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WHY?



• salvation by grace through faith in Christ Jesus. 

• the Bible as the inspired Word of God. The Bible is our  
   authority for our faith and daily conduct. 

• baptism of believers, by immersion, witnessing to our  
   acceptance of Christ as Savior and Lord. 
• freedom of thought under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

• the congregational form of church government. Every  
   church member has the right to participate in the  
   decision-making process of the church.

If you’ve never read The Sabbath Recorder before, you  
might be wondering who Seventh Day Baptists are.  
Like other Baptists, we believe in:

God commanded that the seventh day (Saturday) be kept holy. 
Jesus agreed by keeping it as a day of worship. We observe 
the seventh day of the week (Saturday) as God’s Holy Day as an 
act of loving obedience—not as a means of salvation. Salvation 
is the free gift of God through Jesus our Lord. It is the joy of the 
Sabbath that makes SDBs a people with a difference.

The Seventh Day Baptist Center 
3120 Kennedy Road  
PO Box 1678, Janesville, WI 53547-1678. 

Phone: (608) 752-5055; FAX: (608) 752-7711  
E-mail: contact@seventhdaybaptist.org 
SDB Website: www.seventhdaybaptist.org 

 

Director of Communications: Jeremiah Owen 
jowen@seventhdaybaptist.org 
cell: (818) 468-9077 

 

Editor of the Sabbath Recorder: Patricia Cruzan 
sdbsr@seventhdaybaptist.org
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Jim is Lost:  
Three Challenges in Finding Purpose 

 
By Rev. Charles R. Meathrell 

Pataskala SDB Church, OH

Continued on next page...

Let’s call him Jim. We all know him. Some of us are him. 
 

Jim spends his life constantly searching for something 

new and better to do with his time. He’s not happy with 

what he’s doing now in his job or in his church. He may 

even jump from relationship to relationship searching for 

fulfillment. He is unable or unwilling to use his giftings 

for whatever reason. In a very real sense, Jim is lost. 
 

Poor Jim. He needs that which we all sometimes need: a 

strong dose of perspective. “Why are you so discontent 

in everything?” we ask him. “You hated delivering pizzas. 

Teaching preschool made your hair all fall out. You were  

   miserable as a middle-manager. You no longer like  

    church. You haven’t even been happy in your marriage  

       and family life.” 
 

       Here is my thesis statement: “a bucket with a hole  

    can never be truly filled.” You may bring water to the  

  very brim and for a short time it will feel as if it’s full. 

Sadly, it is not. It’s an illusion. So it is when you switch to 

the new job/relationship/car/whatever hoping it will be 

the gum that plugs the hole. The simple reality is that 

fulfillment will only be achieved when you’re following a 

path approved by the One who made you. 
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Continued from previous page...
 

The challenges we make to Jim must not be  

rhetorical and, though his specific breeds of  

unfulfillment and discontent may not match  

ours, the challenges we must make to ourselves  

do. Let us consider these three: 

 

1. You should consider that your giftings are  

    a small part of a bigger picture. 

 

If you were to stop for just a minute and consider the strengths  

of those around you, then the following scripture may resonate  

with you especially well. “For the body does not consist of one member  

but of many.” (1 Corinthians 12:14 ESV) 

 

At our small church in Pataskala we have such a huge variety of strengths, it’s really 

amazing. (It’s almost like someone planned it that way, eh?) We have folks whose 

calling is clearly to work with small children. We have folks who have found a place 

to work in a kingdom role by making sure the service gets streamed for those who 

cannot make it. There are people who are ready to jump into the next activity 

planned for reaching the lost in our community. There are several folks who come 

in and quietly serve regularly. It’s moving and humbling to watch. I believe God 

sees their quiet, humble work and is making plans to reward them. 

 

Now consider your giftings as a part of the mix. First, seek out your giftings.  

This is the first clue as to what you are supposed to be doing both in the church 

and in the world. You may be called to teach or preach. (Super—we need these 

men and women!!) Perhaps the Spirit has laid it on your heart to clean the church 

building. (That is also really important!) Whatever it is, pray for clarification and 

direction and you will not be disappointed. 

 

2. The places you are planted are meant for your growth too. 

 

Pay attention to where you are! It’s not an accident that this is where you are. 

Sometimes the best advice I have to give to someone who is struggling is to ask 

them what they’re supposed to be learning in the mess of life. 

 

Part of “Jim’s” problem is that he’s not thinking about what he’s supposed to be 

learning. As Christians, we certainly understand that life is rarely “easy.” Actually, 

our life may be much more difficult because of our faith but we may find purpose 

lighting these shadows. That does not mean that we are going to be perpetually 

“happy.” It means that we have joy in living out our calling. We have determined  

that the God of the universe set us down on this planet with “x” calling and we 

know that we’re doing it. Hallelujah! 
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3. You need to talk to God...and actually listen for an answer.  

   Then don’t be afraid to do what you’re told. 

 

Recently I was blessed to preach from Esther. (I absolutely love preaching from the 

heroes like that one.) It is at the end of the third chapter, after Haman the Agagite 

has made arrangements for every Jew in the vast kingdom to be destroyed, that 

Mordecai lays it on Esther. He says two earth-shattering things to the queen.  

1) God is not limited by your refusal to help. You may refuse, but for an all-powerful 

God, you are hardly the only road to salvation. 2) He reminds her that it cannot be an 

accident that she’s been placed in this incredible position. He says, “And who knows 

whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14) 

 

Poor Esther. She literally had everything to lose. She was the most powerful woman 

on the planet and the king was crazy about her. She could lose her throne as Vashti 

did before her. She could lose her life if the king didn’t receive her when she came 

to him. Ultimately, she and all the Jews were saved. She had allowed God to work 

through her by recognizing that she was placed there for a reason. It was a scary 

reason, but it was her purpose. 

 

         Those two pieces of dramatic information must not be left unapplied. First we  

                   must remember that God absolutely wants us to join Him in what He is           

                         doing. We are not here by accident and He was not surprised by our  

                                appearance. In fact, since you are alive in 2021, it is because HE  

                                      placed you here. Hallelujah again! Also, He will do what He  

                                            needs to do with or without you—but it would be far better  

                                                   if you were allowing Him to move through you. 

 

                                                                 I don’t know what your purpose is for being on  

                                                               this planet, though I am certain that there is one.  

                                                                   It is probably not as dramatic as Esther’s. It is  

                                                                unlikely that you’re being called to save a large  

                                                             group of people from the wrath of a mad Agagite.  

                                                                     What is more likely is that your own service,  

                                                                   be it in the forefront or in the background, can  

                                                                        and will be used. 

 

                                                                       Our old buddy “Jim” doesn’t stand a chance  

                                                                             of finding his purpose as long as he seeks  

                                                                                   it from jobs and relationships, etc. His  

                                                                                       bucket, so to speak, will continue to  

                                                                                    have a hole in it; he will continue to be 

                                                                                       lost. Allow me to assert this plainly:                    

                                                                              don’t be like Jim. When you ask the Father 

                                                                           earnestly how you can serve, there will be  

                                                                      an opportunity to do so. Don’t be afraid. Your  

                                                                      gifts are needed, friend, and so are you. 
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We need more weak relationships in our churches. Weak relationships are not 
our strong suit, though—in general, evangelical churches see close, tight 
friendships as the preferred goal for all relationships within the church.1 Weak 
relationships do not get much press in small group literature—after all, they 
have the label “weak”!  
 
In my recent dissertation research that included nine different denominations 
and General Conferences, I found that all churches have strong relationships 
between some of the people in the church—even in the most unhealthy of 
churches. The healthy churches, however, had flourishing weak relationships. 
Weak relationships are somewhere in between acquaintance and friendship. 
Picture the people that you know a little bit—you know their name and have an 
idea of where they live, but do not engage in personal conversation very often. 
These relationships are a blessing!  
 
When all of our relationships in the church are focused on close, bonding 
friendships we miss out on the opportunity to engage with people from 
different groups. We need weak relationships where connections can begin 
between people who are simply different from one another.2  
 
Weak Relationships Open up the Group 
 
There is a reason why close friendships are the overwhelming goal for 
churches. The strong tie of a close friendship is amazing, a “combination of  
the amount of time, emotional intensity, the intimacy (mutual confiding), and 
the reciprocal services.”3 When the end goal of every relationship is a strong 
friendship, however, we can create a church health mess.  
 
Exclusively generating close friendships creates an in-group versus out-group 
divide. When we exclusively maintain the strong ties of bonding relationships, 
we operate within our own group and do not interact well with others.4 The 
beauty of weak relationships is that they offer the “sociological WD-40” that 
frees us up for relational connections with people outside our usual group.5 
Weak ties provide the opportunity to bridge between people of various small 
groups and get them communicating, even if it is not at the deepest of levels.6  
 
We complain about “new people” not staying in our churches. Are there weak 
relationships to welcome them into, or are they always on the outside looking 
in at tight, bonded friendships?   

By Carl Greene 
Executive Director

Restored for Weak Relationships
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Weak Relationships Increase Our Reach 
 
People are limited in the number of strong ties that they can have—there are only so 
many close friends one person can maintain. More people can be connected through 
weak ties than if we only relate to people through strong ties.7 When we consider 
developing small groups, it is imperative that we are not only developing tight knit 
groups. These are critical to offer, but they are also closed to people looking for a new 
place to belong. We need to provide some small group experiences where people can 
“try out” a church connection. Service opportunities provide just that sort of space.  
 
Service Oriented Small Groups 
 
Churches do not have to choose between offering only close, bonded friendships or 
weak, bridging relationships.8 Healthy churches provide small groups for bonding, but 
also provide missional, service opportunities where people can interact with weak 
relationships. Inviting people to join in a community service project or even a road trip 
to come alongside another church is a way of actively advancing God’s Kingdom.  
 
I love hearing about SDB churches engaging in service projects: blessing a local school 
through meeting a specific need; participating in a community clean-up endeavor or 
providing for community needs; helping a sister church complete a remodeling 
project; and the list goes on. Not only is the work itself missional, but WD-40 gets 
applied to relationships and there is an opportunity for all to participate and engage. 
 
We are restored for a purpose beyond tightknit “in-groups.” We are restored to 
welcome people into weak relationships that make for healthy churches. If you would 
like to share some of your own “weak relationship” church stories, I would love to 
hear them!   cgreene@seventhdaybaptist.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1  Beyerlein, Kraig and John R. Hipp. 2005. “Social Capital, Too Much of a Good Thing? American  
    Religious Traditions and Community Crime.” Social Forces 84: 1006. 
2  Maselko, Joanna, Cayce Hughes, and Rose Cheney. 2011. “Religious Social Capital: Its  
    Measurement and Utility in the Study of Social Determinants of Health.” Social Science and  
    Medicine 73: 760-761. 
3  Granovetter, Mark S. 1973. “The Strength of Weak Ties.” American Journal of Sociology 78:1361. 
4  Granovetter, Mark S. 1973. “The Strength of Weak Ties.” American Journal of Sociology 78:1374. 
5  Putnam, Robert D. 2000. Bowling Alone:  The Collapse and Revival of American Community. New  
    York: Simon & Schuster, 23. 
6  Granovetter, Mark S. 1973. “The Strength of Weak Ties.” American Journal of Sociology 78:1376. 
7  Granovetter, Mark S. 1973. “The Strength of Weak Ties.” American Journal of Sociology 78:1369. 
8  Curry, Janel. 2003. “Social Capital and Societal Vision: A Study of Six Farm Communities in  
    Iowa.” In Religion as Social Capital: Producing the Common Good, ed. Corwin Smidt, 139-152.  
    Waco, TX: Baylor University Press, 150. Putnam, Robert D. 2000. Bowling Alone: The Collapse  
    and Revival of American Community. New York: Simon & Schuster, 23.

The beauty of weak relationships is that they offer  
the “sociological WD-40” that frees us up for relational 

connections with people outside our usual group.
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When it comes to reading the Bible, what’s your “why?” What motivates you to open 

the cover or to click on your favorite Bible app? To be honest, my “why” has changed 

a few times over the years. As a result, I now read out of a strong desire to know my 

God instead of out of the legalistic motivations that marked my early Christian walk. 

 

In this article, I would like to share with you my reasons for reading the Bible. 

Hopefully you have a list of your own. If you don’t, perhaps my list might motivate 

you to develop a new habit. If you are reading regularly, I hope to encourage you to 

continue in your reading but perhaps with more energy, desire, and passion as you 

look at your own “why” when it comes to studying the Bible. 

 

So what is your “why” when it comes to reading the Bible? Before I share mine,  

I would like to share my personal journey and the relationship I have had with 

Scripture over my lifetime. 

 

My Personal Journey with Scripture 
 

Before I became a Christian I very rarely read the Bible. In fact, I only really picked 

one up when I had to read for church or when I wanted to learn all of the verses of 

the National Anthem which were printed inside the cover of my mom’s Bible. I read 

the Bible just enough to keep my Sunday School teacher happy and to barely pass 

the quizzes the priest gave during confirmation class at my dad’s Lutheran church. 

Beyond those mandatory reading sessions, I tended to avoid the Bible as much as 

possible. The Bible just wasn’t cool and I didn’t see any reason for reading stories 

that I heard over and over again every Sunday. 

 

My attitude changed completely after a believer handed me a copy of The Normal 

Christian Life by Watchman Nee. I’m not even sure why I read the book, other than 

the fact that I gave my word that I would. Looking back, I now know that God was at 

work, using this book to draw together all of the different Bible stories and passages 

of Scripture I had learned in a way that helped me see that Jesus is who the Bible 

says He is and that He died to pay my sin debt. For the first time I understood how 

we all have sinned and the wages of sin is death. Jesus came to earth in order to take 

on this death sentence (praise God!). His gift to us is eternal and abundant life, giving 

us the opportunity to live free of the bondage of sin. By the final page of the book I 

had already received Jesus as my Lord and Savior, and couldn’t wait to start reading 

the Bible. 

Why Read the Bible
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Continued on next page...

For the first few years of my Christian journey I read the Bible with passion and with 

a determination to learn all that I could. God’s Spirit worked on my heart to establish a 

routine of reading the Bible at least twice a day. In response, I protected my devotional 

times from all other distractions, fiercely pushing away anything and anyone who 

would interrupt. Unfortunately, over time this habit became something I did because 

I thought I had to and not something I wanted to do. What was once a source of joy 

became something that was dry and unproductive: a time of human effort instead of  

a time where the Holy Spirit did the teaching. 

 

Fortunately God was not interested in my empty dry “devotional” times. He was 

interested in the type of devotionals described in Psalm 1 which describes a man 

who delights in the law of the LORD and meditates in that law day and night. The fact 

that he does so day and night tells me that he does it at least two times a day, just as 

the Spirit had established in my heart early in my walk. But what really caught my 

eye is the fact that this man is like a tree that is planted by a river (Psalm 1:3 which in 

a number of translations says rivers or streams, the plural giving the idea of 

abundance). I suddenly wanted to be like that tree, fruitful and green. I wanted to be 

near those streams and the recipe for becoming this tree is clear: read and meditate 

on God’s Bible day and night. 

 

With that goal in mind I began to once again read because I wanted to do so. I wanted 

to be like that tree, and as I fed that desire I learned more about God. As I learned 

more about Him, I found that I loved Him more. Over time my love for His Bible grew 

because on its pages I learned about and even communicated with the Creator of all 

things, and found that I love Him. I found that this book that He gave us is about more 

than history or a bunch of rules. It is about God and about His relationship with 

people, most of whom believed but some did not. And to this day I find myself looking 

forward to my devotional times when I can learn through the testimonies of those 

who encountered God in a very personal way. Yes, I still want to be like that tree, but 

even more so, I want to know the God of all creation and He is described on the pages 

of the Holy Bible. 

 

How Do We Read the Bible 
 

I believe that in order to read and understand the Bible we must begin with an 

understanding that it is all about God and if you come looking for something other 

than God you likely will miss the point. With that understanding I am going to 

borrow from Dr. Charles Stanley and the In Touch Ministries Devotional for April 7, 

2021, where Dr. Charles Stanley reminds Christians that there are no shortcuts when 

it comes to growing a closer relationship with God. Dr. Stanley challenges his  
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readers to take on a lifelong pursuit of knowing God better. As a part of this pursuit, Dr. 

Stanley points us to the Bible giving us three steps that help in discovering the character 

of God through the pages of His word. 

 

MEDITATION: This does not mean sitting cross-legged while chanting  

the same thing over and over again. Dr. Stanley described it as “...reading  

a Bible passage several times and thoughtfully considering what it says 

about God.” Take the time to read a passage until you really get an idea  

of its meaning, seeking what it reveals about God. 

 

STUDY: Take time to look at the context of the verse and at how it fits into  

the entirety of the Bible. See how the context helps you better understand  

the nature of God as revealed in the verse. 

 

PRAYER: This is prayer that is driven by what you are learning. It is a 

response to what you have read and an opportunity to worship God as  

you learn His true nature. 

 

I would like to add something to Dr. Stanley’s list. In reading the Bible, with an 

understanding that it is about God, remember that the Bible is inspired by God  

(God breathed): 

 

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 

for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” 

                                                                         —2 Timothy 13:16 (NKJV) 

 

Knowing that scripture is given by inspiration of God, why not let God teach it to you? 

Jesus promised another Helper (John 14:15-18), the Spirit of Truth who dwells in the 

heart of the believer. He is the Holy Spirit who is here to teach us all things (John 14:25-26). 

I suspect that by nature the Holy Spirit is the greatest teacher on earth. He knows the 

Bible better than anyone else and He knows God because He is God. We are blessed to 

be able to spend time learning from the Spirit of God. Let Him interpret the Bible for you. 

Do so with the anticipation that you will see and hear from God as He personally takes 

on the task of teaching you. 

 

Why Read the Bible? 
 

Why should we read the Bible? To answer that question I go back to what I said earlier: 

It is about God. I do not believe that the Bible was written to prove that there is a God. 

Instead, I believe it is written from the viewpoint that God is real and scripture serves to 

teach us about Him. It starts with Him (in the beginning God… —Genesis 1:1) explaining 

in Genesis 1 and 2 that He is the creator of all things. It tells us about God becoming flesh 

Continued from previous page...
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and living among the people of His creation (John 1:1-3, 14). It ends by telling us He  

will return to earth and by offering His grace (Revelation 22:20-21). In between we  

learn of His love and that He is love. We learn that He is our deliverer and we learn  

of His compassion. We learn that He cares. Yes, we learn that He is our judge and  

that He gets angry—but we also learn of His mercy. Why read the Bible? Because it  

is about Him and is a great opportunity to learn about the person of God. 

 

The Bible tells us God’s mission (Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 16:15). It tells us that  

eternal life is found in Jesus (John 5:39). The Bible is a gift from God, His word to  

us, and His way of speaking to us. The Bible is powerful (Isaiah 55:11), accomplishing 

God’s will (Hebrews 4:12) and exposing the darkness inside us as it changes us.  

Because of this, the Bible leads to personal growth (2 Timothy 3:16-17, Psalm 1).  

Above all, the Bible brings hope by revealing the One in Whom we have hope. 

 

As a believer in Jesus, the Bible is connected to our identity. It is our family sword 

(Ephesians 6:13-17). We are entrusted with it to use for self-defense just as our Lord  

used it to combat temptation (Matthew 4:1-11, Luke 4:1-13). Jesus set the example.  

We should follow—but the only way to do so is after spending time learning the  

Bible from the Spirit of God. 

 

As Seventh Day Baptists we must also recognize how the Bible is connected to our 

identity: 

“We believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God and is our final authority in  

matters of faith and practice. We believe that Jesus Christ, in His life and teachings 

 as recorded in the Bible, is the supreme interpreter of God’s will for mankind.”  

I hope that sounds familiar. It comes from the Seventh Day Baptist statement of belief.  

It is what people should see when they meet a Seventh Day Baptist and I believe it 

implies that we are people who study God’s Bible as what we claim to be the, “...final 

authority in matters of faith and practice.” 

 

I believe there are a number of reasons we should read the Bible. At the top of the  

list is the fact that it is all about Him. Because it is all about Him, you will grow more  

in tune with Him as you allow the Spirit to guide you through the pages of the Bible. 

Because it’s all about Him, you will grow in your love for Him as you read. Because  

it’s all about Him, reading the Bible is a way of pursuing God and pursuing a deeper 

relationship with Him. Why read the Bible? I believe God designed each of us with  

a need to know Him better and the Bible is our God-given tool that helps us fulfill  

this need. Why read the Bible? Read because you love God and you want to grow  

as a child of God. 

 

—Dennis Coleman 

                   SDB Church of Shiloh, NJ

SR
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Our 2021 Conference theme verse is 1 Peter 5:10— “And the God of all grace, 
who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little 
while, will Himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.” 
 

I believe that just about everyone—every person and every church—has a 
testimony of restoration. 

We have all experienced some form of suffering, and most of us have seen 
some measure of deliverance from that suffering. Believers have, at least, the 
secure promise of the Lord providing relief and joy when this world is done. 
There will be an ultimate and eternal restoration for people of faith. 
 

Soon after saying “yes” to being nominated for Conference President, I 
received my initial diagnosis of cancer. I thought about calling the nominations 
committee chairperson (and she thought about calling me) but neither of us 
made the move. We decided to “ride it out” and see what the Lord had in 
mind. In the grand scheme of things, my illness was just “a little while.” 

That time of suffering truly prepared me for the pandemic and two 
cancelled Conferences. 

While battling cancer, our family had to deal with the many disappoint- 
ments of setting aside multiple dreams and planned activities in order to 
focus on healing. We needed to deal with the “now” and live merely day-to-day. 

We were living in a time of “no guarantees.” Like, would I make it to our 
daughter’s wedding? I remember wanting to get some of my favorite (and 
hard to find) toothpaste. No store in town had it so I found it online, but only 
in a multipack. I voiced my concern that I wasn’t sure if I’d be around long 
enough to use all of the tubes. My kids told me in no uncertain terms to order 
the toothpaste and expected me to keep brushing my teeth for a long time! 

The Lord provided my healing and restoration. For what purpose? 
It’s easy to celebrate the victory of being restored and getting back to 

“normal,” but what lessons were learned? What can we teach others? How do 
we minister to others who are going through similar trials? 

God has restored us spiritually. This God of all grace has made us strong, 
firm and steadfast. To what end? As we move through the week of Conference 
(July 25-31), we will progressively point to that purpose. 

By Kevin Butler 
Conference President 

 

Restored, to what purpose? 
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Our Bible studies and sermons will focus 
on 1 Peter 5:10 one phrase at a time. We’re 
looking forward to Pastor Nate Crandall 
leading the morning studies. Our evening 
speakers will follow the theme passage: 

The GRACE of God 
Keith Ashley 

The CALLING and GLORY of God 
Steven James 

The Times of SUFFERING 
Matt Berg 

The RESTORATION of God 
Andy Samuels 

The PURPOSE/RESULTS  
of this Restoration 

JR Shick 
One purpose of our restoration is to  

spread God’s Good News to others. Some 
ladies in the Milton, WI, church have been 
applying that mission in a practical way  
by incorporating the “Nine Arts of 
Spiritual Conversations” with their 
neighbors. Linda Lyke, Melissa Lade,  
and Shanny Snyder will host seminars on 
those nine arts. 

Nick Kersten and the Council on History 
will help guide us in commemorating our 
milestone anniversary of 350 years in 
North America. 

And on Sabbath day, we will take in  
the whole process of restoration, looking  
at how and why SDBs have gone through 
this over the centuries. Carl Greene has 
graciously accepted the preaching task. 

Even though we won’t be meeting face- 
to-face, let’s move forward with a positive 
outlook since the Lord has made us strong, 
firm and steadfast. May our collective 
reflections of restoration and empower- 
ment spur us on to spread God’s glory!

 

Conference Offering 2021  
Sabbath, July 31 

 
Last year the Conference Offering  

provided over $20,000 
 

Supporting 52 weeks of  
Church Planting, 

Church Revitalization,  
Leadership Development, 

 Gospel Saturation 

Ways to Participate in  

the Conference Offering: 

◼ � A check to your local SDB church,  
   “General Conference Offering” in the memo 

◼ � A check directly to the SDB General Conference,  
   “General Conference Offering” in the memo 
   (PO Box 1678; Janesville WI 53547) 

◼ � Online giving at:  
   https://www.seventhdaybaptist.org/giving/ 

For more information about  
Virtual Conference Week 2021: 

https://www.seventhdaybaptist.org/conferenceweek2021/

Don’t forget to register for 
virtual Conference at 

seventhdaybaptist.org.  
 

Several other events are 
scheduled before and after the 

week of Conference.  
 

Enjoy!

SR

Register at: 
https://runsignup.com/Race/WI/Janesville/GospelFeet5k

Gospel Feet 5K – 2021 
“In Motion & Prayer to Empower Believers” 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” 
—Romans 12:12  

All proceeds will go towards assisting SDBs 
globally to implement sustainable projects, in 
order to help themselves financially. 

Participants may run or walk anytime, anywhere, or  
with anyone, even on a treadmill. The official day of 
the event is Sunday, August 1, at 7:00 am EST. 

 You have four days to complete your race  
(August 1-4). Cost, adults $25 & $10 for kids. 
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We grew up in a rural farming county in Central Pennsylvania about 
midway between Pittsburgh and Harrisburg. Dad would occasionally take 
us on car trips to an undisclosed location. Now, we were probably not told 
the destination either because it was a surprise, or more likely to avoid the 
question about the time of arrival. My father’s standard and oft repeated 
answer to this question was and I quote: “We are going to see the King.”   
 
Often when we arrived at our destination, we were so excited that we 
forgot all about going to see the King. Nevertheless, we held out hope for a 
while that we might see the King—but eventually we figured out that Dad 
might not have been totally forthright about that.   
 
As I have grown older in both years and in my Christian faith, I have come 
to realize that my father’s words were true! We are, in fact, all going to see 
the King. The Bible tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:10: “For we must all appear 
before the Judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for 
his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or 
bad.”   
 
We will indeed all appear before the King and this will either be a pleasant 
experience or an unpleasant one. God wants it to be a pleasant experience 
for all of us and so according to John 3:16: “God sent his only begotten son 
that whosoever believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 
Because Christ died for our sins, we can spend eternity with the King in 
His Kingdom.  
 
After a short battle with COVID-19, my father, Rev. Charles H. Graffius,  
went to see the King, his heavenly Father, on December 3, 2020, which 
happened to be my mother’s birthday! Must have been some birthday 
celebration! 

P.C.  
(Prince Charles)  

Goes to See 
 the King 

By Donald Graffius
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Continued on next page...

 
He was born in Altoona, PA, the son of a railroad worker (Homer) and a home- 
maker (Myrtle). He was one of three boys and four girls. He lived about four blocks 
from the railroad and he and his brothers liked to sit on the bridge over the 
railroad tracks and let the smoke of the engines envelop them in black smoke.   
 
My father became a Christian (a child of the King, also known as a Prince) in his 
teenage years. He enrolled in a Bible correspondence course and read the entire 
Bible before graduating from high school. He graduated from Altoona Area High 
School at age 17 and subsequently joined the army.  During WWII he served at the 
Aberdeen Proving Grounds in Maryland where he taught diesel mechanics and 
tested equipment. After the war he helped close bases in California and last served 
at a base on Block Island off the coast of Rhode Island. When asked what he did 
there, he would tell you he carried gasoline to help put out a fire! After a strange 
look, he would explain that the gasoline was put into the equipment that was being 
used to fight the fire! After the Service, he graduated from the Altoona Bible 
Institute and Penn State University. He also took graduate courses at various 
universities and Fuller Theological Seminary. 
 
He married Ann Marie Bedi on December 24, 1947. Their first three children died 
in infancy. Then Donald, Larry, and Cindi followed and I alone remain. After my 
mother died of amyloidosis in September of 1990 at age 58, he married Lorna 
Austin in 1994 in Oviedo, Florida. She was later diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, but 
Dad daily visited and fed her for years after she no longer recognized him. He 
honored his vow to her and to God to care for her in sickness and in health!  
 
For more than 25 years he served as the pastor of the German Seventh Day Baptist 
Church in Salemville, PA. He pastored the Los Angeles Seventh Day Baptist Church 
for six years and served as interim pastor of the Denver Seventh Day Baptist Church 
for six months. During his pastorates he also served as president of the local minis-
terium here in Pennsylvania and in California. He assisted the chaplain at the 
Fairhaven Community Center in Whitewater, WI. 

 
He was hired by the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania to train guides at the Ephrata 
Cloisters historical site. He developed a slide 
show for their anniversary celebration and 
wrote a booklet that was sold at their book 
store. Before the advent of DVDs, he founded 
the Media Project. This non-profit organization 
rented and mailed Christian video tapes and 
movies to churches, camps, and individuals 
across the country. He also filmed SDB Confer-
ences and church events. 
 
He was enthusiastically involved in denomin-
ational teen ministries. He directed at least one 
church camp for 35 consecutive years. He 
even directed camps on the North and South 
islands of New Zealand and in Australia. One 
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year he either served on staff or directed 12 camps. He was a board member of 
Camp Joy for 15 years and served as president for nine years. However, he not only 
influenced campers...   
 
Shortly after his death, I received this note from Jean Jorgensen, who was on staff 
with him as a cook at a retreat in Kansas: I was “helping” in the kitchen. One 
morning, I was scooping scrambled eggs from the grill into a large pan (the kids 
were all lined up for breakfast). I dropped the pan of scrambled eggs all over the 
grill, down the side of the grill, and on a large area of the floor. I was embarrassed 
to tears. As I was on the floor scooping up eggs, PC (Prince Charles) got down on 
the floor with me (sore knee and all) and helped scoop and clean. He kept cleaning 
so that I could start cracking some more eggs. When he noted the tears in my eyes 
he commented, “You’re not going to let a few eggs on the floor ruin God’s beautiful 
day are you?” I have thought of his comment so many times over the years and it 
gives me strength to persevere. He was a very special Christ-filled Pastor. 
 
For ten years, he also instructed U.S. college-age students and high school seniors 
preparing to enter the Summer Christian Service Corps (SCSC). He was still teaching 
Sabbath school and at camps in his 70’s and 80’s. He served on the governing body 
of the Seventh Day Baptist General Conference, USA and Canada, and, in 1981, he 
served as president of the General Conference. His theme was “Grow With God.” He 
trained SDB churches in evangelism in the USA and on two occasions in Australia 
and New Zealand. He was a featured speaker at the first SDB Australasian Confer-
ence and several years later served as the U.S. representative at the SDB World 
Federation meetings. In the 1990s, he helped found and organize Senior Saints. 
This group of retired Seniors remodeled and built additions to Seventh Day Baptist 
churches and camps from California to New York. In addition to recruiting workers 
and supervising projects, he taught a daily 1-hour Bible study on every project. The 
Bible says that a steward should be faithful. By now you know he was a faithful 
servant of the Lord. But he was also a faithful father and husband. He attended our 
football games, wrestling matches, plays, and concerts. He was also faithful in 
passing along his values.   
 
Although we will all see the King, we do not know precisely when. Only the King 
knows that! If we were to compare the length of my life to a football game, it’s safe  
to say I am in the second half. Some would say the fourth quarter. There are fewer 
days ahead of me than there are behind me. We do not know when the game of life 
will end. For my brother, the 4th quarter came quicker than anticipated. It ended in 
Hawaii with a snorkeling accident while celebrating his 25th wedding anniversary.  
We often say he simply went from one paradise to another. My sister Cindi went to 
see the King unexpectedly, just a few weeks ago. We will all go to see the King, so 
we must be prepared to see the King.   
 
I told you earlier that I had never seen the King, but as I have become older and  
a bit wiser, I have seen at least a reflection of the King. You see, I saw many of the 
qualities of the King modeled by my father as I was growing up. He taught me to 
prepare daily to see the King. He provided encouragement and taught me the 
importance of encouraging others. He made me laugh. Most importantly, his love 
for me and my family never wavered.  
 
From a medical standpoint, my father’s heart failed him on December 3, 2020.  
But during his tenure here on Earth, his heart never failed those who knew and 
loved him! SR

I have 
seen a 
ref lection  
of the  
King.
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Virtual Conference Week 2021

President Kevin Butler and our Conference Week team are looking forward to 
helping you discover how we are Restored for a Purpose during our virtual 
Conference Week from July 25 to 31, 2021.  
 
Some of your favorite and new SDB speakers will be exploring this theme 
deeper with Bible studies, prayers, worship, and messages. There will be a few 
workshops helping us to learn about The 9 Arts of Spiritual Conversation and 
our own SDB heritage including the celebration of the 350th anniversary of the 
first SDB church in North America.  
 
There will be a virtual vendor area for you to learn more about the ministries  
of the General Conference, Memorial Fund, and Missionary Society.  
 
Registration is REQUIRED. There is NO cost to registrants but we are 
requesting a donation ($25 suggested, but any amount is welcome) to help us 
defray the production expenses of this event. There will also be a Conference 
Offering taken to solidify the current work that SDBs are doing through our 
network of churches.  
 
Leading up to our virtual Conference Week, you will be able to hear from the 
Conference Directors who will provide updates to their work on your behalf as 
well as some Women’s Society virtual events. During the week after Conference 
Week, the SDB Missionary Society will have some opportunities for participation 
in their work including the annual Gospel Feet 5K.  
 
You won’t want to miss all of the action! Please follow Seventh Day Baptists on 
social media platforms (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube) and subscribe 
to our blog by emailing contact@seventhdaybaptist.org. Also, bookmark the 
Conference Week 2021 webpage for all the latest updates including links to 
register and schedules at seventhdaybaptist.org/conferenceweek2021. We are 
looking forward to “seeing” you in July! SR

By John J. Pethtel 
Conferences Coordinator
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What is the book of Revelation really about? I believe the two-part answer is given to us in 

the very first verse. It is “The Revelation of Jesus Christ.” I believe Revelation is about God. 

As a result, it is a chance to see Jesus Christ revealed. “...to show His servants—things which 

must shortly take place.” Revelation also gives us a glimpse into the future: the end times. As 

the book accomplishes both goals we must be careful not to get so caught up in the end times 

that we miss how our Lord and Savior is revealed to John and to us. 
 

Prayer Time 

As we prayed together in the last article, let us pray once again that the Holy Spirit will 

reveal the glory of the true and living God as John shares with us what he saw when he 

turned in response to a loud voice which he heard behind him on the Lord’s Day. 
 

Revelation 1:9-20 

As written it seems as if verse 8 is the end of one vision, with verse 9 the start of a second 

vision. John tells us he was on the Island of Patmos when something amazing happened. He 

heard a loud voice, which in his words was “as a trumpet.” Turning in response to this voice 

John sees, “One like the Son of Man.” He is face to face with our risen Savior and is about to 

see Jesus as he has never seen Him before. 
 

Experiencing the presence of God 

I believe there are many different ways in which God reveals His presence to people. 

Sometimes He does so through visions as He does in these verses. At other times He does 

something miraculous like drawing Moses’ attention with a burning bush (Exodus 3) or 

The Book of 

Revelation:  

Experiencing the Presence of God 

Study Lesson 6 by Dennis Coleman, Seventh Day Baptist Church of Shiloh, NJ
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leading the people of Israel with a pillar of cloud by 

day and fire by night (Exodus 13:20-22—I suggest 

reading from verse 17 through 22). There are times 

when God speaks as He does during Jesus’ baptism 

(Matthew 3:13-17) and with Saul on the road to 

Damascus (Acts 9:1-9). Yes, I do believe that God still 

does all of these things today but more often than not 

He reveals His presence by how He orchestrates life’s 

details. We see this in the Book of Esther and through-

out the Bible. In fact, we experience this daily and we 

should make sure that the distractions of life do not 

keep us from noticing. 

 

If the writer of Revelation was John the Apostle, he had 

experienced the presence of God earlier in his life when 

“...the Word became flesh and dwelt among us…” (John 

1:1-5, 14) but this time Jesus looked different. And yet, 

John still recognized Him. One of our goals should be 
to get to know God so well that we recognize Him no 
matter how He reveals Himself! 
 

What John sees when he turns around helps us better 

understand Jesus’ nature as we get to see Him dressed 

both as a Levitical-style priest and as He was seen in 

visions by some of the Old Testament prophets. 

 

◼ � His garment went down to His feet: This is similar  

to the tunic or the robe worn by the Levitical priests  

(Exodus 28:31-35, 39), connecting Him with the  

priesthood. This is a robe of honor for One who  

ministers before God. 

◼ He wore a golden band around His chest (a golden  

breastplate): The priest wore a breastplate of judgment  

on which were the names of the twelve sons of Israel  

(Exodus 28:15-30). As the priest ministered, he carried  

those names close to his heart. I wonder if anything is  

written upon Jesus’ golden band. Could you imagine if  

He has our names written close to His heart? 

◼ His hair was white like wool: This is like the One  

Daniel saw in a vision and referred to as the Ancient 

of Days (Daniel 7:9, 13 and 22) which was God on His 

throne. 

◼ Eyes like a flame of fire: Again, this is similar to  

Daniel’s vision in Daniel 10:6. Fire burns away  

impurities. Jesus sees us exactly as we are, seeing  

the heart and the motives. Those who come before  

Him are either purified or burned away in judgment. 

◼ Feet like brass: Strength and stability. 

◼ Voice like the sound of many waters: Loud and  

easily heard. Ezekiel uses the same description for  

the voice of God (Ezekiel 43:2). 

◼ Out of His mouth comes a two-edged sword:  
Hebrews 4:12 uses a similar description of God’s  

word. Isaiah speaks of the Light to the Gentiles  

whose mouth is made like a sharp sword (Isaiah  

49:2). When God speaks, His word (whether spoken  

directly or through one of His servants) strikes at sin 

while also bringing healing by removing that which 

wounds us. 

◼ Countenance like the sun: Just like at the trans- 

figuration (Matthew 17:2) Jesus’ face shines like the  

sun—a light and a purity that is too bright for  

human eyes to see. 
 

These descriptions, along with related prophecies  

that were spoken long before John’s vision, help us 

recognize our Lord. They also help us understand  

Who and what He is and what He is doing in Heaven. 
 

Between John and Jesus we see seven golden lamp-

stands. Our Lord tells us that these represent the seven 

churches to whom Revelation was originally written. 

Those churches stand in the presence of God even 

though (as we will see in chapters 2 and 3) they are 

flawed. He is with them, protecting and being their 

light. I suspect the same is true for our churches today. 
 

In Jesus’ right hand are seven stars. Jesus tells us that 

these represent the seven angels of these seven churches. 

I believe angels are real and that they still serve God, 

protecting His church and His people. What a blessing to 

know that God has assigned an army of these powerful 

beings to watch over our SDB churches today. 

 

Jesus speaks 

Jesus begins this second vision by reminding us that 

He is God (verse 11). He ends by reminding us that He 

is risen (verse 18). Because of these truths the churches 

of Revelation and the people of God today need to 

know how to recognize Him and how to respond to 

and enjoy His presence.
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Pastor JR Shick and I touched down on an Ethiopian 
Airlines flight into the Chileka Airport in Blantyre, 
Malawi. It was our third and final stop on a trans-
African mission trip which had seen us visiting the 
Ivory Coast and Tanzania as well. At the airport we 
were met by an enthusiastic delegation from the 
Central Africa Conference (CAC) of Seventh Day 
Baptists, led by General Secretary Charles Stima and 
President Fred Maduka. Arrangements had been made 
for a crew from the Malawi Broadcasting Corporation 
(MBC) to be on hand to film and record our arrival, 
and engage us in an interview for radio and television 
broadcast there at the airport. Our visit would receive 
national attention. 
 
Malawi has the largest Seventh Day Baptist Conference 
in the world with 203 churches and groups, totaling 
approximately 15,000 people. They have been doing a 
very creditable job of starting new congregations as 
soon as it appears that it makes sense for them to do 
that. Once they have a core group in a geographic area, 
they see the prospect of a new church, even if it means 
dividing an existing church. They divide to multiply, 
and it has been working for them. That Conference 
also operates four hospitals and six schools: five 
primary, and one secondary.  
 
Our mission consisted of a visit to one of the SDB 
stations in Malawi. A station consists of a church, a 
hospital, and a school. At Thembe, the station visited, 
we had the privilege of touring the hospital, meeting 
the administrator and staff, and interacting with the 
patients, including some of those on the maternity 
ward. The pharmacy shelves were bare, revealing the 
glaring need for more medications and pharmaceutical 
items. The dedicated staff does a phenomenal job of 
caring for the patients with very little supplies and 
equipment. Some assistance with resources is received 
from the government, but invariably that is not enough 
to meet the operating budget demands of the facility. 
 
At the primary school, with a student population of 
about 1,200 and a student to teacher ratio of 90:1, it is 
another remarkable feat to provide an education to 
those eager pupils. Again, lack of resources is a 
ubiquitous challenge with the headmaster and his 

By Andy Samuels 
Chief Executive Director 
SDB Missionary Society

FOCUS on 
Missions

MALAWI—DIVIDING TO MULTIPLY

Malawi Newspaper Article

Thembe Health Center

Pastor Andy Samuels presents bicycle to Thembe Pastor

Pastor JR Shick teaches Sabbath School
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Let it be known, that the Seventh Day Baptist Missionary Society Board of Managers will be voting on 
changes to be made to the Constitution and By-laws of the Seventh Day Baptist Missionary Society. 
This vote will be taken at the 2nd quarterly meeting, to be held on July 18, 2021 at 1:00 pm (Eastern Time).  
 
The meeting will be held via Zoom. To request an invitation to the meeting, please send a request to 
Director of Outreach Garfield Miller at missions@sdbmissions.org.  
 
Questions about the changes to the Constitution and By-laws may be sent to 2nd Vice-President 
Miriam Berg at miriam.lawton.berg@gmail.com

devoted staff doing the best they can with their limitations. 
Insufficient quantities of desks force some students to sit on 
the floor for their classes. Textbooks and other teaching aids 
are also in short supply. 
 
For both the hospital and the school, the staff is in desperate 
need for housing in the area of the station, so that they are 
better able to be punctual for their jobs, and can give their 
full attention to their employment for the duration of their 
work period. 
 
The church building at Thembe is in disrepair, and there are 
plans to construct a new building in the near future. The 
blocks for that construction could be seen stacked up in one 
area, waiting to be made into a functional worship facility. 
We had an opportunity to participate in an outdoor Worship 
Service, since the church building could not accommodate 
the large gathering which had assembled for the purpose. 
Beautiful a capella music by church members adorned the 
landscape of the service, and we preached the Gospel, to 
which several people responded when invited to step 
forward. And for much of the time we were at Thembe, the 
MBC crew were there capturing our conversations, our 
questions, our counsel, and our encouragement to our 
Malawian brothers and sisters. 
 
Meetings were held with the leadership of the CAC where 
their vision for the continued growth and expansion of the 
Conference was shared. We spent two days engaging in 
Leadership Training and were blessed by the attentiveness 
and sense of responsibility of those in attendance. They 
obviously take their spiritual leadership roles seriously. 
 
God is clearly at work among Seventh Day Baptists in 
Malawi, despite being among the world’s least-developed 
countries. The country has a low life expectancy and high 
infant mortality. In that environment, the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ is being shared by our brethren, and people are 
responding in surrender to Him. True to its nickname, the 
warm heart of Africa is indeed warm and welcoming to all.

Some of the leaders who attended the Leadership Training

Thembe School Buildings Thembe SDB Church building

Thembe School Principal and Hospital Administrator flanked  
by Pastors Fred Maduka and Andy Samuels

Missionary Society Board of Managers Meeting on July 18

SR



When was the last time you did good to someone 
persecuting you? When was the last time you turned 
the other cheek? When was the last time you sincerely 
prayed for someone who disagreed with you or 
treated you poorly—and not just a “Father, help them 
recognize the error of their ways” prayer—but a prayer 
of blessing? 
 
I can’t answer that question for myself because it 
certainly hasn’t been in recent memory—well, until  
I started thinking about this article. It’s so easy to  
get caught up in thinking that as Christians we are 
waging a war, crusading for the soul of this nation.  
It doesn’t matter which side, the rhetoric is the same: 
if the other side wins, most lose. The truth of the 
matter is that we’re so busy thinking a war must be 
won at all costs that we’ve forgotten to follow Jesus.  
 
We pretend to be on the moral high ground and 
that we’re with Jesus flipping over tables in the 
Temple. But you know what—that wasn’t His 
everyday activity—He was more likely to be found 
hanging out with the undesirables, performing 
miracles to heal the broken, and ministering to the 
poor. When Jesus had a sharp rebuke for someone 
it was usually the stakeholders of the Jewish religion 
that drew that sort of admonishment.  

 
The way the church is 
waging this war puts us  
on par with the Zealots 
and/or Pharisees. We 
aren’t following the way 
Jesus taught. Rather we 
are clinging to earthly 
ways of doing things, 
defending a way of life that 
has become toxic because 
we’ve turned it into an 
idol. We profess Christ 
with our lips and 
something quite different 
with our actions. Jesus 

didn’t change the world through legislation. He 
didn’t fight the earthly principality. He was the long-
awaited Messiah who was expected to do just that. 
 
 Instead of gathering an army to slay oppressors, 
Jesus gathered a few to transform the world. He 
said to turn the other cheek and to do good to your 
enemies—that was how He lived. I can be absolutely 
certain that this is not how I’ve been looking at 
things lately. I needed this reminder, because while  
I can fight with the weapons of this world, that isn’t 
my ultimate goal. I need to keep in perspective that 
while fighting injustice in this world is not a sin, the 
way that I choose to conduct myself in that endeavor 
may very well be. No matter where your metaphor-
ical line in the sand is drawn, the only person you 
can control is yourself. 
 
There are so many days when my heart is heavy and 
I want to turn on apathy or anger to get me through. 
There are many days when I fail to control that urge.  
There are many days when I’m waging a war using 
only the earthly weapons at my command. Those 
are the most futile earthly battles. But I get caught 
up trying to change the world with things that can’t 
combat or succeed long term. Then I get into 
existential crisis mode, despairing the fact that I 
can’t change the world.  
 
I think, right now, the church is stuck in a pattern a 
lot like that. We’re combatting the perceived disinte-
gration of society with earthly means. Then we are 
surprised that there is no transformation of culture 
occurring—despite our efforts to force its submission 
into the pretty picture of Christian utopia we believe 
was the reality of the past.  
 
Rather than trying to resurrect past nostalgia through 
a war, imagine if the church focused on the present 
and how best to serve its community; how to bless 
those who don’t see things the same way; how to let 
go of fear and worry when life isn’t going where we 
think it should. Imagine if the church acted like Jesus. 
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Women’s  

Society

By Katrina Goodrich

Have we forgotten  
how to follow Jesus?

SR
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Early in 2020, the SDB Church of Shiloh, NJ, was 
looking forward to a double “treat” on March 21: 
holding their annual Children’s Day program and 
being visited by our Conference President, Kevin 
Butler. Alas! Based on CDC guidelines, Governor 
Murphy signed legislation closing virtually all group 
gatherings, including worship services (Christian 
and otherwise) as well as secular and educational 
events. 
 
So how did we cope? Many churches closed down 
altogether, hoping to return to a “new normal” 
when the COVID-19 Pandemic was over. Some 
ignored the “edict,” citing “Separation of Church 
and State.”   
 
I am proud to say that the Shiloh church still stands, 
representing Christ to the community and wor-
shipping God each week. Sometimes services were 
held outside. When we did move inside, we followed 
the CDC guidelines: an EMT scanned our foreheads; 
masks were required; every other pew was roped 
off; hymnbooks were removed; collection was 
taken each week by a drop box at the welcome 
center, by snail mail, or online; bulletins were no 
longer issued; and finally, all services were 
available online, using the technology God has 
allowed us to develop. 
 
So how did this affect Shilohites? Ministry skills 
were developed as Pastor Don Chroniger shared 
the pulpit with next generation Tyler Chroniger, Phil 
Lawton, Frank Mazza, and Dennis Coleman. The 
worship service itself was altered a bit to accommo-
date both contemporary and traditional worship 
preferences. Individuals supplied special music in 
lieu of our adult and children’s choirs. A bottle of 
hand sanitizer stood next to our Prayers and Squares 
ministry, where we tied knots in handmade quilts 
(thank you, Jan Bond) while we prayed for specific 
recipients.   
 

Ministry continued on the other six days as well.  
Facilities were deep cleaned on Friday. Committees 
performed their duties in person, via Zoom, email 
or telephone. Missions were supported. Those who 
needed help got it. (I know: I was one of them.) 
Children’s lives were brightened through Operation 
Christmas Child shoeboxes and a take-out chicken 
barbecue fund-raiser. Paper ballots were provided 
and collected at the annual meeting when some 
preferred to “Zoom” in their cars. One member of 
the Ladies’ Benevolent Society testified that she 
had grown closer to the Lord while spending days 
by herself for the first time in her life. 
 
Did we post lambs’ blood on our doorposts to 
emulate a modern day Passover? No, we did not.  
In fact, many of our families were stricken with the 
dreaded virus. Thankfully, they were diagnosed 
early enough to quarantine and recover. Attendance 
varied according to which extended families were 
under quarantine; by springtime, the pews that 
were still open were pretty well filled. In fact, we 
were blessed with FOUR families of FOUR genera-
tions praising God together! 
 
Oh happy day! When the Governor lifted most 
restrictions before Memorial Day weekend, we 
were overjoyed to once again see each others’ 
WHOLE faces and welcome back friends who had 
avoided risk of exposure for 15 months.   
 
As we face summer, we rejoice that we can once 
again hold overnight camping at Jersey Oaks Camp 
“as our custom has been.” We do regret not seeing 
you in person at Conference. That will make Confer-
ence 2022 presided over by our own Charlotte 
Chroniger that much more special! 
 

Donna S. Bond 
Tyler Chroniger, Consultant 

CHURCH NEWS SDB Church Shiloh, NJ

GOD BLESSES SHILOH THROUGH COVID-19
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CARGIL—Gale LeRoy Cargill, 54, of Scotia, NE, passed away on 
May 8, 2021, at the St. Francis Medical Center in Grand Island 
with his family by his side after a courageous three and one half 
year battle with cancer. Born January 11, 1967, Gale had a love 
for farming and ranching, but mostly loved the time spent with 
his family. He was a lifelong member of the North Loup SDB 
Church. Services were conducted by the Rev. D. Scott Smith. 

 
DAVIS—Arden Lovell Davis, 79, of Scotia, NE, passed away on 
May 11, 2021, at the St. Francis Medical Center in Grand Island. 
Arden was born May 22, 1941. He worked in various capacities 
throughout his life, mostly in agriculture. He was a member of the 
North Loup SDB Church. Services were by the Rev. D. Scott Smith 
at the North Loup SDB Church. Honors will be presented by the 
Ralph R. Rich American Legion Post #285 of North Loup. 
 
 
WILLIAMS—John Frank Williams, 88, of Ord, NE, formerly of 
North Loup passed away on December 3, 2020, at the CHI St. 
Francis Medical Center in Grand Island. John Williams was born 
June 19, 1932. He worked in various agricultural capacities. John 
was a member and deacon of the SDB Church, North Loup 
American Legion Post #285, and the North Loup Volunteer Fire 
Department. John will be remembered as a master storyteller. 
 
 
WILLIAMS—Eulala Fay Williams, 86, of Ord, NE, formerly of 
North Loup passed away on January 17, 2021, at the Arbor Care 
Center in Ord, NE. Eulala was born July 13, 1934. Eulala was a 
stay-at-home mom to their three children. She helped cook at the 
North Loup School and was the North Loup Village Clerk. She 
was a member of the North Loup SDB Church. She loved music 
and played the piano and accordion by ear.
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CONTACT INFORMATION
CHURCH DEVELOPMENT  
PASTORAL SERVICES 
CONFERENCES COORDINATOR 
CRISIS MANAGEMENT OFFICER 
Rev. John J. Pethtel, Director 
jpethtel@seventhdaybaptist.org 
office: (608) 752-5055 ext. 702 
cell: (304) 629-9823 

 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Jeremiah Owen, Director 
jowen@seventhdaybaptist.org 
office: (608) 752-5055 ext. 700 
cell: (818) 468-9077 

 
EDUCATION & HISTORY 
Rev. Nicholas J. Kersten, Director 
nkersten@seventhdaybaptist.org 
office: (608) 752-5055 ext. 701 
cell: (608) 201-4850 

 
SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST  
GENERAL CONFERENCE 
Carl Greene, Executive Director  
3120 Kennedy Road, PO Box 1678,  
Janesville, WI 53547-1678 
cgreene@seventhdaybaptist.org 
office: (608) 752-5055 ext. 703 

 
SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST  
MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
Andrew O. Samuels, Chief Executive Director 
129 Main St. #156, Ashaway, RI 02804 
info@sdbmissions.org  
office: (401) 596-4326

For access to the library of  
current and past issues of  

the Sabbath Recorder,  
go to your App Store and  

download the free SDB LINK app.

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT
FICK—Born to William and Samantha Fick, a daughter, 
Harper Vivian, born April 22, 2021. (Battle Creek SDB 
Church, MI)
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and additional offices

July 25-31, 2021 

Virtual Conference 2021!

You won’t want to miss all of the action!  
 

FOLLOW Seventh Day Baptists on social media platforms (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube) 

SUBSCRIBE to our blog by emailing contact@seventhdaybaptist.org 

BOOKMARK the Conference Week 2021 webpage for all the latest updates including links  
to register and schedules at seventhdaybaptist.org/conferenceweek2021.  

 
Registration is REQUIRED 

There is NO cost to registrants but we are requesting a donation to help us defray the  
production expenses of this event. ($25 suggested, but any amount is welcome.)  

There will also be a CONFERENCE OFFERING taken to solidify the current work that  
SDBs are doing through our network of churches.  

 

We are looking forward to “seeing” you in July! 


