that was once and for all entrusted to the saints” (Jude 1:3), to 
another Gospel. This human tendency has been identified clearly in the New Testament epistles 
as well as by nearly every significant theologian in Christian history, from Augustine to C.S. Lewis. 
There is a true Gospel. There are also false ones. How can we know the real Gospel when we hear 
it? What identifies a false gospel? 

The first and most obvious tests for determining the real Gospel are Biblical. The texts themselves 
tell us what the real Gospel is and what false ones look like. As one example, the real Gospel will 
always proclaim that Jesus came in the flesh (1 John 4:13). Likewise, no one who believes the real 
Gospel curses Jesus (1 Corinthians 12:3). The real Gospel is honest about sin and human fallenness, 
God’s forgiveness, and the call to holy living. In addition, the Bible tells us as believers what we 
can expect from the unbelieving world. A Gospel which denies or promises to protect us from 
what the Bible promises we will experience (suffering, for example) is not the real Gospel. 

There is also a second group of tests, which spring from the Biblical tests, and relate to the scope 
of the Gospel. The good news of Jesus Christ is sufficient to save every person who has ever 
lived. If that is true, that means that we can also know that… 

…any supposed Gospel that would not be good news for all the people currently alive 
is not the real Gospel. False teaching will exalt individuals, groups and secular nations 
instead of Jesus Christ and will make unhealthy connections between any identity besides 
Christ and the saving of the world. This exaltation of people instead of Christ can come in 
any way that people divide themselves: economically, ethnically, geographically, politically, 
racially, religiously, sexually, or otherwise. Cults that suggest one person has special 
revelation from God also fit in this category, as do the many historical examples of nation
alistic brands of Christianity where God depends on a secular nation in a special way to 
accomplish His will. If it’s not good news for all the people on earth right now, it’s not the 
real Gospel. 

…any supposed Gospel that would not be good news for the generations of believers 
who have come before us is not the real Gospel. If a teaching wouldn’t make sense 
(because of its content, not its context) to the first century believer in Palestine, or Africa, 
or Rome, the believer in medieval Europe, or the believer suffering persecution in China 
70 years ago, then it’s not the real Gospel. Contexts change. The truth of the Scriptures 
does not. 

These secondary tests require us to know enough about our world and the history of our faith to 
be able to get perspective on what we hear. We are always in danger of believing a false Gospel 
when we sinfully separate ourselves from people God loves or lose connection with the genera
tions of believers who have come before us. It is easy to lose perspective. The real Gospel and the 
story of its work in our world always brings us back to the truth. 

No matter how we would try to discern false Gospels, our best defense is our own continued engage
ment with the real one. There is an ofttold story about how the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
historically trained their officers to identify counterfeit currency. Rather than presenting officers 
with an array of counterfeits, officers were presented instead with real currency and told to learn 
and know the real thing—if you know the real thing, the counterfeit will always stand out. In the 
end, the best defense against false doctrine is to seek hard after the real Jesus and trust in the 
true Gospel.  As always, if the real Gospel is going to go out from us, it will be a result of the real 
Gospel at work IN us. May you, by the Holy Spirit’s leading and the Scripture’s firm guidance, trust 
fully in the true Gospel of Jesus Christ in this difficult season.

Really Good News:  
Ways To Know the Real Gospel and Avoid False Gospels 
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In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth… 

When Genesis records creation, it notes that earth itself was pronounced good by God. 
When God makes the people, He pronounces those results “very good.” The earth was 
perfect, and filled with His glory. The people walked in the goodness of perfect relation
ship with God, and they were filled and fulfilled by that relationship. All the news was 
only good, all the time. 
 

“You will not surely die.” 
It remained that way until the serpent whispered the first of the bad news: he contra
dicted God’s pronouncements. The people, unaware of bad news, but desirous of some
thing better than what God had given them, followed after the serpent, believing the 
first bad news, and received their punishment: death and separation from God. They 
had broken the relationship, and now were left to struggle with themselves and the 
good earth they had marred, to try and find scraps of good news from what remained. 
The early returns were not encouraging, with one of their children murdering another 
and subsequently being separated from them even further. 
 

“The only impulse of their hearts was only evil all the time.” 

The news only got worse from there: humanity spiraled down into selfishness and sin 
until they were so debased that they were only evil all the time—saturated in sin. In  
response, God covered the earth with wrath and water, leaving only one faithful man 
and his family. But from this one man and his family, hope would spring. 
 

“…your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name ‘He 
Laughs.’  I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting  
covenant for his offspring after him…” 

Abraham and Sarah followed God’s call and were faithful, but waiting for their promised 
son, they tried on their own to fulfill God’s good promise. Ultimately though, God was 
proved faithful and Isaac was born. Abraham passed the testing of his faith, being will
ing to offer up even his own son in obedience to God’s will. God’s promise to Abraham 
was an eternal legacy: a name that would be a blessing to all people. Isaac, the promised 
son, bore two brothers whose rivalry led to division. One of those brothers, Jacob, was 
called by God to carry the blessing as God made him a mighty nation—Israel. God’s will
ingness to call and direct even broken people was good news for Abraham’s family. 
 

“…you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and 
all your soul, and with all your might.” 

The children of Israel eventually found themselves in bondage in Egypt. But God heard 
their cries and delivered them by mighty signs and wonders in the forms of plagues: bad 
news for Egypt but good news for Israel. He delivered them to a mountain, where He 
gave them rules so that He could dwell among them. For the first time since the Garden, 
people and God would live together again. God promised to make them His treasured 
possession, and that was very good news for God’s people. 

The First Saturation 
By Nick Kersten
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All biblical quotations in this piece are substantively from the ESV Bible. 

A partial list of the Scriptures referenced here: Genesis 1:1, Genesis 1:31, Genesis 3:4, Genesis 4, Gen
esis 6:5, Genesis 7, Genesis 16, Genesis 17:19, Genesis 2122, Genesis 22:18, Genesis 25, Genesis 
32:22, Exodus 12, Exodus 812, Exodus 19:5, Deuteronomy 6:5, 1 Samuel 8:7, Ezekiel 36:26,28, Mat
thew 1:21, Luke 2:10, Luke 19:10, Ephesians 2:45, Colossians 2:9, Revelation 21:18.

 

“…they have rejected me from being king over them.” 
While God’s people wanted His benefits, including the land promised to them, they 
were less excited about His rule and reign in their everyday lives, soon preferring an 
earthly king over their Heavenly Father. But even through their request for a king 
and the subsequent failures of those kings, God was bringing forth His plan. Even 
their disobedient flight from His rule would ultimately be the path for His  
salvation to come, and His kingdom to triumph. 
 

‘…I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within 
you…and you shall be my people, and I shall be your God…” 

Working through the brokenness of Israel and Judah’s failures, God promised still 
more through His prophets: that He would change His people from the inside out 
so that He could dwell with them again perfectly, just as it was in the beginning. 
And the prophets hinted this perfection would be for more than just some people: 
it would be for all people—the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham. Salvation 
would come from Abraham, Issac and Israel for all people: it would be very good 
news. 
 

“She will bear a son, and you shall call him ‘the LORD 
Saves,’ for he will save his people from their sins.” 

One of the offspring from that broken line of kings was coming. He was present 
with God in the beginning, and from Him and through Him, and to Him were (and 
are) all things. He was coming to invade. He was coming to deliver. He was coming 
to liberate. He was coming to heal. His name was Jesus. 
 

“And an angel of the Lord appeared to them. And the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. And the 
angel said to them, ‘Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news 
of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the King and 
Lord.” 

And from the birth of Jesus in the city of kings, this good news has continued to 
saturate the earth: God has come in bodily form to seek and save the lost  
because of His great love. Those who follow Him will find forgiveness for sin, rest 
from striving, peace from brokenness, and empowerment for holy living. They will 
find a King and Kingdom worth serving. And the work of that Kingdom is to carry 
as heralds the message of that Kingdom until it saturates the whole world. A new 
heaven and earth is coming where once again God will find His dwelling with 
people and all will once again be “very good.”   
 
As God saturates His church, so His church saturates the world with the good 
news. May this season be filled to overflowing with the goodness of King Jesus and 
His Kingdom as we revel in it ourselves and share it with our broken world. SR
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The Healing Power of Christmas

It was a pleasantly warm Christmas Eve Night. A gentle breeze was 
blowing to keep the temperature at a comfortable 70 degrees. The 
moon peeped in and out from behind the clouds as they drifted by, 
casting light and shadows on the trees and plants outside. They 
seemed to reverberate the message that it is time...time to slow down, 
enjoy the moment, and enjoy being with family and friends. The very 
atmosphere seemed charged with joy, peace, love, memories, 
friendship, kindness, gentleness—in a word, sweetness! The birth of 
Jesus Christ was prevalent. A Christmas carol was playing in the 
background. My mind moved indoors where my mother had made her 
usual dozen Christmas Fruit Cakes which were sitting on the dining 
room table. She made them to give as gifts. They were pristine: shiny, 
aromatic, filling the entire house with the flavors of orange and 
pineapple peels, raisins, maraschino cherries, molasses, brown sugar, 
butter, cinnamon, and vanilla. Each year, we soaked the dried, diced 
peels and raisins in rum and every year at this time, my mother, a 
skilled chef and baker, would call all her daughters to help her. We 
started baking two to three days before Christmas Eve so we would 
have the cakes ready for delivery on Christmas Eve. It was truly a family 
affair: my was job to enjoy licking the bowl clean; my father coming 
later to sample the finished product; my sisters and I washing the 
baking dishes; my brother coming in and out of the house taking dips in 
the batter and grabbing a sample or two. We handmade these cakes, 
blending the rum-soaked fruits into a puree, making a small batch in 
the mixer and then getting a large bowl to mix the larger portions. 
Labor-intensive but well worth it.  
 
Our home smelled delicious enough to eat. Now, this type of cake is 
nothing like the fruit cakes sold in the United States of America. It is so 
much a part of our culture that they grace weddings as well...very 
special cake. As part of the season, we celebrate with a sweetened 

He brought 

 the Kingdom  

of Heaven  

to Earth and  

our world  

would never  

be the same.
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Continued on next page...

drink called sorrel made from the red flowers of the sorrel plant and spiced 
with ginger and cloves. Poinsettias beautify landscapes and public areas as 
the red leaves come into full bloom in mid-December and last for several 
months. All around, homes are decorated with lights and streamers. The 
stores and malls are open later than usual to handle the shopping demands. 
Yet, there was always for me a “sweetness” about Christmas; a healing that 
soothed my soul and my heart, comforted me, and cleansed me. I felt that 
Heaven had come to Earth once again.  
 
Born in the beautiful tropical island of Jamaica, I knew Christmas as always 
being warm. Always! It may have gotten to 65 degrees one year and boy, did 
we bundle up then. But, no matter where I was, Christmas had a charm that  
no other time of the year had. It brought with it a healing power that was 
reminiscent of the Healing Power of Jesus Christ. It made me reflect on Jesus 
coming to Earth from Heaven, from the realms that are unseen, the realms 
where GOD the Father exists into the realm of where I exist. Now, that’s a 
grand statement that I pray we will grasp.  He came from the realms where 
GOD the Father exists into the realm where I exist (worth saying again), where 
you and I exist. Where is the realm where we exist? The physical, the material, 
the natural, we call it. But, He also came so we could enter the Spiritual, the 
Supernatural, the Unseen, the realm where He Lives, even while we are 
residents on the Earth. Currently, we enter through prayer, through worship, 
through reading and meditating on Scripture. The Holy Spirit manifests on the 
Earth in these times and I am persuaded, He can express Himself in our 
natural elements—senses, thoughts, emotions, and body.  We sing the hymn, 
“He Lives,” where the chorus says, “He walks with me and He talks with me 
along life’s narrow way. He lives! He lives, Salvation to impart! You ask me how 
I know He lives? He lives within my heart.” I think the songwriter knew 
something that is very profound and powerful. One day, however, we will enter 
as citizens of Heaven and behold our Savior and King. Can I get an amen?   
 
The connection of the spiritual with the “unspiritual,” the meeting of the 
natural and the supernatural, the enjoining of Realms was accomplished 
through the Messiah, Jesus Christ, Y’Shua. He single-handedly bridged my 
world to His, granting all who believe in Him access and transmission of His 
Divine Nature into the affairs of men. Yes, this is what the Baby born in a 
manger came to do and did do. The minute He was conceived, the Bridge was 
manifest. The minute He entered this world, He brought the Kingdom of 
Heaven to Earth and our world would never be the same.  
 
Although it is questionable that Jesus was born in December, even as a child  
I knew the LORD had put a special touch on this time of the year; maybe 
because it acknowledges His Son and the Season of His Coming to 
accomplish GOD’s Purpose of Salvation for all under the curse of sin. When 
Jesus presented on Earth as a Babe, all the Prophecies concerning Him were 
being fulfilled in Him at that very moment; the enemy’s attempts could not 
prevent the Omnipotent. Birth, growth, death, burial, and resurrection were 
happening at the same time. I have come to understand through the Holy 
Spirit, Jesus willingly came to Earth. Although this plan meant pain, agony, and 

There was  

always a 

“sweetness”  

about  

Christmas;  

a healing  

that soothed  

my soul,  

my heart, 

comforted me,  

and  

cleansed me.
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suffering for Him and the Father, Jesus knew it also 
brought joy to the Heart of the Father.  
 

Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath 
put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul 
an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he 
shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the 
Lord shall prosper in his hand. —Isaiah 53:10 

 
We know this Scripture is referring to Jesus because 
the Holy Spirit, the Author of the WORD, mentions 
here, “when thou shalt make His Soul an offering 
for sin.” Jesus was the Only One made to be a sin 
offering for all mankind.  

 
For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew 
no sin; that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in him. —2 Corinthians 5:21 

 
We cannot separate Christmas from Passover; they 
are forever joined and hence, the Prophecies are 
substantial to our faith. We have cited a few verses 
from the Book of Isaiah previously. In this Book, we 
see the prophecy of His Birth and the Healing Power 
of the Messiah He brought with Him, indicating He 
came to do both.   
 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun-
sellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace. —Isaiah 9:6 
 
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because 
the Lord has anointed me to bring good news 
to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the bro-
kenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to those who are 
bound; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, 
and the day of vengeance of our God; to com-
fort all who mourn; to grant to those who mourn 
in Zion—to give them a beautiful headdress in-
stead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, the garment of praise instead of a 
faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of 
righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he 
may be glorified. —Isaiah 61:1-3 

 

But he was wounded for our transgressions, he 
was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement 
of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes 
we are healed. —Isaiah 53:5 

 
Isaiah, son of Amoz, was the “visionary” prophet who 
had a specialized calling to handle the Messiah- 
ship Proclamation carefully and precisely, hundreds 
of years before the Incarnate set foot on the Earth. 
It was apparent the LORD trusted this Proclama-
tion to one whose name reflected His very Heart 
and hence the Spirit of the Message. The name 
Isaiah, a derivative of the Hebrew word והָיְעַׁשְיÌ 
“Yesha’yahu” means “Yahweh (YHVH) is Salvation/ 
Yahweh is Generous”. Wow! Incredible! The LORD 
echoes through the name, Isaiah, and the Message 
that GOD WANTS TO SAVE, including the natural 
aspects of man, that is his body. The means through 
which YHVH’s Salvation will be delivered to man is 
spelled out in the prophecies, promises, and vows 
written in the Book of Isaiah and elsewhere.  
 
Many may not have considered these verses as 
Prophecies and Promises about Christmas or that 
Christmas has anything to do with healing, health, 
and wellness. Well, we might have a generic 
thought that it does. Yet, as I pursue this amazing 
journey He has called us to live, Salvation in and 
through His Son Jesus Christ by His Holy Spirit, I 
am more and more convinced the Finished Work 
of Jesus Christ is entirely about every believer  
receiving the Gift of Life Eternal and its impact on 
our physical, natural world. The LORD reigns! 
Blessed be the Name of the LORD! He is King over 
life and the GOD-Sized Blessing Who came as a 
baby, wrapped in swaddling clothing, wrapped in 
human skin, bones, muscles, and flesh. He came to 
die so we could live. 

 
The people who walked in darkness have seen 
a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 
darkness, on them has light shone. —Isaiah 9:2 

 
When the LORD made man [Genesis 2:7], He 
breathed into him His Breath of Perfect Health  
with the intention that man would be a testimony 
of the One Who is Healthy. Jesus Christ, Y’Shua, is 
perfectly healthy, perfectly healed, perfectly well.  
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Herein is our love made perfect, that we 
may have boldness in the day of judgment: 
because as he is, so are we in this world. 
—1 John 4:17 

 
Isaiah wrote of the Healing Power of Christmas 
so those in the immediate and distant future 
will have hope of life eternal and all that the 
Savior came to complete through His Atoning 
Sacrifice. Jesus entered the Synagogue...  
 

And there was delivered unto him the book 
of the prophet Esaias. And when he had 
opened the book, he found the place where 
it was written, ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because he hath anointed me to preach 
the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to 
heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliver-
ance to the captives, and recovering of sight 
to the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord.’ And he closed the book, and he gave it 
again to the minister, and sat down. And the 
eyes of all them that were in the synagogue 
were fastened on him. And he began to say 
unto them, ‘This day is this scripture fulfilled 
in your ears.’ —Luke 4:17-21 

 
As we enter into the Christmas Season, let us 
remember this Scripture was fulfilled allowing 
the Healing Power of GOD to be available to us. 
We have faced a very challenging 2020 and I 
know His Healing is needed on this side of 
Heaven. Mental, physical, emotional, and spirit-
ual strains and stresses have put many at risk of 
becoming depressed, fearful, anxious, filled 
with worry, confusion, and lack of motivation. 
THERE IS HOPE! THERE IS ALWAYS HOPE. This 
season is made for US. The LORD designed it to 
help us HEAL. I keep hearing from the media, 
“Christmas may not look the same”—meaning it 
will be celebrated differently: limited gathering, 
virtual events, smaller family meetings, and a 
reduction or elimination of the usual Christmas 

activities. For the born-again believer, one thing 
that remains the same no matter what is hap-
pening is the focus is JESUS, the Truths of His 
Coming, and the Fulfillment of His Promises to 
us. I encourage us to meditate on these verses, 
allowing the Holy Spirit to minister His Truths  
of Healing to our hearts, and experiencing the 
reality of what Jesus’ First Coming to Earth  
accomplished.  
 
I can say that my Christmas experience was the 
LORD bringing His Presence to my world, my 
life, to heal me and set me free from the bond-
age of sin. I felt Him near. I knew He was near.  
I understood His Heart clearly. Even the at-
mosphere, the plants, and the physical environ-
ment were affected. That’s the Healing Power of 
Christmas.  
 

Merry Christmas, family.  
                                By Julia Coleman 

 
Christ is my life. I can say this with 
veracity and conviction. About 25 years 
ago, I had an experience of the 
supernatural kind that gave me a 
glimpse into the inner workings of the 
enemy over the lives of those on the 
Earth and the Supreme Victory 

accomplished through the Blood of Jesus Christ, my Savior 
and LORD. I was born in Kingston, Jamaica, a former member 
of Mountain View Seventh Day Baptist Church in Kingston, 
currently a member of Shiloh Seventh Day Baptist Church in 
Shiloh, New Jersey, the last of four siblings, a mother of two 
phenomenal boys, wife to one very handsome and anointed, 
Spirit-filled man, and I am committed to serving the geriatric 
population and their families. I love to sing, read, write music, 
sew, cook and clean...yeah, I know that is strange to love 
cleaning.  I was 16 years old when I made a sure commitment 
to make Jesus Christ LORD and Savior of my life. I enjoy 
worshipping the LORD; there is nothing like it. I enjoy being 
with Him through singing, art and composition, meditating on 
the WORD of GOD, prophetic surveillance, interpretive dance 
and flagging, prayer and fasting, corporate gathering, small 
group talks, and direction, and any other way He chooses. I 
look forward to the day I will see Him face to face and give 
Him the biggest, longest hug ever! May GOD bless you and 
keep you; may He make His face to shine upon you and give 
you His Shalom!

SR

He is King over life and the GOD-Sized Blessing Who came as a baby, 

wrapped in swaddling clothing, wrapped in human skin, bones,  

muscles, and flesh. He came to die so we could live. 
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So it’s Christmas Eve. Most of you are probably spending time with 
your families. Perhaps you have family that has come in from out of 
town and you are trying to find room in your house for them all. 
Maybe you will go to a Christmas Eve service where you will light 
candles or even have a live nativity. Whatever you do, I want you to 
consider one last thing before you wake to open all the presents. 
 
I want to talk about the reason for this whole season in the church 
calendar. Tonight is the night that we celebrate the birth of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. Now some of you might be saying that Jesus 
was not born in winter1. I do not want to get into much detail, but just 
know that it was possible2 for the shepherds to be in their fields on 
December 25th. 
 

Let’s look at Luke’s account. 
 
Luke tells us that there was a census. This is the reason that Joseph 
and Mary traveled from Nazareth to Bethlehem. Many of you will 
know this account from the ever famous Charlie Brown’s Christmas3. 
(On a side note, if you haven’t read the blog about Linus dropping his 
security blanket, you should4.) Now I don’t know about you, but for 
years when I read this I had the idea of Mary and Joseph going 
around from inn to inn asking for a room. Of course, there was not one 
because the city was full. Well, this is probably not what happened. 
The problem is a problem of translation. Or, as one of my seminary 
professors used to say, “the translator is a traitor.” 

1  https://www.ucg.org/the-good-news/biblical-evidence-shows-jesus-christ-wasnt- 
   born-on-dec-25 
2 https://ferrelljenkins.blog/2011/12/28/was-jesus-born-in-winter/ 
3 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKk9rv2hUfA 
4 https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/christmas-and-advent/just-drop- 
   the-blanket-the-moment-you-never-noticed-in-a-charlie-brown-christmas.html

Christmas Eve: Manger 
 

By Pastor Phil Lawton
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So the word isn’t “inn”? 

 
If you have paid close attention to my previous blogs5, you might have found 
this blog6. In it the apologetics guy tells us that the word from Luke that we 
translate “inn” is also the word used for the upper room where the apostles 
hid after the Crucifixion. The reality is that Mary and Joseph were probably 
staying with his family. After all, it says that he went to the town where he 
was from. So really the word should be translated as “guest room.” 
 
You may ask why this matters. Well there are a couple of things. First, I think 
that we have glorified the idea of a stable. I know personally I do not think of 
a stable as a lowly thing. But the whole point of the narrative is that Jesus 
was born in a lowly place. More on this later. 
 
Second, this gives us more a clue as to what life was like. The astute of you 
might have noticed that we still have the word manger being used. “How can 
this be?” you may ask. Well, in the first century the animals would have been 
kept inside. Especially if it was cold outside. (Now you understand the caveat 
at the beginning about December 25th.) 
 

What Savior really meant. 
 
So the other word that I want to talk about from Luke’s account is the word 
Savior (Σωτήρ ����������). This is a word unique to the Gospel of Luke, although we do 
find it in the writings of Paul. Regardless, savior was a word that was used of 
both men and gods before the first century. In the Greek translation of the 
Old Testament we have this word being used of people like Ehud. (Really 
great story about not letting anyone look down on you because you are dif-
ferent. Read it in Judges 3:12–4:1) It was also used of YHWH. In the secular 
world it was used of gods like Zeus and Ares. However this all changed with 
the conquest of Rome. 
 
By the time of Jesus’ birth, this word was reserved only for Caesar. In Roman 
culture Caesar was a god. There were temples built to him. So for anyone to 
use this word of anyone but Caesar was tantamount to rebellion. And here in 
Luke’s account we have the angels loudly declaring that Jesus is �����Σωτήρ and 
the shepherds talk about these things as they walk back to the field. 
 

But what does all this mean? 

 
This is where it gets really good. See, Jesus was born in a house full of Joseph’s 
family. There would have been aunts and uncles and nieces and nephews 
and grandmas and grandpas. Everyone crammed into one little house. The 
place is so packed that Mary has to deliver in the basement where the cat 
pees and the dog sleeps. Sound familiar? 

5 https://contemplatingkenosis.blogspot.com/2015/12/ 
6 http://apologeticsguy.com/2010/12/christmas-story-nativity-kataluma-inn/

Continued on next page...
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This is the place that Jesus was born. But guess 
what! This manger, this feed trough, that Jesus 
was born into becomes a throne. Why? Because 
He was savior to the world. He came to save us 
because we could not save ourselves. We tried. 
We failed. Read the Old Testament. 
 

But Jesus redeems the world. 
 
This is something strange indeed. In the first century, gods did not consort with 
humanity. Zeus would not dare come down from Mount Olympus and live with 
us. He would have been contaminated. But that is not all. In Leviticus 13 we find 
that lepers were to be excluded from the camp. Why? Because they were conta-
gious. This is the example used for sin in the Old Testament. Sin is contagious. 
Clean things cannot touch unclean things because they will be contaminated. 
This is the world that Jesus was born into. 

But, glory to God, Jesus is more contagious than sin. This is why the manger is a 
throne. Because, unlike the gods of Greece and Rome, our God touches sin and  
it vanishes. Israel could not come into the presence of God, not because God 
could not be in the presence of sin, but because in the presence of God all sin  
is burned up. Without Jesus, Israel would have come undone as well. This is the 
miracle of the manger. Jesus comes to make all things new. He transforms a 
manger into a throne. 
 

Jesus is more contagious than sin. 
 
This is no better illustrated than in Matthew 8. Jesus reaches out and touches a 
leper. And he is healed! This is the power of God. He comes to set us all free.  
Paul tells us that we are all children of God (Romans 8:16). We, who were 
enemies of God (Romans 5:10), become His sons and daughters. We are now  
co-heirs with Christ (Romans 8:17). 
 
This is the miracle of the manger. We no longer have to fear. Yes, we are born 
sinners. Yes, we were enemies of God. But our God made it possible for us to 
come to him. God in love and grace made a way for us to be in His presence.  
We can truly call him Father because the miracle of the incarnation makes the 
manger a throne and the sinner an heir. 
 

May you live into your identity as a son or daughter.  

May you see the world as God sees it: redeemed.  

May God remind you that He can make even you an heir.  

And may you have a Merry Christmas.

Continued from previous page...

SR



2,000 and some odd years ago, God’s plan to save 
humanity from eternal separation from Him went 
from potential to action. His son came to Earth, not 
in the form of a warrior, but as a baby—not to smite 
and fight but to lovingly lead people unto Himself 
and His Father. He was much anticipated, but not 
what was expected. Jesus was God’s plan for the 
redemption of humanity, the anticipation of which 
we celebrate at Christmas and its fulfillment at 
Easter.  
 
Some friends and I were having a discussion recently 
about how bittersweet the holidays tend to become 
as you get older. It started when I remarked that “I’ll 
Be Home for Christmas” is one of my favorites. My 
friend looked at me and said, “but that song is so 
sad…on second thought it makes sense.” Christmas 
just doesn’t hit the same after time changes things on 
the mortal plane. There is a certain bittersweetness 
in the victory of Christ’s birth. We know that He and 
the Father knew what was going to happen—there 
were big thorns that came with the roses.  
 
It’s easy to gloss over the dirty bits of life because we 
have hope for the future; but what about our hope 
for today? This year has been a rough one. Across the 
world we’ve had to deal with a pandemic, civil unrest, 
natural disasters and, here in the US, an election gone 
off the rails polarizing the citizens of this country. The 
Christian answer to all of this depends on who you 
ask. Wear a mask; don’t wear a mask; vote red; vote 
blue. While the answers are important, I don’t think 
they’re as important as the manner in which they’re 
given and how we treat those who disagree with us. 
Lots of people disagreed with Jesus and in most cases 
He treated even those who mocked Him with com
passion and a listening ear.  
 

I must do better (we must do better) to live like Jesus 
yearround. Right now, when a nonChristian looks at 
us—they don’t see Jesus. They see hate and division; 
right or wrong, intended or not. They see our Face
book posts, vitriol and condemnation, our expecta
tion that they conform to religious expectations 
before they can be accepted into the fold. This didn’t 
begin in 2020. Unfortunately, these sentiments have 
been there for a long time.  
 
Buckle up, we have work to do. We can’t force other 
people to be more like Christ, but we sure can focus 
on being more like Him ourselves—not just adopting 
His ideas and commandments, but also the way He 
treated people and acted. I can think of at least 
twenty times today where I’ve failed. But it’s like I 
tell my students: “All I ask is that you try, and then, 
one day if you keep trying, you’ll get it.” It isn’t easy 
to respond to people like Jesus did/would especially 
when they are antagonizing you either deliberately 
or indirectly.  
 
Right now, the Christmas season is upon us and 
usually things look a little brighter, and a little better 
during this season. We are intentionally thinking of 
our neighbors, inspired to spread the good news of 
humanity’s Savior’s birth. It’s an amazing time to 
start thinking of your neighbors and practicing how 
Jesus would respond to them: especially the ones 
who push your buttons, and especially the ones who 
push your buttons who aren’t Christian. Instead of 
ripping them to shreds, listen and find out why they 
react the way they do—then respond like Jesus. 
Begin this Christmas and carry on throughout the 
year. Merry Christmas. May Jesus help you to become 
more like Him this season and in this coming year. SR
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The Christian Answer 
By Katrina Goodrich 

Women’s Society
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     Australian journalist Matthew Knott is a 32-year-old 
U.S. correspondent for The Sydney Morning Herald. He 
was in New York City earlier this spring, celebrating a 
friend’s 30th birthday. 
     The party started out in Central Park with a socially 
distanced picnic. It was Matthew’s first group gathering 
in months due to the pandemic. Life seemed almost 
normal. 
     As nighttime approached, a handful of friends were 
eager to stay together but the bars and restaurants were 
closed. They decided to head to the birthday boy’s 
apartment and keep the party going on the rooftop of 
the five-story building. 
     Needing to go downstairs to use the bathroom,  
Matthew thought he would take a quick look at the  
skyline from the other side of the roof. 
 
     “I stepped out onto what I thought was concrete, but 
found there was nothing under my feet. Suddenly I was 
free-falling through the night sky, with my back parallel 
to the ground.” 
 
He had fallen into an air shaft, a gap between buildings 
that allows for light and ventilation. 
 
     “Because it was so dark, I had no idea it was there. 
Fifth story. Fourth story. Third story. Second story. 
First story. When you fall from such a height, you have 
enough time to realize what is happening to you. 
     “I knew I was falling fast, and there was nothing I 
could do to stop it. I remember thinking that I was 
probably going to die.” 
 
     Then Matthew crashed into the ground. 
     Waves of shock radiated throughout his body. He 
couldn’t figure out what hurt the most. But he was  
alive, and conscious, and scared. 
     Paramedics showed up within six minutes to take 
him to Manhattan’s Bellevue Hospital. He overheard 
some of the staff whispering about his fall and how  
he managed to survive. A doctor came in to realign  
Matthew’s dislocated left shoulder, ignoring the patient’s 
plea that he had not been given the ordered dose of the 
strong painkiller fentanyl. 

     In that process, Matthew underwent what felt like 
“an excruciating form of medieval torture. When a 
nurse walked by, the doctor asked her how much fenta-
nyl she had given me. She said she had not given it to 
me yet.” 
      
     Following successful surgeries on his wrist and 
elbow, and knowing he had not hit his head and could 
move the lower part of his body, Matthew felt he could 
truly celebrate his survival. He wrote, “The world 
seemed to vibrate with a new intensity.” 
     Matthew also reflected this way: “I’m not religious 
but I couldn’t help but wonder if this was some kind of 
divine wake-up call, a form of punishment for all the 
ways I had fallen short as a human being.” 
 
     Only upon returning to the site of his fall did Matthew 
learn that he had landed directly onto two plastic milk 
crates and some planks of wood. The occupant of the 
ground floor apartment said that they were there “for 
no particular reason.” They likely saved his life. 
     Matthew concluded his story* by saying, “I’m funda-
mentally the same person I was before, but with one big 
difference. I’m viscerally aware how tenuous our exis-
tence is. The meaning comes in what I do from this 
point on. I have been given a second chance at life—and 
it’s up to me to make the most of it.” 
 
     Can you identify with Matthew’s death-defying and 
life-changing incident? Your circumstances might not 
have been so dramatic, but has God spared you from 
harm? Was it a “divine wake-up call” for you? Has He 
restored you, for a purpose? 
     When God moves to restore, there are definite ripple 
effects. He has restored you certainly for your benefit, 
but also for others. Your testimony—based on God’s  
restoration—can reach the ears of those who need a 
similar prospect for renewal. 
     Restoration ripples. 
 
* The Sydney Morning Herald. “‘I was howling in pain’: 
How falling five storeys [sic] from a New York rooftop 
changed my life,” by Matthew Knott. October 23, 2020.

By Kevin Butler 
Conference President 2021

“A divine wake-up call?”
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Dear Editor Cruzan: 

We in Salem, WV, enjoyed seeing the story of the 1947 fire in 

our church. Other readers might be interested in a couple of 

the fire memories that our older members have passed down.  

Those volunteers who helped remove the heavy oak pews,  

pulpit, communion table etc. before the falling sanctuary ceil-

ing ruined them? They were members of the Salem Methodist 

and Baptist Churches down the street. It was Sunday morning. 

They were in worship when the young SDB custodian, clean-

ing up after our Sabbath worship, discovered the fire and ran 

down the street to interrupt their services and enlist their help. 

That custodian was high-school-age Richard Brissey. Mean-

while five-year-old Stephen Rogers (currently chairman of the 

diaconate and a Memorial Board member) was discovered to 

be missing from home but was soon discovered marching the 

mile down Main Street with his sand bucket full of water to help 

put out the fire. (He’s since marked fifty years as a volunteer on 

his town’s fire department.) Other members mainly remember 

the hours of hard labor to remove the singed dark varnish off 

the pews and pulpit furniture so they could be refinished to the 

lovely light oak that they are today.  

Gratefully from Salem 
  
 
 
And Speaking of History 
 

Most of our oldest SDB churches still thrive in towns originally 

settled by SDBs. That can provide new opportunities for vis-

ibility. Last December the town of Salem, West Virginia, made 

the occasion of its 225th anniversary the theme of a Christmas 

parade (two years after the SDB church had marked its 225 

years there). The young people created a float with a replica of 

the church buildings: first log meeting house on the 1794 end 

and current brick church on the 2019 end—complete with 

lights in the windows and adorned by waving young people 

who were the newest church members. In the bed of the slow-

moving pickup truck that pulled the float were a dozen or more 

young people and children singing carols and tossing candy to 

those who braved the cold night air to watch. Destination: hot 

apple cider and cookies at the City Building where a member 

of the sponsoring Chamber of Commerce (who happens to  

be an SDB deacon) donned a coonskin hat and related a brief 

history of the City’s beginnings, noting, of course, that those 

founding fathers and mothers were SDBs who came in a wagon 

train from New Jersey, bringing their church record book with 

them. 

Post Script to the Salem Church Fire story in the November 2020 SR,  
reprinted from 1947

Current church building in Salem, West Virginia, as remod-
eled after the 1947 fire with 1998 addition on the back—
more visible now from Main Street since the church recently 
purchased and removed two abandoned houses between it 
and the street.

Salem WV Church young people take the town’s 225th anni-
versary Christmas parade as opportunity to depict SDB in-
volvement in the town’s founding.
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Jesus has a master plan for transforming the world. 
His plan is that through the power of the Gospel, 
disciples are to be made of all nations. And He 
modeled that plan by teaching, training and prepar-
ing a dozen men who would then exponentially do 
the same with others, so that through the process  
of multiplication, like wildfire, the message of the 
Gospel is spread to the ends of the earth. That is 
the Great Commission.  
 
In our global travels as Directors of the Missionary 
Society, one of the most prevalent needs that we both 
observe and hear expressed to us is the urgency for 
theological and ministry training for the pastors and 
leaders of Seventh Day Baptist churches around the 
world. These men and women who are engaged in 
ministry at all levels, and doing the best they can 
with their limited resources and opportunities, are 
hungry for the empowerment, equipping, coaching, 
teaching and training that will help them to be even 
more effective in their calling as ministers of the 
Gospel. 
 
We’ve heard the cry. We’ve seen the need. We’ve 
sensed the compelling demand. 
 
So, projected to begin in April 2021, the Missionary 
Society is initiating a ministry training program 
through a Bible school for our conferences in central, 
eastern, and southern Africa. As many as thirteen 
African conferences could benefit from this initia-
tive. The program has many similarities to what has 
been called the TIME program, utilized in several 
parts of the world in the past. Designed to be carried 
out over a two-year period, it will involve students 
engaged in 12 modules of study reinforced with a 
face-to-face seminar at the end of every other mod-
ule. The modules include Spiritual Formation & 
Leadership Development, Bible Interpretation,  
Biblical Beliefs, Old Testament Survey, New Testa-
ment Survey, Evangelism & Church Planting, 
Preaching & Worship, SDB Distinctives (History & 

Polity), Sabbath Theology, Church Administration, 
Introduction to Apologetics, and World Missions. 
 
Qualified instructors from sister conferences world-
wide are being recruited to share the teaching 
load, including travel to the seminar location in  
Africa. Whereas most of the instructors for this  
initial batch of students will probably come from 
outside of the continent, it is our intention that as 
the cycle of study is repeated for the future, there 
will be a passing of the baton so that eventually all 
the instructors will be native to Africa. That type of 
succession planning and discipleship is important 
to the philosophy of the Missionary Society. It is an 
application of 2 Timothy 2:2 —“And the things  
you have heard me say in the presence of many 
witnesses, entrust to reliable people who will also 
be qualified to teach others.” 
 
“But, why do this training in Africa when it’s needed 
in other places as well?” you may ask. The answer 
is that we are strategically beginning where it 
makes most sense. Let me explain. Of the approx-
imately 45 countries in the world where Seventh 
Day Baptists exist, about half of them are African 
countries. Africa is by far the fastest growing region 
of the world for Seventh Day Baptists. Malawi in 
central Africa is the country with the largest number 
of Seventh Day Baptists, with about 150 churches 
and 15,000-20,000 individuals. So, it is prudent to 
make this type of investment in our people there at 
this time, while looking for other open doors to 
make it available in other regions. 
 
I hear you asking again, “So, what is the cost of this 
investment?” I’m glad you asked. Our estimate is 
that close to $70,000 will be needed to make this 
spiritual investment in the lives of about 30 students 
over this two-year period. Each student will be 
asked to make a small personal financial invest-
ment, and the bulk of the rest of the funds will come 
from the generous donations of others. We are 
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trusting the Lord to meet this need and 
make it possible, because we fervently  
believe in the notion that where God gives 
vision, He makes provision. 
 
To break down that investment, it could 
look like this: a student could be spon-
sored for 2 years at $3 per day. 365 days  
x 2 years x $3 per day = $2,190.00 + the 
$50 the student contributes = a total of 
$2,240.00. That amounts to about $90 per 
month for the period. 
 
Earnest prayers are solicited for this  
endeavor, and as the Lord enables and 
inspires, please consider giving and  
making an eternal investment in the  
life of a brother or sister in Africa. 

Rwandan pastors and leaders at a training in Uganda in 2014.

Pastors and leaders at a training in Malawi in 2017.

SR



Dear Mrs. Greene: 

I am eight years old and in the fourth grade. 

I have three brothers younger than myself. 

Their names are Duane, Kenneth, and 

Roger…. 

I hope you had a nice Christmas. We did. On 

Christmas day there were about twenty-five 

of us at the home of one of my uncles. We 

had a big tree and lots of nice presents. 

                                         Your friend, 

                                         Olin Davis 

                                         Rome, N. Y. 

                                         December 30, 1934

Reprinted from The Sabbath Recorders dated from 1935 through 1948  

Children’s Page — Our Letter Exchange

Dear Olin: 

You have written to me before, have you not, 
when you were quite a bit younger? Probably 
you have not forgotten the big mistake I made 
about your name, actually changing it to “Olive” 
when your letter was really a fine boy’s letter. 
And that summer I saw you at Conference. Do 
you remember? I’ll never make that mistake 
again, I promise.... 

                                           Your sincere friend, 

                                           Mizpah S. Greene

Dear Mrs. Greene: 

   I haven’t written to you in a long 
time so I am going to write now. 

   We are having two weeks of Christmas 
vacation because we are going into a new 
schoolhouse January seventh…. 

   My teacher’s name is Miss Helen Bouman. 

   We had a nice Christmas…. 

   Mama is pulling lace, Daddy is getting 
John to sleep, Abby is doing dishes, Daniel 
is reading, Betty is in bed asleep…. 

Your little friend, 

Madeline P. Crandall. 

Hope Valley, R. I. 

January 1, 1935 

Dear Madeline: 

   It is good to hear from you again. I am glad 
you started the new year by writing to me…. 

   Christmas is one of the happiest times in the 
whole year, is it not? The birthday of Jesus, 
the blessed time of loving and giving, that is 
Christmas; as one dear little girl has said, 
“The love day.” 

                                           Your sincere friend, 

                                           Mizpah S. Greene

Dear Eulala: 

   I was ever so glad to hear from you once 
more, for as you say you had not written in 
quite a long time…. 

…Old Santa was pretty good to me, too, and 
what do you think? I attended three Christmas 
parties, giving and receiving a gift at each 
one…. 

Your Christian friend, 

Mizpah S. Greene. 
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Dear Mrs. Greene: 

   I haven’t written to you for a long time…. 

   I like to read the letters in the Sabbath 
Recorder. I got a lot for Christmas, and I 
hope the other Recorder children did, too. 

   There usually are five in my Sabbath school 
class, but when they are all there, there are 
seven. My Sabbath school teacher’s name is 
Mrs. Bertha Clement. 

   My grandma’s birthday is on Christmas day. 
She was a Christmas present…. 

Your Recorder friend, 
Eulala Davis. 
North Loup, Neb.
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Dear Mrs. Greene: 

   I have been reading the Children’s Page in the 
Sabbath Recorder for a long time, so I thought I 
would write a letter, too. I am nine and in the fourth 
grade…. 

   We live on a small acreage. I have two sisters, 
Beverly and Katherine, and a brother, Gray. We go 
to the Denver Church, which has just recently 
started a Christian Endeavor and a youth choir. 
There are about twenty in our youth choir and in our 
Christian Endeavor. The youth choir went Christmas 
caroling to some of the members of the Church. We 
had a beautiful Christmas day, but no snow…. 

Your friend, 
Myrna Davis. 
Wheat Ridge, Colo. 

Dear Myrna: 

   I am very much pleased to gain a new 
Recorder girl,… 

   I am glad you have such a nice group of 
young people and that you have organized 
both a Christian Endeavor and a youth choir.  
Some of the young people in Andover usually 
sing Christmas carols in front of every house 
where there is a Christmas candle in the win-
dow, but this year they didn’t. 

Yours in Christian love, 

Mizpah S. Greene. 
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https://www.sdbhistory.org/resources/sabbath-recorder-archives/

You ever feel down? Depressed? In the dumps?  

Lonely? Isolated? Misunderstood? Like nothing 

matters anymore? Like life... just... totally... 

sucks? Merry stinkin' Christmas! 

I don't say this as a slam on Christmas. I say this 

to remind us that, although Christmas can be a 

season of deep joy and celebration, it can also 

be a season of sadness and struggle. Though 

we'd like to be “good Christians” and celebrate 

the amazing gift of Jesus, sometimes, if we're 

truly honest about it, we're just not in that 

space. Perhaps we're wondering how we'll 

survive the Holidays without that person who 

means so much to us. Or perhaps the season's 

emphasis on family unity is painfully clashing 

with our own family's disunity. Or perhaps this 

season is bringing back frightening memories 

of “celebrations” we just wanted to survive. 

Whatever you're feeling this Christmas, just 

remember the Christmas tree. The ornaments 

don't make it a tree. God made it a tree. 

This Christmas, remember that who you are is 

much more important than what you have (or 

don't have). 

  "Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made 

us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep 

of his pasture." (Psalm 100:3) 

Sharing the journey, 

Pastor Scott Hausrath



https://seventhdaybaptist.org 
https://www.facebook.com/7thDayBaptists 
https://twitter.com/7thDayBaptists 
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https://www.pinterest.com/7thDayBaptists/ 
https://www.sabbathrecorder.com 

Find a Listing of SDB Churches  
offering live streaming of their services: 
https://seventhdaybaptist.org/church-livestreams/ 

 SDBs ONLINE

NEW MEMBERS COH issues Newport Challenge! 
 

The Council on History is  
making a challenge to you!  

 
The first 35 people to  
donate $350 dollars to  
the Centennial Fund in 
honor of the upcoming 
350th anniversary of the 
founding of the Newport 
SDB church, will receive 
a signed copy of Janet 
Thorngate’s book on the 
history of the Newport 

church!   
 
 
Checks can be sent to the SDB Center, c/o the 
COH, or you can respond to the recent History  
appeal mailing, or make a donation online!

REMEMBRANCE SDB CHURCH 
Fort Worth, TX 
Rev. Stephan Saunders, Pastor 
 
Stephen Johnson 
Marsha Johnson 
MJ Brooks 
Joy Brooks
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2021 DATES AND INFORMATION 
• January 15, 2021 — DEADLINE for Student Applications 

• February 15, 2021 — DEADLINE for Church Applications 

• June 17–24 — SCSC On-Site Training for PDs and Students 

• June 24 – July 22 — On-site Projects 

• July 22–25 — SCSC Evaluation 

• July 25-31 — General Conference



In the beginning the Word 
already existed. The Word  
was with God, and the Word 
was God. 
 
He existed in the beginning 
with God. 
 
God created everything 
through him, and nothing was 
created except through him. 
 
The Word gave life to 
everything that was created, 
and his life brought light to 
everyone. 
 
The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness 
can never extinguish it. 

 
—John 1:1‐5 
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and additional offices

God showed how much he loved us 
 by sending his one and only Son into the world  
so that we might have eternal life through him. 

 —1 John 4:9


