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• salvation by grace through faith in Christ Jesus. 

• the Bible as the inspired Word of God. The Bible is our  
   authority for our faith and daily conduct. 

• baptism of believers, by immersion, witnessing to our  
   acceptance of Christ as Savior and Lord. 
• freedom of thought under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

• the congregational form of church government. Every  
   church member has the right to participate in the  
   decision-making process of the church.

If you’ve never read The Sabbath Recorder before, you  
might be wondering who Seventh Day Baptists are.  
Like other Baptists, we believe in:

God commanded that the seventh day (Saturday) be kept holy. 
Jesus agreed by keeping it as a day of worship. We observe 
the seventh day of the week (Saturday) as God’s Holy Day as an 
act of loving obedience—not as a means of salvation. Salvation 
is the free gift of God through Jesus our Lord. It is the joy of the 
Sabbath that makes SDBs a people with a difference.

The Seventh Day Baptist Center 
3120 Kennedy Road  
PO Box 1678, Janesville, WI 53547-1678. 

Phone: (608) 752-5055; FAX: (608) 752-7711  
E-mail: contact@seventhdaybaptist.org 
SDB Website: www.seventhdaybaptist.org 

 

Director of Communications: Jeremiah Owen 
jowen@seventhdaybaptist.org 
cell: (818) 468-9077 

 

Editor of the Sabbath Recorder: Patricia Cruzan 
sdbsr@seventhdaybaptist.org

 CONTACT US 
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 THE SEVENTH DAY 

 WHO ARE SEVENTH DAY BAPTISTS? 

 

Sabbath Recorder 



 
 

Many years ago, a religious conference wrestled with 

the question, “What makes Christianity different from  

all the other religions of the world?” 

 

Some said that Christianity is unique since it teaches 

that God became man. One person objected and stated 

that other religions taught similar doctrines. So, what 

about the resurrection? No, others argued: other faiths 

believe that the dead will rise again. The discussion 

went on and grew quite heated. 

 

C.S. Lewis, a strong defender and apologist of the 

Christian faith, arrived late and sat down. He asked in 

his inimitable style, “What’s the rumpus about?” 

 

When Lewis learned that it was a debate about  

the uniqueness of Christianity, he immediately 

commented, “Oh, that’s easy. It’s grace.” 
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Our Conference theme this year, 1 Peter 5:10, 
begins: “And the God of all grace, who called 
you to his eternal glory in Christ…” 

By God’s grace, the lost are found. By God’s 
grace, His children can stand in confidence 
because He has called us. 

In 2 Corinthians 12:7-10, Paul declares,  
“…a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a 
messenger of Satan to torment me so I would 
not exalt myself. Concerning this, I pleaded 
with the Lord three times to take it away from 
me. But He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient 
for you, for power is perfected in weakness.’ 
Therefore, I will most gladly boast all the more 
about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power 
may reside in me.… For when I am weak, then I 
am strong.” 
 

Teams of researchers have estimated some 
crazy numbers. Like, how many gallons of 
water are in the oceans? Their answer: 3.612 x 
1020 gallons. That’s 3.612 with 21 zeros. How 
many stars are in the universe? 70 sextillion. (7 
followed by 22 zeros.) And how many grains of 
sand in the world? 7,500,000,000,000,000,000 
or seven quintillion, five hundred quadrillion 
grains of sand. 

I’m not going to take the time to double-
check those numbers (maybe this weekend), 
but here’s the deal: God’s grace is bigger 
than all of these totals. 

There’s no way that you can “out-sin” God’s 
grace. You might feel that your sin is greater 
than the number of stars, but His grace 
exceeds your sin. “Where sin abounds, grace 
abounds all the more.” (Romans 5:20) 
 

His grace frees us, and it also calls us. 
Shelby Floyd, pastor at Heartland Church of 

Christ in Greenwood, Indiana, came up with this 
list of how God’s grace calls us as believers. 
 

• God’s grace calls us to salvation by the 
Gospel message. From 2 Thessalonians 2:13-
14, “…God chose you to be saved through the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit and through 
belief in the truth. He called you to this 
through our gospel, that you might share in 
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
• God’s grace calls us into His kingdom and 
glory. “For you know that we dealt with each 
of you as a father deals with his own children, 
encouraging, comforting and urging you to 
live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his 
kingdom and glory” (1 Thessalonians 2:11-12). 
 
• God’s grace calls us to eternal life when we 
make a good confession like Timothy. “Fight 
the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the 
eternal life to which you were called when 
you made your good confession in the 
presence of many witnesses” (1 Timothy 6:12). 
 
• God’s grace calls us to eternal glory in 
Christ. (Our Conference verse above: 1 Peter 
5:10.) 
 
• God’s grace calls us into fellowship with 
His Son. “God, who has called you into 
fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
is faithful” (1 Corinthians 1:9). 
 
• God’s grace calls us by the Gospel into the 
one body—the Church. “And let the peace of 
God rule in your hearts, to which also you 
were called in one body; and be thankful” 
(Colosians 3:15). 
 

Once we are set free by His grace and 
called to a purpose, we are restored for a 
further purpose. Stay tuned.

By Kevin Butler 
Conference President 2021
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What do you think? Are most people marked by 
grace or are they mostly graceless? From my 
observations, many people are graceless. Grace-
less people are long on anger and short on mercy. 
They tend to be critical and intolerant when 
others impinge on their space or their perceived 
rights and privileges. They have expectations 
that everyone should be nice to them. Yet they 
believe that being tough and intimidating is the 
way to get ahead, often stuck in a world of past 
failures that rob them of joy in the present. 
 
John, after being with Jesus, after having much 
intimate exposure to Jesus for the three years 
that Jesus ministered, had something to say 
about grace. He wrote that the life of Jesus was 
marked by grace and truth.   
 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of 
the one and only Son, who came from the Father, 
full of grace and truth.—John 1:14 
 
Right up front, in the beginning of his book, 
John combined grace with truth in his descrip-
tion of Jesus. Why would he write that? 
Obviously, grace-and-truth is a leading character-
istic describing who Jesus is. 
 
Consider, for a moment, the sense of the word 
“full” penned by John as he described Jesus. 
This word “full,” (pleres in the Greek) as used by 
John, has a deeper meaning than just being 
filled. It connotes being thoroughly permeated 
with something or being covered in every part. 
In other words, Jesus totally embodies the entire 

essence of grace and truth. All His existence, His 
actions, His attitudes and reactions, demonstrate 
the breadth and depth of grace and truth. 
 
John continued in verse 16 writing that from His 
fullness we all have received grace upon grace. 
Grace, at its core is about giving someone what 
he or she doesn’t deserve.   
 
Sometimes life seems to make grace and truth  
a real challenge. Suppose your friend just got a 
bad haircut and your friend asks you, “How do 
you like my new hairstyle?” If you tell the truth 
then you would say, “What were you thinking? 
It’s awful!” But, if you choose grace, then what 
do you say? You weakly smile and you say, “Oh, 
it’s nice,” and you quickly change the subject. 
Trying to speak the truth and trying to speak 
with grace sometimes creates a little tension. 
 
But thankfully, God never struggles with that 
kind of tension. God is the totality of grace and 
truth and Jesus is the reflection of God as seen 
in the full embodiment of grace and truth—there 
is no tension. This is something that we would 
do well to understand. Grace-and-truth is a 
concept that we can embrace both intellectually 
and theologically and we can also actualize the 
concept into our daily lives, our actions, and our 
attitudes. Let’s go a little deeper. 
 
Grace comes from the Greek word charis. 
There are other words that we often use to help 
express the meaning of charis, words like favor 
and kindness, and helping, particularly helping 
those who are helpless. The concept of doing 

When in Doubt, Give Grace

Continued on next page...

By Pastor Michael Spearl
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something for the undeserving underlies the essence of 
the word grace.  
 
In the Old Testament, the most consistently used 
words to describe the fundamental character of God, 
are hesed, a word closely aligned with grace, and emet, 
meaning truth—together hesed emet. This description 
is often translated as “steadfast love and faithfulness.” 
Every person in the nation of Israel in the Old Testament 
would have known that steadfast love and faithfulness 
were the hallmark characteristics of God.  
 
Is it possible that the Apostle John, as he began writing 
his gospel, was thinking about one of the crucial events 
in the history of Israel? The story is found in Exodus, 
chapters 32–34. In the story, Moses was on his way 
down from Mt. Sinai with the Ten Commandments, 
written on stone tablets, when he found the people 
worshipping a golden calf. He threw the tablets on the 
ground, breaking them, and, after doling out some 
severe punishment, he began a serious dialog not only 
with the people but with God. He asked God, “Teach 
me your ways so I may know you and continue to find 
favor with you.” (33:13) He reminded God that the 
people were still God’s people. In essence he said, “At 
a time like this, what are Your ways? I knew what You 
were like when the Egyptians were coming after us. I 
saw You part the Red Sea. But what are You like now 
that Your people have returned to their pagan ways?”   
 
And then Moses said, “Lord, Show me your glory.” 
(33:18) And God did—in dramatic fashion. While Moses 
hid in the cleft of the rock, God passed before him in 
glory. In the face of appalling sin, God revealed his 
character:  

The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with 
him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD. The 
LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, 
the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 
keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity 
and transgression and sin… (34:5-7 ESV) 
 
God described himself as “the God of steadfast love 
and faithfulness.” It’s the hesed emet combination. The 
parallel with John’s words in John 1:14 is compelling: 
“We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only 
Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.” John, after walking with Jesus, recognized the 

reality of God’s character in Jesus. John saw first hand 
the love of Jesus toward the people which was 
steadfast and faithful. 
 
Considering John’s experience with Jesus, the word 
“truth” as written in John 1:14 cannot simply refer to 
self-evident truth like the sun is bright or two plus two 
equals four. “Truth” in John 1:14 is more than truth 
telling; rather it refers to truth being—Jesus being true 
to who He was and what He claimed to be. It’s about 
being reliable and faithful. It’s like saying, “I believe you 
because you are true to your word.” That’s the kind of 
truth John wrote about: faithful truth, I-can-count-on-
you truth. John told us that Jesus gave reliable grace.   
 
What then is the implication for us? It’s this: for us to 
live in a manner pleasing to God, our lives must 
express the reliable grace that Jesus extended to us. 
 
Maybe you’re thinking that the people in your life don’t 
deserve grace. Well, if that’s the way you feel about 
grace then you’ve just proved my point. If the people 
in your life deserved your love, forgiveness, kindness, 
and patience, it wouldn’t be grace. Grace only works 
when it’s not deserved. Reliable grace is what Jesus 
embodied and He wants us to follow His lead.   

…Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil 
speaking be put away from you, with all malice. And 
be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God in Christ forgave you.  
(Ephesians 4: 31–32) 
 
Reliable grace is predictable and it’s an act of kindness. 
So, I ask you, “Is there someone in your life who could 
be a grace target? Is there an opportunity where you 
could facilitate a grace transaction? How about your 
boss, or your friend or your spouse?” Don’t forget that 
you are an undeserving grace recipient whom God has 
given grace upon grace. As a follower of Jesus, part  
of your identity is that people can count on you to 
respond with grace.  
 
For many of us, our mothers taught us that when in 
doubt, give someone the benefit of the doubt. That 
was good advice—but Jesus has a better piece of 
advice for his followers: when in doubt, give grace! 
 
Pastor Michael Spearl is the pastor of Union Station SDB 
Church in Dunedin FL, located on the west coast of Florida. 
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By Pastor Jamaal Fyffe 
 
If there was ever a time in which a form of restorative faith was needed, that time 
has certainly arrived. It comes on the heels of living within the reality of a pan-
demic, where faith, along with everything else we hold dear to us, can easily 
suffocate at the hands of fear and despair. The child of God, however, must 
embark upon an endless search to discover renewable and restorative faith as 
the antidote during this difficult season of life. There is a medicinal effect that 
comes from grace coupled with restorative faith that ultimately provides the 
child of God with a blessing even within the most difficult life lesson.    
 
1 Peter 5:10 therefore summons both men and women of faith to not only look  
to the “hills, from where does our help come” as articulated by the Psalmist 
(Psalm 121:1), but to look beyond the hills to the very heavens, through the lens 
of faith. In other words, God summons the faithful to reflect on His grace in 
order to begin the process of attaining restorative faith. Indeed, Jesus, while 
underscoring the essentiality of this notion of restoration, presents it as complete 
dependence. He gave emphasis to the extended branches which must literally 
grow out of the very vine they are birthed from. The connected branches have 
no purpose outside of their attachment to the vine—in a similar way there exists 
no purpose for a man or woman absent of the God of all grace.  
 
Amidst all of the noise and distractions that we are constantly inundated with, it 
is nevertheless difficult to hear the call of grace without intentionality. There are 
two forces that engage in battle that simply exacerbate this dilemma: for as it is 
written “…the Spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matthew 26:41). If we can-
not hear the call, how then can we be restored? “And how can they believe without 
a preacher, and how shall they be changed without believing the word?”(Romans 
10:14) The call is heard when we make room in our lives, so as to listen to His 
still, small voice.  
 
The God of all grace summons His people to an endless moment with Him, 
which exists within an eternal realm. This is achieved, not within the confines  
of the natural, but within the supernatural. Consider the Lord Jesus’ words of 
comfort, “I will be with you always, even until the end of the world.” (Matthew 
28:20) This is a resounding promise that is often forfeited; for while He has 
promised to be with us always, the question we must ask ourselves is are we 
always with Him?   
 
The invisible barriers that keep us from entering into the presence of the eternal 
glory of our God will ultimately deprive us from experiencing God in the most 
intimate way. One such invisible barrier comes in the form of suffering. Suffering, 
albeit, is not a sign of God’s disapproval, but often functions as the catalyst 
through which spiritual maturity is birthed. It is therefore our seal and badge of 
approval. The Apostle Paul expressed this desire in this way, “that I may know 
Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, 
being conformed to His death” (Philippians 3:10). Notwithstanding all of the 
above, restoration comes “after” suffering a “little” while longer, both in the 
temporal (for a season) and eternal state.  
 
Therefore, let us hold on a little longer, “for the joy of the Lord is our strength.” 
(Nehemiah 8:10) 
 
 

Pastor Jamaal Fyffe is the husband of Sheena Fyffe, and the father of Manoah, Saraeyah and Judah. 

He serves as Pastor of the Open Arms SDB Church in Toronto. The Open Arms Ministry is a 

community-based church with an 'all hands on deck' culture, that is also missional and Christ-
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I share a very personal story of my walk with God 
from over the past 25-30 years because I believe 
that it demonstrates the truth of this verse. This 
story shows how faithful and gracious God is in 
debunking our myths of Him, revealing ourselves 
as we really are, and restoring us for the purpose 
of revealing His glory. This story is not about me—
but about God. Whether God causes or allows 
events is not important to me, but that He loves us 
intensely and desires to change us to look more 
like Himself is without doubt! 
 
In some ways, this is a mid-life crisis because it 
started during my mid-forties but God’s purpose 
was far greater. I was happily teaching, life was full, 
God was good, and I was growing in my relation-
ship with God. Worship was very meaningful and 
my hunger for God continued to deepen. I longed 
for “more of God” and desired for Him to have 
“more of me.” God had revealed Himself through 
experiences like those I had read in the Word. As I 
prayed, God revealed Himself and bolstered my 
faith as I watched Him physically heal, free people 
from bondage, and bring people to know Him…the 
greatest healing of all! 
 
On the horizon were some of my greatest faith 
tests: (1) the loss of a teacher job when I was not 
tenured, (2) working in a farm tax office at a job  
I didn’t know how to do, and (3) desiring to 
experience God at a new depth and feeling totally 
abandoned by God. Due to these circumstances 
and my hunger for God, I went to a place where 
the Spirit of God was moving mightily. I had what  
I characterized at the time as one of the greatest 
“non-experiences” of my life. I came away feeling 

totally abandoned by God. I felt “emotionally dead.”  
I felt unloved and deficient in some way. I felt that 
I had opened myself up to God at a new level and 
that I had been found “wanting.” Feeling unaccept-
able to God and abandoned by God, I struggled 
for nearly nine years. I did not realize that my 
experience was not uncommon to Christians…that 
many referred to it as “dark night of the soul”. For 
me, it was all about knowing how loved I am by 
God…whether I feel it or not.  
 
During my time in the tax office, God spoke to  
me when I least expected it. One day as I was 
navigating some accounting nightmare, I did 
something stupid (I don’t even remember what) 
and I mumbled something about “that was dumb”. 
However, I heard an audible voice say, “That’s not 
how I see you. I love you!” I looked around to see 
who said that. It was undeniable…God had spoken 
His love for me. That was probably the beginning 
of my way out of feeling abandoned. I didn’t feel 
any different…but God had intervened in my world 
and declared His love for me. During this time, 
lots of people prayed for me but it was a young 
woman in her twenties who didn’t know me who 
God used to reveal that this “non-experience” was 
not abandonment by God. She spoke, “What you 
are experiencing is not abandonment by God. 
Instead, it is about knowing God’s unconditional 
love and grace for you.” My spirit witnessed that 
those words were really from God. For me, it was 
about knowing who God was. My tendency was to  
become attached to my feelings of and about 
God, mistaking them for God Himself. This 
experience has taught me much about loving God 
and understanding what others feel (or don’t feel). 

By Althea Rood 
 
And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little 
while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.” —I Peter 5:10

Dark Night of the Soul
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This year, I have been the leader for the Emotionally 
Healthy Spirituality and Emotionally Healthy 
Relationships courses in our church…both of which 
focus on loving God and loving others. I am so 
grateful that God in His mercy and grace allows  
me to know Him and for challenging me to be 
authentic in my relationship with Him and others.  
I am thankful that God knows how He made me—
and what He made me for—and that He doesn’t 
allow me to remain self-focused or immature but 
challenges me to reflect Him more accurately.   
 
Yes, nine years is “suffering for a little while” but He 
does make us strong, firm, and steadfast…that His 
glory might be seen in our lives! 
 

 
Althea Rood is a retired high 
school Math teacher.  
She is wife of retired  
pastor, Dale Rood, and 
mother to Kristin Camenga 
and Jeff Rood. She enjoys 
learning, subbing, tutoring, 
teaching Bible, and 
following sports.

 
The “Dark Night of the Soul” is a time when “we question ourselves, God, the church. We discover for the 
first time that our faith does not appear to ‘work’. We have more questions than answers as the very 
foundation of our faith feels like it is on the line. We don’t know where God is, what He is doing, where He is 
going, how He is getting us there, or when this will be over.” 
 
For me it happened when my secure career was in jeopardy. Accompanying that was a dryness or loss of joy 
in my relationship with God. For me, my “good feelings of God’s presence evaporated”. I couldn’t see what 
God was doing and I saw little visible godly fruit in my life. I now know that this was God’s way of rewiring 
me…”purging my affections and passions” that I might delight in His love and enter into a richer, fuller 
communion with God.  
 
Some outcomes for me have been: 
 
1. A greater level of brokenness. Knowing my own frailty makes me less apt to judge others or to be hard  

on others. 
 
2. A childlike, deepened love for mystery. God doesn’t need to behave in ways that fit with my ideas of Him.  

God is beyond the grasp of every concept I have of Him. All I need to know is that God is in control and  
worthy of my trust…and that He’s bigger than any concept I have of Him. 

 
3. Increased ability to wait for God. Rather than pressing to do something for God, I’m learning to wait  

on Him. 
 
4. Greater detachment—The critical issue on the journey with God is not “Am I happy?” but “Am I free? 

Am I growing in the freedom God gave me?” Seeing myself more honestly cuts off some of my  
attachments to who I think I ought to be. Layers of my counterfeit self are being shed. I am freer to be  
more of who I am in Christ!  

 
I am indebted to Peter Scazzero in his book “Emotionally Healthy Spirituality” (Zondervan, 2017) for 
language to help me express my experience. Chapter 4, “Journey through the Wall,” speaks particularly to 
the “letting go of power and control” in our walk with God. I highly recommend that you read this book if 
you have desire to further understand this topic.

What is the “Dark Night of the Soul” and How Can God Use It?

SR
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Do you know how to listen to a testimony? We focus a lot on 
how to tell our faith story, but we do not spend a lot of time 
learning how to listen to a faith story. If we are to see God’s 
work in restoring lives, if we are to get a sense of the depth  
of God’s grace, we need to know how to listen to someone’s 
testimony. That means that there is more to faith communi-
cation than just being able to tell our own story.  
 
Clearly, the content of the story is critical: the description  
of conversion, the healing process of forgiveness, the 
restoration in relationship—these all matter. Since there  
are many aspects of content, we need to practice “on the 
edge of your seat” active listening to soak it all in. But there 
is more than content at play in a testimony. While we should 
be fully focused on what the person is saying, we also need 
to be watching for what the person is saying.  
 
Let’s replay that one more time. We know we need to focus 
on what the person says about his conversion. But, if we are 
going to soak in the fullness of the restoration story, we need 
to watch for what the person is saying. The following are some 
thoughts on how we can better observe God’s grace and glory 
through His restoration work described in testimonies.  
 
Watch for What is Said. When someone is sharing his story, 
we catch clues about the importance and impact based on 
the body language. We watch for facial expressions that 
reflect how deep a hurt went. We observe hand gestures and 
shoulder movements that indicate how intense an experience 
was. We pick up meaning of the story through tears shed, silent 
stares, eyes cast down, or eye contact made through moist 
eyes. We know that we need to watch for these aspects of 
body language that are telling the story alongside the words. 

Restored with a Testimony 
 
By Carl Greene 
Executive Director

We need to  
know how to  
listen to 
someone’s 
testimony.
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While we watch for these telling gestures, we also need to watch  
for speaking style. I realize that this does not sound exciting, but it 
actually opens the door to taking in new dynamics of testimonies. We 
“watch for words” by listening for emotion and pauses. There is much 
more being said than the words spoken.  
 
Verb Tense. We should watch for verb tense when listening to a testimony. 
Really, it matters. Go back to 7th grade English Class with me as we 
reflect on past tense and present tense verbs. Here is the bottom line: 
when storytellers change the verb tense in the middle of their testimonies, 
it indicates God’s ongoing restoration in their lives.  
 
Here is the basic deal. Researchers have found that most storytellers 
share their story with past tense verbs—what happened in the past, “I saw, 
I found, I walked.” But, there are some stories where the storyteller moves 
from past tense into present tense verbs, “I see, I find, I walk.” This change 
in verb tense demonstrates that the story is still an ongoing life experi-
ence.1 What I did in 1997 is now doing this in 2021. 
 
I imagine that you can hardly contain your excitement about listening  
for verb tense change. But it matters! When someone is sharing one’s 
testimony about an event that happened in the past with past tense 
verbs but suddenly shifts to present tense verbs describing how life is  
  still being impacted, that is important! We catch a glimpse of God’s  
    ongoing work of restoration when we hear someone shift the faith  
    story from a description of the past to how it continues to be changed.  
 
Word Choice. One other helpful style cue used when listening to 
testimonies involves word choice. Certain words indicate causal thinking, 
and causal thinking is a joy to discover. This is where people are sorting 
through why bad things or good things have been taking place in their 
lives. This casts a spotlight on the importance of the faith stories that are 
being shared. If there is causal thinking, they see their spiritual journey as 
a hinge for what is taking place in their life now. Using a number of 
specific conjunctions such as “because, hence, therefore, since” indicates 
sense making—assessing why certain things happened. Noun and verb 
cues are helpful as well: “cause, effect, reason, rationale, impel, control.”. 
  
Hear and Watch. When it comes to faith communication, it is critical that 
we learn how to tell our own story. At the same time, we can undersell 
the dynamics of listening to the faith communication of others. Our 
listening involves both what we hear and what we see—in content, body 
language, and speaking style. I hope that you find great joy and depth of 
understanding while listening to testimonies shared across the days 
ahead. 

 
1 Pennebaker, James W. 2011. The Secret Life of Pronouns: What Our Words Say  
   About Us. New York: Bloomsbury Press, 293.

SR
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Peter called the church in Asia Minor the chosen exiles, the elect exiles. 
In 1 Peter, the whole letter talked about ways in which Christians were 
chosen by God but were also exiles of the world. They were blessed by 
God but lived in the kingdoms of the world. Because of those two things, 
that meant that they would suffer persecution and fiery trials. But, being 
chosen by God meant that through those things they would have hope 
for a future that is coming where God sets all things right. So here in the 
last chapter (1 Peter 5), Peter sums up what he had to say throughout the 
whole letter.  
 
Peter starts chapter 5 by talking to the elders of the church. He hasn’t 
specifically addressed the leaders of the church—I say leaders because 
elders here is not used as the older people in the church. This is not 
about physical, chronological age. It might be about spiritual age, but 
that’s not necessarily true either. It’s specifically about those who have 
been called by God. He talks about it later in verse 2, to shepherd the 
flock. But this is for a general congregation: some of us are leaders of 
others and some of us are the younger disciples of the elders; there are 
times when you may be a leader to one person and a disciple of another. 
What I want us to think about as we go through what Peter says about 
elders is how the world views its leaders and what contrast there is in 
what Peter says. The world’s idea of leadership is not God’s idea of 
leadership, so when we read this we should think about those we look  
to for leadership. Do they have these qualities?  
 
Peter witnessed the sufferings of Christ. Peter was called by God to be a 
leader. So he says as a fellow leader and a witness to the sufferings of 
Christ and then he says as a partaker in the glory that is going to be 
revealed. Peter understood Jesus’ message and it is a message not just 
for leaders but for all Christians. There is a time coming when the glory 
of Christ will be shared with all of us. Though Jesus suffered and died, He 
was raised and is sitting at the right hand of God. Peter is saying that 
though he witnessed the sufferings of Christ, he also witnessed the glory 
of Christ. He was there at the ascension and knows that glory will be 
passed on to all who call themselves children of God. 
 
In verse 2, Peter says to shepherd the flock of God. The word shepherd  
is a word that would have been well-known to people at this time. They 
knew that what it means to be a shepherd is to have care and concern 
for the sheep that are under you. Jesus picks up on this in the Gospels. 

Humble Leadership in God’s Power

By Pastor Phil Lawton 
Shiloh SDB Church, NJ
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He talks about what it means to be the Good 
Shepherd and that false shepherds don’t care 
whether the wolves or the lions come and attack 
the sheep. But a shepherd cares for his sheep. I 
want to point out here that Peter does not call 
them shepherds of their own flock. He calls 
them shepherds of the flock of God. The phrase 
“that is among you” could be translated “has 
been given to you by God.” Peter is describing 
what a leader should look like. The question I 
have is, do the leaders we see in our world today 
consider the people they lead a gift and a trust 
and not their own? Or do we look out at the 
world today and see our leaders looking at 
those they are leading as theirs? Peter says if 
you are a leader from God, you will see that your 
flock is not your own—it is a trust from God. We 
are leaders, stewards, of the flock God has 
given us just like all Christians are stewards of 
the gifts God has given them. Peter goes on, 
shepherd the flock of God that is among you 
exercising oversight. Then he gets into three 
contradictory things: he says not this, but this; 
not this, but this; and not this, but this.  
 

First he says: not under compulsion 
 
Leaders who are true shepherds, leaders 
whom we should seek to follow, are leaders 
that are not forced into their positions. When  
I was thinking about becoming a pastor, I often 
had the phrase said to me, if you could be any-
thing else, do that! I think some of that wisdom 
is from here in 1 Peter where Peter is saying of 
the leaders that they should be leaders not 
under compulsion but willingly as God would 
have you. Are the leaders we seek leaders who 
are willingly leaders under God?  
 

Second he says: not for shameful gain  
 
I think this one is the easiest one to contrast 
with the world that we see around us. Every 
single political ad that I see is designed for gain 
for whoever creates the ad. Everything I see in 
the political climate, which we currently have in 

the world I live in, is all about can I leverage 
power for my own gain? Peter says that a godly 
leader is a leader who does not lead for 
shameful gain but leads eagerly.  
 
Third he says: not domineering over 
those in your charge 
 
How often do we see leaders who say, “Well, 
I’m the leader and you’ll do what I say and that’s 
the end of it.” Left, right, and center, we all 
complain about authoritarian leaders. We don’t 
think it’s appropriate for those who lead us to 
make unilateral decisions for everyone under 
them—not considering what is good for the flock 
that they are leading. So Peter is saying if you are 
a pastor, if you are a leader in your church, and 
you are doing it, not because you want, if you are 
doing it out of compulsion, and you are doing it 
for your own gain, and you are domineering 
over the people under your authority—you are 
a horrible shepherd of the flock! 
 
The leaders we would seek to follow should be 
examples to the flock—that means to live a 
Christian, godly life. If as a leader I am not an 
example to my church, I am not doing my job 
appropriately. And if you do not see your leaders 
leading by example, then they shouldn’t be 
your leaders. 
 
Verse 4: and when the chief shepherd (that’s 
Jesus) appears you will receive the unfading 
crown of glory. Peter understands the hope of 
Christianity is not centered in the here and now. 
If we focus so much on what is going on right 
now, we lose sight of what God is doing. Peter 
reminds leaders you are supposed to be willing 
leaders, you are supposed to be leaders that do 
not seek your own gain, and you are supposed 
to be leaders that are not authoritarian. If you 
are doing these things, it’s not going to be easy. 
But your hope is that when the chief shepherd, 
the shepherd that shepherds you, returns, He 
will reward you because you have done what 
He has asked of you. This is a specific statement  

Continued on page 22
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By Andy Samuels 
Chief Executive Director 
SDB Missionary Society

FOCUS on 
Missions

Ghana was the final stop on the West Africa trip of the SDB 
Missionary Society Directors, Pastors Andy Samuels and 
Garfield Miller, in February 2021. In Ghana, we encountered 
a group of young, enthusiastic, energetic, and committed 
Seventh Day Baptist leaders. Their leadership of the three 
SDB churches in Ghana, all located in the greater Accra area, 
is clearly effective and visionary. 
 
With an eagerness to learn and share, our hosts immersed 
themselves in a Leadership Training Session with us, which 
was our first assignment there. The content covered in the 
training session was well received, and the participants 
requested more. 
 
The main congregation has its own facility, a secure building 
on enclosed property, with a paved courtyard/parking lot 
and some sleeping quarters. Another of the congregations 
meets in rented space, and the third one meets in one of the 
classrooms of a school owned and operated by one of the 
conference leadership couples. The conference has bought 
additional property, and are at the beginning stages of 
constructing a ministry facility which would serve one of 
the churches which is temporarily situated. The leaders of 
the conference are very enterprising and entrepreneurial, 
and they have a healthy mindset towards stewardship and 
self-sufficiency. Several of them are proprietors of their own 
businesses, and they seek to employ people from their 
churches in those companies, which helps to strengthen 
their community of faith. 
 
Felix Ankrah is the President of the Conference and he 
works very well with his other leaders, one of which is his 
identical twin brother, Prince. They have challenged the 
conference to embrace a vision of planting one SDB church 
in every district in Ghana, of which there are 275, with a 
further goal of planting one church every year. God’s grace 
will help them to accomplish those ambitious targets. 
 

GOD’S GRACE EVIDENT IN GHANA

Pastor Garfield Miller preaching

Worship Team leading in worship
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Each year, the conference leaders select a theme for all 
the churches to focus on. That keeps them united and 
mobilized, and each church displays a conspicuous 
banner depicting the theme. For 2021, their theme is 
“Our Year Of Victory,” with 1 Corinthians 15:57 being 
their theme Scripture. 
 
Even as our Ghanaian brothers and sisters are focused 
on developing their congregations, they understand the 
need to reach out to meet the needs of those who may 
never be able to offer any repayment. As such, they have 
a ministry of regularly supplying an orphanage with food 
supplies and a financial gift. We had the privilege of tour-
ing the orphanage and sharing in prayer and exhortation 
with the residents and staff of the orphanage and the 
affiliated school which its owner operates. Financial 
assistance is also provided through the SDB Conference, 
to a leprosarium, which we also had the privilege to visit. 
We were able to share with the residents suffering with 
leprosy, bringing them hope and encouragement from 
God’s Word, through Jesus Christ. We also had opportunity 
to engage in house-to-house public witnessing, walking 
through a particular community and sharing the Gospel 
with those willing to listen. We were also able to distri-
bute reading glasses to those in the church community 
who needed them, after asking them to undergo a simple 
eye test. 
 
The main SDB Church, located in a section of Accra 
called Mataheko, has established a good relationship with 
other churches in the community. One such collaborative 
initiative is a daily prayer meeting (Monday to Friday) 
hosted by our SDB church from 4:30 to 5:30 each morning. 
Yes, I said, “morning.” The prayer meeting is held out-
side in the courtyard and is attended by an average of 50 
people each morning, before they embark on their daily 
activities. We were blessed to share in those prayer 
meetings on three mornings. 
 
On Sabbath, it was our distinct honor to visit and 
worship with all three SDB churches. We both had 
opportunity to preach and exhort our brethren, 
encouraging them to remain steadfast in the faith.  
 
The grace of the Lord is certainly being manifested in 
and through Seventh Day Baptists in Ghana.

Worshipers at the main church

Pastor Garfield Miller teaching



18  May 2021 • SR

The Book of 

Revelation  

Called to Reflect God’s Glory 
 

Study Lesson 4 by Dennis Coleman, Seventh Day Baptist Church of Shiloh, NJ

As recorded in the Book of Revelation, the benediction (Revelation 1:4-8) seems  
to be the end of one vision with verses 9-11 serving as the start of another. John 
tells us that he was on the Island of Patmos “for the word of God and the testi-
mony of Jesus Christ,” likely meaning that he had been banished for teaching the 
Gospel. (Note that some Bible experts believe he may have actually gone willingly 
to Patmos to teach the Gospel.) While there, he says he “was in the Spirit,” when 
he hears “a loud voice,” and in verses 12-16 he attempts to describe what he saw 
when he turns towards this voice. 
 
Prayer Time 
 
I hope that we all want to see Jesus. As we dive into God’s Bible I ask that you 
surrender yourself to Him in prayer. I use the word “surrender,” because this is our 
opportunity to see Jesus as He truly is and not as we want Him to be. Please pray, 
asking God to help you see to remove pride or any other attitude that might distort 
your view. God is Spirit and those who worship Him must do so in Spirit and in 
truth (John 4:24). Pray that you, like John, might be in the Spirit being taught by the 
One whom Jesus promised would come to teach us all things (John 14:26) as He 
reveals the glory of the true and living God. 
 
Restored—For A Purpose 
 
The theme of this month’s Sabbath Recorder comes from our Conference theme, 
“Restored for a Purpose.” Our focus is on how God is the God of all grace and how 
we are called to reflect His glory. Well, when I think of grace I think of God’s free 
gift: of unmerited favor. I’m guessing you think of something very similar. By nature, 
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God is our deliverer and all grace comes from Him. 
He is the only One who can save us and who can 
restore the relationship we are supposed to have 
with our Savior. By His grace we are made new, 
able to receive His love and to love Him in return. 
 
I believe that when we speak of being restored for 
a purpose, we need to understand that our first 
purpose is to love God. As we love Him we learn to 
fulfill our second purpose, to love our neighbor. That 
love can be shown in many different ways such as 
walking the extra mile, giving both our coat and our 
shirt to someone in need, and above all forgiving 
others as our God has forgiven us. Our goal should  
be to love others with the love of God and, as needed, 
showering others with grace because our God is the 
God of all grace. In other words, because we love 
God and love our neighbor, we are to reflect His 
glory becoming more Christlike as we grow in Him. 
 
Reflecting His Glory 
 
I started this lesson by speaking of how John hears 
a loud voice. He turns towards this voice and sees 
seven golden lampstands (Revelation 1:12). We learn 
at the end of the chapter that the seven lampstands 
represent seven churches (Revelation 1:20): 
Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia, and Laodicea. Each of these churches 
received personal letters from the Lord as we will 
see in the following chapters. For now I want you to 
think about what it means that these lampstands 
stand before the Lord, Who is described in verses 
13-16 which we will cover later. 
 
What an honor it must have been for members of 
these churches to learn that they each were repre-
sented as a lampstand before the Lord. Unfortunately,  
not one of them deserved such an honor. Each 
church was flawed, filled with members who were 
also flawed. All but one received a rebuke from the 
Lord, as recorded in chapters 2 and 3. Even the one 
that was not rebuked was said to have had little 
strength: not great powerful strength but little 
strength. Their lampstands should have been 
burned by fire but instead they stood (stand) in the 

presence of the Lord. How is it that these flawed 
and sinful churches are found in the presence of 
the Lord? I believe they are there because He is  
the God of all grace. I also believe that while our 
Seventh Day Baptist churches are anything but 
perfect (be honest) we also are given positions of 
honor by the God of all grace, along with many 
other churches where people walk by faith in our 
Lord Jesus. 
 
By the grace of God these lampstands stand in a 
place of honor and we now have an idea of why 
they are there. But what are they doing? Well, 
lampstands are used to shine a light on something 
or into a room. But these lampstands are in heaven 
where God is the only light needed. What good is a 
lampstand in a room that is already filled with the 
light of God’s glory? I suspect that unlike the lamps 
we are used to seeing and using, these lamps 
reflect the light that is the glory of the Lord. In fact, 
I believe these lampstands have as their source the 
true vine (John 15:1-2). They draw from Jesus and 
the light they produce is not their own. It is the light 
that can only be seen in someone who has been 
touched by our Savior: described as having in Him 
life and the light of men (John 1:4-5). They are to be 
the city on the hill described in Matthew 5:14, a city 
whose light cannot be hidden. In living out this 
calling they are reflecting His glory to the world, a 
calling that applies to God’s church even today. 
 
If you are a follower of Christ, the God of all grace 
has saved you and made you one of His own. You 
are a part of His family, loved and redeemed. By His 
grace you hold a special place in His kingdom and 
because He is the God of all grace there is nothing 
you can do to earn His gift, which He gives freely 
according to His nature. Understand, though, that 
His grace is followed closely by His call. He has 
called you to be more like Jesus—something that is 
humanly impossible. But if you are willing to 
surrender and die to self, the God of all grace will 
fulfill His calling in you. He will equip and establish 
you so that you can reflect His glory: so that you 
(dear lampstand) can become the light of the 
world.



 
President Kevin Butler and our Conference Week team are 
looking forward helping you discover how we are Restored 
for a Purpose during our virtual Conference Week from July 
25‐31, 2021. Some of your favorite and new SDB speakers 
will be exploring this theme deeper with Bible studies, 
prayers, worship, and messages. There will be a few 
workshops helping us to learn about The 9 Arts of Spiritual 
Conversation and our own SDB Heritage, including the 
celebration of the 350th anniversary of the first SDB church 
in North America. There will be a virtual vendor area for you 
to learn more about the ministries of the General Conference, 
Memorial Fund, and Missionary Society. Registration will 
be required to participate in our virtual Conference Week 
and a donation is requested to support making the event 
happen but is not required.  

Leading up to our virtual Conference Week, you will be able 
to hear from the Conference Directors who will provide 
updates to their work on your behalf as well as some 
Women’s Society virtual events. During the week after 
Conference Week, the SDB Missionary Society will have 
some opportunities for participation in their work including 
the annual Gospel Feet 5K.  
 
You won’t want to miss all of the action! Please follow 
Seventh Day Baptists on social media platforms (Twitter, 
Facebook, Instagram, YouTube) and subscribe to our blog 
by emailing contact@seventhdaybaptist.org. Also, book‐
mark the Conference Week 2021 webpage for all the latest 
updates including links to register and schedules at 
seventhdaybaptist.org/conferenceweek2021. We are 
looking forward to “seeing” you in July!
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Janesville, WI. The Seventh Day Baptist General Conference of USA and Canada has  
been awarded grant funding through a partnership with the National Association of 
Evangelicals (NAE). As announced by Brian Kluth, Spokesperson for NAE Financial 
Health, “The National Association of Evangelicals considers it a wonderful privilege to 
partner with the Seventh Day Baptist General Conference. We are grateful to God for 
the life-giving, grant-funded Financial Health online training and pastor honorariums  
to serve SDB pastors, spouses, and their families.”  
 
The grant provides honorariums to pastors who are called to a Seventh Day Baptist 
Church and invest in their emotional, spiritual, physical, and/or financial health. As 
stated by SDB Director of Church Development and Pastoral Services, John Pethtel,  
“We highly value our pastoral leaders and want to uphold them in any way we can so 
that they can pursue greater health. This partnership with NAE affirms our emphasis  
on investing in healthy leaders so that we can have even healthier churches.” 
 
Funding for the initiative is from the Lilly Endowment Foundation and administered by 
the National Association of Evangelicals. The collaboration between the NAE and the 
SDB General Conference is recognition of efforts that Seventh Day Baptists have been 
making through their healthy churches, healthy leaders initiative that includes emphasis 
on the health of pastors and their families.  
 
The NAE was founded in 1942, and seeks to honor God by connecting and representing 
evangelical Christians in the United States. It represents more than 45,000 local 
churches from 40 different denominations and serves a constituency of millions. NAE 
headquarters are in Washington, D.C., while staff live and work all throughout America. 
The SDB General Conference of USA and Canada consists of evangelical Baptists who 
hold to keeping the seventh day Sabbath of the Bible as sacred time. From their first 
church in America, founded in Newport, Rhode Island, in 1671, until today, Seventh Day 
Baptists have been a Christ-centered, Bible-believing people with traditional family 
values. 
 
For SDB pastors who would like more information about this grant opportunity, please 
contact grants@seventhdaybaptist.org.

SDB  

General 

Conference 

Awarded  
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Round of  

Grant  

Funding

Virtual Conference Week 2021
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The recipient of the Excellence in Preaching Award  
must be: 

•  a member of a member church in the SDB  
         General Conference USA & Canada. 

•  over the age of 18.  
Anyone can nominate a candidate for the Excellence  
in Preaching Award, including the candidate. 
The nomination must include:  

•  a brief biography of the candidate (including but  
         not limited to contact information, SDB church  
         service, and family information) 
 

•  a sermon submission (preferably video) from  
         the calendar year previous to when the award  
         will be given (i.e. 2020 for the 2021 award).  
 
Submissions will be judged on faithfulness to the 
Biblical text/context, Gospel connection, 
clarity/understanding, application to today’s audience, 
and delivery.   
Send nominations and submission information to  
the Director of Pastoral Services 
( jpethtel@seventhdaybaptist.org) at any time.  

The deadline for 2021 is July 3.

The recipient of the David L. Taylor Pastor’s Heart 
Award must be: 

•  a called pastor of a member church or a retired  
    pastor in a member church in the SDB General  
    Conference USA & Canada. 
•  over the age of 18.  

Anyone can nominate a candidate for the David L.  
Taylor Pastor’s Heart Award. The submission should 
include: 
 

•  a brief biography of the candidate (including but  
    not limited to contact information, SDB church  
    service, and family information).  
•  a summary of how they exhibit a pastor’s heart.  

A submission may be sent at any time to the Director  
of Pastoral Services 
( jpethtel@seventhdaybaptist.org).  

The deadline for 2021 is July 3.

Excellence in Preaching Award 

David L. Taylor Pastor’s Heart Award 

The Excellence in Preaching Award is an annual preaching award established to honor a 
commitment to excellence in the preparation and delivery of sermons to a congregation. 

The David L. Taylor Pastor’s Heart Award is an annual recognition award established in 
honor and memory of Pastor Dave Taylor, who was a beloved pastor to many SDBs. This 
award honors Pastor Dave’s legacy by recognizing a pastor who consistently exhibits a 
pastor’s heart and is a blessing to others. 
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of the glory given to Christian leaders, but it is a 
reverberation of things he has said previously in the 
letter: that our suffering may last for a little while but 
there is hope in the future.  
 
In verse 5, Peter goes on to talk to the rest of the 
church. He says likewise you who are younger—and 
again this isn’t necessarily chronological age: it is 
spiritually younger, it is those who are following the 
leaders—be subject to the elders, clothe yourselves, 
all of you, with humility towards one another. So he 
has one line about everybody else. He is talking to 
the whole church. Follow those leaders, be subject to 
them. You may not understand why they’re doing the 
things that they’re doing, but that doesn’t give you 
the right to complain about them behind their backs. 
Go talk to them and ask them what’s going on. Being 
subject to them doesn’t mean you follow them 
blindly—but it does mean that you trust that God has 
entrusted you to them as your leader. Be subject to 
your leaders with humility towards one another. Now 
he is tying it all together. If your leaders are willing 
leaders, who are not doing it for their own gain and 
who are not lording it over you, it sounds like they’re 
going to be humble leaders. If you, as a follower, are 
subject to your leader then you are also humble. If 
both of you are humble, then what will happen is that 
the church will flourish because you and your 
leaders—the leaders and the followers, the disciples 
and Jesus—will be working together, will be seeking 
good for each other.  
 

God Shows Grace to the Humble 
 
Are we a humble flock? Are we humble leaders? If we 
are, then God will have grace for us. 
 
1 Peter 5:6-7: So humble yourselves therefore under the 
mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may 
exalt you. Casting all your anxieties on him because he 
cares for you. 
 
Peter is following the example of Christ.  
 
Peter is saying if we live that humble life, if we don't 
seek our own gain, and we don't focus on the problems 
here and now, then when Christ returns, at the proper 

time, God will glorify us. How does he know this will 
happen? Because he saw Christ die; he saw Christ 
raised; and he saw Christ exalted. Jesus said to him, if 
you will follow after me, I will give you all that God has 
given to me. Peter knows that Jesus is the example of 
what it means to live a Christian life. If Jesus is the 
example, then we can have faith that just as Jesus 
was raised from the dead, we will be exalted. We will 
be raised. It may not happen today but, at the proper 
time, as Peter says, He will exalt you.  
 
In the previous chapter, Peter talked about the fiery 
trials; he knows it's not easy. Then because Jesus 
knows that here and now we have trials, He says to 
cast all your anxieties on him because he cares for you.   
 
I read a commentary on this by NT Wright. He said 
this about this verse: that what Peter is saying here is, 
pick up everything that is bothering you, everything 
that is weighing you down, and fling it on God's back. 
He will carry them. He will be delighted to do so. He 
loves you, after all. Peter says you know He loves you, 
so why wouldn't God take them? In fact, Jesus took 
them on the cross. It's interesting that Peter says this 
right before the next two verses.  
 
Verses 8 and 9: Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your 
adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 
seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, 
knowing that the same kind of sufferings are being 
experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 
 
Peter says cast your cares on God right before he 
reminds us where those anxieties and cares come 
from. He doesn't say be sober-minded, be watchful, 
your adversary Caesar of Rome seeks to destroy you. 
He doesn't say be careful, be sober-minded, your 
adversary Nancy Pelosi seeks to destroy you. He 
doesn't say be sober-minded, be watchful, your 
adversary the Democrats seek to destroy you. He 
doesn't say Russia seeks to destroy you. He doesn't 
say North Korea seeks to destroy you. He doesn't say 
COVID seeks to destroy you. He says the Devil seeks 
to destroy you! It is so easy right now to lose sight of 
who the real enemy is. Our enemy is not the other 
human beings who are suffering just like we are. 
 

Humble Leadership in God’s Power 
Continued from page 15
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I went to a church planting conference—I think it 
was the first time Pastor John Pethtel and I went to 
MULTIPLY. There was a pastor there who said that 
he traveled around the world and the one thing that 
every culture had in common was an understanding 
of suffering. He could go all over the world and they 
would have different foods, and different customs, 
and different clothing, but every single person he 
met understood what it meant to suffer. They had 
family who died; they had family who were sick; 
they knew what war was. Our adversary is not our 
fellow human beings because they suffer just like 
we do—maybe not the same kinds of sufferings, 
but they suffer. All of it is because of our adversary, 
the true adversary, the devil who seeks to destroy. 
The image of a lion is interesting because John 
uses the same language: that he comes to seek, 
kill, and destroy. Jesus said, “take heart I have 
overcome the world.”  
 
NT Wright has this to say: The actual human oppon-
ents, even your fiercest prosecutors or persecutors, 
are not, in fact, the real enemy. There is a real enemy 
and he will be using those people who come against 
you, those people that mock you, and hurt you. For 
the churches in Asia Minor, it was the people who 
were torturing them. But they were not the enemy. 
About 200 years ago, our society sought to get rid 
of God and replace God with enlightenment, with 
thinking, with moral understanding. The side effect 
of that was when we got rid of God, we got rid of 
the devil. When you got rid of the devil, you made 
yourself good. Then you live in a culture, in a 
society, that doesn't understand who God is. 
Because you don't understand who God is, you 
don't understand who the devil is. Because you 
don't understand who the devil is, you start thinking 
that your opponents are the devil. Yet we know the 
devil exists and the devil is our true adversary—but 
we still fight each other.  
 
Peter's point here at the end of the letter is that the 
suffering we go through is temporary. It may look 
like it is coming from others—but it is actually 
coming from the devil. What's more, that fiery trial 

he talked about in the previous chapter may not be 
persecution—it may actually be a refining fire that 
consumes imperfections and makes true metals 
shine more brightly. This was Peter's point in 
chapter four when he talked about the fiery trial. 
Our adversary is the devil and the things that we go 
through, the sufferings that we face, the trials that 
we face, God does not let those go void. God may 
not cause them but certainly uses them to grow our 
faith—so that on the other side of the trial, the things 
that are not of God are burned away. We are formed 
more and more like Him if our perspective on our 
suffering now, if our perspective on the conflicts of 
our world now, is that we can draw close to God. By 
drawing close to God, He will teach us a lesson. He 
will show us what it means. Then it makes enduring 
what we're seeing now easier.  
 
This is temporary and no matter what happens, God 
is the ruler of all. If things get worse for you, God 
will glorify you at the proper time. If things get 
better for you, praise God that He has given you a 
reprieve.  
 
Verses 10-11: And after you have suffered a little 
while, the God of all grace who has called you to his 
eternal glory in Christ will himself restore, confirm, 
strengthen, and establish you. To him be the 
dominion forever and ever. Amen.  
 
The hope is that God is coming to set everything 
right eventually. 
 
Maybe it's not happening today, and it might not 
happen tomorrow. 
 
We don't put our faith in worldly leaders, or policy, 
or elections because ultimately they will pass away. 
Nothing that we have, no earthly leader, will be the 
ultimate true king of the world. Peter spent an 
entire letter saying that the kingdom which we live 
in is not the kingdom of this world. Our hope is in 
the King of the Kingdom of God. His name is Jesus 
Christ, who will restore, confirm, strengthen, and 
establish us—to Him be the glory forever. Amen. 

Are we a humble flock? Are we humble leaders?  

If we are, then God will have grace for us.
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Health News 
Barb Green, Parish Nurse 

Milton, WI

For many of us it has been a year of walking in 
the wilderness. COVID-19 has been a major 
factor in this phenomenon, but there are many 
other factors also: death, illness, broken relation-
ships, or loss of life as we have always known it. 
For our family, the wilderness began in late 
summer, when I began to have mobility problems. 
I have been diagnosed with an inflammatory 
muscle disease. This has changed our life from 
one of a healthy active lifestyle to one basically 
confined to our apartment. As I have had time to 
reflect on the changes we are experiencing, I 
realize that not only are we not in this alone, but 
there are blessings to be found and reflected on. 
That is my focus for this article. 
  
In July 2019, we moved from our home in Janesville 
to Fairhaven, a senior residential facility in White-
water. We had talked about doing this for several 
years but not as quickly as we did. However, the 
timing became right, our house sold quickly, and 
we moved. Little did we know that 18 months 
later, we would need the services offered here. 
Every morning we thank God that we moved 
when we did. 
 
One of the advantages of being at Fairhaven is 
that we have supportive staff to help us through 
situations that we might have had trouble sorting 
through ourselves: the speed with which we were 
able to find excellent medical care over and over 
again; tests were moved up; we saw doctors and 
got results quicker than anticipated. 

In addition to services, we have made many new 
friends. These lovely people have showered us 
with blessings. Nearly every day I find a card or 
letter or something to eat outside our door. If the 
apartment door is open, someone will stop in and 
say hello. One friend, who I found out early on 
does not believe in God, left me a book of prayers 
and told me she was praying. Although isolated 
because of the pandemic, we are not alone. 
 
My inability to carry out some of my responsibilities 
here has allowed other people to find a place 
they can serve. I had been accompanying hymns 
for devotions weekly. I can no longer do this 
because of my muscle problem. A neighbor has 
been able to step in. It’s a perfect place for her 
since her husband has been moved to skilled 
nursing. She is delighted to be able to have time 
to play the piano. 
 
We have a small Seventh Day Baptist group  
here at Fairhaven. When we are able, we meet 
together in our apartment to watch the Milton 
Church service online. This is a joy for all of us. 
Lately, we have not been able to congregate.  
Our church family in Milton has been more than 
supportive. We received flowers at Christmas and 
Valentine cards from AWANA. 
 
Technology has become such an important part 
of our lives. During this time we are able to 
attend Sabbath school, church service, business 
meetings, staff meetings, and other events online. 

Wilderness Blessings



This not only helps pass the time but keeps us in 
touch with the world. 
 
Focusing on Jesus is a goal for all of us. This always 
seems to be a future goal. With time on my hands, I 
am able to do this more. 
 
Family—I would be remiss if I neglected to mention  
a very important part of our blessings. When our 
parents passed away 20 years ago we made an 
intentional effort to stay in touch as siblings since we 
were scattered all over the country. This required some 
planning and has included emails, phone calls, cards, 
gifts, and summer reunions. At this time in our lives the 
support of siblings, children, grandchildren, and 
friends, who are like family, is extremely important. I 
have the best husband/caregiver anyone could ask 
for. I thank God for him. 
 
Overall, even though this article doesn’t focus on a 
health issue as it usually does, I believe that it is 
important. We are all struggling. We are all in this 
together. We need to encourage one another, pray 
for one another and remember that God is in control. 
I challenge you to find your blessings in this wilder-
ness walk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We thank you, Barb, for the valuable information 
about our health that you have given us over the 
years! We wish you God’s care and blessings. 
 
This is the last column Barb will write for the Sabbath 
Recorder. Please continue to hold Barb in prayer as 
she has been diagnosed with ALS. Hospice has been 
called in to provide palliative and comfort care.
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Thank You!
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Brand New Day 

 “Thank you for a brand new day, 
a brand new chance to stand  

and say I love You.  
Help me find the words to say 

that tell you in a brand new way, 
I love You. Oh, how I love You, 

more than words can say, 
in the deepest heartfelt way, 

oh Lord how I love you.” 
 
Those lyrics from Tommy Walker’s praise song 
float through my brain many mornings, often 
before I’ve even brewed my first cup of coffee. 
Each new day is much more than a function of 
the clock or the calendar. It’s a gift from God 
to allow us a fresh start, whether the previous 
24 hours were productive or disruptive. And 
while our prayers for the most part are the 
same as yesterday’s—for us, for our family, for 
our country, for forgiveness, prayers of thanks-
giving—Jesus’ life, death and resurrection give 
a new perspective to those prayers each day.  
 
The Cross makes each day a “brand new day “ 
 through Jesus’ eyes. Don’t miss it! 
 
Lamentations 3:22-23: His compassions never  
fail. They are new every morning; great is Your 
faithfulness! 
 

—from Tune God In 
                Your Heart’s His Receiver  

      by Donna VanHorn
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Find a Listing of SDB Churches  
offering live streaming of their services: 
https://www.seventhdaybaptist.org/find-a-
church/livestreams/
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REVISED POLICY REGARDING 
OBITUARIES 

The Sabbath Recorder is revising its policy 
with regards to obituaries. We will be moving 
to a model that prints death notices that are 
submitted by churches. Any member church 
of the General Conference may have a death 
notice for a local church member printed in 
the Sabbath Recorder. Full obituaries may be 
obtained through local news sources. If full 
obituaries are submitted, they can be made 
available by request through the Director of 
History. Any information submitted will be 
archived in the SDB Library & Archives by the 
Biographies Subcommittee of the Council on 
History. Thank you for your understanding 
and patience as we work through revising our 
policy on obituaries. 
 
Death notices and full obituaries may be sent to 
sdbsr@seventhdaybaptist.org as we work on 
revising our policies. 
 
Requests for full obituaries or more information,  
contact Rev. Nicholas Kersten, Director of History: 
nkersten@seventhdaybaptist.org

CONTACT INFORMATION
CHURCH DEVELOPMENT &  
PASTORAL SERVICES 
Rev. John J. Pethtel, Director 
jpethtel@seventhdaybaptist.org 
office: (608) 752-5055 ext. 702 
cell: (304) 629-9823 

 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Jeremiah Owen, Director 
jowen@seventhdaybaptist.org 
office: (608) 752-5055 ext. 700 
cell: (818) 468-9077 

 
EDUCATION & HISTORY 
Rev. Nicholas J. Kersten, Director 
nkersten@seventhdaybaptist.org 
office: (608) 752-5055 ext. 701 
cell: (608) 201-4850 

 
SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST  
GENERAL CONFERENCE 
Carl Greene, Executive Director  
3120 Kennedy Road, PO Box 1678,  
Janesville, WI 53547-1678 
cgreene@seventhdaybaptist.org 
office: (608) 752-5055 ext. 703 

 
SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST  
MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
Andrew O. Samuels, Chief Executive Director 
129 Main St. #156, Ashaway, RI 02804 
info@sdbmissions.org  
office: (401) 596-4326

For access to the library of  
current and past issues of  

the Sabbath Recorder,  
go to your App Store and  

download the free SDB LINK app.



You have shown me  
the way of life, 
and you will fill me with  
the joy of your presence. 

 
—Acts 2:28 NLT
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July 25-31, 2021 

Save the Date for Virtual Conference. Watch for Details!

You won’t want to miss all of the action!  
 

Please follow Seventh Day Baptists on social media 
platforms (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube)  

and subscribe to our blog by emailing 
contact@seventhdaybaptist.org  

 
Also, bookmark the Conference Week 2021 webpage 

for all the latest updates including links   
to register and schedules at 

seventhdaybaptist.org/conferenceweek2021  
 

We are looking forward to “seeing” you in July!


