
           God, my shepherd! 
  I don’t need a thing. 

 
                  I’m not afraid 

      when you walk at my side. 
 

          Your trusty shepherd’s crook 
                               makes me feel secure. 

   
 

                                           — Psalm 23: 1 & 4 MSG
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Rejoice in our confident hope.  
Be patient in trouble, and  

keep on praying. 
 

—Romans 12:12 (NLT)
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The original song was written by Shirley Caesar

He’ll Do It Again 
 

You may be down and feel like  

God has somehow forgotten that  

You are faced with circumstances  

You can’t get through. 

Right now it seems that there’s no way out  

And you’re going under. 

But God’s proven time and time again  

He’ll take care of you.  
 

God knows the things you’re going through, 

And He knows how you’re hurting. 

You see, He knows just how 

Your heart has been broken in two. 

But He’s the God of the stars, of the sun, 

And the seas, and He is your Father. 

He can calm the storm. 

And He’ll find some way to fix it for you. 
 

And He’ll do it again,  

He’ll do it again. 

You’ll just take a look at  

Where you are now  

And where you’ve been.  

Well, hasn’t He always  

Come through for you? 

He’s the same now as then. 

You may not know how, 

You may not know when, 

But He’ll do it again.  
 

You may not know how and  

You may not know when, 

But I know that He’ll do it again.
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February 26, 2017, will live forever in my mind as the worst day of my 
life. Joanne, my wife of 20 years, walked into the room, her hand on 
the back of her head, and said, “I need you to take me to the E.R. I have 
a severe headache. But please don’t take me to ‘________’ hospital. They 
don’t do well with stroke victims.”  
 
“Wait… what?!” 
 
I was shocked and horrified, struggling to make sense of her words. 
But love and necessity gathered me up into an immediate response.  
“Let’s get you dressed,” I said.  
As she sat on the foot of the bed, socks in hand, I retrieved her shoes 
from the closet. 
“I can’t do it,” she said, offering me her socks.  
“That’s OK, Sweety, I got it.” 
Kneeling at her feet, I barely wrestled one sock over her toes when the 
seizure began. She folded over on top of me and we tumbled onto the 
floor together.  
 
I tend to remain calm in a crisis, but once the 911 call was completed, 
and the dispatcher had assured me that help was on the way, I 
allowed myself to break down. I cried over her. I prayed over her. I 
told her that I loved her – that I needed her. I begged her to stay with 
me. I begged the Lord to make her well. 
 
But He didn’t. 
 
Joanne died 5 days later on March 3, 2017. 

By Pastor Keith McCall

God is my Restorer
Within a few months, I found myself in a convenience store parking 
lot somewhere between home and the prison where I had just picked 
up my 27-year-old son, Keith, II. I had decided not to tell him about his 
stepmother’s death while he was locked up, but to wait until the ride 
home instead. He agreed that it was the right decision. 
 
“Son, you are welcome to stay with me for a while, as long as you can 
stay off the drugs. I just can’t go through that again. I seriously can’t 
handle it right now.” 
 
Surely, he would see that I needed him to stay clean. I needed him in 
my life again. I needed my son back.  
 
But addiction is an ugly, ugly thing, and even though he really tried, 
the temptation was too strong. He was drawn back into his old 
lifestyle. 



In October, 2017, when I returned home from a 
men’s retreat, I learned that he had been using 
again. There was no argument. “I know I have to 
move out,” he said, “I’ll get my things.” I could see 
the defeat and discouragement, the shame and 
regret in his face. 
 
All at once, the high of the weekend retreat 
became meaningless, crashing down on me like 
a ton of bricks, causing me to retreat into my 
bedroom where I prayed. When the knock came 
on my door, “I’m leaving now,” I came out and 
hugged him tightly and cried on his shoulder.  
I had no words. 
  
“I’ll be OK,” he reassured me, “Dad, I’ll be OK.”  
 
I had no fatherly advice, no pastoral advice—only 
sobs and tears—there was nothing I could say 
anymore, nothing I could do. I felt entirely helpless. 
Back in my room, I prayed one of those desper-
ate, wordless prayers that we pray when we 
really don’t know what to say. There is nothing  
in this world that I have ever wanted so much as 
for the Lord to restore my son in that moment. 
 
But He didn’t… yet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February, 2018, a much-anticipated phone call 
finally arrived. “Mr. McCall, I’m sorry about the 
mix-up. We should not have canceled your 
appointment today. Your results ARE in after all. 
Are you available to come in this afternoon?” 
 
“Well, Doc,” I laughed, “I suspect that if you had 
GOOD news for me, you would just tell me over 
the phone.” I was only joking really. 
 
Silence. 
 
Then I added. “It’s OK, I’m a big boy. Just tell me.” 
 
Perhaps I’m not as big a boy as I thought. 
“Squamous Cell Carcinoma” sounds more like a 
ride at the County Fair than cancer. 
 
“OK God, here we go again. You know the drill.  
 
Restore me…”  

“On second thought, I really don’t care whether 
you restore me or not.” 
 
I meant it. Not in a disrespectful way—more of a 
“God’s will be done” kind of way—I was just ready 
to accept whatever happened. 
 
2017 and 2018 certainly brought some difficult 
days. But God’s ways are above our ways. And 
even when we are confused, or hurting, or 
feeling abandoned, He is right there with us. He 
remains faithful. And I now understand that He 
was making me into something new. 
 
The Lord has often used praise and worship 
music to speak into my heart and soul in a way 
that little else can. While I don’t consider myself 
a musician, I often make a “joyful noise” with 
piano, guitar, and bass guitar. It was during this 
challenging time in my life when I heard “It is 
well” by Kristene Dimarco (If you’ve never heard 
it, YouTube it. It’s worth the time!).  
 
This song drew me to the piano. I had to learn it! 
The chorus, “Through it all, through it all, my 
eyes are on You,” brought healing every time I 
sang it out.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
And the bridge, “So let go, my soul, and trust in 
Him. The waves and wind still know His name.”  
I sang it over and over. And “It is well with my 
soul!” These words kept me grounded, remind-
ing me of how big my God is. 
 
I met Audra in the midst of it all. She was a great 
friend who eventually became my girlfriend, 
and then friend... and then girlfriend… and then 
friend... and girlfriend again (sorry Babe, I had 
some things to sort out. But thank you for being 
patient with me!). 
 
I remember one conversation that took place 
near the beginning of our friendship. “Joanne was 
so special,” I said, “such a blessing in my life—I just 
don’t know if I’ll ever meet anyone else who fulfills 
me like that.” Audra later texted a link to another 
great song that really spoke to my heart, “Do It 
Again,” by Elevation Worship. (Again, look it up!) 
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Continued from previous page...

“I've seen You move, You move the mountains,  
And I believe, I'll see You do it again 
You made a way, where there was no way  
And I believe, I'll see You do it again.” 
 
Wow. What an eye-opener. I was putting limits on God’s power. Duh! 
OF COURSE He can do it again!  
 
“God is the Restorer,” Audra said in a later conversation, “if you are 
meant to be married again, He will provide the right person.” I finally 
recognized how God was working things out in my life. Audra and I 
were married February 1, 2020. God certainly did “do it again.” 
Audra is a gift from God. My eyes were finally opened to see that she 
is exactly who God had planned for me in this new season of life. I 
am restored! 
 
I also recognize that Joanne has been restored. After all, she went to 
be with the Lord! How can I be upset about that!? She has fought the 
good fight. She has finished the race. Isn’t that what life is all about? 
Living for Him until we are together with Him in eternity? To quote 
the apostle Paul, “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 
(Philippians 1:21) 
 
Joanne lived for Jesus and He has restored her to Himself.  
Praise the Lord! 
 
And the cancer – GONE! Yes, I finally wised up and had the surgery 
in January, 2019. (Thanks for the advice, Dr. Ralph Mackintosh. And 
thank you, Dr. John Casler at Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville, Florida). 
God has restored my health. I am cancer-free. Praise the Lord! 
 
As for my son, I am happy to report that at the time of this writing, he 
is no longer a slave to his addiction. He has been clean for a full year 
and is currently leading in a sober living house, ministering to his 
house mates. God is doing some wonderful things in his life. His body 
is restored. His attitude is restored. Our relationship is restored. And 
most importantly, his relationship with his heavenly Father is restored.  
 
Thank you, Lord, our Restorer, who makes all things new. 
 
 

 

It is well with my soul.

Keith McCall is pastor of the 
Edgewater Seventh Day Baptist 
Church, FL.
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That was then; this is now.
Much of life involves a series of changes, some of which are large, others  
of which are small. Many of those changes test our ability to respond with 
wise choices, consistent with our commitment to God. Dealing with 
changes, whether large or small, and making the choices they require,  
is often a matter of perspective, of viewing life (as much as possible) from 
God’s perspective and realizing the wonder of His grace along the way.  
In some cases, it means recognizing a particular change is permanent, 
and there is no going back:  
 
That was then; this is now. 
 
When first diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis, I was a graduate student  
at the University of Wisconsin in Madison and knew nothing about the 
disease. A doctor at the hospital there recommended a series of steroid 
infusions he said might force it into remission. I followed his advice and 
thought no more about the matter, going on to finish my degree and 
continuing my involvement in the martial arts, an activity I had begun 
sometime earlier. Eighteen years later, having been in pastoral ministry  
for quite a while, the MS returned—there is no (further) treatment for the 
kind I have—and I steadily lost the ability to move about without assistance. 
(After forty years, I taught my final martial arts class last year, from a 
walker.) Noting the obvious physical difficulty I was having, the deacons 
and elders at the church wisely recommended that I seek early retirement. 
The physical change is permanent, and there is no going back: 
 
That was then; this is now. 
 
To be sure, “now” is certainly different from what I experienced before,  
but God has not changed, and He still enables me to choose how I will 
respond to this change. While I miss being physically active and being 
more fully engaged in ministry, I also realize that the more I can align my 
perspective with His perspective, the more my response to this change 
will accord with His will and the more I realize the wonder of His grace 
along the way. 
 
The change has not affected everything. While no longer teaching  
martial arts, there are still opportunities to minister. I do not get out  
much, but people come to see me, which I enjoy (although why they  
do so is often a mystery to me). I am also able to post studies and sermons 
to my blog that would otherwise remain in notebooks. (My wife says that  
I now have time to read for pleasure, which I have not done since college 
and grad school.) While the future is unknown, it need not be unproductive, 
and I trust that my continuing walk with God will yet yield fruit, because 
that was then; this is now.

By Rev. Paul Manuel, Ph.D.—2014 
Reprinted from the Sabbath Recorder, January 2015
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Have you ever said, “Man, I feel like I have been run over by a Mack truck? Let me tell you a 

story about the time I did get run over by a Mack truck, and God “Restored me with a Purpose.” 

 

November 3, 2017, started just like any other morning in our household: kissed husband 

goodbye, got the kids dressed and fed for school, and drove off for work. On that Thursday, I 

decided to try a new route to work, that according to GPS would have saved me three minutes 

from my morning commute. However, on that morning I never made it to school—instead a 

Mack truck ran into me and sent me flying the opposite direction through a hedge row of 

trees, coming to rest at the top of a ravine. Once I came to a rest, I wiggled my toes and took a 

breath. My first thought was “Welp! I’m not dead, so God’s not done.” And from that moment 

on, I was only able to only speak the name of Jesus. “Jesus, Lord Jesus” came off my lips as 

easily as breathing. If anyone asked me a question, even the simplest question such as my 

name, it took me all of my energy to get those words out of my mouth, but “Jesus Lord Jesus” 

came out easily. 

 

I arrived at the hospital 50 minutes later and was rushed into the trauma room, where they 

continued to monitor my vitals and take X-rays to determine their course of treatment. 

Throughout the day, they discovered I had shattered my pelvis, parts of my spine, broken my 

left shoulder and one of my toes, and had a collapsed lung as well. During that time, my 

numbers on the table would not stay regulated. While the doctors were getting anxious to find 

a reason, my lung tube would not go in properly, again causing the doctors to be anxious. 

Restored By Maura Mazza
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Then peace came. The numbers came up to normal so quickly the doctors didn’t believe  

they were my numbers; the lung tube went in with such ease, again the doctors were amazed. 

The trauma room saw one of the many miracles that happened in my life that day. 

 

I was on the trauma floor for a week, then transferred to rehab where I was for two weeks.  

I had to learn to walk, as well as how to care for myself. Three months after the day of the 

accident, I made it back to school. During that time, the Lord would put something on 

someone's heart to do something for our family and they responded without questioning,  

only to find out it was exactly what my family needed. This increased their faith and 

obedience. Now, they openly do what the Lord asks without asking. 

 

As I look back over the past three years, I see the hand of God restoring me back to His 

purpose. What the enemy tried to steal and destroy, He made beautiful, not only in my life, 

but in the life of my family and my church family. I can confidently say that the Lord did  

not take me that day because He was not done with me. So, if you are reading this, He is not 

done with you. Is there something that the Lord is asking you to do and you are questioning, 

“What if I am wrong?” or “What if I look silly?” I would ask that you stretch your faith and 

allow the Lord to work. He will use everything to bring Him glory, whether it is a random 

phone call or text message to someone you haven’t talked to in awhile, or bringing someone 

flowers or dinner. I can guarantee that He will use the moment to not only minister to that 

person, but to you as well.

Maura Mazza has been a member 

of the Shiloh, NJ, Seventh Day Baptist 

Church for the past 17 years and is 

one of the teachers for the Jr/High/ 

College Sabbath School class “All to 

Jesus” (A2J). She is also involved in 

planning mission trips for the 

church.

SR



12  June 2021 • SR

Where Does YOUR Hope Come From? By Cheri Appel

God has used the COVID–19 worldwide pandemic for good. He has made us 
decide where to place our HOPE. When we watch and listen to others around 
us, their words and actions reveal where their HOPE comes from.   

Some rely on their own abilities:  
“We will stay home and have everything delivered.”   
Others place their faith in scientific resources:  
“We’ve all been vaccinated now.”   
But when the dialog continues, the limit to human abilities becomes clear  
revealing underlying fears :  
“I don’t like to think about the mutated viruses coming from other countries.” 

 
Where does your HOPE come from? How do you remain serene and calm in  
the face of adversity? In the following paragraphs you will read the stories of 
senior, mature Christians whose lives have not been easy, nor have they, 
themselves, been perfect. They agreed to share their lives with you in the HOPE 
that you will be inspired by their testimonies. (The names have been changed 
to protect their privacy.) 
 
ANNA grew up with many siblings in extreme poverty. Family life included 

physical, emotional, verbal and sexual abuse. From her alcoholic parents 
and relatives, she experienced some of the worst a childhood could offer. 
God called Anna out of that chaotic home to flourish in a local church. She 
could act and “be normal” on the days she attended. Her gifts of music and 
worship were recognized and encouraged by the congregation. God gave 
her a love of His Word. When old enough, Anna sought escape from her 
parents’ home through marriage. However, for 20 years she lived in fear 
as similar dark issues of alcohol, poverty, and verbal abuse continued. 
Through her quiet witness and constant prayer, her husband finally 
accepted Jesus as Lord. Meanwhile, her son decided to abandon 
Christianity, making her one of many parents in the spiritual fight for a 
child of lost faith. Today, in her 70’s, fibromyalgia, and a painful body are 
constants in her daily life. Anna runs a business of computer support and 
repair. She brings her strong Christian witness, along with her thorough 
knowledge of the Bible, into every home she visits. Anna’s HOPE is in  
El Elyon—the Lord Most High. 
 

JULIA, the only daughter of a single mother, learned very early in life that she 
would be the mental and emotional adult in their relationship. When her 
loving grandmother took her to church as a young child, she met Jesus. 
Julia always longed for a “normal and ideal family” with two parents and 
siblings as often shown in TV programs. She and her mother constantly 
struggled with a meager income, so as a teen, Julia worked to support the 
two of them. She married a Christian, but sadly, that union ended in 
divorce. Now in her seventies, Julia’s second marriage is to a wonderful 
Jewish man. Her heart does ache to openly share her faith with him. She 
prays he will come to believe in Jesus as the Messiah. Without children of 
her own, God blessed Julia with the opportunity to help raise two step 
granddaughters. She remains very close to them today and that fulfills her 
longing for family connection. Julia lives with a heart condition and chronic 
back pain, but that doesn’t stop her from being a Bible study leader. She 
researches and reads extensively in order to provide enriching knowledge 
and sensitive leadership. Her HOPE is in Jehovah Raah—the Shepherd who 
lays down His life for His sheep.  
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HANNAH. Years ago, Hannah’s husband walked 
out of their home and marriage, leaving her to 
raise four young sons‐ the youngest a baby—with 
no income. Suddenly, she had to rely on the 
generosity of others to get through those extremely 
difficult days, months and years.  She continues to 
praise God for the loving husband and father He 
eventually brought to her family. Now, a widow in 
her 80’s, she has great empathy for others and is a 
tremendous prayer warrior for those in need. 
Hannah is especially sensitive to widows, who like 
herself, spent all of last year sheltering at home, 
alone. Long ago, Hannah learned to put her HOPE  
in Jehovah Nissi—our Banner and our Protector. 

 
MARIA.  Four years ago, Maria was forced 
to separate and divorce from her Christian 
husband, a pastor. Behind the closed doors 
of their home, he was physically, emotion‐
ally and verbally abusive. He used scripture 
to control her submission to him. This past 
winter, living on her own, the pandemic 
caused Maria’s job and income to end. 
Rising very early every frigid morning she 
chose to hike the surrounding desert lands 
and foothills. She sought her Lord, studied 
His Word, and listened for His guidance. As 
Maria relied on her Savior and deepened 
her faith, she never needed to ask for help. 
Amazingly, the Holy Spirit moved friends  
to fill her refrigerator and support her 
financially. Maria expresses praise and 
thanks to Adonai—her only Master.  
 
Today, back at work, Maria witnesses to  
co‐workers with her upright attitude and 
positive words. When they wonder how 
she survived the pandemic unemployment, 
she speaks about her HOPE. In addition, 
Maria is working on a vision the Lord gave 
her to open a shelter specifically for abused 
women who have had God’s Word twisted 
in order to make them compliant. Often 
these women are misunderstood and left 
unsupported in their churches. Their 
issues are seen as marriage problems 
rather than an abusive, controlling spouse. 
Maria is part of a related electronic 
national network, participating in small 
group teaching, which includes sharing her 
Hope in Jehovah‐Jireh – Our Provider. 

LYDIA, in her late 80’s, is a lovely lady and a 
sincere encourager. Below her smile and 
easy laugh, she knows the pain of losing a 
daughter. Only occasionally does she speak 
of the deep loss and heartache that caused 
her to turn to her Lord repeatedly for HOPE. 
Although she suffers with painful medical 
issues that often keep her from sleep, Lydia 
is a strong Christian role model and 
cheerful mentor to all.  

 

ABIGAIL, whose adult son passed away 
suddenly just a year ago, is comforted 
by her friendship with Lydia. Humble, 
quiet and selfless, it took courage for 
Abigail to share her loss openly with 
others in the Bible study group. She  
and her husband are just now able to 
visit in person with their grieving 
daughter‐in‐law and grandchildren 
who miss their daddy very much. 
Currently studying and leading a group 
whose purpose is to disciple others, 
Abigail and her husband join Lydia, 
leaning on El Shaddai, All Sufficient 
One, for their HOPE.  

 
As the 2020 news of the COVID‐19 virus flooded 
into our world, I admit my first reaction was fear. 
Fear of what came into my home, fear of going 
out, fear of other people, fear of becoming ill, fear 
of the unknown. In December, when my husband 
exhibited the symptoms and tested positive, I 
sobbed in fear, knowing the exposure would 
cause me to become ill as well. In fact, all of our 
65 and older family suffered from the virus, and 
we grieve a death. But Jesus, our Best Friend 
Forever, stood with open arms. Who better to be 
our Superhero than Jehovah Rapha, the Great 
Physician? He is the Omnipotent, Omniscient, 
Omnipresent Jehovah Sabaoth—the Lord of 
Hosts! 
 
Where have you placed your HOPE? SR

Cheri is a retired Elementary Educator who lives with her husband, Rob, near family, in Palm Desert, CA. She is blessed to spend her days enjoying her passions: creating with her sewing machine and writing Bible-based devotions or articles encouraging a Christ reflecting life.
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Restored  

for  

More  

than  

Counterfeit  

Hope

By Carl Greene 

Executive Director

Seventh Day Baptist Historian Don Sanford once stated that Seventh 
Day Baptists have at times been “tempted to the comfortable security 
of a known past in preference to the uncertainty of an unknown 
future.”1  As God brings us through seasons of restoration, we soak in 
greater health and security, to the point that we do not want to risk 
losing what we have. 
 
In order to get around the discomfort of uncertainty and the lack of 
unity regarding the trajectory of our collective future, it is easy to buy 
into counterfeit hope. Counterfeit hope is where we are focused on 
our collective sense of comfort over missional faithfulness. Counterfeit 
hope is easily available — simply through selectively idolizing our past, 
present, or future. 
 
Let’s take a look at three kinds of counterfeit hope so we know what 
we are looking to avoid:2 
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Hope of Reruns. This counterfeit hope is where we want to relive the 
past. Rather than remembering the past to inform the present, we are stuck  
in the past and simply want to enjoy a do-over of our glory years.  
 
As wonderful as the past might be, though, it is never as good the second time 
through. Think about a 20th wedding anniversary. The happy couple reflects 
on years of wedded bliss, and want to relive their special day. They get a giant 
20-year-old piece of cake from their wedding day out of the freezer — all fuzzy 
with freezer burn and accumulated frost. Yum! The hope of reruns leaves a 
bad taste in our mouths. 
 
Hope of Wishes. A counterfeit hope of the present. We think that if we 
are positive enough, if we have a good attitude, if our desire is sincere, things  
will simply work out and our problems will go away -- or we will at least 
receive what we want. 
 
As fun as it is to wish for a better day, it is usually not super effective. Picture 
yourself with a cake once again (notice the illustrative theme), this time a 
birthday cake. The cake is afire with all the candles representing your years 
of breathing, and you pause before blowing out the candles. You close your 
eyes, wish for that miniature kangaroo that you have wanted for decades, 
blow out the candles, and then open your eyes. Big surprise, the hope of 
wishing was rather disappointing (although it could be worse, you might 
have gotten what you wished for). 

 
Hope of Dreams. This is the misplaced hope of being stuck in the 
future. This is where we think that life will magically get better in the future  
because it is not the present. We escape the present by thinking about the 
possibilities of what might happen. In fact, we get stuck in the future and miss 
the present. We become consumed by “if only” statements — life would be 
great “if only” this happens, or “if only” that does not happen. 
 
Let’s go to cake one more time. I am invited to have a piece of carrot cake  
with amazing cream cheese frosting — one of my favorites. There is even the 
promise of ice cream. But, I would have to get up from my seat to get my cake 
and ice cream. I start to dream about “if only” one of my kids would bring it  
to me so I do not have to get up. Hours later, I am still at the table, dreaming  
of sugary goodness — but only experiencing a counterfeit of what could have 
been.  
    
Our Conference theme is “Restored for a Purpose.” We are not restored for 
counterfeit hope that is selfishly focused on our past, present or future. We  
are restored to join God in His work of actively advancing His Kingdom. I am 
so looking forward to the speakers who will be sharing with us during Virtual 
Conference Week, July 25 to July 31. Stay tuned in as we consider our purpose 
as a Conference of churches, and turn aside from the cake of counterfeit hope. 
 
 
 
1 Sanford, Don A. 1992. A Choosing People: The History of Seventh Day Baptists. Nashville:  
   Broadman Press, 240. 
2 Strobel, Lee. 2015. Case for Hope. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 6-11. Strobel places three kinds  
   of hope in juxtaposition to biblical hope: “wishful thinking, blind optimism, hopeful dreams.”
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By Andy Samuels 
Chief Executive Director 
SDB Missionary Society

FOCUS on 
Missions

Hope  
Renewed  

In The 
Ivory Coast

At least there is hope for a tree: If it is cut down, it will 
sprout again, and its new shoots will not fail. Its roots 
may grow old in the ground and its stump die in the soil, 
yet at the scent of water it will bud and put forth shoots 
like a plant. 

—Job 14:7-9 
 
 

We left Ivory Coast  
having seen a cut down tree 

sprout again.  

Above: A section of the congregation 
Left: Gifts of African outfits given to Pastors JR Shick and Andy Samuels
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As the Missionary Society Directors put together their proposed international 
travel schedule for 2020, a trip to Sierra Leone and Ivory Coast was planned 
for March that year. Everything was in place: airline tickets purchased, 
necessary contacts made, a schedule developed, and anticipation filled the air. 
Andy Samuels and Pastor David Johnson, of Sabbath Chapel in Flowery Branch, 
Georgia, would make the trip. 
 
Then the dreaded corona virus, COVID-19, hit the world with a vengeance. 
One week before the scheduled departure date in March, the trip was called 
off. International travel was shutting down, the uppercut of the pandemic 
punched the world in its unsuspecting stomach, and no one knew what the 
next move would be. 
 
What a disappointment for our brethren in the Ivory Coast and Sierra Leone. 
Their hopes of a visit had been raised, only to be dashed again. Carefully 
monitoring the new travel rules, regulations, and protocols of the pandemic, 
and after almost one full year of no international travel, the Missionary 
Society Directors renewed plans for a trip to West Africa, to include Sierra 
Leone and Ivory Coast, of course, and with the addition of Ghana and Liberia.  
 
That trip with Pastors Andy Samuels and Garfield Miller got off to a good start 
and then encountered a snag which caused the Ivory Coast leg to be aborted. 
Disappointment once again. Dashed hopes once again. It was difficult to 
explain the change of plans to our brothers and sisters in the Ivory Coast. 
 
Two months later, for a third time in a year, Seventh Day Baptists in the Ivory 
Coast received word of an intended visit by the Missionary Society. Quite 
understandably, their initial reaction was, “Why should we believe you now? 
You have built up and then deflated our hopes twice before, and we are not 
enthused by another promise.” Our Ivory Coast leader reported that he was 
having difficulty mobilizing his people to be overwhelmingly responsive to 
this latest plan. 
 
Nevertheless, by the mercies of the Lord, the trip became a reality, although 
threatened by several factors. Andy Samuels and Pastor JR Shick, of the White 
Cloud SDB Church in Michigan, embarked on the journey arriving in Abidjan, 
the capital city of Ivory Coast on the evening of April 26, 2021. In spite of the 
fact that the plane was late and some checked baggage not received, the brethren 
waited and worshiped at the main church, eagerly anticipating our arrival. An 
enthusiastic congregation engaged in a powerful time of worship, we had an 
opportunity to bring greetings, and we had the feeling of being reunited with 
family members we had not seen for a long time. 
 
Hope became a reality. The people waited. And the Lord renewed their 
strength as He promises to do in Isaiah 40:31. The following day, a visit was 
made to the meeting place of the second congregation. Then, a meaningful 
meeting with the leaders of the Ivory Coast SDB ministries took place, where 
a vision for the growth of the churches was shared, along with an expression 
of the biggest challenges and needs facing the congregations. Neither of the 
two churches have their own facility, and that makes ministry difficult. In 
seeking to fulfill the Great Commission, they have employed the use of evan-
gelistic films in public places, door-to-door witnessing, street meetings, as 
well as prison and hospital ministries. 
 
The congregation was back later in the evening for another pulsating worship 
experience, with participation by young and old. We had opportunity to preach 
the Gospel, and saw fervent response from those who desired a change of 
direction for their lives, and a fulfillment of their God-given potential.

Worship time

Pastor JR Shick preaching

SR
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Virtual Conference Week 2021

President Kevin Butler and our Conference Week team are looking forward to 
helping you discover how we are Restored for a Purpose during our virtual 
Conference Week from July 25 to 31, 2021.  
 
Some of your favorite and new SDB speakers will be exploring this theme 
deeper with Bible studies, prayers, worship, and messages. There will be a few 
workshops helping us to learn about The 9 Arts of Spiritual Conversation and 
our own SDB Heritage including the celebration of the 350th anniversary of the 
first SDB church in North America.  
 
There will be a virtual vendor area for you to learn more about the ministries  
of the General Conference, Memorial Fund, and Missionary Society.  
 
Registration is REQUIRED. There is NO cost to registrants but we are 
requesting a donation ($25 suggested, but any amount is welcome) to help us 
defray the production expenses of this event. There will also be a Conference 
offering to be taken to solidify the current work that SDBs are doing through our 
network of churches.  
 
Leading up to our virtual Conference Week, you will be able to hear from the 
Conference Directors who will provide updates to their work on your behalf as 
well as some Women’s Society virtual events. During the week after Conference 
Week, the SDB Missionary Society will have some opportunities for participation 
in their work including the annual Gospel Feet 5K.  
 
You won’t want to miss all of the action! Please follow Seventh Day Baptists on 
social media platforms (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube) and subscribe 
to our blog by emailing contact@seventhdaybaptist.org. Also, bookmark the 
Conference Week 2021 webpage for all the latest updates including links to 
register and schedules at seventhdaybaptist.org/conferenceweek2021. We are 
looking forward to “seeing” you in July! SR

By John J. Pethtel 
Conferences Coordinator
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Our Conference theme verse says, 
“And the God of all grace, who called you  

to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have 
suffered a little while, will himself restore you 
and make you strong, firm and steadfast.” 
(1 Peter 5:10 NIV) 
 

The New International Version conveys the 
idea of suffering as almost an afterthought, or a 
parenthetical inclusion. Some translations begin 
with this phrase about suffering. It was certainly 
on the mind of Peter and the hearers of his letter. 
They were suffering from severe religious 
persecution. 

But I like the NIV rendering of this verse 
since the first focus is on God, His grace and  
His glory. 

Do we ever get so overly bogged down by 
focusing on our suffering that we forget about 
our God of grace, His calling us, His eternal 
glory, His restoring us and renewing us? 
 

I could go into great detail about my challeng-
ing time fighting cancer a few years ago. 
Highlights on the timeline: 

Experiencing strange physical symptoms. 
Blood tests showing odd numbers. An enlarged 
stomach but having weight loss. Questions of 
the unknown. Undergoing a biopsy. Slammed 
with the news that it was cancer. 

The maddening confusion of two misdiag-
noses until confirming the correct type of cancer. 
Agreeing to proceed with the recommended 
treatments. 

The pain and costs (physical, emotional, 
financial) of chemo, sometimes getting wheeled 
into appointments being too weak to stand. 
Hospitalization to solve the puzzling blood 
levels. 

Sitting at the kitchen table with head in hand, 
struggling to eat anything (it all tasted terrible). 
Kneeling at the side of our bed, praying and 
moaning in pain. Surgeries, procedures, follow-
up scans, the wondering of a return… 

As I look back, one of the toughest things to 
endure was realizing that Janet was right there 

by my side. She could only sit by, suffering 
patiently and faithfully in silence, sharing up-
dates with the kids. It took a lot out of both of 
us. I am so thankful for her steadfast presence. 
 

See how easy it is to dwell on suffering? I 
don’t want to only be known as “the one with 
cancer.” 

Do you deal with others who are truly stuck 
on their suffering? It’s crucial to keep working 
through the challenging times and to see that  
all of the “whys” of the process lead to His 
restoration. We must have hope. 

For me, that year of cancer was “a little 
while,” and certainly a “little while” that I don’t 
care to repeat. 

Truth is, even the lame man at the pool of 
Bethesda—who was stricken for 38 years—was 
called to endure “a little while” of suffering. 

The tougher truth is, for those who suffer 
some horrible physical or situational challenges 
from Day 1 until death, in light of eternity, it’s 
still “a little while.” The restoration might not 
take place in this life. 

Let’s see 1 Peter 5:10 as a process for all of us: 
–Give praise to the God of all grace. 
–Thank Him that He has called us to His glory. 
–Be reminded that suffering is part of our  
   journey. 
–Be assured that the journey points toward    
   being restored. 
–And being restored leads us to being made  
   strong, firm and steadfast. 
 

I don’t see that as the end of the story. Could  
I add three more dots and three more words at  
the end?  

God Himself will “make you strong, firm and 
steadfast … for a purpose.”  
 

This pathway isn’t just for our personal 
edification and restoration. There is a greater 
purpose for this journey He has placed us on. 
As we progress on this road to eternal healing, 
we are called to bring others along and start the 
glorious process for them. Be restored!

By Kevin Butler 
Conference President

Suffering a Little While
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As I can recall, my introduction to the world of apologetics came somewhere 
in the early years of high school. I read the book, The Case for a Creator by 
Lee Strobel and was hooked. I’ve always enjoyed verbal sparring, debate, and 
science—this was a way to incorporate my enjoyment of those things into my 
faith. As a matter of course, the verse 1 Peter 3:15: always be prepared to give 
an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
have, was often touted as a foundational verse to spur Christians on the 
apologetic quest. 
 
I think many people take this verse and the pursuit of apologetics down the 
avenue of defending the faith from those crafty atheists looking to corrupt 
young impressionable Christians with their anti-god rhetoric. Apologetics 
seems like a good way to follow Peter’s exhortation and at the same time 
avoid the common pitfall of many Christians: falling away from the church.  

Being Prepared 
By Katrina Goodrich 
Women’s Society
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SR

 
Apologetics is a very worthy and wonderful pursuit of study—but I 
wonder if the way we treat it is leading or contributing to some of  
the blatantly fruitless arguing and staunch hostile disagreement  
that pervades the church at large, causing frustration among the  
body and corroding the witness of believers to others.  
 
1 Peter 3:15 doesn’t end with giving reason for the hope we have but 
continues on to say, but do this with gentleness and respect. How many 
times in the past year have you shared the hope you have with 
gentleness and respect? How many times in the past year have you, 
your friends, or others neglected to give opinions with gentleness and 
respect? By all means stand up for what you believe in but don’t 
delude yourself into thinking your response to non-believers is 
sanctified or sanctioned by Christ if it isn’t gentle or respectful. We’re 
called to be peacemakers, not warmongers.  
 
In the pursuit of finding the right proof and way to answer those who 
openly oppose the idea of a creator, it seems like the rebuttal answer 
and the win has become more important than the reason why we 
looked for the proof in the first place. In the eternal equation, when the 
“win” becomes the most important thing, everybody loses.  
 
Something I really appreciate about Case for the Creator is that Lee 
Strobel has done his homework and really researched the point he’s 
made and uses. He did a ton of research and spoke to experts and 
verified his facts and took a lot of time to come to the conclusions he 
did. I feel confident the information he wrote in his book is sound and 
am confident using the information he gives to support my ideas and 
views on things. By contrast, it seems healthy to question information 
provided by someone who spent 15 minutes researching something 
and then disseminating information that is unverified and from sources 
that may be biased.  
 
Critical thinking and sourcing isn’t really at the core of mainstream 
apologetics. It’s more like, here is the researched information you can 
use. The problem arises when we use this model to develop opinions 
outside the realm of proven information. If we can’t source critical and 
accurate unbiased information, it is easy to be led astray. Even more 
so when we use the opinion of an “expert” who isn’t really an expert, or 
who is an expert but not in the field we’re trying to research or have an 
opinion in. 
 
So before you make that next Facebook post or respond to someone 
with a different opinion than yours, try these two things: make sure the 
opinion or information that you’re using is valid; if you can’t say it in a 
way that is gentle and respectful, keep it in until such time as you can. 
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Last month we stepped away from the benediction portion of Revelation 1 in order to talk 

about our Conference theme: Restored for a Purpose. We took time to look at the God of all 

grace, exploring how He has called us for a purpose. This month I would like to step back 

into the benediction (Revelation 1:4-8) in order to take a look at what this benediction 

reveals about our God. We’ve already talked about God’s grace (God’s favor) that He pours 

upon us. We’ve also seen His peace which Jesus Himself promised us: a peace that comes 

as a result of His presence and favor. We also learned about “...the seven Spirits who are 

before His throne…” where seven represents completion. So while the Christian religion is 

a monotheistic religion, our limitless God is of a nature which our human languages are 

not fully capable of describing. 

 

For now we see in a mirror, dimly but then face to face.  

Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. 
—1 Corinthians 13:12 

 

Prayer Time  

The nature of God is revealed throughout the pages of scripture but we need help in order 

to see beyond a dim image in a mirror. Please join with me in prayer that the Holy Spirit 

will today reveal the glory of God as we study His nature as described in Revelation 

chapter 1. 

The Book of 

Revelation  

Tell Me More About Our God 
 

Study Lesson 5 by Dennis Coleman, Seventh Day Baptist Church of Shiloh, NJ
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Revelation 1: 4-8 
 

What else does this benediction tell us about our 

God? John describes God by saying: 

 

◼ God is “...Him who is and who was and who is  

to come…” —God is eternal. He existed in the past, 

even before time began. He exists even as you read 

this sentence. He will exist in the future, beyond the 

time limit of this current creation. As a part of His 

unchanging nature, He just simply is. 

◼ John describes the seven Spirits of God who are 

before His throne. I covered the seven Spirits in the 

April article. Take a look back if you want to see 

what “seven” means in this passage. 

◼ The son of God is the faithful witness. John 1: 18 

tells us that the Son has declared God. He was sent 

to reveal the perfect nature and will of our God, 

and we can trust in what He declares because He  

is the truth. 

◼ Jesus is the firstborn from the dead. Colossians  

1: 18 tells us that Jesus is the head of the church. He 

is the only begotten of God and He is the beginning. 

He is the resurrection (John 11: 25) and the only 

one to raise Himself from the dead. 

◼ Jesus is “...the ruler over the kings of the earth.”  

I think that is self-explanatory and is supported by 

Psalm 110: 1, 1 Timothy 6: 15 and Revelation 17: 14. 

(Don’t take my word for it. Go read them for 

yourself.) 

◼ In these verses God is revealed as Father (the 

eternal One), Spirit (Who is before the throne), and 

Son (the faithful witness and ruler over the kings of 

the earth). 

 

In revealing God’s nature, Revelation tells us about 

what He has done (and is doing) for us. 

 

◼ God loves us 

◼ Because He loves us, Jesus washed us from our 

sins in His own blood. Hebrews 9: 13-14 tells us that 

this blood cleanses our conscience from dead 

works that we are now able to serve the living God. 

◼ Jesus has made us kings (and queens). 

◼ Jesus has made us priests unto our Father  

(1 Peter 2: 5). Remember only the priests were 

allowed to serve in the holiest parts of the temple: 

the areas considered to be directly before the 

throne. 

 

More about our God: 

 

◼ God has dominion (sovereignty, supreme 

authority, supreme power) forever and ever. 

◼ Jesus is returning, coming with clouds (See also 

Matthew 24: 30). 

◼ Everyone will see Him when He returns. One of 

the students in the class I am teaching asked if a 

blind person will be able to see Him. I honestly 

don’t know but I trust that God has a way and that 

verse 7 of Revelation will be fulfilled, even for the 

blind. 

◼ Even those who reject Him (His enemies) will 

see Him. Those who reject Him today have joined 

in allegiance with those who pierced Him and as 

such today they stand in those same shoes. 

◼ The people of earth will mourn because of Him. 

This describes the astonishment that will be felt at 

Jesus’ second coming and perhaps even the pain 

and terror that will be felt worldwide as a result of 

His judgment. I believe that for those who reject 

Christ, His return is a disaster during which the 

only possible response is to mourn. 

◼ But For those who have received Jesus as their 

Lord and Savior and who have been redeemed 

according to the perfect will of the Father, the 

second coming is something we should look 

forward to with excitement. As such we can join 

with John in saying, “Even so, Amen.” 

 

The benediction section of Revelation 1 ends with 

Jesus speaking to John. The Lord declares in verse 

8 that He is the Almighty, using other words which 

would equate Him with the Father, declaring 

Himself to be the One “...who is and who was and 

who is to come.” This is a bold statement, one He 

will repeat in verse 11. He is declaring in effect that 

He and the Father have the same nature. As such 

He is declaring that He is God. SR

we need help to see beyond a dim image...
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As I continue my slow progress towards completion of a doctorate in 
church/parachurch leadership, I have read thousands of pages about 
the church and its purposes, structures, and missions. In doing so, I 
have fallen in love over and over with the local church—the bride of 
Jesus Christ. The local church is Jesus’ Plan A for saving the world and 
there is no Plan B. I believe that the local church is the hope of the world 
as long as it points people to the head of the church and salvation itself, 
Jesus Christ.  
 
Jesus has placed that love for the local church in my heart and, not just 
my own local church, but any and all local churches that declare and 
demonstrate the gospel. The more I see our world falling apart and 
hopelessness taking root in the lives of many, the more I know that the 
world needs to hear and see the only hope that never fails—the gospel 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
 
The local church that embraces this mission of hope desires to pursue 
greater health and vitality as it displays to the world the mysteries and 
joys of the gospel. All around us we see people proclaiming news of the 
church’s illness and offering both diagnosis and cure. Yet most of these 
cures are not working, for they are not drawn from Scripture. Book-
shelves at Christian bookstores are groaning under the weight of books 
about how to make churches bigger, stronger, and more appealing to 
unbelievers. Some authors have interviewed new believers to ask what 
drew them to church, and others have turned to hardened unbelievers 
to ask what might draw them to church. I have read many of these 
books—probably too many—and it seems that none of them hold the 
answer, for while churches are springing up all over North America, 
the number of church-goers continues to decline. Furthermore, the 
theology of the “average church-goer” continues to worsen as new and 
exciting teachings are introduced to the church, many of which have 
no Biblical basis. 
 
All of this has contributed to my desire, or even need, to understand 
the church and to urge it on to pursue greater health and vitality. If the 
church is God’s “Plan A,” and I believe that it is, to bring hope to the 
world, we need to understand the importance of the local church. If 
you desire to see the local church, your local church, declare and 
demonstrate the gospel in a more effective and meaningful way, the 
PULSE Church Health Process is one of the ways that the Conference 
can partner with you in your pursuit of greater health and vitality. 
PULSE is for every church. If your local church wants to grow into its 
role as Jesus’ Plan A for our world, contact me to talk more about 
PULSE and what it might look like for your church to participate. 

The Local Church is  
the Hope of the World
By Rev. John J. Pethtel, Director 
     Church Development and Pastoral Services

SR
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The recipient of the Excellence in Preaching Award  
must be: 

•  a member of a member church in the SDB  
         General Conference USA & Canada. 

•  over the age of 18.  
Anyone can nominate a candidate for the Excellence  
in Preaching Award, including the candidate. 
The nomination must include:  

•  a brief biography of the candidate (including but  
         not limited to contact information, SDB church  
         service, and family information). 
 

•  a sermon submission (preferably video) from  
         the calendar year previous to when the award  
         will be given (i.e. 2020 for the 2021 award).  
 
Submissions will be judged on faithfulness to the 
Biblical text/context, Gospel connection, 
clarity/understanding, application to today’s audience, 
and delivery.   
Send nominations and submission information to  
the Director of Pastoral Services: 
( jpethtel@seventhdaybaptist.org) at any time.  

The deadline for 2021 is July 3.

The recipient of the David L. Taylor Pastor’s Heart 
Award must be: 

•  a called pastor of a member church or a retired  
    pastor in a member church in the SDB General  
    Conference USA & Canada. 
•  over the age of 18.  

Anyone can nominate a candidate for the David L.  
Taylor Pastor’s Heart Award. The submission should 
include: 
 

•  a brief biography of the candidate (including but  
    not limited to contact information, SDB church  
    service, and family information).  
•  a summary of how they exhibit a pastor’s heart.  

A submission can be sent at any time to the Director  
of Pastoral Services: 
( jpethtel@seventhdaybaptist.org).  

The deadline for 2021 is July 3.

Excellence in Preaching Award 

David L. Taylor Pastor’s Heart Award 

The Excellence in Preaching Award is an annual preaching award established to honor a 
commitment to excellence in the preparation and delivery of sermons to a congregation. 

The David L. Taylor Pastor’s Heart Award is an annual recognition award established in 
honor and memory of Pastor Dave Taylor, who was a beloved pastor to many SDBs. This 
award honors Pastor Dave’s legacy by recognizing a pastor who consistently exhibits a 
pastor’s heart and is a blessing to others. 



https://www.seventhdaybaptist.org 

https://www.facebook.com/7thDayBaptists 

https://twitter.com/7thDayBaptists 

https://7thDayBaptists.tumblr.com/ 

https://www.pinterest.com/7thDayBaptists/ 

https://www.sabbathrecorder.com 

Find a Listing of SDB Churches  
offering live streaming of their services: 
https://www.seventhdaybaptist.org/find-a-
church/livestreams/

 SDBs ONLINE

CONRAD—Devon Eldwin Conrad went to be with our 
Lord March 19, 2021. He was born December 3, 1927,  
in Nappanee, IN. He was a loving husband and father of 
three children. The service with military honors was in 
Dodge Center, MN.

DEATH NOTICE
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CONTACT INFORMATION
CHURCH DEVELOPMENT  
PASTORAL SERVICES 
CONFERENCES COORDINATOR 
CRISIS MANAGEMENT OFFICER 
Rev. John J. Pethtel, Director 
jpethtel@seventhdaybaptist.org 
office: (608) 752-5055 ext. 702 
cell: (304) 629-9823 

 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Jeremiah Owen, Director 
jowen@seventhdaybaptist.org 
office: (608) 752-5055 ext. 700 
cell: (818) 468-9077 

 
EDUCATION & HISTORY 
Rev. Nicholas J. Kersten, Director 
nkersten@seventhdaybaptist.org 
office: (608) 752-5055 ext. 701 
cell: (608) 201-4850 

 
SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST  
GENERAL CONFERENCE 
Carl Greene, Executive Director  
3120 Kennedy Road, PO Box 1678,  
Janesville, WI 53547-1678 
cgreene@seventhdaybaptist.org 
office: (608) 752-5055 ext. 703 

 
SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST  
MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
Andrew O. Samuels, Chief Executive Director 
129 Main St. #156, Ashaway, RI 02804 
info@sdbmissions.org  
office: (401) 596-4326

For access to the library of  
current and past issues of  

the Sabbath Recorder,  
go to your App Store and  

download the free SDB LINK app.

MARRIAGE
LAWTON/CAMENGA—Timothy Wear Lawton, son of 
Jeffrey and Nadine (Wear) Lawton and Elizabeth Trudy 
Camenga, daughter of Eric and Deirdre (Sanford)  
Camenga, were united in marriage on May 2, 2021,  
at the Milton, WI,  Seventh Day Baptist Church.   
Rev. Nathan Crandall performed the ceremony.

 If your local church wants to grow into its role 
as Jesus’ Plan A for our world, contact John 
Pethtel to talk more about PULSE and what it 
might look like for your church to participate.  
 

jpethtel@seventhdaybaptist.org 
office: (608) 752-5055 ext. 702



After you have suffered a little while, 

he will restore, support, and strengthen you, 

and he will place you on a firm foundation.  

—1 Peter 5: 10 NLT



Periodicals postage paid 
at Janesville, WI 

and additional offices

July 25-31, 2021 

Save the Date for Virtual Conference!

You won’t want to miss all of the action!  
 

FOLLOW Seventh Day Baptists on social media platforms (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube) 

SUBSCRIBE to our blog by emailing contact@seventhdaybaptist.org 

BOOKMARK the Conference Week 2021 webpage for all the latest updates including links  
to register and schedules at seventhdaybaptist.org/conferenceweek2021.  

 
Registration is REQUIRED 

There is NO cost to registrants but we are requesting a donation to help us defray the  
production expenses of this event. ($25 suggested, but any amount is welcome.)  

There will also be a CONFERENCE OFFERING to be taken to solidify the current work that  
SDBs are doing through our network of churches.  

 

We are looking forward to “seeing” you in July! 


