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God sent his Son to save the world...



For this is how God loved the world: 
He gave his one and only Son, so that  

everyone who believes in him  

will not perish but have eternal life. 

—John 3;16 NLT
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He is not here!  
He is risen 
from the dead...
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• salvation by grace through faith in Christ Jesus. 

• the Bible as the inspired Word of God. The Bible is our  
   authority for our faith and daily conduct. 

• baptism of believers, by immersion, witnessing to our  
   acceptance of Christ as Savior and Lord. 
• freedom of thought under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

• the congregational form of church government. Every  
   church member has the right to participate in the  
   decision-making process of the church.

If you’ve never read The Sabbath Recorder before, you  
might be wondering who Seventh Day Baptists are.  
Like other Baptists, we believe in:

God commanded that the seventh day (Saturday) be kept holy. 
Jesus agreed by keeping it as a day of worship. We observe 
the seventh day of the week (Saturday) as God’s Holy Day as an 
act of loving obedience—not as a means of salvation. Salvation 
is the free gift of God through Jesus our Lord. It is the joy of the 
Sabbath that makes SDBs a people with a difference.

The Seventh Day Baptist Center 
3120 Kennedy Road  
PO Box 1678, Janesville, WI 53547-1678. 

Phone: (608) 752-5055; FAX: (608) 752-7711  
E-mail: contact@seventhdaybaptist.org 
SDB Website: www.seventhdaybaptist.org 

 

Director of Communications: Jeremiah Owen 
jowen@seventhdaybaptist.org 
cell: (818) 468-9077 

 

Editor of the Sabbath Recorder: Patricia Cruzan 
sdbsr@seventhdaybaptist.org
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Continued on next page...

The Greatest Losers 
By Pastor Liz Green 

Jesus’ life, death and resurrection is a miracle. I often ponder Hebrews 4:15: For 

we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 

but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Perhaps 

I am thinking about this more because we have been watching The Chosen. One  

of my takeaways is that Jesus was fully HUMAN. Not just fully God, but also human, 

just like us. “God with skin on.”   

 

How does that work? My mind cannot comprehend it. He had to take care of His 

body just like we do. He had to obey His parents. He might have made an occasional 

joke or witty remark. He laughed. He dealt with disciples (who were carefully  

selected yet were real dolts at times)—yet it is not recorded that He ever belittled 

them or got angry (and sinned in His anger). Instead He lovingly taught them. 

Even the Sons of Thunder!  
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The Bible teaches us that He was fully human and without sin. I can’t 

make it from bed to my first cup of coffee in the morning without 

thinking or doing something sinful. He made it for 30-some years 

without sin. Without an understanding that He was without sin, the 

crucifixion and resurrection are meaningless. It is enormous that 

Jesus took not just my sin upon Himself, but also yours, Adam and 

Eve’s, and everyone else’s sin throughout past, present and future. 

How does that work? It can only work to satisfy the penalty for our 

sin if He was sinless. Otherwise, He, like us, would simply be another 

sinner condemned to die. And dead, He would remain dead, because 

He could not be the spotless lamb that God required as a sacrifice. 

Yet, He rose again. Death could not contain Him because He is the 

only one who did not deserve to die or be punished. He is the only 

one who can satisfy the enormous sin debt that we all have accrued.  

I find that this makes me even more grateful at Eastertime. The gift 

given to each believer through the resurrection is enormous. The  

anguish that Jesus suffered on our behalf is immeasurable.   

 

When I was growing up, my Easters were really superficial and only 

touched the surface of what the event was. It was only as I began to 

participate in a Good Friday service that I began to recognize the 

enormity of what Jesus did for us. As we celebrate the empty tomb of 

resurrection, let’s forget about the foolishness that our culture assigns 

to this event: the Peeps, the Easter baskets, Easter dresses, the bunnies 

and chicks, the special meals, even our beloved family gatherings. 

This is a much more somber celebration than that! It is the time of 

year that I especially recognize that I literally have nothing of value 

for the Lord, unless He chooses to empower and lead me by His 

Spirit. All believers are in a special club. Maybe we should be called 

the Greatest Losers, because we are! We are those who recognize 

that we are nothing, we have nothing to offer to the Lord, unless and 

until we come to receive the great gift of Salvation bought on the cross, 

and lay down all our feeble attempts at earning God’s favor. Greatest 

Losers, we are united in the Lord by His death and resurrection, and 

empowered by Him and for His Glory. We live and glorify Him because 

of His great gift to us at Easter. Celebrate this great gift!

Pastor Liz Green serves the Milton Church as Associate Pastor. She enjoys vegetable 
gardening and living with her husband, Frank, and beloved cat, Nemo.

I literally have nothing of value for the Lord,  

unless He chooses to empower and lead me by His Spirit. 
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When our children were young, our family shared a book that explained 

the origins of the Easter bunny and traditions of colored eggs in children’s 

terms. As a book for Christian families, the narrative included the worship 

of God, and salvation through Jesus’ death and resurrection. This is how 

we had agreed to raise our children—telling them right up front what 

was real and what was pretend regarding holiday characters. 

For me, the driving force behind the truth and honesty was a conversation 

between my sister and nephew when he was at an age of understanding. 

Speaking of the imaginary characters, indulged by parents, and the truths 

of the holiday, he stated, “I never saw Santa, the Easter Bunny, or the 

Tooth Fairy. Now I know they aren’t real. I’ve never seen Jesus, God, or 

the Holy Spirit either.” Turning to his mother, he asked, “So how do I 

know they are real?” His next question struck my heart: “What else have 

you lied to me about?” 

Fast forward 40 years. I thought I had this article written. My husband 

had read it and said, “It is good.” I started my email to the Editor and was 

ready to send the attachment when I was spiritually prompted to research 

more about Easter. Specifically, I wondered how Easter should fit within 

my Christian life. I was fully expecting to read if children are taught the 

Easter Bunny is just a fun imaginative character versus Jesus and His 

Resurrection being real, all would be fine in my world. 

However, reading through the articles and comments of other Christian 

leaders and pastors fell far short of validating my thoughts and opinions. 

Instead, it was eye-opening and convicting, not at all what I believed most 

of my life! Apparently, I had never searched out this information before!  

By Cheri Appel

What Else Have You Lied to Me About?
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Of course, you can research it yourself, and in fact, I hope you will. Here is a start; 

the name Easter comes from the god Ishtar, the Queen of Heaven. Her mythical story 

and the practices of the Pagans that surround it were rituals forbidden by our God 

of the Israelites. 

The articles I read stated that Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread continued 

to be observed by the disciples. For me, it was confirming to see how the prophesies 

about Christ tied in perfectly with what occurred during the week leading up to His 

crucifixion. Each event could clearly relate back to the Passover Lamb that was pre-

pared, and then slaughtered for the sins of the people. The blood smeared on the 

doorstep was a lasting reminder of what it took for our sins to be forgiven.  

In the past, observing Easter, I was taught to focus on the Resurrection of Christ—the 

celebration of His rise from the dead. Although that is very important, Passover 

helps us remember that Jesus suffered tremendously carrying our sin and died a 

torturous death for us as well. I learned that remembering His victory over sin and 

death has to precede the celebration of His Resurrection. That is the whole package 

and the very reason we must be forgiven, ask Him to be our Savior, and physically 

die before we too, will rise to be with Him for eternity. 

I call myself a follower of Christ, desire to study His Word, to know and follow it 

closely. This article was to be about what children should be taught regarding 

Easter. While searching for those passages, I came across Luke 18:16 where Jesus 

talked to His disciples about the children who wanted to come to Him: 

But Jesus called for them, saying, “Permit the children to come to Me, and do not 

hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” 

He also says in Mark 10: 15: “Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom 

of God like a little child will never enter it.” 

He goes on to say in Mark 9:42: “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe 

to stumble, it would be better for him if, with a heavy millstone hung around his 

neck, he had been cast into the sea.” 

This made me re-evaluate what I am teaching and modeling for my grandchildren 

and non-Christians in my life. Suddenly I had more questions than answers! How 

much am I indulging in the belief and practices of fantasy characters which may be 



rooted in pagan traditions that God forbade His children to participate in? Is that relevant 

for me today? 

Have I been hindering those with childlike faith from coming to a Biblical relationship 

with Jesus by blurring the line between fantasy and reality? Am I indulging in fantasy 

distractions that may cause others to live a “watered down” uninformed Christian life? 

I certainly don’t want to deserve having a millstone around my neck to drown in the 

sea! I don’t want to be a stumbling block for anyone in their pursuit of a relationship 

with Christ Jesus! 

Is it “okay” if I am clear about fantasies derived from history versus the reality of 

Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection? And what about other holiday seasons that offer 

imaginary distractions from Christ? 

Should grandparents, pastors, and the church body stop all creative thinking with 

children? Yet, who is the most creative imaginative inventor Creator of all? Who gave 

us an imagination? Who invented play? Humor? And fun? Almighty God, Jehovah. 

Anyone who has worked with or raised children knows that they will naturally use 

their imaginations. This can and should be encouraged. It is an important part of their 

mental development. We need creative thinkers in this world! A balance must be kept, 

however. There are ways to encourage children in pretense, fantasy, and creative fun 

that retains their knowledge of reality.  

When a child trots around the yard saying, “Neigh!! I’m a horsey!” he knows he is not  

a real horse. Mommy offers him some grass which he pretends to eat. Daddy starts    

to chase, motioning as if he has a lasso. Loving it all, the child laughs and trots away. 

Everyone is aware they’ve indulged in imaginative play.  

A family watches a movie with fairies. As it ends, a parent comments, “That fantasy 

world looks beautiful and sounds wonderful. All their wishes come true.” The continued 

conversation within the family makes it clear “that was pretend.” Fairies are fun, but 

they don’t exist in real life. 

Instead of wishing, or believing in magic, let’s teach children to talk to Jesus similarly 

to asking providers for things they need. Model for them how to pray, seeking God’s 

will and watching for His answers. Rather than attribute fortunate events to luck,      

encourage them to look for and recognize “God-incidences.” When asked about her 

birth month, for a zodiac sign astrology fortune, my friend responds, “I was born 

under the sign of the Cross.” All of these bring the conversation back to the reality of 

Christ. 

Certainly, I have been pulled out of my belief and opinion of the past. My Lord has 

challenged me to continue to read, discuss and learn what He wants me to know and 

practice in my life from this moment forward. 
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What is the Holy Spirit saying to you regarding your beliefs and convictions? 
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Growing up, Passover season was always a time of year that I looked forward to. 
Going to church each Sabbath was great, but the Sabbath when we celebrated 
the death and resurrection of Jesus was particularly special. The air felt different, 
songs were sung with more passion, and everyone seemed to dress their best 
for the occasion.  
 
It was a time of remembrance and celebration! Each year, during the worship 
service, elements of the Passover seder and communion were set up on the 
communion table. My father stood before the congregation and retold the story 
of the Last Supper. During his sermon he had the youngest child in the church 
who could read ask the four questions as is customary at Passover seder. He 
would then go on to tell how Jesus instituted communion, prayed in the garden, 
was captured, beaten, and crucified. My father would, often times, have a young 
man come up from the congregation to participate in an illustration. He would 
explain the beating Jesus endured, and then place a purple cloth and vines 
twisted together on the young man to represent the robe and crown of thorns 
they placed on Jesus. Then, the young man would sit down, the message would 
continue, and we would spend time praying and thanking God for Jesus.  
 
Immediately after service, there would be a matzah hunt for the kids—then my 
father would gather the children for an extra sweet surprise. He handed out 
paper bags and had the children wait for a moment. The anticipation would build 
and all of a sudden my father would toss fun sized sweeties in the air and all of 
the kids would scramble to catch the delectable little gems. Candy raining from 
the sky—it was every kids dream! I absolutely loved the excitement of the day.  
 
As I grew older, the traditions continued and the story of Jesus’ birth, death  
and resurrection were repeated again and again. Each year it became more 
meaningful as I grew in my faith and grew closer to God.   
 

Growing Perspective 
By Gabrielle Watt 
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One day, when I was around 19 years old, I was spending time with family and 
friends. We decided to watch the film The Passion of the Christ. It was the first 
time I had ever seen the film. I heard that it was a wonderful depiction of passion 
week and knew that it had a huge impact on a lot of people. What I didn’t know 
was how it was going to affect me.  
 
I grew up in church and had been a Christian for most of my life, so I knew that 
Jesus was crucified and died to save the world from sin. However sitting and 
watching the events play out brought new light to how much Jesus endured. I 
couldn’t watch the scenes where the Roman soldiers scourged Jesus with the 
multi-thonged whip. I didn’t need to watch. I heard the cries of agony with every 
lash of the whip and knew that each strike tore flesh from His body. When it was 
over, I looked up and saw a beaten, bloodied man suffering atrocities no man 
should ever have to. As if what He had just endured wasn’t enough, they forced 
cloth onto the open lacerations and impaled a thorny crown on His head. I covered 
my face and peered through my fingers for the remainder of the abuse. Finally, 
hands and feet spiked to a blood-soaked wooden crossbar, hoisted high for the 
viewing pleasure of all who were present, Jesus gave up the ghost. 
 
I sat there speechless, overwhelmed by emotion, feeling like I could cry enough 
to fill the room we were sitting in. I thought to myself, “For the crowd, it wasn’t 
just about death, it was about undeniable, sadistic torture—absolute torment 
that Jesus didn’t deserve, and a death that no man deserves.” Except, it was 
the kind of death that every man, that I, deserve. Although I knew the answer, I 
thought, “Why? Why would Jesus descend to earth to be born of a virgin; live a 
sinless life; interact with individuals who were beneath Him; be betrayed, beaten, 
nailed to a cross; die; descend to hell; resurrect and ascend to heaven to provide 
salvation for a bunch of sinful people, so many of whom want absolutely nothing 
to do with Him?” Like I said, I knew the answer—love.  
 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” These are the 
words of John 3:16 (KJV) that I and so many of us learned during childhood. 
Even though I learned this scripture when young, I had to grow to get a better 
understanding of its meaning. All of the suffering that Jesus endured was done 
out of the purest of loves. I do not believe that I will ever be able to fully under-
stand the type of love God has for us. If we are honest with ourselves, we know 
that we constantly break His heart. Yet, He still said that we were worth dying 
for. It is a love that, I’ll admit, I take for granted at times. While I do not fully  
understand it, I am forever grateful that He does love us so much, and that we 
get to experience His love for us each day.  
 
That is what makes this time of year, and every day of our lives, special—and 
that’s why we celebrate. 
 
Gabrielle Watt is the wife of Dakota Watt, daughter of Rev. Paul R. Andries and 
Diane Andries. She is a dedicated member of the Washington, DC, Seventh Day 
Baptist Church, where she is part of the worship ministry, dance ministry and  
co-leader of the youth group alongside her husband. 
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Much To Do About Easter

Everyone is aware, so let’s talk about it! This week between 

Palm Sunday and Resurrection Sabbath is one of many 

holidays noted on our calendars whose roots are religious. 

Each season like this gives us the opportunity to witness 

for Christ not only to our children, but also our family, 

friends and co-workers. Let’s be ready with our Bibles and 

pray for the Spirit’s leading. 

 

Pray about speaking freely of your faith and God’s work in 

your life. Ask the Holy Spirit to direct and guide you in 

speaking His Words to someone in need of His salvation. 

Do they know and understand their need for this gift? 

Pray for their belief, that they may come to an understand-

ing and claim Jesus IS the Son of God. Plant the seeds the 

Father would have you say.  

 

Find out what is keeping them from taking this step in 

faith. In Jesus’ Name, pray against the forces of Satan     

that are blinding and deafening God’s children. Suggest 

another time when you can meet to discuss the scriptures 

that will help them understand who Christ is and why we 

need Him to be our Savior. Invite them to church on Resur-

rection Sabbath. Make plans to meet for coffee or a meal to 

have more time for discussion. 

For your non-Christian friends who need to receive His Word...

By Cheri Appel
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Talk about the week. Begin with Jesus’ prayer in the garden where He 

asked, most respectfully, “IF it be God’s Will,” this cup would be removed 

from Him. Why would He ask such a question? Why did He go on to say, 

“Not my will, but thine”? What did He know that we need to add to our  

understanding?  

 

Challenge them to deepen their knowledge regarding the symbols of 

Passover and the counterparts in the week that Christ, the Lamb, willingly 

fulfilled. Do they truly understand what it meant for Christ to take on all 

sin? All of my sin? All of everyone’s sin? Past, Present, and Future? Why 

did He have to follow through with each event as orchestrated by God the 

Father? 

 

Dare each other to find all the Old Testament scriptures/prophesies that 

give details about this exceptionally important week. Does the word 

“Easter” appear in our Bibles? If so, where and what do we think about 

that? Read the history of when and how Easter was added into the folds  

of the Christian Church. How has that impacted Christianity of today? 

 

Does it matter what day Christ was crucified? Should we be celebrating 

the Jewish festivals? Did Jesus clearly tell us to make some changes in 

their observance? What did the disciples follow in their yearly calendar 

after Christ’s resurrection and why? Note how each event that happened 

during Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread was planned for our 

Salvation!  

 

Then share it! Rediscover and prayerfully express again, your heartfelt, 

deep gratitude to your Savior and God the Father, for YOU! For EVERYONE! 

Realize again HOW GREAT HIS LOVE IS! HOW AMAZING HIS GRACE IS! 

 

Is there really anything more important we should be doing? Let’s focus 

on the reality of Jesus and His Word. Let’s prioritize all things Eternal.  

Let’s be about our Father’s Work!

With the Christians in your life that are “babes or teens in Christ”...

For Mature Christians...

Learn something new and meaningful! 

Cheri Appel is a retired elementary school teacher with a Masters Degree in Education.   
She lives with her husband near their granddaughters in So. California.  Cheri has a sewing 
ministry, and also enjoys writing, especially when combining that God-given skill with her 
love for the Lord and SDBs.
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My dear Lord 
Jesus, thank you. 
 
Thank you for this season of reflecting 
on your coming to us in human form, 
your willing death to pay for our rebel-
lion against you, and your victory over 
death through your resurrection. 
 
As I read the gospel narratives this 
season, I’m drawn again and again to 
your experience in the garden. Your 
words and actions there inspire me to 
embrace more fully what it means to 
be a human. They help me to under-
stand more and more the declaration 
that I am a child of God. 
 
Every time I meditate upon Matthew 
26:36-39, I’m amazed by your willing-
ness to be completely transparent with 
us. I guess that’s just one more facet of 
your overwhelming, never-ending, 
reckless love. You didn’t hide the fact 
that you were feeling profound sorrow, 
and you were deeply troubled. You, 
Lord Jesus Christ, the one through 
whom the universe was created, how 
even you could have been overwhelmed 
with these feelings, and even to the 
point of death? 

By Scott Hausrath



SR • April  2022   15

During my years in this broken world, I have 
dealt with depression and deep sadness. 
Your emotional honesty inspires me not to 
reject, but to accept, my own uncomfortable 
feelings. This helps me to work through my 
bad days instead of trying to work around 
them. Through your willingness to acknowl-
edge your own human pain, you give hope, 
you restore. Great are you, Lord.  
 
In these verses I also see that you were willing 
to ask others for help. By asking Peter and 
James and John to stay close to you, you  
acknowledged that their presence was very 
important to you. You actually needed them? 
This is something that has always been a 
challenge for me. It can be extremely difficult 
for me to ask others for help! But if you did it, 
then maybe I too can do it, because I am 
who you say I am.   
 
Not only did you ask for the help of other 
humans, but you also sought the Father’s 
help. You modeled for me persistence as  
you faithfully lived out your own teaching  
of asking, seeking, and knocking. You were 
consistent and congruent, because that is 
who you are. You challenge me to isolate 
myself less, and to connect myself more. 
 
In seeking the Father’s help, you showed us 
that you knew exactly what was waiting for 
you beyond that garden. You knew that you 
would be hunted, arrested, shamed, beaten, 
mocked, flogged, tried, and killed on a cross. 
What we humans did to you was illegal,  
immoral, inhumane. You suffered physical 
agony, emotional anguish, and utter humilia-
tion. No wonder you asked the Father to take 
that cup from you! You sacrificed all for us, so 
you deserve all of the glory. You are worthy of 
it all.   
 
Yet when you asked for that cup to be taken 
from you, you willingly submitted your desires 
to the Father’s desires. “If it is possible,” you 
said. “Yet not as I will,” you said. “May your will 

be done,” you said. Lord Jesus, you challenge 
me and inspire me to walk that same path by 
laying down my will and taking up yours. I’m 
trying to do it each day, but it’s not an easy 
path to walk, so through it all, my eyes are  
on you. 
 
Finally, my King and my God, as I meditate 
upon John 18:1-11, I am encouraged by your 
determination to face those terrible atrocities 
that were awaiting you in Jerusalem, which 
you called the city of the Great King. The in-
habitants of that city did not welcome their 
king; they killed him. You knew this would 
happen, but instead of running from your 
killers, you ran straight toward them. As you 
said to Peter, “Shall I not drink the cup the 
Father has given me?” I am inspired by your 
unending focus upon, and your ceaseless 
dedication to, the mission you had received 
from the Father. Lord, I, too, need that focus 
and dedication. So, if it’s okay with you, every 
day I’m going to be asking for your help, be-
cause without you and your help I won’t be 
able to continue my mission. Every day I will 
call upon your name. What a wonderful, 
beautiful, and powerful name it is. 
 
My dear Lord Jesus, thank you. 
 
Thank you for this season of reflecting on 
your coming to us in human form, your willing 
death to pay for our rebellion against you, 
and your victory over death through your 
resurrection. My meditating upon you will 
never be complete, so it must go on forever. 
Because of who you are, and what you have 
done, I now have forever. 
 
Praise forever to the king of kings! 

 
Scott Hausrath has been following Jesus for only 
four decades, so he’s making plenty of mistakes 
but gradually learning what it means to be a faith-
ful disciple. He is currently a member of the Seattle 
Area SDB Church family.
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Monday night. My wife picked me up at the Janesville, 
WI, bus station after I returned home from Kingman, 
AZ. One of our sons called from college to let us know 
that he had concerns about a foot injury coming out of 
track practice that day. 

Tuesday. Our son called again to let us know that he 
definitely had a foot injury and had gone to the health 
clinic for treatment. He had started on an antibiotic 
due to concern about an infection. 

Wednesday. Our son called from the hospital, diagnosed 
with a probable MRSA infection. He was being admitted 
because the infection was continuing to spread despite 
antibiotic treatment. His college is 700 miles away. We 
prayed more fervently. We started working out travel 
plans. 

Wednesday Night. A friend contacted us to let us 
know that he was praying for our son. He also wanted 
us to know that he was ready to leave for the hospital 
at a moment’s notice. He is hours closer to the hospital 
than we are, and was fully prepared to be present.  

That is Kingdom Family—relationships that develop a 
sensitivity to the needs of brothers and sisters in Christ, 
and a readiness to act in response to those needs.1  
Our friend is a very busy man, and the sacrifice he 
was willing to make to be present at the right time is   
a key marker of Kingdom Family. 

Kingdom Family. As Seventh Day Baptists, we seek to 
communicate and treat each other as if we are family 
because we are brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. We 
passionately desire that all people will feel welcome 
and valuable in our churches and Conference. 

There is more to Kingdom Family than the warmth and 
security of relationship though—there is also an action 
response. We do not just say that we are Kingdom 
Family, we live as Kingdom Family. That means that we 
are not simply consumers of relationship blessings, but 
that we are contributors to the community of Kingdom 
Family. 

Kingdom Family in Action. We need to show up to be 
Kingdom Family. When our church gathers on Sabbath 
for corporate worship, the barometer of attending is 
not whether or not I am going to get something out of 
it. We have a covenant relationship with God and our 

local Kingdom Church Family that calls us to faithfully 
attend, belong, and serve. 

Likewise, when our church is scattered throughout 
the community, we are once again called to action. We 
passionately live out our faith, proclaiming and prac-
ticing our common convictions throughout the week. 
We show up at work, at home, in the marketplace, at 
family gatherings, in traffic jams, on social media—with 
the opportunity to live as Kingdom Family. 

General Conference Kingdom Family. As Seventh Day 
Baptists, we desire the sense of family that goes beyond 
family kinship. We desire the experience of Kingdom 
Family as gathered around God’s great banquet table 
with our brothers and sisters in Christ. But the experi-
ence is more than a label or singing an emotional song. 
It requires showing up.  

It is easy to put the SDB General Conference in the cate-
gory of, “I’ll participate if it is helpful.” Admittedly, I have 
spent much of my life living under that mantra. While 
the General Conference is truly helpful in a number of 
ways, utilitarianism is not a recipe for Kingdom Family. 
Our participation in the General Conference calls for us 
to show up, not as a consumer when it happens to meet 
my need, or my church’s need, but as a contributor to 
the work that God is calling us to collectively. Together. 

General Conference Week 2022. The SDB General 
Conference operates 52 weeks of the year, and we are 
the healthiest when churches and individuals are fully 
engaged throughout the year. At the same time, there is 
a unique season in the ministry year when we collec-
tively seek out God’s leading and confirm the missional 
focus of the Conference of Churches for the year ahead. 

As a Kingdom Family, there is work to be done during 
Conference Week 2022. We have had a significant gap 
in gathering together for this intensive Kingdom work. 
For SDB Kingdom Family to thrive, we need delegates 
to attend Conference Week 2022 and engage in that 
work. 

Simply put, the Conference needs you to show up. 
Your Kingdom Family needs you at the table. See you 
in Colorado Springs, CO. 
 

1 As of the writing of this article, after spending some days in 
the hospital, our son did indeed respond to a different antibi-
otic administered by IV. Praise God!

Kingdom Family

SR

By Carl Greene 
SDB Executive Director
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Do not be afraid! I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 
He is not here! He has risen just as He said. Go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead! 

                                                                                                                           —Matthew 28:5-6-7

If there ever was an event in history that demonstrated 
the GREATNESS of God, it was the resurrection of His 
Son, Jesus. If there ever was a story that needed to be 
shared with the millions of people on earth, it was/is the 
story about the crucifixion, death, burial, and resurrection 
of Jesus—a story about love, forgiveness, redemption, sac-
rifice, eternal life. The Friday night worship service at 
Conference will help us reflect on these facts: Because 
Jesus lives, I can face tomorrow. Because Jesus lives, all 
fear is gone. I can celebrate God’s GREATNESS because I 
know that Jesus holds the future for me and millions of 
other believers. My life is worth living because Jesus 
lives. As we celebrate God’s GREATNESS, we will also 
think about how to answer the Friday thought for the 
day: What has God done to encourage you through some 
struggles and challenges? We will be blessed by Deacon 
Frank Mazza sharing the Word with us on Friday evening.  

 

Beginning the Sunday evening of Conference, we will   
reflect on the thought of the day and how God has im-
pacted our lives in a way that makes us recognize His 
greatness. The worship services each evening and the 
Sabbath morning worship service will be a time for us to 
praise God for what He has done, what He is doing now, 
and what He will do in the future. Part of the schedule for 
our Conference week looks like this: 

 

Sunday’s thought: What has God done to protect you? 
Evening worship’s theme is “How Great Is Our God” 
along with “How Great Thou Art.” Pastor Wayne North 
will be sharing the Word. 

 

Monday’s thought:  What promises has God kept so   
you can experience His faithfulness? Evening worship’s 
theme is “Great is Thy Faithfulness.” Pastor Tyler Chroniger 
will be sharing the Word. 

 

Tuesday’s thought: What has God done to guide you in 
making decisions? Evening worship’s theme is “Wonder-
ful Grace of Jesus.” Pastor Scott Hausrath will share the 
Word. 

 

Wednesday’s thought: What has God done to show His 
mercy and patience toward you? Evening worship’s 
theme is “Victory in Jesus.” Pastor Phil Lawton will share 
the Word. 

 

Thursday’s thought: What has God done to let you  
know you are forgiven of your sins, provided you have 
confessed your sins to God? (Next month I’ll share about 
what’s happening Thursday evening) 

 

Sabbath’s thought: What blessings has God given you to 
show His love for you? The worship service’s theme is 
“The King is Coming,” with Deacon Tom Davis sharing 
the Word.   

 

Valerie Probasco, Debbie Bond, and Pastor Tyler Chroniger 
will coordinate the youth activities and studies, and Elianna 
McHenry will coordinate the children’s activities and 
studies. Eric and Katy Bofinger will be in charge of the 
5K Gospel Run for the Missionary Society. 

 

Next month I’ll let you know about the Bible studies on 
Psalms and the workshops and plenary sessions that will 
be available to our Conference attendees.   

God has something great planned for us for that week.     
I can’t wait to see you and your family in Colorado—           
I know you will be blessed as we join together in Jesus’ 
name.

By Charlotte Chroniger
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SDB Missionary Society 
Andy Samuels 

Chief Executive Director 

In the work of the kingdom of God and in the fulfillment of 
the Great Commission of our Lord Jesus, many partnerships 
are needed for goals and objectives to be accomplished. No 
single individual, single church, or even single denomination 
can get it all done. Partnerships are indispensable to the 
Lord’s work. 

The SDB Missionary Society encourages SDB churches in 
North America to partner with SDB churches and confer-
ences overseas in order to help each be better at doing the 
good that God has called us to do. These partnerships, 
which can involve mutual prayer support, interaction, shar-
ing of resources, and exchange of ideas, inevitably cultivate 
an environment where both partners learn from each other. 

One of these partnerships is with the Kanan SDB Church in 
Manipur, India, and the Next Step Church in Thornton, Col-
orado. The Kanan Church is made up of people from Myan-
mar who migrated into India, just across the border in India’s 
northeastern corner. Pastor Pau Haang Tombing provides 
dedicated leadership to the church, and they have been re-
turning to their homeland across the border to do ministry to 
their compatriots there. They also have a vision for reaching 
out to Indians in their community. They do not have a build-
ing of their own, but do their best to minister in spite of their 
limitations.    

When the Next Step Church in Colorado heard about this 
ministry, they were moved to pray and give further support 
to it. Since October 2020, they have been making a monthly 
financial investment in the outreach efforts of the Kanan 
Church, thus partnering with them to bring the kingdom of 
God to those in their path. 

Another partnership that is of current interest for many, is 
our collaboration with the Foundation of SDB Europe. If you 
have been praying for a way to give support to the Ukrainian 
people at this time of the invasion of their country and their 
ensuing national crisis, keep reading. 

The Power of Partnerships  

to do Good Better

Pastor Pau Haang Tombing praying

Pastor Pau Haang Tombing teaching
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Listen to the words of Jan and Ruth Lek: 

We, Jan and Ruth Lek (from the SDB Church in the Netherlands) 
have been in close contact with the church in Poland and Uk-
raine for decades. We both have been there several times with 
relief items such as clothing, medicine, money and all kinds of 
other necessary basic necessities and church materials. 
 
Yesterday (February 26), we were told that many, many people 
have fled, everything has been left behind, families are being 
split up at the border, all men between the ages of 18 and 60 
are not allowed to leave the country. This is heartbreaking.  
We also know some of these people personally. We have met 
them several times at my parents’ homes; very sweet, warm, 
beautiful people. 
 
In Poland, where our two sons, Dave and Rufus live, their 
church has started an action to buy basic necessities and 
bring them personally to the people who need them. See the 
message below. 
 
Dave writes: 
A group (including Rufus) from our congregation, goes to the 
border of Poland and Ukraine to bring things to the refugees.  
We are going to buy first-needs things, things that we have 
confirmed to be first-needs, such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
yogurt for children, fever tablets, women’s hygiene stuff, blan-
kets and more. 
 
If you want to participate financially, please do so. The more 
support, the more purchases we can make. A lot of donations 
have already been made here, along with the rest of our bre-
thren and friends. 
 
Rufus writes: 
From whom did I get that strong desire to help others? My 
parents! All their life they supported people. Already, more 
than 40 years ago they drove to Poland. They began doing 
that in 1979, when there were much stronger borders between 
countries, barely any highways, and sometimes in winter. 
Today in 2022, 33 years later, I am doing the same. 
 
Would you like to make a donation? 
Donations can be sent to our Paypal account: 
Jan.lek@kpnmail.nl 
 
Also, it is possible to send funds to our bank account for 
the, “Foundation of SDB Europe.” 
 
Account name: SDB Europe Mission Foundation. 
Account number: NL69 INGB 0000 0859 81. 
Mention: Ukraine Support

The Kanan SDB Church in Manipur, India

Jan and Ruth Lek from the Netherlands,  
and their son Rufus.

This is a picture of the Leks’ car they used to 
make a trip to Poland in 1989.
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Four creatures, one with the face of a lion, another with the face of an ox or a calf, the third with the face  
of a man and the fourth was like a flying eagle: each worshiping God day and night. Would you, for a few 
moments, join with them in worshiping our God? 
 
Prayer Time 
 
Father, please minister to our hearts, helping us to remember the freedom we have to worship you. Help us 
to join in praising you because you are worthy. You are holy. You alone are God. Teach us to love you and to 
worship you, giving you honor and praise as we recognize Your authority and as we receive Your love. 
 
Six Wings 
 
In our Sabbath School class, one of the students asked about the significance of the creatures each having six 
wings. As best we can we should always look to scripture for answers. Revelation does not talk about the six 
wings but we find something similar mentioned in Isaiah 6:1-3. 
 
Isaiah describes a vision where he: 

“...saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple.” 
 

Above the throne Isaiah saw seraphim. The name “seraphim” is the plural form of saraph (Burning one or to 
burn). Christianity.com says this is because they, “burn with love for God.” Saraph are believed to be the 
highest in rank among the angels but the only time we see the word “seraphim” used is in Isaiah 6. 
 
Like the creatures in Revelation 4, the seraphim in Isaiah 6 are near the throne of God. Based on the similar-
ities between the two sets of creatures it’s possible that the ones found in Revelation are also seraphim. Both 
sets of beings have three pairs of wings: 
 

The Book of 

Revelation: 

How Church Is Done  
In Heaven 

Part 4  
 

Study Lesson 14 by Dennis Coleman, 

 Seventh Day Baptist Church of Shiloh, NJ
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    • With two wings they cover their faces—A form of  
        humility. Though they are angels they fear to look  
        upon God. 
    • With two wings they cover their feet—Again a form  
        of humility. Think about Moses before the burning  
        bush. Standing on holy ground, he was told to take  
        off his shoes (Exodus 3:5). Doing so showed that he  
        was willing to humble himself before the LORD. By  
        covering their feet these seraphim are also humbling  
        themselves before the LORD. 
    • With two wings they fly. 
 
Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and 
thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever 
and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before Him 
who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives 
forever and ever,... 

—Revelation 4:9-10 
 

In Revelation 4:4, John describes for us 24 thrones that 
are around the throne of God: 
 
Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the 
thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white 
robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads. 
 
Have you ever sat in the nosebleed seats? Have you ever 
bought “obstructed view” seats? I’ve done both and by 
far the obstructed view seats were the worst. 
 
Philly is a big sports town and we pride ourselves on our 
teams (even when they are terrible like the Flyers are 
this year) and our stadiums. When I first moved here the 
76ers and Flyers played in the Spectrum, an arena with 
a lot of character and (unfortunately) a fair share of bad 
seats. I discovered how bad some of these seats could be 
when one of my “friends” talked me into buying obstructed 
view tickets to a Sixers game. These seats were surpris-
ingly cheap, a good fit for a college student’s budget. 
What was not made clear to us when we bought these 
tickets was the fact that the “obstruction” was a very 
large staircase leading up to the upper level. By leaning 
to my left I had a great view of center court, that is when 
people weren’t walking by on their way to better seats 
up in the nosebleed section. Fortunately, the Sixers were 
not selling out (as they often do now) and we were even-
tually able to move. 
 
Not the Cheap Seats 
The 24 elders are not sitting in the cheap seats. They sit 
in a place of honor, surrounding the throne of God. They 

have a great view of God on His throne, as they join with 
the four creatures in worshiping our Lord. Later, John  
describes them as being made kings and priests (Revela-
tion 5:10) and they have the honor of wearing crowns of 
gold upon their heads. 
 
Who are these elders? John does not tell us who they are 
but we can learn a little bit about them from what is said 
in scripture. They appear to be human, not angels. There 
are 24, which leads to a number of theories. One theory 
is that they represent the heads of the 12 tribes of Israel 
(the 12 patriarchs) and the 12 apostles but there are 
some who doubt this as they wonder why John would 
not mention it if he saw himself. For the record, John 
does not mention himself at all in his Gospel, so he likely 
would not have mentioned himself in Revelation. It’s also 
possible that he could not see the elders’ faces. We also 
have to consider that if John of Patmos is different from 
John the Apostle, he would not have seen himself. 
 
Another theory is that they simply represent the church, 
made up of some combination of Old Testament and 
New Testament believers. In fact most of the theories 
center around some combination of Old Testament and 
New Testament (Jewish and Christian) believers. Ellicott’s 
Commentary points out that the different theories all 
seem to point to the same concept, “that the twenty-four 
elders represent the complete Church of God in the past 
and in the future, in the Jewish and Gentile worlds.” 
 
What else do we know? 
    • They sit upon thrones and appear to have been  
        given seats of authority and honor. 
    • They wear crowns. 
    • The Old Testament priests were divided into 24  
        groups (1 Chronicles 24:1-5). 
    • They are clothed in white robes—representing purity 
        (being purified) and righteousness. 
    • They are sitting, representing rest. I believe this also  
        represents Sabbath rest. 
    • They are near God, being ministered to by the four  
        creatures. 
Whoever they are, I believe they represent the future of 
the church. They also are witnesses to what we will see 
in the rest of the book of Revelation and, along with the 
four living creatures, the elders help us identify the lamb 
mentioned in chapter 5. 
 
These elders follow the lead of the four beasts, worshiping 
our God. Next time we, through John’s eyes, get to watch 
as these elders acknowledge the Lamb who was slain.
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Greetings to you in  
the name of our great God! 

 

Your invitation to register for 
Conference Week 2022 has arrived!  

 
Conference President Charlotte Chroniger and the Conference 
Week team are looking forward to Conference Week 2022 in 
Colorado Springs, CO, from July 2430 on the campus of the 
University of Colorado—Colorado Springs (UCCS) centered 
around the theme, “How Great Is Our God.” 

 
In anticipation of your desire to gather inperson for our annual 
Conference Week for the first time in three years, we have 
opened registration for Conference Week earlier than normal. 
This means that you can show your excitement for this wonderful 
program by registering TODAY! You can access links to register at 
seventhdaybaptist.org/conferenceweek2022. There you will also 
find other information including a Registration FAQ (Frequently 
Asked Questions) related to most questions you might have 
about Conference Week 2022.  

 
We have experienced significant change as a society since we 
last met in person for our annual Conference Week. There will be 
some changes for Conference 2022 as well, such as increasing 
costs, decreasing registration options, deposits, minimum 
registration thresholds, deadline changes, and following some 
other best practices for national/international conferences.  

 
We will need to reach 270 oncampus registrations by May 23 to 
renew our inperson Conference Week gathering. The ministry 
of the SDB General Conference happens through your investment 
of time, finances, and feedback. Let’s register ourselves and our 
local church members by May 23 to affirm together “How Great 
Is Our God” and commit to attending Conference Week 2022.  

 
For further details or if you have questions, please contact our 
Conference Week team at registrar@seventhdaybaptist.org or 
6087525055 ext. 708. We look forward to seeing you this 
summer! 
 

Advancing God’s Kingdom with Your Partnership, 
SDB General Conference Leadership  

Expected Conduct at Conference Week 2022 
July 2430, 2022, Colorado Springs, CO 

 
1.     We desire to maintain our witness for Christ. 
Part of this witness is our ability to live as a commu
nity that recognizes the responsibility to think of 
others. Please be considerate and kind to all in your 
interactions, including the Conference Week team 
and the college/university staff. 

 
2.     Local rules of the school and facility are binding 
on all who attend Conference Week unless changed 
by the Host Committee or the General Council. This 
includes physical distancing guidelines and mask re
quirements if in effect.  

 
3.     Any questions or complaints concerning the pro
gram, facilities, meals, lodging, or anything concern
ing Conference Week 2022 should be addressed to 
the Conference Week team via the provided chan
nels in your welcome packet. College/University staff 
will only address concerns with the Conference 
Week team.  

 
4.     All socializing between males and females (except 
husband and wife) shall be limited to public areas or 
personal rooms (except during quiet hours) in which 
the doors are completely open. 

 
5.     Quiet hours are from 10 p.m. to 7 a.m. each 
night of Conference. During quiet hours, no exces
sive noise will be permitted. No talking will be allowed 
in hallways, and no music (such as instrumental, 
vocal, or from a device) will be permitted except 
when used with personal headphones. Quiet talking 
will be permitted in lounges or in personal rooms 
with the doors closed (same gender only and 
spouses). 

 
6.     A Disciplinary Council shall be established be
fore Conference convenes. The Disciplinary Council 
shall deal with infractions of these expected conduct 
guidelines. Discipline will match the warranted of
fense and could include being asked to leave the 
event with no refund.  

 
7.     All unmarried minors (under 18 years old) will 
need to have their own parent(s) or a sponsor over 
25 years of age, attend the Conference. ALL MINORS 
will be assigned to rooms on the same floor of the 
same dorm as their sponsors. 

 
8.     Parents or sponsors assume full responsibility 
for the conduct and discipline of the young people 
whose sponsorship they accept.



Continued on next page...
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THEME 
 
What is this year’s theme?  
This year’s theme, chosen by President Charlotte Chroniger, 
is “How Great Is Our God.”  
 
ACTIVITIES 
 
What activities will be happening during Conference Week 
2022?  
     There will be singing, committee meetings, seminars, 
youth and children’s activities, women’s banquet, pastor’s 
luncheon, inspiring Bible studies, and evening messages all 
centered around the Conference Week 2022 theme, “How 
Great Is Our God.” We will post a schedule as soon as it is  
finalized along with all other Conference Week 2022 infor
mation on the Conference Week 2022 web page:  

seventhdaybaptist.org/conferenceweek2022 
 
What are the appropriate ages/grades for nursery care, Kid
Con, and YouthCon? 
     Nursery care is available for those from birth to PreK (04 
years old approximately). KidCon will be available to those 
going into Kindergarten to 5th grade (511 years old approx
imately). YouthCon will be available to those going into 6th 
to 12th grade (1218 years old approximately). These services 
are available for a $25 fee.  
 
 
DESTINATION 
 
Where will Conference Week 2022 be held?  
     We will be using facilities on the campus of the University 
of ColoradoColorado Springs (UCCS) located just north of 
downtown Colorado Springs and close to I25. This is a modern 
university setting with many amenities including free guest 
wifi and ADAcompliant facilities.  
 
What is there to do in Colorado Springs?  
     Colorado Springs has been a tourist destination for over 
150 years. From Garden of the Gods and Pikes Peak to hun
dreds of trails and natural wonders, as well as a robust art 
and food scene, there is something for everyone to enjoy in 
Colorado Springs. Please go to visitcos.com to see all of the 
great things for visitors to do and plan some downtime at 
Conference Week 2022 or before or after Conference Week 
to see all this part of the country offers to reveal the great
ness of God.  

SCHEDULE 
 
Are there any major schedule changes to Conference Week 
2022 from previous years?  
     Only one major change. We will be transacting all of our 
business (including committee work) within the first few 
days of our Conference. Instead of trying to spread the busi
ness out over the course of the whole week (and sometimes 
not giving enough time to have delegates and registrants re
view reports, ask questions, and give great feedback and 
ideas for how to actively advance God’s Kingdom), we are al
lowing plenty of time to have those conversations over Mon
day, Tuesday, and Wednesday of Conference Week 2022.  
 
REGISTRATION OPTIONS 
 
What will the options be for registration for Conference 
Week 2022?  
In an effort to minimize the stress on volunteers and to follow 
best practices for national conferences, there will be only 
two options for registration: There will be NO walkup on
campus registrations. 

 
OPTION 1: ALL WEEKON CAMPUS Includes a bed, 
linens (sheets/cases, a blanket, a pillow, a towel, and a wash
cloth), all meals and registration for the whole week 

 
OPTION 2: REGISTRATION ONLY Registration fees for 
the week only (all accommodations and meals need to be 
done elsewhere) 

 
All registration will be online and will require an email.  

If you struggle with making online reservations, our  
Conference Week team can assist you.  

Contact us at registrar@seventhdaybaptist.org  
or 6087527055 ext.708. 

 
Could Conference Week 2022 be CANCELED? 
     We are committed to having an inperson gathering in 
2022 and it depends upon you.  
 
We need to have 270 oncampus registrations (beds) by 
May 23, 2022, to continue our inperson gathering this 
year. So our gathering this year needs you to commit to the 
importance of this event by registering and securing your 
spot.  

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ)  
CONFERENCE WEEK 2022



Use of the nursery, associated conferences (KidCon), youth 
conference (YouthCon) are an additional $25/person and 
attending the women’s banquet will be an additional $30/ 
person. These fees will be used to help cover the costs of these 
events and provide us with a headcount for those using these 
services so that we can prepare accordingly. 
 
Why does the price seem higher than usual?  
     Many factors account for this price. There is currently an 
increased price on everything due to economic inflation. Food, 
labor, lodging, and facilities are all more expensive than in 
previous years. Also, in pulling all the Conference Week costs out 
of various ministry budgets (Christian Education, travel, Pastoral 
Services, etc.), we realize that we have been subsidizing the cost 
of our annual Conference Week for years at the cost of $200+ 
per registrant without passing that cost on to registrants. This 
cost represents more of the true price but has still been 
subsidized for cost control at the discretion of the General 
Council. We must continue to move toward a more 
sustainable model. With your commitment to attend 

Conference Week 2022 through registering before May 23, 
you will show the Conference Week team and General 
Council the importance of this annual event to you.  
 
Do I need to pay all of my fees when I register?  
     No, however, this is the expectation of most major 
conferences upon registration. We will be requiring a deposit 
this year of $100 per registrant (6 and above). This is to help 
ensure your spot and our ability to put on Conference Week 
2022. You also can pay your full registration cost by card or 
check at the time of registration. If you pay your deposit by 
check, we must receive that check before May 23 for your 
registration to be counted.  
 
All fees will need to be paid by July 3 to ensure your spot. 
 
What will the Conference Week refund policy be?  
      In the event that we need to cancel Conference Week 2022 
due to a lack of registrations, we will refund everyone 100% of 
what they have paid via the method they paid. Any cancellations 
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Is that May 23rd deadline too early?  
     May 23 is the last day for us to receive a full refund of 
our substantial deposit to UCCS. However, with us opening 
up registration in early March, the May 23 deadline gives us 
just as much time (maybe even a week more) than we would 
normally have by opening up registration in our typical time 
frame of May 1.  
 
If we meet the oncampus registrations by the May 23rd 
deadline, what will the final registration deadline be?  
     We will communicate any further deadlines when we 
meet our oncampus registrations goal. Your registration 
must be accompanied by at least a deposit ($100) for it to 
secure your place. Your commitment to attend is needed to 
ensure that Conference Week 2022 can happen. 
  
There will be NO walkup oncampus registrations.  
 

COVID19 Protocols for Conference Week 2022: 
 
We will be asking that, in your adoption of the standard 
code of conduct we require for Conference Week attend
ance, you commit to following the protocols for guest 
groups at the time of our meeting by UCCS. 
 
Proof of vaccination will NOT be required. In regards to 
masks, it will depend on what the situation with COVID is in 
Colorado Springs. Currently, UCCS is likely to lift its oncampus 
mask mandate in March. The majority of Colorado Springs do 
not currently require masks in public spaces (there are excep
tions by individual businesses and for major concerts/sporting 
events and public transport). We have not been able to and 
will not be able to predict months from now how COVID 
might affect travel or personal plans. We encourage you to 
purchase trip protection/insurance from your travel carrier 
or thirdparty insurer to guarantee the return of your travel 
funds in case of changing public health concerns.  

Continued from previous page...

PRICE **All fees will need to be paid by July 3 to ensure your spot.**
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made by registrants after June 1 will be refunded 50% of what 
they have paid via the method they paid. Any cancellations 
made by registrants after July 1 will forfeit what they have paid.   
 
TRANSPORTATION 
 
When should I arrive on campus to begin registration or 
events?  
      Please do not arrive on campus to check in or register 
before Sunday, July 24, at 1:30 pm. Your arrangements before 
this time and after breakfast on Sunday, July 31, are your 
responsibility.   
 
What happens to my plane ticket if Conference Week 2022 
gets canceled?  
      We recommend that you purchase trip insurance/ 
protection offered by your travel carrier or a thirdparty 
insurer to help mitigate any travel expense loss due to 
cancellation.  
 
What airport should we fly into for Conference Week 2022?  
      We will arrange pickups and dropoffs to the Colorado 
Springs Airport (COS). This airport is serviced by most major 
airlines (United, American, Southwest, Delta, Allegiant). If you 
choose to fly into Denver International Airport (DEN), there are 
shuttle options to carry you to Colorado Springs. The major 
shuttle options include Groome Transportation and connection 
to the Bustang at Union Station in Denver via light rail from the 
airport. Union Station in Denver also hosts an Amtrak station 
that can have a Bustang service connection or Greyhound come 
directly into Colorado Springs.  
 
What about parking on campus?  
      Parking on campus is covered in your registration fees but 
know that some parking lots are located at some distance from 
the buildings that we are using and that parking fills up quickly.  
 
How about getting around oncampus for those with limited 
mobility?  
      We will be mostly located in one building for our events 
throughout the week with the dining hall and dorms being a 
short walk away. We plan on allotting plenty of time for people 
to make the transition between scheduled events. We are 
working with UCCS on ways to help those who will still find that 
movement across campus is a challenge (shuttles, golf carts, 
etc.). All of the facilities include elevators (if needed), ramps, 
and are ADA compliant.  
 
LODGING 
 
Do I need to bring linens for my bed if I am staying on
campus?  
      No. Linens are included with your oncampus registration. 
This includes sheets/cases, a blanket, a pillow, a towel, and a 
washcloth.  
 
Can my children sleep on the floor without charge?  
      Everyone age 6 and above must be in a bed. This complies 
with UCCS Conference Services guidelines.  

Are there airconditioned rooms available oncampus?  
     Yes. There are a limited number of airconditioned rooms 
available at an additional cost (+$116). Most people will not 
need air conditioning. It is a dry climate in Colorado and it 
rarely gets above 90 degrees during the day and is quite 
temperate at night. A fan will likely make sleeping conditions 
acceptable for most registrants.  
 
How many beds are we contracted for at our host campus?  
     We are contracted for 300 beds and we need 270 beds 
registered by May 23, 2022, to continue to have an inperson 
gathering.  
 
What are the dorm rooms like and can I choose my roommate?  
      Our contracted rooms include suites of 3 or 4 private rooms 
(one twin bed) with a shared bathroom. You will have the op
tion in registration to indicate your preference of roommates.    
 
Are there preferred places to stay offcampus if that is my  
option?  
      If you are staying offcampus, your lodging arrangements 
are your responsibility and there are a wide range of hotels in 
the Colorado Springs area ranging from $60 per night and up. 
The Conference Week team is making a block of rooms avail
able for SDBs at two local hotels. That information will be 
shared on the Conference Week 2022 web page (seventhday
baptist.org/conferenceweek2022). You may also contact one 
of the Conference Week team at registrar@seventhdaybap
tist.org or 6087525055 ext. 708. There are also multiple RV 
parks in the Colorado Springs area.   
 
MEALS 
 
Will I be able to purchase meals oncampus if I am not stay
ing on campus? 
      Yes. You will be able to pay cash or credit for meals as a 
walkin in the same dining hall where oncampus registrants 
will be eating. No need to contact Conference Week staff; just 
pay at the door.  
 
What if I have dietary restrictions?  
      There should be many options for all types of palates and 
dietary restrictions. There will be glutenfree, vegetarian, and 
lactosefree options at main meals (including an entree). Pork 
may be an option at meals but there should be other food  
selections as well. For extra sensitivities, please let us know  
in your registration and we will do our best to make accom
modations with the dining service oncampus.  
 
What meals will be included in the oncampus registration?  
     Your meals include dinner Sunday evening (July 24), break
fastlunchdinner MondaySaturday, and breakfast on Sunday 
morning (July 31).  
 
What if I don’t eat breakfast, etc?  
     Our registration options include all meals if you are stay
ing on campus or no meals if you are staying offcampus. A 
great majority of our oncampus registrants over the years 

Continued on next page...
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The Recognition Committee of the Women’s 

Board would like to encourage you to submit 

your nominations for the Robe of Achievement 

for a woman who has served the denomination, 

her home church, family, and community; or   

for the WISE Award for a woman who has given  

evidence of service above and beyond the call 

of duty in her home church. We don’t want you 

to be inhibited by the forms and all the informa-

tion that is needed. Fill in what you know and 

don’t worry about the exact dates of activities  

if you don’t know them. This information can be 

secured later if your nominee is chosen for the 

honor of receiving the Robe of Achievement or 

the WISE Award. The deadline for nominations 

is April 30, 2022. The forms are available on the 

Women’s Board webpage at:  

http://www.sdbwomen.org/ 

under the Recognitions tab or by requesting a 

copy from Lydia Solomon by email at: 

 ljdavis311@aol.com  

or by mail at: 

 226 Candlelight Drive, Clarksburg, WV 26301. 

Nominations Deadline for 
Robe of Achievement  

and WISE Award

          The Seventh Day Baptist 
                    Missionary Society  
  
                         invites applications for 
                           the part‐time positions of                
                         Administrative Manager and       
                         Administrative Assistant. 
 
                   If interested, please send  
                   a resume to  
                   director@sdbmissions.org,  
                   or call (954)684‐4961  
                   for further information.

April 
Memory Verse: 

PRIMARY 

The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

—Psalm 27: 1  

 

JUNIOR/YOUTH/ADULT 

The Lord is my light and my salvation, 

whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 

stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be 

aftraid? 

—Psalm 27: 1 

have eaten all their meals on campus. In the interest of sim
plicity in registration options and the desire for most event  
venues to offer discounted facility costs with a certain number 
of beds and meal plans, these were the best options for our 
event. If you are staying offcampus, you can buy individual 
meals with cash or credit at the dining hall. If you are staying 
on campus, it includes all meals. 
 
Are there any age discounts for meals?  
     Ages birth2 eat free. Ages 35 eat at a discounted meal 
rate. Ages 6 and above pay the full meal rate.  
 
OTHER QUESTIONS 
 
What if I have another question, need some advice on the 
best choice for my Conference Week 2022 logistics, have  
difficulty registering, or have a special request?  
 
We want to see you there for Conference Week 2022. It does 
not hurt to ask any questions. Contact the Conference Week 
team at registrar@seventhdaybaptist.org or 6087525055 
ext. 708. We will find you an answer. 

Continued from previous page...

For access to the library of current and 
past issues of the Sabbath Recorder,  

go to your App Store and  
download the FREE SDB LINK app.



How good it is to sing praises to our God,  
how pleasant and fitting to praise Him. 

—Psalm 147:1

The Cross 
By Irene B. Saunders 

Written and revised October 2, 2003

 
 
 
At this time of year (spring), 
we remember Christ’s death 
and resurrection. We see 
large wooden crosses draped 
in purple, lilies, crowns of 
thorns, nails, and other  
emblems of the suffering of 
our Lord. 
 
We wear gold crosses as jewelry, have crosses in our 
sanctuaries, and see them on churches everywhere. The 
cross has special meaning for us as Christians. It is the 
symbol of our Savior. But does the cross have some spe-
cial magical power? What is so special about two pieces 
of wood? 
 
Of course, it is the Person who died on that cross that 
makes it unique. 
 
What if Jesus had died later in history? Suppose that the 
instrument of death had not been the cross. 
 
We would wear little gold electric chairs as earrings. 
 
Or...we would have a hangman’s noose in the church 
dangling in front of a velvet curtain. 
 
Or...we would have hypodermic needles portrayed in 
stained glass windows. 
 
Or... maybe a mock firing squad would enter the sanctu-
ary and re-enact the death of the Savior, and guns would 
be pretty little lapel pins. 
 
The cross—the tree—was an instrument of death and the 
worst penalty for breaking the law. Crucifixion was a 
normal means of execution during the Roman occupa-
tion in Israel. There was nothing beautiful in such a 
scene—only horror, hatred, and intense suffering. 
 
The Bible tells us that “cursed is the man who hangs 
upon a tree.” Jesus bore the curse; He became cursed  
instead of us to remove the curse from us, the curse of 
sin, which is death. The cross was the means of death the 
Father chose from the foundation of the world. Jesus’ 
blood had to be shed just as the Passover Lamb’s blood 
had to be shed to save the Israelites so many years ago. 
Jesus became the Passover Lamb: “the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sins of the world,” as John the Baptist so 
fitly predicted. 

The Romans and the Jews did not take Jesus’ life from 
Him. The Bible tells us that He willingly laid down His life.   
    But Jesus was executed. An execution? Yes, and much  
           more! The cross is the only instrument of death to  
                            become a holy thing instead of a thing of  
                                 dread. The only reason for that is that  
                                      the Holy Lamb died there, just as  
                                           God planned. For me. For you. 
 
                                     Should we continue to wear crosses,  
                                   use crosses in our churches, on our 
letterhead, in the bulletins? I think so. But we must never 
let the cross become an enchanted thing. It is not more 
important than the One who died there. Jesus did not  
die a pretty death. It was torturous, painful, degrading, 
humiliating. 
 
The beauty lies in the love there displayed—love which 
spans the centuries past, present, and future. Jesus freely 
allowed Himself that death only because it would buy 
back His creation, mankind, from the hands of Satan. 
Jesus was the only one who could do it, and the cross 
was the only way He could do it. When God plans some-
thing, it has to be His way. 
 
Now, when you look at a cross, think of it as an electric 
chair or a gun, or a gas chamber. Think of it as the instru-
ment of death that it is. Think of it as the vehicle that 
brought forgiveness to you and new life. But most of all, 
think of the One who died there—Jesus the Messiah, the 
One foretold even in the Garden of Eden—to break the 
power of sin and death. 
 
No, there are no magical powers in the cross. But there is 
power in the cross because of the blood shed upon it. 
Jesus died there. But He didn’t stay on the cross, and He 
didn’t stay dead! He came back from the grave and lives 
forever more. The open tomb is the symbol of the power 
of the resurrection.  
 
Maybe we need to think more about the open, empty 
tomb as a symbol of the Christian faith. Jesus died on the 
cross and rose again so that we could live abundantly, 
possess the power of the resurrection, and look forward 
to eternity with Him, too. 
 
Isn’t it amazing love—amazing grace? 
 
The Cross of Christ, The Old Rugged Cross, In The Cross, 
and so many other favorites that we sing. That is good. 
We must never forget the cross. But it is the Christ of the 
Cross who brings the forgiveness, the life, the power, the 
love, and the joy! SR
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God sent his Son to save the world...
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