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Jesus said,  
“I am the light  

of the world.  
If you follow me,  

you won’t  
have to walk  
in darkness,  
because you  

will have  
the light  
that leads  
to life.” 

 
—John 8:12 NLT
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I want to be like a sunflower  
so that even on the  

darkest day  
I will stand tall  

and find the sunlight.  
—unknown



Hello! I’m Charlotte Chroniger of Shiloh, NJ, and I will be 
your Conference President for 2022. First of all, I want to 
thank President Kevin Butler for leading us through not one, 
but two virtual Conferences. We appreciated his insights, 
and the time and efforts of his team members as they put 
together a meaningful experience for those of us who tuned 
in. Thanks Kevin and Janet, and your extended family! 
 
Some of you may not know me so let me give you some 
background on my life journey. 
 
I grew up in a little town in Iowa, went to college there, and 
taught music in Iowa for five years. As a result of two mis
sion trips to Japan, I felt God calling me to go to seminary. 
I quit teaching and enrolled at Central Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Kansas City, KS. I graduated with an MDiv in 
Christian Education and Missions in 1981. While at Central, 
I met and eventually married Don Chroniger. We were part 
of the Nortonville, KS, SDB Church during seminary and we 
were blessed by the pastorates of Paul and Muriel Osborn, 
Edgar and Xenia Lee Wheeler, and Harold and Kathy King.   
 
We were called to the New Auburn, WI, SDB Church in  
December 1982 and served there six and a half years. It was 
a great first church experience! Our children Tyler, Jordan, 
and Bethany were born while we were there. We were 
called to the Shiloh, NJ, Church and began serving there  
in June 1989. Our daughter Jessica was born in October 
1989. I retired in 2018 after teaching music for 31 years. 
Don will retire in December 2021. Our GREAT God blessed, 
taught, and loved us through the Shiloh congregation for 
32 years! 
 
I wasn’t raised a Seventh Day Baptist, but was introduced 
to SDBs by Don and the Nortonville people. I got to know 
many more SDBs at Conference and Association meetings 
(a great reason to attend Conference and Association, and 
other special regional events!). I’ve thought about those 
churches and individuals who have played an important 
role in my spiritual journey throughout these years, many 
who have gone on to glory.   
 

How about you? Who has played a role in your spiritual 
journey? Make a list and thank our GREAT God for bringing 
those churches and people into your life. If your spiritual 
mentors are still alive, let them know how grateful you are 
for their example and influence through the years. 
 
Think about those experiences God has allowed you to  
go through—the joyful  times filled with blessings and the 
difficult times also filled with blessings. Isn’t God GREAT! 
He knows what we need in order to grow to be more like 
Jesus. He wants to use our life experiences in ministry to 
others for the advancement of the Kingdom. 
 
As we celebrate the GREATness of God, jot down some 
things that God has done for you, your family, and your 
church. How would you answer the following: 
 
1.  What has God done to guide you in making decisions  
     in your life? 
 
2.  What has God done to encourage you through some  
     struggles and challenges? 
 
3.  What has God done to protect you? 
 
4.  What has God done to show His mercy and patience  
     toward you? 
 
5.  What has God done to let you know you are forgiven  
     of your sins (provided you have confessed your sins  
     to God)? 
 
6.  What promises has God kept so you  can experience  
     His faithfulness? 
 
7.  What blessings has God given you to show His love  
     for you? 
 
 

Our God is indeed a GREAT God!!

2022  Conference  Theme

Great  is  the  Lord  and  most  worthy  of  praise;  His  greatness  no  one  can  fathom. 
—Psalm 145:3
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• salvation by grace through faith in Christ Jesus. 

• the Bible as the inspired Word of God. The Bible is our  
   authority for our faith and daily conduct. 

• baptism of believers, by immersion, witnessing to our  
   acceptance of Christ as Savior and Lord. 
• freedom of thought under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

• the congregational form of church government. Every  
   church member has the right to participate in the  
   decision-making process of the church.

If you’ve never read The Sabbath Recorder before, you  
might be wondering who Seventh Day Baptists are.  
Like other Baptists, we believe in:

God commanded that the seventh day (Saturday) be kept holy. 
Jesus agreed by keeping it as a day of worship. We observe 
the seventh day of the week (Saturday) as God’s Holy Day as an 
act of loving obedience—not as a means of salvation. Salvation 
is the free gift of God through Jesus our Lord. It is the joy of the 
Sabbath that makes SDBs a people with a difference.

The Seventh Day Baptist Center 
3120 Kennedy Road  
PO Box 1678, Janesville, WI 53547-1678. 

Phone: (608) 752-5055; FAX: (608) 752-7711  
E-mail: contact@seventhdaybaptist.org 
SDB Website: www.seventhdaybaptist.org 

 

Director of Communications: Jeremiah Owen 
jowen@seventhdaybaptist.org 
cell: (818) 468-9077 

 

Editor of the Sabbath Recorder: Patricia Cruzan 
sdbsr@seventhdaybaptist.org

 CONTACT US 
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A  monthly  journey  into  the  mind  and  heart. 
October 2021 

Patricia Cruzan, Editor

 THE SEVENTH DAY 

 WHO ARE SEVENTH DAY BAPTISTS? 

 

Sabbath Recorder  
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Continued on next page...

Report to Conference  
By Carl Greene, Executive Director, SDB General Conference of USA & Canada

Why does the Seventh Day Baptist General Conference exist? Some might say 
that Conference is just a week in the summer when a bunch of Seventh Day 
Baptists eat ice cream on a college campus. Some believe that the Conference is 
an obsolete old tradition that was once important for Conference business, but 
really does not matter anymore—we just go along with it because it is what we 
have always done. I hope we have more to offer than those reasons! 
 
The Seventh Day Baptist General Conference exists to actively advance God’s 
kingdom. It is about a lot more than ice cream, and it is certainly not obsolete. 
It is a partnership in God’s work with God Himself. It is a partnership among 
churches in which we work together to further His kingdom, to be able to do 
things that we would not be able to do individually. There is historical 
precedence surrounding Conference purpose, going back to when the General 
Conference was first formed in the early 1800s. Eight churches were talking 
about having a General Conference where four said yes to the idea, two said 
no, and two did not even want to talk about it. What a start.  
 
In order to get full buy-in around the concept of an SDB General Conference, 
specifics were required to crystallize what working together would look like. 
The purposeful work the churches highlighted included church planting and 
developing leaders to send out into those churches. That is the same calling 
that we are looking at today. Actively advancing God’s kingdom involves 
Seventh Day Baptist planting of churches and leadership development. 
 

A bridge is for the present and the future—so is SDB leadership development.

Why  
does the  
Seventh  

Day 
Baptist  
General 

Conference  
exist? 



Church Planting. When it comes to Seventh Day 
Baptist church planting in 2021, there are exciting 
developments taking place. There are more than 50 
groups who have expressed an interest in aligning with the 
Seventh Day Baptist General Conference—tremendous 
opportunity that can be overwhelming. In order to 
maintain momentum, we are moving into the idea of a 
“funnel.” Instead of trying to tackle everything all at 
once and not getting anything accomplished, we want 
to be able to distill down and focus.  
 
The “funnel” is a team approach that keeps us focused 
on equipping new groups to grow and mature as they 
align with Seventh Day Baptists. To do this, we have  
brought together a new contacts coordinator (Patty 
Petersen) and a church planting coordinator (David 
Stall), working alongside our Director of Church 
Development (John Pethtel). We are looking to work 
with groups so they relationally bond with us to move 
closer to us and understand who we are. Significant 
movement forward that is both reactive and proactive.  
 
We respond to inquiries reactively as they come in, while 
we are also proactively reaching out, training planters. We 
are preparing to send people out proactively into church 
planting in line with our historical DNA and also with  
a strategic partnership with the Seventh Day Baptist 
Memorial Board. We are offering grants to new groups 
as they reach certain criteria in the church planting funnel 
process and have already witnessed significant interaction. 
Even now there are three grants being executed to new 
groups to move them forward in the process. Please be 
listening for more updates about SDB church planting,  
a work which is gaining momentum but is an open door 
to even more potential yet. 
 
Leadership Development. While church planting is 
exciting, so is leadership development. The picture (on 
page 5) is of the historic five arch bridge in Shopiere, 
Wisconsin, just outside of Janesville where our SDB 
Center building is located. Let me make the connection 
between the bridge and SDB leadership development.  
 
This bridge was built to last—it was built in 1869 and 
has continued to be built upon and refurbished so it can 
continue to serve its function. That’s a key piece of 
leadership development. We can get focused on only the 
launching of leadership so that we forget the sustaining 
aspects of leadership. A bridge is for the present and the 
future—so is SDB leadership development. 
 

Hence, we are investing all the more in the health of our 
church leaders through strategic partnerships; we have 
been able to source grant money from the National 
Association of Evangelicals, through the Lilly Foundation, 
through Baptist World Alliance, and working with our 
own Women’s Society, including the Stephanie Schultz 
Wellness Fund. With these partnerships, we have been able 
to work alongside pastors to seek out ways of health. At 
this point, 44 different pastors are engaged in different 
healthy processes afforded through our leadership devel-
opment options. We want to grow in that space and also 
offer more.  
 
In the ministry year ahead, we are leaning all the more 
into the launching of new leaders through training. 
With the concept of “training,” let’s go back to the train 
bridge illustration (sorry for that play on words). This 
bridge continues to carry trains to a destination. These 
trains are headed somewhere. It’s the same thing with 
leadership development of Seventh Day Baptists. We are 
preparing leaders to be deployed in their own churches 
and churches abroad. We have a growing need among 
Seventh Day Baptists, both in terms of our existing 
Conference churches where there are open pulpits, and 
also the increasing need for pastors emerging as we plant 
more churches. The increasing need for pastoral leader-
ship is addressed through some key initiatives including 
Seventh Day Baptist University and also various intern-
ship options. For more information about these 
opportunities, please contact SDB Director of History 
and Education, Nick Kersten: 
nkersten@seventhdaybaptist.org.   
 
We are increasingly preparing for the future. Leadership 
Development is a key ministry area for us as we actively 
advance God’s kingdom. As a General Conference, as  
a Conference of churches, we exist to actively advance 
God’s kingdom together by partnering with Him in  
His work. By partnering together as churches over this 
upcoming ministry year, we will be partnering all the 
more in church planting and in leadership development 
that is rooted in history. It’s in our DNA. But, like this 
bridge, it is not all about history—though it is an 
incredibly important foundation to build from. We are 
active in the present. We celebrate our history to inform 
our present and to look forward to the future. It takes all 
of our churches working alongside one another; it takes 
all of us investing in advancing God’s kingdom together. 
It is a blessing to serve alongside you. Thank you. 

 
 — photo by Samuel Greene
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There are more than 50 groups who have expressed an interest  
in aligning with the Seventh Day Baptist General Conference.
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Conference Message on Monday, July 26 
By Keith L. Ashley, Toronto 7th Day Baptist Church

The following article is comprised of the notes Mr. Ashley used for his video sermon.  

 
“Praising the God of Grace” 

1 Peter 5:1–11  
 
A. The Apostle Peter gives specific instructions to elders  

(as he identifies now as an Elder) about how to lead the flock of God.  
They must lead: 
1. Willingly 
2. Eagerly 
3. Selflessly (without greedy intentions) 
4. By their own example of Christian faith 

 
B. We must all live in humility toward one another and toward God  

(Philippians 2, Ephesians 4, Psalm.133) who opposes the proud. 

Only in humility, can we truly cast our anxieties on Jesus, who by  
His great grace, cares for us.  

 
C. In alertness, we are to remain clear-minded, looking out diligently for  

our enemy the devil, who’s always seeking to destroy us.  

We resist him by focusing on staying firm in our faith and trusting God  
to keep His promises. 

 
Praising God for His eternal promises.  
Exalting His glorious presence that restores and redeems souls. 
 
God’s grace upon Paul’s thorn 

—2 Corinthians 12 
This chapter continues refuting the attacks of false apostles who were working  
to lead the Corinthians away from Christ. Judging by the context, these deceivers 
may have captivated their audience with tales of wild supernatural experiences.  
In the previous chapter, Paul wrote that he would foolishly boast about his service 
to Christ—his intent being sarcasm, to mock the self-promotion of those men. 
Instead of claiming to be better than the false apostles, he mostly just described 
his suffering for Christ. Now Paul says he will “boast” about visions and 
revelations of the Lord. 
 
Paul insists there is nothing to be gained by this and finishes by declaring himself 
foolish for doing so. Though his sense of “boasting” is still satirical, his words 
here are true, and are meant to make a valid point. He is very careful not to make 
the story of this extraordinary experience about himself, as much as is possible. 
He initially describes it vaguely as happening to “a man,” though it becomes clear 
he is speaking of himself (2 Corinthians 12:1). 
 
The experience occurs fourteen years before writing this letter, (around A.D. 42–44). 
Paul says a man he knows—himself, as later verses show—was caught up to the 
third heaven or paradise. This was either his physical body or an out-of-body 
experience; only God knows exactly which. Paul’s readers would have understood 
the third heaven or paradise to be the dwelling place of God and of angels. While 
there, Paul heard things he was not allowed to reveal on earth (2 Corinthians 12: 2–4). 
 Continued on next page...

Paul  
is content  
in all manner  
of suffering 
because his 
weakness is  
his strength 
when Christ  
is working 
through him. 
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Paul refused to brag about any personal connection to this 
astounding experience, though he says he would be telling 
the truth if he did boast about it. Whatever it was Paul saw, 
God was concerned Paul would become arrogant because 
of these profound visions. So, He gave Paul a “thorn” or 
“stake” in the flesh. Scripture never defines what this 
malady is, or even whether it’s something purely physical, 
spiritual, or both. Paul describes this constant struggle in 
his life as “messenger from Satan” intended by God to 
keep him humble (2 Corinthians 12: 5–7). 
 
As one would expect, Paul pleaded with God to remove 
this handicap from his life, repeating that prayer at least 
three times. God refused, insisting His grace was enough 
for Paul even with this traumatic presence. God declared 
that His power would be made perfect in Paul’s weakness. 
For this reason, Paul declares once more that he will 
boast in the weaknesses which prove Christ’s power in 
him. Paul is content in all manner of suffering because 
his weakness is his strength when Christ is working 
through him (2 Corinthians 12: 8–10). 
 
After describing his supernatural experience and its 
consequences, Paul returns to make one final plea with 
the Corinthians to change their hearts toward him and 
to remove any sin from their lives before he comes to 
visit them. They should have defended Paul against the 
deceptive “super-apostles.” After all, they saw with 
their own eyes the supernatural signs and wonders God 
performed through Paul to establish his credibility as 
Christ’s representative. Paul wonders if they still resent 
him for not taking money from them for his personal 
needs and once again insists that he will not burden 
them in this way. He states that as their spiritual father, 
he is the one who should provide for them and not the 
other way around. He will gladly be spent for their souls 
(2 Corinthians 12:11–15). 
 
 
David praises the God of his deliverance 

—Psalm 18: 1-3 
“I will love You, O LORD, my strength. 
The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; 
My God, my strength, in whom I will trust; 
My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised; 
So shall I be saved from my enemies.” 
 
A. “I will love You, O LORD”: This was a triumphant 
declaration made in a season of great triumph. It is true 
that David decided to love the LORD; but even more 
true that he simply felt compelled to love the LORD 
who delivered him so wonderfully. 
 

Since he was taken from the sheepfold and anointed the 
future king of Israel, David had lived some 20 or so years 
as a fugitive, and as a man who had lost everything. He 
lost his safety; he lost his youth; he lost his family; he 
lost his career; he lost his rights; he lost his connection 
with the covenant people of God; he lost his comforts; 
and at times he even lost his close relationship with 
God. Despite all, he remained steadfast to the Lord and 
God—in His timing—delivered David and fulfilled the 
long-ago promise of his anointing. 
  
B. “The precluding invocation, in verses 1-3 at once, 
touches the high-water mark of Old Testament devotion, 
and is conspicuous among its noblest utterances. No-
where else in Scripture is the form of the word employed 
which is here used for ‘love.’ It has special depth and 
tenderness.” (Maclaren) 
 
David said, “I will love You” to the God who delivered 
him; not only for rescuing him from his trial, but for all 
God did in and through the trials to make him what he 
was. David wasn’t bitter against God, as if he said, “Well, 
it’s about time You delivered me.” Instead he was 
grateful that the years of trouble had done something 
good and necessary in his life. 
 
C. “The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my 
deliverer”: David knew this to be true before, but he 
knew it by faith. Now David sang from a perspective that 
knew this by experience in a greater way than ever before. 
 
  • When David said, “The LORD is my rock” he likely  

meant it in more than one sense. A rock was of help  
to the ancient Judean in several ways. 

  • It could provide essential shade, always needed in  
the merciless sun and heat of the desert (as in  
Isaiah 32:2). 

  • It could provide shelter and protection in its cracks  
and crevasses (as in Exodus 33:22 and Proverbs 30:26). 

  • It could provide a firm place to stand and fight, as  
opposed to sinking sand (as in Psalm 40:2). 

 
D. My God, my strength, in whom I will trust: David 
knew the triumph of God’s strength over the long trial. 
Many people fall under the excruciating length of an 
extended season of trial, and David almost did (1 Samuel 
27; 29-30). 
 
  • That fact that David saw his God as his strength  

reminds us of the promise later expressed through  
Paul: Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His  
might (Ephesians 6:10). 

 
 

Continued from previous page...

David was grateful that the years of trouble had done something good and necessary in his life.
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D. “My shield and the horn of my salvation, my strong-
hold”: As David piles honouring name for God upon 
honouring name (we can count nine just in these first 
few verses), we get the feeling of a flood of praise and 
emotion from David. He can’t say enough about who 
God is and the great things He has done for David. 
 
It is revealing that David can speak so eloquently about 
his God and what God has done for him. In these nine 
titles, we see what God was for David: 
 
  • His strength—the one who empowered him to  

survive against and defeat his enemies. 
 
  • His rock—which indicates a place of shelter, safety,  

and a secure standing. 
 
  • His fortress—a place of strength and safety. 
 
  • His deliverer—the one who made a way of escape  

for him. 
 
  • His God—“my strong God, not only the object of  

my adoration, but He who puts strength in my soul.”  
(Clarke) 

 
  • His strength—but this uses a different Hebrew word  

than in Psalm 18:1. The idea behind this word is  
fountain, source, origin. 

 
  • His shield—who defends both his head and his heart. 
 
  • His horn—meaning his strength and defense. 
 
  • His stronghold, his high tower of refuge—where he  

could see an enemy from a great distance and be  
protected from the adversary.  

 
Conclusion 
                       —1 Peter 5: 10:  

Christians have been promised an end to suffering.  
Suffering in this life will happen, but it will end, for 
those who have faith in Christ. Not only that, believers 
will be “restored” from all the harm done to us. This 
verse captures much of Peter’s letter in one powerful 
sentence. Peter repeats that suffering is real, especially 
for those who are persecuted for trusting in Christ. But 
all Christians suffer in various ways. We cannot expect 
our salvation to eliminate pain and heartache on this 
side of eternity. Rather, eternal salvation means that 
suffering will one day come to an end—and end forever. 
 

Our God is the God of all grace, which is unearned 
favour. By His grace, He has saved us from the price of 
our sin, which is eternal death, separated from God in 
hell. This is possible only through faith in Jesus Christ. 
By His grace, God has called us to share in His glory in 
Christ forever. That is the destiny of every believer. 
 
What will that eternity be like? Peter mentions four 
things. God will restore or perfect us. He will make us 
strong, firm, and established. We may feel weak now. We 
can sense ourselves being worn out and diminished, 
watching as all our opportunities and prospects in this 
life shrink away. But once our God calls us home, God 
will restore every lost thing of value, and much more. He 
will make us strong and secure forever! (Revelation 22) 
 
That’s His promise! That’s what’s coming, for those 
who put their faith in Him. 
 
In Jesus’ name, AMEN! 
 
Keith L. Ashley was born and raised in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada. He is a Health Instructor (Special Education) and 
married to Natasha Reynolds-Ashley; they have three 
children: Luke, Malachi, and Christian. He a member of the 
Toronto SDB Church where he is Youth Counsellor and 
Assistant Deacon. Mr. Ashley’s Motto is "No fear in 
progression."—2 Timothy 1: 7

By His grace, God has called us to share in His glory in Christ forever. 

October  
Memory Verse: 

PRIMARY 

The heavens declare the glory  

of God. —Psalm 19:1 

 

JUNIOR/YOUTH/ADULT 

The heavens declare the glory  

of God, the skies proclaim the  

work of His hands. —Psalm 19:1
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Conference Bible Study on Wednesday, July 28 
By Nathan Crandall, Spiritual Coach 
Milton Seventh Day Baptist “The Connecting Church”

Observation and Explanation 
What does it say? What does it mean? 
 
“After you have suffered a little while” 
 
Up until this point the apostle Peter has emphasized to these 
believers in Christ what God has done for them in the past. 
By His grace He called them to the light of His eternal glory, 
and they responded to this call of God. Now he switches 
the action ever so slightly so that we know he is no longer 
talking about their past but their present reality. They are 
living in the middle of suffering for the sake of Christ. 
 
The word that Peter uses for suffering here means “to be 
affected by something.” In other words, this suffering is 
the result of outside forces coming against them. To put a 
fine point on it, this suffering is the result of sin done against 
them due to their faith in Christ.  
 
Now we know that Peter has this in mind because it is a 
theme throughout his letter. In the first chapter, he mentions 
that these believers “have been grieved by various trials.” 
(1 Peter 1:6) In chapter two when speaking to those who 
are servants, he writes, “If when you do good and suffer for 
it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God.”  
(2 Peter 2:20) In chapter three in the context of living with 
brotherly love for each other, he says, “Do not repay evil 
for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for 
to this you were called.” (1 Peter 3:9) In chapter four he 
entreats the believers to endure suffering with these words, 
“If anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, 
but let him glorify God in that name.” (1 Peter 4:16) 
 
I can’t say that I’ve heard many messages about suffering 
in my life, and I would guess that many of you, my brothers 
and sisters in Christ, would say the same thing. Suffering, 
however, is a familiar theme in Scripture. Almost every book 
of the New Testament talks about suffering as a follower 
of Christ, and certainly I’ve highlighted to you that 1 Peter 
talks about it in each of the five chapters. So while it is our 
human nature to try to avoid suffering, if we are to be true 

to our calling as disciples of Jesus and understand all that 
He wanted us to know, we also need to learn about 
suffering.  
 
One of the first lessons we must learn is that anyone who 
truly is committed to following Jesus will face suffering 
because of Jesus. Paul told Timothy, “All who desire to live a 
godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” (2 Timothy 3:12) 
Persecution is suffering specifically because of a person’s 
faith in Christ. Though the nature of the persecution will be 
different based on the time and place, the reality of perse‐
cution will be the same for everyone who desires to follow 
Christ.   
 
Paul was truly only passing on what the Lord made very 
clear to his disciples. In Luke 9:22, the Lord said, “The Son 
of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on 
the third day be raised.” The Lord’s suffering we know and 
proclaim to have been absolutely necessary for our 
salvation.  
 
But Jesus didn’t just talk about His own suffering. He also 
talked about the suffering that His disciples (that includes 
you and me) would have to endure. “If anyone would come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily 
and follow me.” (Luke 9:23) Certainly there have been 
some disciples who picked up a literal cross and carried it 
and were crucified. Peter and Andrew, history tells us, 
were killed by crucifixion.  
 
However, the Lord is using the cross here as more of a 
metaphor, and we can tell that because He says “take up 
his cross daily.” A real cross can only be taken up one time 
because death is the end of that road. However, taking up 
our cross daily is a call to endure suffering for the sake of 
Christ as a matter of lifestyle.  
 
It has been 2,000 years since Jesus carried His cross, and 
the presence of evil in the world has not gone away. We 
live with the reality of persecution for following God’s will. 

Restored—for a Purpose
“And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory 
in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself 
restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.”  

—1 Peter 5:10, NIV
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Obedience to the commands of Christ has consequences. 
Sometimes these consequences come from governments 
and people in positions of power. Sometimes these conse‐
quences come from family members and friends. Regardless 
of where they come from, because we have decided to 
follow Jesus, we should also be prepared for persecution 
and suffering as a result of our faith in Christ.  
 
How can we be ready for suffering? First, understand that 
the Lord also went through suffering and that it was God’s 
will for Him to suffer. “For Christ also suffered once for sins, 
the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to 
God.” (1 Peter 3:18) We are not alone in suffering. Jesus 
empathizes with us and is praying for us! 
 
Second, understand that suffering for the sake of Christ 
brings blessing. “If you should suffer for righteousness' 
sake, you will be blessed.” (1 Peter 3:14) And the obvious 
question from this statement is “Why does suffering produce 
blessing?” The most basic answer is because God sees you 
and knows what you are going through. He who sees and 
knows all is more than able to create blessing from suffering. 
This is the message of the cross. The greatest suffering the 
world has ever seen created the greatest blessing the world 
will ever know.  
 
Third, understand that suffering brings about our sanctifi‐
cation. “Whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from 
sin.” (1 Peter 4:1) Trials, persecutions, suffering, these are 
God’s chosen methods to separate us from our sinful ways 
and to himself. Peter tells us not to be “surprised at the 
fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you.” (1 Peter 4:12), 
but instead to rejoice.  
 
The words from James chapter one are in lock step with 
Peter. “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, when‐
ever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the 
testing of your faith produces perseverance.” (James 1:2‐3) 
The joy that we are to have comes from the end result, not 
the trial itself. Therefore, knowing what the Lord will create 
in us, the steadfast, persevering kind of faith that we all 
desire to have, we respond with joy.  
 
Why would the Lord want us to go through suffering for His 
name’s sake? Because as we learned yesterday, the Lord did 
not just call us to experience His glory but also to reflect His 
glory. We are not just called to follow Jesus to be justified. 
The Lord is at work in us to be glorified through us as well. 
This takes the transformation of sanctification.  
 

Paul connects all the dots for us in Romans 5:1‐4. “There‐
fore, since we have been justified through faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in 
which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory 
of God. Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, 
because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 
perseverance, character; and character, hope.” Paul is 
saying that by faith we stand before God based on His grace. 
We are looking forward to the grace that we are going to 
receive in eternity when we see the whole picture of God’s 
awesome glory. But until then we also are grateful for our 
sufferings in this life on behalf of Jesus. We know that 
suffering ultimately leads to our transformation into the 
character and nature of Jesus, and all of this serves to give 
us a hope that will never be denied.  
 
Application  
What is God saying to me? 
 
Suffering in Christ has a purpose. It leads to hope. But let’s 
be careful in what exactly the Scripture is getting at. It’s not 
a martyr complex. It’s not saying that all of the Christian life 
is about suffering. Peter says after you have suffered, “a 
little while.” 
 
There are seasons of suffering in the life of a believer. 
These seasons, though they may seem long in the middle 
of them, when you look back on them, they are short in 
duration. The Lord knows what we go through. His 
purpose is so that we may more clearly know and show His 
glory. This is for our benefit. This is our greatest blessing, 
for what could be greater than knowing the Lord more and 
more and seeing His glory?  
 
When Moses asked to see God’s glory, he was only allowed 
to see God’s fading glory because it is so massive that 
Moses would have died. Once we have come through 
suffering we can see more clearly how the Lord creates 
hope for His glory in us. It is something that we crave more 
and more as a result. 
 
Let me ask you a few questions in order to help with 
responding to the lesson today. 
 
In what way have your times of suffering created a greater 
sense of hope in Christ? What blessings have you received 
in your relationship with Christ as a result of trials? If you 
are in the middle of suffering for Christ right now, how are 
you rejoicing in the midst of it?

He who sees and knows all is more than able  
to create blessing from suffering. 
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Conference Bible Study on Thursday, July 29 
By Nathan Crandall, Spiritual Coach 
Milton Seventh Day Baptist “The Connecting Church”

Restored—for a Purpose
“And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory 
in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself 
restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.”  

—1 Peter 5:10, NIV

Observation and Explanation 
What does it say? What does it mean? 
 
“will himself restore you and make you strong,  
firm and steadfast.” 
 
Today and tomorrow we will focus on the last phrase of the 
Conference theme verse. Today we will focus on the details, 
and tomorrow the big picture implications of what our pur‐
pose in being restored is all about. 
 
We left off yesterday talking about suffering for the sake of 
Christ. Though our trials may seem like they last forever, in 
reality they last only a little while. Now you might ask, how 
long is little? We may all be able to recall stories of Christ‐
followers who faced persecution for years at a time. It’s 
not often that we refer to years as a little period of time, 
unless of course we are looking back over the passage of 
time of our lives. 
 
I am 52 years of age. My wife, Michelle, and I will have been 
married 26 years as of July 22. This May our daughter Bethany 
got married, the first of our children to be married. Our 
youngest graduated from college. Our oldest is already 
graduated from college and has a year of grad school under 
his belt. When I think back on our life together, I know that 
more than a quarter of a century has gone by, but it sure feels 
like only a little amount of time. Looking back you wonder 
how the passage of time could possibly have gone so quickly. 
 
Really, it is only a little bit of time before Christ takes us out 
of suffering and does a great work in us of restoration. 
Especially when compared to the length of His “eternal 
glory,” this life in the body is all a little time. In God’s time, 
He will restore us “soon.” 
 
To restore in this context means “to repair, to mend, to 
return to the appropriate condition so that there is no 
deficiency, to make perfectly suitable as one should be.” 
We have to recognize the fact that suffering leaves us 
broken. We don’t walk through suffering unscathed. Rather, 
we need to be healed and mended. And thankfully the 
promise is that the Lord Himself will in fact do this work.  

 
There are three areas of mending which are especially 
important in the wake of suffering. Let’s take a look at 
these one at a time. First, God will make you strong. This  
is the only place in the New Testament where this word is 
used, so we don’t have much to compare it with. However, 
in its negative sense it refers to physical strength as 
opposed to mental or emotional. 
 
For some believers who face persecution, physical 
suffering is a real thing with lasting consequences. We 
know that the persecution historically faced by believers 
could be extreme. Just listen to these possibilities from 
Hebrews 11:35‐38, “There were others who were tortured, 
refusing to be released so that they might gain an even 
better resurrection. Some faced jeers and flogging, and  
even chains and imprisonment. They were put to death  
by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by  
the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, 
destitute, persecuted and mistreated— the world was not 
worthy of them.” Yes, for some, death was the ultimate 
price they paid. For others, the pain of physical torture was 
a lasting price. Yet, Peter says that God Himself will 
physically restore after suffering. This promise is good 
news for those who will endure the pain of physical 
suffering. 
 
The next promise is that God will make you firm. This refers 
to being grounded and established in a figurative sense 
concerning your faith. When those facing persecution are 
asked what they would like the global church to pray about 
for them, the most common answer is for their faith to be 
encouraged. Suffering shakes the spiritual foundations 
upon which a person’s faith is built. One of the biggest 
needs for restoration is to confirm that the foundation of 
their faith in Christ is secure.  
 
Finally, the promise is that God will make you steadfast. 
This refers to the thoughts of the mind that are built upon 
the foundation of faith. Suffering leads to all kinds of 
questioning about what to believe and what not to believe. 
The good news is that God has the answers to all of our 
questions.  
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When Job faced suffering, he began to question the 
goodness of God. He began to wonder if he lived a righteous 
life for no reason at all. He was angry and hurt, and in that 
anger and hurt he wanted to take it out on God. But at the 
right moment, the Lord showed up and revealed Himself to 
Job. Suddenly all of his questions were answered. Suddenly 
his mind was made up, steadfast on the truth of God’s 
goodness to himself and to the whole world.  
 
On the other side of suffering, we need to be restored.  
We need to be healed. We need our broken places to be 
mended. Whether that’s physically in our bodies, spiritually 
in our faith, or mentally in our thoughts, the Lord has a plan 
to restore us—maybe not to mint condition, but to a condi‐
tion of readiness. The Lord knows exactly how to fine tune 
us for His purposes. He knows how to equip us, prepare us, 
and fit us perfectly to the life and ministry that is waiting 
for us on the other side.  
 
One of the ways that the Lord fine tunes us through suffering 
is to take delight in His Word. Sin is so deceptive that we 
easily find ourselves taking delight in the things that run 
contrary to God’s will. Listen to the testimony of David from 
Psalm 119:67, “Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I 
obey your word.”  
 
What was his affliction? Arrogant people had smeared him 
with lies. Although as a way of life he kept God’s commands, 
his commitment to God was treated with cold‐hearted 
contempt. Yet, instead of becoming bitter and angry at God 
for allowing him to be lied about and scorned, he responded 
with gratitude. “It was good for me to be afflicted so that I 
might learn your decrees. The law from your mouth is more 
precious to me than thousands of pieces of silver and gold.” 
(Psalm 119:71‐72) 
 
These are the words of a man who has been restored after 
having suffered the abuse of the ungodly. His faith, instead 
of being shaken, had been re‐grounded on what it had 
already been built upon—the Word of God. David’s mind 
was steadfast on the value of God’s Word more so than any 
opportunity for gain. He understood that his strength did 
not come from the number of men in his army, by his own 
abilities or power, but instead from the Word of God. 
 
Application  
What is God saying to me? 
 
God’s promise to you, believer, is that after suffering for the 
sake of Christ, He will restore you and make you strong, firm, 
and steadfast. It may be hard to see how that is possible 
from your current vantage point, but I want to remind you 

of something that in the middle of trials is easy to forget. 
When you were called by God, you responded by faith. In 
this way you followed the path of Abraham, your forefather 
in the faith.  
 
Here’s what Hebrews 11:8‐10 says of him. “By faith Abraham 
obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was 
to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing 
where he was going. By faith he went to live in the land of 
promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and 
Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he was 
looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose 
designer and builder is God.”  
 
In a similar way, you are following this same path as 
Abraham. God has called you out of the path that you were 
on which was leading you to destruction, and into the path 
whose eternal destination is to be with Him. Although many 
things are not clear to you about the way of following Jesus, 
it is clear that He is the one you are following.  
 
Along this path you have faced trials that have been 
wretched, terrible, agonizing. It has made you wonder  
if you were on the right path. Rest assured, this is the  
same path that others before you have taken. “By faith 
Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. 
He who had embraced the promises was about to sacrifice 
his one and only son.” (Hebrews 11:17) In this trial Abraham 
had only the word of God to go on. He trusted in God’s 
word and passed the test. 
 
Likewise, you have the promises of God to go on. His word 
assures you that He will bring you through suffering and 
trial. He will restore you and make you whole. Trust Him. 
He will do what He has promised.  
 
Let me ask you a few questions to bring these truths home. 
 
Have your times of trial, suffering, and difficulty as a 
follower of Christ caused you to be drawn even more  
to the Word of God? If not, have you considered that there 
is more mending in your heart that needs to be done? I 
would encourage you to seek out those who can minister 
to your hurts and bring you before the Lord for healing. 
 
As a result of persecution or suffering for the Lord, what 
verses have become your go‐to verses? Has the Lord 
brought anyone to you who needed to hear those truths 
which have become so meaningful to you? I would 
encourage you to keep your eyes open for ways to be  
able to bring them to others who are in need of the  
lifeline that you have.

The Lord knows exactly how to fine tune us for His purposes.
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Conference Bible Study on Friday, July 30 
By Nathan Crandall, Spiritual Coach 
Milton Seventh Day Baptist “The Connecting Church”

Restored—for a Purpose
“And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory 
in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself 
restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.”  

—1 Peter 5:10, NIV

Observation and Explanation 
What does it say? What does it mean? 
 
God has done something amazing. He has shown you, 
believer in Christ, His abundant grace. He has been so kind 
to you by loving you even when you turned your back on 
Him, even when you ran after the things in this world that 
are opposed to His will. He called you to be with Him forever 
because He Himself made it possible through the death of 
Christ. He has led you through suffering because His plan 
was to allow you to see more fully just how much greater 
and more glorious He is than anything this world has to 
offer. And He didn’t just allow you to go through trials, He 
promised to heal and restore you. 
 
Yet when you are restored, it’s not just so that you can do 
whatever you want. The Lord has a higher purpose for your 
life, one that will show off His greatness and glory to a 
world that so desperately needs to know Jesus.  
 
Here is your purpose in Christ as Peter describes it. “But 
you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9) 
 
Let’s take a closer look at this verse. It describes some 
amazing realities of those who belong to Jesus. Earlier this 
week I talked about God’s call to us. Because we are born 
in sin, we live in spiritual darkness. We are blind to God and 
His awesome greatness. We are confused about the way 
He works. We don’t understand His way of doing things 
because our minds have been twisted by the power that 
the sinful nature has over us.  
 
But God calls into our spiritual darkness, and when we hear 
His voice and respond, He brings us out into the light of 
understanding who He is and understanding His way of 
salvation. We see clearly that we can be restored to a life‐
giving relationship with God, not because of who we are or 
what we have done, but because of who Jesus is and what 
He has done for us. Remember these words of Jesus, “I am 

the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.” (John 14:6)  
 
Instead of the wisdom of the world which says that there 
are many paths to God, God’s voice calls out to those in 
spiritual darkness and says, “This Jesus is the stone that 
was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the 
cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there 
is no other name under heaven given among men by which 
we must be saved.” (Acts 4:11‐12) 
 
When we are called out by God we are also called into 
some amazing realities. The first reality is that we are a 
chosen race. For all that those words mean in terms of our 
theological understanding, at face value they mean that 
God wants us. Now this is good news, and it is good news 
for many believers who live with the feeling day in and day 
out that God does not really want them. Instead of knowing 
that the Lord is absolutely crazy about us because we are 
His kids, it’s the idea that the Lord puts up with us.  
 
And why is it that so many believers have a hard time 
believing that God does in fact want them? It’s because 
that’s what their day‐to‐day reality has been in their home 
life, their school life, their work life, their social life. Many 
have a hard time believing that God wants to be with them 
because that has been their life experience.  
 
But let me remind us that God is not like sinful humanity. 
He loves with an eternal and unwavering lovingkindness. 
He sees the incredible value that you have, and so He has 
chosen you to be a part of His family. He has chosen you, 
knowing every single flaw that you have. He is not deterred 
by your sin, by your weakness, by your brokenness. Not at 
all—He has proven that He wants you to be with Him so 
badly by being broken for you. You have been chosen on 
purpose because you are wanted by God Almighty. Now 
that’s good news for everyone.  
 
The second reality of God’s calling according Peter is that 
you are a royal priesthood. Now that’s a big deal. You 
belong to the King’s family with all the rights and privileges 
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that it brings with it. You have the right to be close to the 
King because He is your Father. You are not an outsider. In 
Christ, you are on the inside. You have access. 
 
We have referenced Romans 5 a few times this week, and  
we will do it again. In verse two Paul says to us, and I’m para‐
phrasing, “Through [Jesus you] have also obtained access by 
faith into this grace in which [you] stand.” What access is 
that? Paul describes it more fully in Ephesians 2:18‐19, “For 
through [Jesus] we both have access in one Spirit to the 
Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 
you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God.” 
 
You don’t have to prove that you belong because you are 
family. You are part of God’s family. You belong to God, 
and no one can say anything different. God is the one who 
justified you in Christ, and no one has the right to bring 
condemnation against you. No one.  
 
And as a family member you know how God’s family works. 
This gives you the ability to then be a link to others, who 
are truly outsiders because they don’t belong to Christ, to 
help them to know that they too can become a part of 
God’s family. You are the point of connection for anyone 
whom the Lord brings into your life.  
 
God has restored you from a life destined to emptiness so 
that you can not only know the greatness of God but also 
be bold to tell others about His most excellent greatness. If 
this leads to persecution and suffering for the sake of Christ, 
God is more than able to bring about your healing and make 
you even more strong and steadfast in your trust in Christ.  
 
That is because suffering for the sake of Christ only leads to 
knowing the fullness of His greatness and glory even more. 
The apostle Paul wrote of this in Philippians 3:9, “that I may 
know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share 
his sufferings, becoming like him in his death.” Paul knew 
that the road of suffering is not a path of ongoing broken‐
ness but one of wholeness as God uses it to restore us out 
of brokenness due to sin. 
 
Application  
What is God saying to me? 
 
As we have been restored by God to a deeply personal  
and close relationship with Him, so then we are given a 
purpose of immense worth. It is to be used in the ministry 
of restoration. This ministry is certainly for those who are 
far from God to be drawn near, but it is also for those 

hurting in the family of God. As we have been restored, 
healed, mended, strengthened, we can be used as the 
instrument of the Lord to help restore others.  
 
In 2 Corinthians chapter 1, the apostle Paul clearly is talking 
to these believers about his own experience in facing 
persecution for the sake of Christ. “Praise be to the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion 
and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 
troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with 
the comfort we ourselves receive from God. For just as we 
share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also our 
comfort abounds through Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:3‐5) 
 
Here is the beauty of God’s power flowing through His 
people. When we face suffering and come through the 
other side, our heavenly Father brings us comfort. The 
choice of bringing us comfort comes in the form of a 
brother or sister in Christ. God uses them to encourage 
our faith, to remind us of the goodness of God, to cry  
with us, to pray with us, to help us to laugh, to walk 
through the dark days with us. The Lord works through 
them in supernatural ways. 
 
Then another miracle happens. Out of the depths of our 
pain because of the comfort we have received, we are then 
able to encourage, to lift up, to strengthen, to hold firmly 
those who are going through suffering. We have enough 
comfort to spare because Christ Jesus does not spare us 
His comfort in our suffering. He truly knows what we need 
for He Himself has been there.  
 
Our world is truly broken by sin. The glorious work of God 
is to take broken people and make them whole. The Lord 
restores us to make us ready to fulfill His purposes on earth 
through us. Let me ask a few questions to help apply these 
truths in our hearts. 
 
How have you felt His presence and power of restoration  
in your life? How have you seen the same in others? How 
has that restoration given you more power and hope in 
your ministry and mission?  
 
Remember that God has chosen you to belong to His 
family. He has a purpose for your life which flows out of 
your relationship with Him. May God give you revelation of 
His purpose in you if you do not yet know how He intends 
to minister through you. And for those of you who know 
your purpose in Christ, I pray that the Lord renews your 
vision for faithful ministry that will bring Him all the honor 
and the glory. 

As we have been restored, healed, mended, strengthened,  
we can be used as the instrument of the Lord to help restore others.
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There’s a well‐known North American witticism that 
wonders which came first: the chicken or the egg. The 
essence of the question is that without the chicken, there 
can be no egg, but every chicken comes from an egg. The 
chicken‐or‐egg conundrum isn’t a problem if you believe in 
a Creator who made the chicken, but there are many other 
situations in our world which put us on the same sort of 
problem: trying to figure out which of two things, which 
are both necessary to the other, is first. There is a similar 
question we can face when we consider our identity and 
mission: how can we know our mission until we know our 
identity…but how can we know our identity without a 
sense of what we were made for? The soup of terminology 
around mission, vision, values, identity, and purpose only 
confuses these issues. 
 
This month, I’d like to encourage you to think about your 
identity as the source of your mission. But, before we dive 
into the Scriptures, I’d like to suggest the definitions of these 
two terms—identity and mission—as I am using them. 
Identity refers to what is essential about something or some‐ 
one at their core level. When it refers to people, identity is 
the most irreducible answer to the question: “Who Am I?” 
Mission, by contrast, from the Christian perspective, is 
what a follower of Jesus was made by God to use their God‐ 
given resources to achieve. It is the answer to the question, 
“What I am here for?” 
 
All Christian people are made and loved by God before we 
are assigned a purpose from Him—our irreducible identity 
is as God’s child Jesus has died to redeem (1 John 3:1‐2). 
When Jesus calls His disciples (and by extension, us), it is 
clear that He engages them as humans as He calls them to 
follow Him, and that their primary identity is to be His 
followers. He does not commission them for service immed‐
iately. Instead, they follow Him and learn from Him for a 
period before they are sent out on their own. When they 
do venture out with His commission, they do so with His 
presence and authority (Matthew 28:19‐20). When Paul 
moves to correct the Corinthians, he begins by sending 
them back to what they were when they were called to 
remind them of their identity before suggesting anything 
else (1 Corinthians 1:26‐31). Our inheritance in Christ as 
God’s adopted children (Ephesians 1‐3) comes before we 
“walk in a manner worthy” (Ephesians 4‐6). When Paul 
writes to the Romans, he suggests that they are “more than 
conquerers” not because of their mission, but because of 
their identity as those God loves with an indestructible love 
(Romans 8:31‐39). 
 
The picture the Scriptures paint is of a called‐out people, 
beloved by God, and finding their identity in Him, discover‐

ing their purpose AFTER they find out who they are in 
Jesus Christ. Identity spawns mission. We find our purpose 
after we find ourselves in Jesus. Our mission is not only to 
exist or to survive, but to be Christ’s follower, and find our 
purpose as we follow.  
 
This has at least two key implications for us as most of us 
begin another ministry year. The first of these implications 
is that your mission will inevitably spring from your sense 
of identity. If you are struggling with your purpose or 
mission in this season, I strongly encourage you to go back 
to your identity in Jesus Christ. Everything that is 
important for you to know about your identity will begin 
with what you know about Jesus’ great love for you. The 
second implication that springs from identity leading to 
mission is that if you or your church want to “go deeper” 
in your faith and devotion to Christ this year, the single 
most important thing you can do is compare your ministry 
goals and callings to the nature and ministry of Jesus. Then 
prioritize those things which are most central to your 
identity as a group in Christ. There are many forces and 
cultural factors attempting to pull us into the ideological 
weeds in this season. Resist the temptation to make your 
most important goals things which are not central to the 
identity you have in Christ! 
 
May we all grow deeper and more secure in our identity as 
the body of Christ in this ministry year in a way that 
powerfully impacts not only our own churches and lives, 
but the lives of our communities and our world!

Which Came First:  
The Who or the What? 

By Rev. Nicholas J. Kersten 
Director of Education and History

SR



SR • October 2021  17

This month, I’d like to share two stories from my own life 
working in SDB history for the past sixteen years that have 
unexpectedly intersected and provided me with encourage‐
ment recently. I hope you will find encouragement in them 
also! 
 
The first story is from my first week on the job, in mid‐June 
of 2005. I got a call from the family of Rev. Trevah Sutton 
asking if the Historical Society was interested in some of 
his books that remained when he passed away. Instructed 
that this was a service the Society provided, I asked the 
family to send the books to Janesville. The books arrived 
during my first couple weeks on the job. Unsure of how I 
would make decisions about the books, but intent on trying 
to do something with them, I began opening boxes. In the 
first box, I made an unexpected discovery: an inscription to 
Trevah in a book of poetry from my great‐great‐grand‐
father, who was a professor at Milton College, while he 
was a student there: “Life is hard by the yard. But, by the 
inch, life’s a cinch!” The book had journeyed from Prof. 
Shaw’s hand to Trevah, and was carried throughout his life 
and ministry, only to come to me at the Center during my 
first week as the historian! 
 
Around that same time, I built a list of approximately 25 
things that were critical for me to do in my new job. In my 
first days on the job, I diligently kept the list and attacked 
the items on it with fervor, getting the easier half done 
very quickly. About two years in, the sheet of projects 
“2005 me” wanted to do was lost and buried in a file of 
“things to do later.” When I changed offices at the Center 
a couple years ago, I sorted and culled my own files and 
stumbled back across the list younger me had crafted of 
critical projects that needed to be completed—and to my 
surprise, noted that some of the projects that seemed 
daunting and impossible to me in 2005 were not only 
started by 2016, but near completion. The old list provided 
unexpected encouragement—as it turned out Grandpa 
Shaw had been right: slowly moving through the days 
faithfully and dutifully had seen me accomplish most of  
the goals I had set more than eleven years previously! 
What seemed daunting then had been achieved by lots  
of faithful people setting their minds to the thing and 
accomplishing it “inch by inch.” 
 
But scanning that list, a couple of items remained that 
were still undone in 2016: a video series on SDB history, 
and a fourth volume in the series of collected SDB essays 
and information, Seventh Day Baptists in Europe and 
America. One of those goals has seen significant progress 
in the last five years: the video series (now available on 
YouTube) celebrating the 350th anniversary of the  

 
 
Newport church is a good start! Other video projects we’re 
considering may see total completion of the goal. That 
leaves one major item: a new edition of SDBEA. 
 
My motivation for making that goal as a younger man was 
because of the invaluable collection of information at the 
end of the first three volumes, especially in biographies. 
Summaries of important leaders were diligently collected 
and kept, and that information is incredibly useful. Sadly, 
since 2005, very little work has been done to collect this 
important information, and since the publication of a third 
volume by the Historical Society in the 1970s, there are 
significant gaps. Some of the necessary information has 
been captured through submitted obituaries to the 
Sabbath Recorder, but unfortunately, some SDB leaders do 
not have obituaries in the Recorder. To address this gap 
and to move purposefully into collecting and preserving 
this critical information on the contributions of our leaders, 
the Council on History has created a Biography Committee 
which is now working to close the gap. While much work 
remains, I’m glad that we now can tackle these projects 
“inch by inch.” There will be more information about the 
work of the Biography Committee and these video projects 
in future issues of the SR, but I hope you will be encour‐
aged about your own mission that God can work through 
you to accomplish much “inch by inch.”

Inch by Inch… 
By Rev. Nicholas J. Kersten 
Director of Education and History

SR
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I have served as the chairwoman of the Recognition 
Committee for the past 11 years. When I started it was 
just the Robe of Achievement Committee, but three 
years ago another award, Women In Service Everywhere 
(or WISE), was added so the committee became the 
Recognition Committee. Serving with me on the com‐
mittee are Janet Butler and Marcy Kersten. This will be 
our final presentation as we are stepping down to allow 
others the joy of serving you in this way. The Women’s 
Board decided not to make awards last year since there 
was no in‐person conference. We were hoping to be able 
to be together this year, but since that didn’t happen, we 
announced our choice for the two Recognition awards 
during the virtual Conference awards service.  
 
Sharon Gaye Daily from the South East Atlanta Seventh 
Day Baptist Church in McDonough, GA, was the recipient 
of the Women In Service Everywhere award. Deaconess 
Sharon Gaye was born and raised in Jamaica, gave her 
life to God at an early age, and has never looked back. 
She is committed to her husband, family and church. 
Deaconess Sharon Gaye is a diligent and hardworking 
woman of God who shares her love of God with all. She 
is also a compassionate, righteous, intercessory prayer 
warrior. 
 
Deaconess Sharon Gaye was nominated by her Vessel 
of Honor Women’s Ministry because she demonstrates 
on a daily basis the qualities and characteristics of a 
WISE woman. Her genuine smile, humbleness, and love 
for others can be seen and felt whenever you are in her 
presence. The work she does within the church, the 
surrounding community and afar represents what one 
should do when professing to be a part of the kingdom 
of God. She goes above and beyond to assist others and 
is deeply and greatly appreciated. 
 
Deaconess Sharon Gaye wears many hats and wears 
them well. She is the leader of the Education Depart‐
ment, Prayer Team, Active members and Visitors 
systems updating, Vacation Bible School, and Senior 
Ministry. She works hard within the church’s pantry, 
which is open on Wednesdays and Sundays ensuring 
food pick‐ups are done on time and does the pick‐ups 
on Mondays herself. She prepares all the necessary 
documents, as well as greeting and interacting with 
those who come to the pantry. Each year she prepares 
the team and church areas to be used for Vacation Bible 
School, a spiritual learning and fun time for children, both 
within the church and the surrounding communities. 
Every Tuesday she spends the majority of the day reaching 
out to the elderly, which includes lunch gatherings and 
other fun activities. She also works alongside her husband 
with their Healing House Ministry in Georgia and Pastor’s 
Ministry in Jamaica. 

Sister Daily is a precious jewel, humble, loving and a 
sincere woman of God. The Recognitions Committee 
was pleased to name Sharon Gaye Daily as the recipient 
of the 2021 WISE Award. 
 
The 2021 Robe of Achievement was awarded to Althea 
Greene Rood. 
 
Althea served alongside her pastor husband, Dale, in 
Waterford, CT, and Westerly, RI, before moving to Dodge 
Center, MN, where they served until his retirement ten 
years ago. They are both still active in the church serving 
in many capacities. Althea and Dale celebrated 53 years 
of marriage on June 30. They are the parents of Kristin 
(Mrs. Andrew Camenga) and Jeff, and the grandparents 
of three. Althea has tried to retire from teaching math 
at the neighboring high school, but her love for helping 
young people excel has kept her going back again and 
again. She also tutors and teaches ACT Prep. Her love of 
young people also shows in the number of camps she 
has counseled, the years she directed and taught SCSC 
training, served as project director, prayer partner and 
hostess. But her involvement in SCSC didn’t start there; 
she was on the second team of students who served 
our church in Metairie, LA. I think she has participated 
in every aspect of SCSC that there is. 
 
In her local church, Anchor of Hope, in Dodge Center, 
MN, she has been a deaconess, Bible study leader, 
treasurer, assistant treasurer, musician, member of the 
worship team, Missionary advocate, member of the 
prayer team, held various roles in the Ladies Aid, and 
Women’s Retreat leader. She has also led retreats for 
other churches in our denomination.  
 
On the denomination level, besides serving as president 
of the Women’s Society from 2009 to 2014 (which 
included serving on CLT), she was President of the 
General Conference in 1991, served on General Council 
six years, and is president of North Central Association 
this year. She has worked in Pre‐Con camps, association 
camps, and has served on numerous committees both 
for the denomination, Women’s Board and locally—
and the list could go on and on. When does this lady 
sleep? I don’t think she does! 
 
I was looking for a scripture to close with and knew that 
Althea really likes The Message. (I have my mom, Muriel 
Osborn’s, copy) I looked at it to see what I could find. 
There was a bookmark in Proverbs 4. She loved to 
underline passages and this one seemed to be just what 
I was looking for. The ways of right‐living people glow 
with light; the longer they live, the brighter they shine.  
 
 

Women’s  Society  2021  Recognitions   
by Karen Payne
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AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS 
Given to the church with the most total partici‐
pants to complete the memory verse program, 
the Mary G. Clare Scripture Memory Bowl goes 
to the New York City, NY, SDB church. 
 
The winner of the Andrew J. Camenga Scripture 
Memory Award, given to the church with the 
highest percentage of attenders to complete the 
program, is the White Cloud, MI, SDB church. 
 
The Crystal Apple award for SDB Teacher of the 
Year is Susie Fox, from the Pataskala, OH, church. 
 
The recipients of the Alcott Lynch Ministry Lead‐
ership Scholarship are Joan Small of the NYC, NY, 
church and Jayar Smith, of the NYC, NY, church. 
 
Graduates of the Ministry Leadership Training 
certificate program of SDBU are: Tyler Chroniger, 
Chris Galarneau, Joan Small, Jayar Smith, and 
Gabe Graffius.

Gospel Feet 5k:  
“In Motion & Prayer to Empower Believers” 

By Eric Bofinger 
 
This year during the week of August 1, sixty‐six SDBs from 
eighteen states took it to the streets for the annual Gospel Feet 
5k. The theme for this year’s virtual run was “In Motion & Prayer 
to Empower Believers.” During the run, participants engaged in 
intentional prayer for specific needs for those living on all seven 
continents. 
 
This year, we raised $2,357. All proceeds will go towards assisting 
SDBs globally to implement sustainability projects for families in 
their communities. 
 
We had nine churches compete in our team division to see who 
could get the most participants to run. This year’s winner was 
the Seattle Area SDB Church with eleven participants. 
 
Eric Bofinger, from the Shiloh SDB church, posted the fastest 
time with a solo 17:16. Carl Greene brought home the gold in the 
Master’s Division with an outstanding 36‐second personal record 
running a time of 18:08. 
 
We hope to see everyone next year in Colorado as we gear up 
for Conference in person. Start the altitude training now!

I found another bookmark that had a quote by George 
MacDonald that exemplifies Althea’s life. Whatever 
God gives you to do, Do it as well as you can. This is the 
best possible preparation for what He may want you to 
do next. 
 
It was with great pleasure that we awarded the 2021 
Robe of Achievement to Althea Greene Rood. SR

Carl & Seth Greene working together during the 2021 Gospel Feet 5k.
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These are appropriate names, as the SCSC seasons changed 
significantly due to the COVID pandemic. As happened with 
Conference and other denominational projects, difficult 
decisions were made. The SCSC Committee decided, for the 
safety of our students, training site, and host churches not to 
travel for training or to projects.  
 
The 2020 training, projects, and evaluation were held online, 
via the Zoom platform. What a blessing that Interim Director, 
Kristin Camenga, had experienced remote teaching at her 
college and was able to switch the SCSC program to remote 
learning. 2021 found SCSC using Zoom again, as travel continued 
to be uncertain. Amanda Barbee, Training Director, completed 
her plans for another online season. 
 
Students planned their projects serving their home churches 
and reaching out via Zoom to churches who planned online 
camps, VBS, and youth groups. They assisted denominational 
Directors with projects. 2021 found more churches were inperson 
locally, so students had a greater variety of activities, while also 
meeting across the miles to assist churches and Directors.  
 
Change can bring both excitement and disappointment. So 
evaluating these two seasons brings plans to continue the adap
tation of some portions of SCSC, while retaining the unique 
opportunity SCSC has in developing leadership among our SDB 
young adults. 
 
Going forward, plans to continue the use of technology for 
pretraining meetings for staff, Project Directors and students 
are being made. Sessions with Directors sharing their roles, 
roundtable discussions bringing experts from across the 
denomination to discuss significant topics such as missions, 
church culture, worship, and more are creative ways to help 
broaden connections, and were very useful. Guest teachers, 
many of whom would not be available to attend sessions 
requiring travel, were exciting additions to the program.  
 
Students were assigned prayer partners and local project  
liaisons, giving them new connections and support. Students  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
were able to record a praise and worship concert, and a 
vespers service which was used during Conference and at  
an assisted living facility. 
 
While we learned much from using technology, both students 
and staff found areas of need that were unable to be “created” 
via electronics. Some of the disappointments include missing 
the interpersonal interaction that comes while being together 
during training. Informal relationship building such as conver
sations occurring during meals or breaks, recreation, campfire, 
and team building, were mentioned. Immersion in a new 
culture, and working with a partner and church leaders other 
than your own were missed.  
 
The resulting relationship building and networking is vital to 
our young adults as they define their roles in the church and 
denomination. They are dynamic Jesus followers who want to 
make a difference. Thank you to all those who have partnered 
with SCSC in some way over the years. See the results of your 
faithfulness: pastors, church and denominational leaders, 
Sabbath School teachers, local lay leaders, church planters, 
mission workers and more.  

SCSC Team CHANGE 2020                                  Team BOLD 2021

By  
Helen Goodrich 
North Loup, NE

SR
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We are combining The Summit (a SDB Pastors Conference) and the 7th 
annual MULTIPLY Church Development Conference (NOVEMBER 57, 
2021). Our theme will be MENDING THE CHURCH. There will be times 
when these groups will be in separate tracks for the weekend. This 
conference will be combining our own SDB learning cohort with the one 
put on by Vanguard Church in Colorado Springs to learn from missional 
church leaders and each other during this extended weekend.  
 
The Summit (An SDB Pastors Conference) invites anyone who is 
training for pastoral ministry or is feeling a call to pastoral ministry  
(their spouses are also welcome) to attend. If you have a question as to 
whether you should attend this track, please contact the Director  
of Pastoral Services.  
 
The MULTIPLY Church Development Conference is open to anyone who 
desires to see renewal and revitalization in their church or desires to 
see new SDB churches in North America.  

REGISTRATION—DEADLINE: November 1, 2021 
 
The registration fee is $125 per person. This fee includes lodging for 
ThursdaySunday nights and food from breakfast on November 5 to 
breakfast on November 8. In order to help us plan effectively, you must 
pay ahead of time by November 1 by check to the SDB Center (made 
payable to Pastoral Services) or by credit/debit card through an invoice. 

If payment is not received by November 1, 2021, we will not be able to 
guarantee you a spot. Assistance may be available for pastors from our 
continuing education funds. 

TRAVEL 
 
November 4 and November 8 will be travel days. Please make plans to 
arrive by 10pm on November 4. If you arrive earlier than November 4 
or leave later than November 8, all arrangements are on your own. 
Flights should be booked into the Colorado Springs Airport (COS). If 
you fly into Denver International Airport (DEN), you will be responsible 
for your own transportation to Colorado Springs. Please send your 
flight schedules to the Conferences Coordinator. Trip insurance is 
recommended to protect your travel plans.  

LODGING 

Lodging will be provided (with a roommate) with the registration cost. 
You are also free to make your own lodging arrangements at your own 
expense.  

FOOD 

Meals will be provided from breakfast on November 5 to breakfast on 
November 8. Other meals will be at your expense. Please note on the 
registration if you have any dietary restrictions.  

SCHEDULE 

We will begin Friday morning with our own SDB cohort and continue 
this on Saturday evening and all day Sunday. The Multiply Conference 
will be Friday evening and during the day Saturday and will include 
worship music. When a full schedule of events is completed, all those 
registered will receive an email. If you have any specific concerns about 
the schedule, please contact the Director of Church Development & 
Pastoral Services.  

For more and uptodate information and to register, visit 
seventhdaybaptist.org/MULTIPLY or seventhdaybaptist.org/thesummit. 
For any questions, contact the Conferences Coordinator. SR
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In Exodus 2 and 3 we have seven letters from Jesus to seven churches that were located in Asia 

Minor. Let’s review the structure of each letter, reviewing what we saw in last month’s article. 

Each of the seven letters shares certain characteristics. First is the fact that each is considered to 

be a letter that was dictated to John by the Lord Jesus (which is why the words tend to appear in 

red in versions of the Bible that designate the words of Jesus in this fashion). Second, each is 

written to the aggelos (angel) of that particular church, which could be a heavenly angel such as 

a Seraphim or the pastor serving as God’s messenger at the time to that church. Each describes 

the condition of the church as seen through the eyes of Jesus and in each Jesus says, “I know…” 

showing that the situation at hand is not hidden from Him. Each ends with a promise to those 

who hear Jesus’ call and who choose to remain faithful in enduring until the end: promises we 

ourselves should seek to claim. 

In all but one case Jesus points out a major problem with each church. In each letter, there is a 

warning that something must be done about the problems. It would seem that each letter is 

written to open the believers’ eyes to the problems at hand while giving a view of what could 

be. I believe that in structuring the letters in this fashion, Jesus reveals His desire for each 

church and for each individual believer, even those of us reading today. If this is the case, then 

what we are reading is the revealed desire of the heart of Jesus, both then and now. 

Prayer Time 

As we read each of these letters, please ask God for wisdom. Please remember the promise—

and the instruction—given us in James 1:5: 

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach,  
and it will be given to him.” (NKJV) 

The Book of 

Revelation:  
Letters to the Seven Churches 

Part 2 

Study Lesson 8 by Dennis Coleman, 

 Seventh Day Baptist Church of Shiloh, NJ
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Ephesus—The Loveless Church (Revelation 2:1-7) 

The church of Ephesus was a busy church, patiently doing 

the work of the Lord. This church appears to have the gift 

of discernment, giving them the ability to examine a per-

son’s motives and to respond accordingly by dealing with 

those who were evil. The Lord even commends them for 

how they handled the Nicolaitans. (A quick note: The Bible 

does not tell us who the Nicolaitans are but it would seem 

that God hated their “deeds.”) But while the Lord acknowl-

edged the good works of the Ephesian church, He did have 

one major issue with where they were spiritually. 

The Ephesians had left their first love. I’m guessing every 

follower of Christ knows who our first love should be (if 

not, please contact me as we have a very major issue we 

need to deal with). I’m guessing that through their deeds 

the Ephesians seemed to be on fire for the Lord but in 

their hearts that fire had gone out. They were no longer 

passionately chasing after their Lord but instead (I suspect) 

had become passionate about church work. I wonder if 

they were still having devotional times where they sat one 

on one with Jesus just because they loved Him, or was 

their spiritual life nothing more than ritual? 

What does your relationship with Jesus look like? Do    

you spend time with Him one on one in prayer and Bible 

reading/study? When you wake up are you excited about 

the fact that you get to spend the day with Jesus? I think it’s 

awesome that I get to tag along each day as Jesus works in 

my life and in the lives of those around me. This is what 

excites me in the morning. What gets you going in the 

morning? Do you still have the love and the passion to 

pursue your relationship with Jesus, or are you just doing 

what Christians are supposed to do? 

This first letter is all about your relationship with Jesus. Is 

it one of love or of church activities? If you have left your 

first love, Jesus warns that you need to repent. For those 

who passionately pursue Jesus and who overcome in the 

faith, a promise is given. They will eat from the tree of life 

that stands in the midst of the “Paradise of God.” (verse 7 

NKJV) (More on this tree in a later study. If you want a 

spoiler, read Revelation 22:2 and 13). 

Smyrna—The Persecuted Church (Revelation 2:8-11) 

The church of Smyrna had a different problem: persecu-

tion. They were facing a time of testing during which 

some of them would be jailed for their faith. They were 

warned of a ten day period of suffering during which 

their faith would be challenged, likely to see if they really 

believed what they claimed. (Scholars are all over the 

map on the meaning of the “10 days.”) Jesus encourages 

them to not fear what they were facing, telling them to   

remain faithful even if it costs them their lives. The reward 

for their faithfulness was the crown of life (the same 

promise found in James 1:12). 

Under persecution would you remain faithful, even     

unto death? 

Again we see a promise made to those who overcome. 

They will not see the second death (the death of the 

spirit). 

Pergamos—The Compromising Church 

The church of Pergamos was already facing persecution, 

remaining faithful even after one of their own had been 

martyred. Unfortunately, there were those among them 

who subscribed to idolatry and false teaching. I gather 

from how the letter is written, that those who knew better 

were not doing enough to stop these teachings from infil-

trating their church. Jesus tells them to deal with this 

issue, likely by challenging these false teachings with the 

truth, before He dealt with the problem. I’m not sure what 

this would have looked like but I am guessing it was best 

for them to not let things go that far. 

Hold onto and seek sound, Bible-based teaching. Never 

compromise when it comes to the truth. As the Spirit 

leads, help others find the truth. Do so out of love for the 

Lord and for those around you. 

The promise to those who overcome in the faith is hidden 

manna to eat and a white stone on which a new name is 

written. Only you and God will know what is written on 

your stone. Stand in the faith so that you will one day 

learn your new name. SR

Under persecution would you remain faithful, even unto death?
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By Garfield Miller 
Director of Outreach 

SDB Missionary Society

FOCUS on 
Missions

SDBs IN A FOREIGN LAND:  

EGYPT

It was with much excitement that we got the news last year that 
Seventh Day Baptist Christians were in Egypt. We later learned 
they are Sudanese refugees from the same tribe as our Seventh 
Day Baptist Brethren in South Sudan and Ethiopia. In response 
to their request to the Missionary Society for a visit and partner
ship, Pastor Gordon Lawton and I (Garfield Miller) visited Egypt 
June 20July 4, 2021. Originally, our mission should have been to 
Egypt and Uganda; however, due to COVID19 restrictions, the 
trip was limited to Cairo, Egypt. 
 
Our team arrived in Egypt pretty late in the night and were in our 
dwelling by about 2:00 am. A few hours later we were awakened 
by a strange sound echoing throughout the community, a dron
ing mournful song in an unfamiliar language. It was the Muezzin 
(Islamic official) proclaiming the call to prayer—we were truly in a 
foreign land. This happens five times per day, with an additional 
special call to public worship on Fridays. Wherever you are in that 
community you are reminded that you are in a Muslim nation and 
that it is time to gather for their time of prayer. I must confess 
that after a few days I found myself acknowledging the times of 
prayer—yes, I prayed and, yes, I prayed to the only God through 
Jesus Christ. 
 
By our brethren, we were educated that due to years of increas
ing violence and deteriorating conditions, the situation in South 
Sudan had escalated to a fullblown humanitarian emergency. 
The total number of South Sudanese refugees had now passed 
two million, the largest refugee crisis in Africa. There are pre
sently tens of thousands of Sudanese in Egypt, including SDBs 
who are working to establish themselves in a foreign land. We 
could now identify with some of what they were experiencing: 
the smells, the dressing, the worship, the food, the language, 
the socialization—all new. We quickly appreciated how much 
our brethren had, and would still have to, overcome in order to 
assimilate and become engaged in their new environment. It was 
deeply encouraging to see outpouring of affection and emotion 
that our visit elicited from our new friends. We felt strongly the 
gravity of our support and partnership in being there, present to 
walk alongside them on this journey into the unknown.  
 
With a fledging SDB group, we ministered to and provided them 
training on SDB beliefs and evangelism efforts. They were able 
to have their first baby dedication, communion, and baptism. 
Seven babies were dedicated and a similar number of persons 
were immersed. We also assisted in the completion of the ordi
nation of a pastor, an elder, and two deacons. In addition, we 
had the opportunity to visit another area where they are work
ing to establish a second SDB group. 
 

We conducted about ten training sessions, covering SDB beliefs.  
Eight to fifteen leaders and members participated in each session. 
The group had their communion service on our final Sabbath in 
Egypt. It was exciting to see them put into practice what we had 
gone through in the training sessions. We guided them through 
acquiring and preparing the bread and wine, purchasing the 
glasses and participating in the service. We had a challenge in  
securing a place for baptism since public Christian ceremonies 
were not allowed. A pool was eventually rented and seven per
sons were immersed. Praise the Lord! 
 
The determination of SDBs in Egypt is to be admired and emu
lated. As refugees, they are having to adjust to a new normal: 
strangers in a foreign environment, with a different language.  
To make their situation even more difficult, they are not treated 
well by natives. With little or no skills, finding work is difficult, 
and when they do find work, wages are lower than minimum 
wage. On many occasions, we encouraged them through sermons 
and discussions that God has a plan.  
 
The group meets for worship on the seventh floor of a residential 
building, with no elevator, in the living room of an apartment. In 
this space, approximately 35 members gather each week, and 
about 20 children in a bedroom for Children’s Ministry. They are 
working to find a more suitable place for worship, which is 
proving very difficult for a number of reasons, including ease to 
worship and financial resources. Our Egyptian friends are pre
sently negotiating to share space with a Sunday Christian Church.   
 
It was a productive and successful mission, as we were able to 
come alongside our new SDB brethren, who are very resilient 
and passionate. They are very clear on who they are and whose 
they are in Christ. As they take the light of God to a foreign 
place, they seek our assistance to make the best of their given 
situation, find a more appropriate place for worship, and minis
ter to their community. As we left, we encouraged them as Paul 
did in Philippians 1:27, “Whatever happens, conduct yourselves 
in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I 
come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will 
know that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as 
one for the faith of the gospel.” Philippians 1:27 
 
We must continue to have a consistent dialog with this new 
church plant, and prayerfully consider how we can further 
partner in this part of the vineyard. Thank you to all donors 
and supporters for making this trip possible. Another trip to 
Egypt is being planned for January 2022.
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CHURCH NEWS Dodge Center SDB Church, MN  
By Dale E. Rood

A New Name
  Dodge Center Seventh Day Baptist  
  Church (Dodge Center, MN) adopted  
  a new name at their January 2020  
  business meeting. The new name  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Anchor of Hope, a Seventh Day Baptist congregation” reflects 
the new focus that the church desires to communicate to the 
community. We desire to be an anchor of hope in a season of 
frustration and despair, much of it as a result of the pandemic. 
In addition, we have adopted a new mission statement—“Invite, 
Invest, Inspire.” Invite reflects the outreach we want to do…not 
only inviting others to church but inviting them to faith in Jesus 
Christ. Invest speaks to our intention to provide opportunities 
for Christian growth to our own membership and to our com
munity. Inspire speaks to the sense of worship and of being in 
the presence of God into which we want people to be drawn. 
 

Anchor of Hope Church has been holding inperson worship 
since June 20, 2020. During the pandemic and since beginning 
to meet in person, we have been broadcasting our services on 
Facebook. Our worship is at 10:00 a.m. central time on Sabbath 
mornings, and can be viewed by livestreaming or at a later 
time by going to anchorofhopesdb.org, choosing the Facebook 
icon under “Connect with us,” and choosing “See all” under 
videos. 
 
Anchor of Hope Church has no fulltime pastor. However, we 
do have three ordained ministers—Bill Shobe, Dale Rood, and 
Billy Edwards—plus a member licensed to preach, Andres Jara.  
All fill the pulpit. Ministry opportunities and meeting congre
gational needs are directed by the diaconate. In addition to 
the preaching, we have redeveloped a live worship team to 
lead worship on Sabbaths. Sabbath School has continued for 
children throughout COVID19, and fellowship dinners have 
recently resumed. 
 
Of special significance for adults this year are the EHS 
(Emotionally Healthy Spirituality) and EHR (Emotionally 
Healthy Relationship) courses that have been offered online 
and, recently, in person. This has allowed us to include some 
of our members who live at a distance and even members of 
other Seventh Day Baptist churches. The goal is to challenge 
people to grow in their discipleship…to grow in both spiritual 
maturity and in emotional maturity. Althea Rood and Billy 
Edwards have overseen the development and teaching of 
these courses. They are designed to encourage us to better 
love God and love others. We have experienced a greater 
depth in our love and commitment through these courses. SR

Walking on Street of CairoCongregation worship service in Egypt Egyptian persons ordained
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Who are we? 
The Good News Seventh Day Baptist Church is a church plant 
in Apex, NC. We are passionate about God, people, and the 
Sabbath. Our mission is to engage our community by sharing 
the good news of Jesus Christ and meeting the needs of the 
people. The Good News SDB Church is currently made up of  
a small core group of committed disciple‐makers with the 
vision of raising up leaders to transform our community one 
life at a time. We are proudly a part of our Seventh Day 
Baptist Denomination. 
  
Who are you? 
We are looking for a passionate, relational leader who is 
called by God to plant churches for Him. Do you have a love 
for the Word of God? Are you Christ‐centered and seeking 
opportunities to point others toward Him? Have you 
completed formal theological training? Are you relational and 
community oriented? A servant shepherd? 
 
What’s Expected? 
In this role you will be expected to lead in our efforts toward 
reaching our community and creating disciples. This is a part‐
time position of 20 hours per week. We will expect you to 
spend time each week: 

1. In prayer for the church and the community 
2. In the community building relationships outside  
    the church 
3. Preparing a sermon and preaching 
4. In visitation/member care 
5. Being discipled and discipling 

 
If you are interested in this role, please email 
goodnewssdbchurch@gmail.com with your resume and 
cover letter. We are excited to meet you!

PART-TIME PASTOR WANTED

NEW MEMBERS
REMEMBRANCE SDB CHURCH 
Fort Worth, TX 
Rev. Stephan Saunders, Pastor 
 

Ron Davis 
Christine Davis

SDB CHURCH OF SHILOH 
Shiloh, NJ 
Rev. Donald Chroniger, Pastor 
 
Joshua Coleman 
David Mattus, Sr. 
William ”Liam” Probasco, Jr. 
Colin Scull 
Melissa Scull 
Terrance “Terry” Uhland 
AJ Veale

          The Seventh Day Baptist 
                    Missionary Society  
  
                         invites applications for 
                           the part‐time position of                
                         Office Secretary/Bookkeeper. 
                         
                    If interested, please send  
              a resume to:  
              director@sdbmissions.org,  
              or call (954)684‐4961  
              for further information. 
  
The deadline for receiving applications is 
Monday, October 18, 2021.

https://www.seventhdaybaptist.org 

https://www.facebook.com/7thDayBaptists 

https://twitter.com/7thDayBaptists 

https://7thDayBaptists.tumblr.com/ 

https://www.pinterest.com/7thDayBaptists/ 

https://www.sabbathrecorder.com 

Find a Listing of SDB Churches  
offering live streaming of their services: 
https://www.seventhdaybaptist.org/find-a-
church/livestreams/

SDBs ONLINE

For access to the library of  
current and past issues of  

the Sabbath Recorder,  
go to your App Store and  

download the free SDB LINK app.



the skies proclaim  
the work of His hands.  

—Psalm 19:1



Periodicals postage paid 
at Janesville, WI 

and additional offices

Great is the Lord  
and most worthy  
of praise; 
His greatness  
no one can fathom. 

—Psalm 145:3

Conference 2022* 
 

University of Colorado at Colorado Springs 
Colorado Springs, CO  

JULY 24 - 30,  2022
*Dates and location are subject to change. If making travel arrangements,  

please consider purchasing trip insurance. 


