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God can do anything, you know— 

far more than you could ever imagine  

or guess or request in your  

wildest dreams! 



Dream + Grant =  

Endless Possibilities

What you find in the following pages are a series  

of “possibility” stories of Seventh Day Baptist  

Churches joining God in His good work. 
—Carl Greene, page 5



  5

Doing the Utmost to Reach the Uttermost 
By Andy Samuels 
Chief Executive Director, SDB Missionary Society

20

  7 Memorial Board Has Plenty of Salt— 
Custodians Needed! 
By Donald Graffius, MB President

9 SDB Organization Financial 
Partnership Application

12 The Good News SDB Church 
By Valerie Heath

18 3M Bash at Battle Creek 
By Pastor Harold King

24 The Torch is Passed in Shiloh 
By Donna Bond

22 The Book of Revelation:  
How Church Is Done In Heaven: Part 3 
By Dennis Coleman

10 Understanding and managing RISK 
in the SDB church planting ministry 
By Rev. Dave Stall, Church Planting Coordinator

14 A Summer Internship 
By Peggy Chroniger

16 A New SDB Branch Church 
By Pastor Harold Smith

17 New York City SDB Church Goes into  
All the World Online 
By Sis. Lisa and Sis. Jewel Poole

19 Music at Conference 
By Charlotte Chroniger, Conference President

An Invitation to Possibilities 
By Carl Greene, SDB Executive Director

InThisIssue

For access to the library of current and 
past issues of the Sabbath Recorder,  

go to your App Store and  
download the FREE SDB LINK app.

SR • March 2022   3

26 Remembering Jenni 
By Helen Goodrich, Women’s Board

 

Conference 2022 
Registration is  

Coming Soon! 

Keep up-to-date with the latest  

information on  

registration dates, pricing, and more 

by heading here:  

https://bit.ly/SDB2022

Dreams 
Granted!  
See the stories...



• salvation by grace through faith in Christ Jesus. 
• the Bible as the inspired Word of God. The Bible is our  
   authority for our faith and daily conduct. 
• baptism of believers, by immersion, witnessing to our  
   acceptance of Christ as Savior and Lord. 
• freedom of thought under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
• the congregational form of church government. Every  
   church member has the right to participate in the  
   decision-making process of the church.

If you’ve never read The Sabbath Recorder before, you  
might be wondering who Seventh Day Baptists are.  
Like other Baptists, we believe in:

God commanded that the seventh day (Saturday) be kept holy. 
Jesus agreed by keeping it as a day of worship. We observe 
the seventh day of the week (Saturday) as God’s Holy Day as an 
act of loving obedience—not as a means of salvation. Salvation 
is the free gift of God through Jesus our Lord. It is the joy of the 
Sabbath that makes SDBs a people with a difference.

The Seventh Day Baptist Center 
3120 Kennedy Road  
PO Box 1678, Janesville, WI 53547-1678. 

Phone: (608) 752-5055; FAX: (608) 752-7711  
E-mail: contact@seventhdaybaptist.org 
SDB Website: www.seventhdaybaptist.org 

 

Director of Communications: Jeremiah Owen 
jowen@seventhdaybaptist.org 
cell: (818) 468-9077 

 

Editor of the Sabbath Recorder: Patricia Cruzan 
sdbsr@seventhdaybaptist.org
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Continued on next page...

I love ice cream in pretty much any flavor. Granted, the “Garbage Can” 
flavor I tried once (and only once) might not be on the list, but rarely do I 
find an ice cream that is less than fantastic. When I go to our local ice 
cream shop, I create a long line of anxious customers behind me as I 
study over all the flavors and wonder what flavor will be just right for 
today. The endless possibilities behind the frost-covered glass invite me 
to dream of culinary delights.  

Possibility Stories 

This issue of the Sabbath Recorder is something of an ice cream shop. 
Stay figurative with me here: there are no “scratch and sni!” or “edible 
pages” provided. What you find in the following pages are a series of 
“possibility” stories of Seventh Day Baptist churches joining God in His 
good work. These are churches that had a dream, received a grant from 
the SDB Memorial Fund and lived out a God-inspired possibility. 

We hope that the following stories provide you with ample opportunity to 
celebrate along with other SDB churches how God is at work in and 
through our churches. We also hope that these stories inspire you to 
dream about what God might be calling your church to undertake. 

By Carl Greene 

SDB Executive Director

An Invitation to Po!ibilities
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Continued from previous page...

The Equation 

I would like us to consider an equation that the Sabbath Recorder Editor 
introduced me to: 

Dream + Grant = Endless Possibilities 

Here is how the equation can play out. A local church has a God-inspired 
dream. The church applies for a grant through SDB Memorial Fund to 
overcome hurdles that limit that dream. Endless missional possibilities 
flow into reality as we join God in His work through partnering together: 
local churches, the SDB Memorial Board, and the SDB General Conference 
of Churches.  

The Grants 

The mission of the Seventh Day Baptist Memorial Fund is to invest and  
distribute the physical and financial gifts of past, present, and future  
donors, to extend the work of Seventh Day Baptists in spreading the gospel 
of Jesus Christ to today’s world. The SDB Memorial Fund and the SDB Gen-
eral Conference work in dynamic partnership to o!er grants that reflect 
the missional emphasis of the SDB General Conference in the areas of: 
church planting, church revitalization, leadership development, and gospel 
saturation (https://www.seventhdaybaptist.org/vision-map/). You will find 
inspiring stories about each of these emphases in the following pages. 
 
Here is the great part of the stories—we are all invited to participate! First, 
SDB churches have the opportunity to apply for grants that reflect SDB 
missional emphasis. A grant application is included in the following pages. 
For more information about the application process or to submit an appli-
cation, please contact grants@seventhdaybaptist.org.  

Second, we also have the opportunity to participate through contributing 
to the work. If you are inspired by these stories and would like to partner 
financially in the long-term work being undertaken, you can consider 
making a legacy financial gift or recurring donation to the Memorial Fund. 
If you have any questions about how to donate to the Memorial Fund, 
please contact the Memorial Fund Financial Director, Ron Ochs, at 
rochs@seventhdaybaptist.org or (608) 752-5055. SR
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Continued on next page...

The past few weekends in January we have had snow and ice here in 
Pennsylvania. Fortunately, last fall, our custodian Vernon purchased a 
bag of “Miracle Melt” for use on the church parking lot, sidewalks, 
steps, etc. because he knew we would eventually need it. My son, 
the Pastoral chemist, would say there is nothing “miraculous” about 
it—it’s just a combination of salts that causes a chemical reaction 
that melts snow and ice! 
 
However, if the salt remains in the bag inside the church, it does 
nothing to “miraculously” change the environment outside the 
church!! Moreover, if the custodian waits until it snows, the stores 
may be sold out of “Miracle Melt”! It does not take much salt to make 
a change, but the custodian must plan ahead and take it out of the 
bag in the church whenever it is needed and apply it to places 
where it will change white snow and ice to black wet macadam.   
 
Matthew 5:13 says we are the spiritual salt of the earth in a very cold 
and frozen world. We—who know Christ—need to act as “custodians” 
carrying the salt (gospel) to where we can be in meaningful contact 
with those who need us most. 
 
Seventh Day Baptists are fortunate to have stock piles of salt  
(endowments—invested funds for future and present ministries).  
That’s where you come in! We need custodians to carry and spread 
the salt where it is needed and will make a di!erence! Donors in-
tended their gifts to change lives for Christ, not merely accumulate 
financial dividends and capital gains! 
 

Memorial Board Has Plenty of Salt— Custodians Needed!!
By Donald Gra"us 
President, Memorial Board Trustees
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Nehemiah, the Old Testament prophet, was tasked 
with rebuilding the wall around Jerusalem. He 
continually prayed for the resources, vision, and 
discernment to complete his ministry.  Similarly, 
Step 1 in the Memorial Board (MB) application 
process is to pray and ask God how your church 
might minister e!ectively in the community. Will 
you start a tutoring or transportation program? 
Meals on Wheels? A summer movie night or con-
cert series? Bible club or Vacation Bible School?  
live stream your service? If the Lord has given  
you the ministry vision, but you lack the financial 
resources, do not be discouraged—perhaps the MB 
can become a financial partner in your ministry.  
 
Step 2: Complete a grant application (on page 9) 
with supporting documents to justify the funds  
requested. You can also visit grants@seventhday-
baptist.org. You can also call the “grant master,” 
Brittany, at the SDB Center at 608-752-5055 Exten-
sion 5. She will review your initial documents for 
completeness and request supporting or missing 
information. For example, if you are requesting a 
projector or camera for streaming a service and 
failed to submit a cost estimate from a vendor, she 
would be in touch with you to provide one. 
 
The 3rd step in the grant process involves a  
review by an executive at the center. For  
example, if your grant request involves  
a church plant or outreach it would be 
reviewed by the Director of Church  

Development. The purpose of this review is to  
anticipate questions the General Council and/or 
MB might have regarding the grant and to ensure 
the application is “ripe” for decision-making.  
 
Next, General Council reviews your application 
to determine how it fits in the overall mission of 
the denomination and makes a recommendation 
to the MB. Why so many reviews? Proverbs 15:22 
says: “Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many 
advisors they succeed.” 
 
Finally, the Memorial Board reviews your appli-
cation at its next regularly scheduled meeting. 
If urgent, action can be taken between meetings.   
If the MB decides to join in your ministry, it must 
find a funding source. We have specific endow-
ments (piles of salt) earmarked for adoption, camp-
ing, evangelism, lay person training, or assisting the 
blind. Other endowments (salt piles) are undesig-
nated and used at the discretion of the trustees. 
Don’t worry—if you are willing to serve as a  
“custodian” carrying the gospel to a needy place, 
the MB will find the “salt”!  
 
        After your project has been funded, you will  
                       periodically report your progress!   
                             We will want photos and to know  
                                    what worked well and what  
                                          revisions were necessary.   
                                             This is to help future  
                                                 “custodians”!
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Understanding and managing RISK  
in the SDB church planting ministry.

You can’t appreciate a bird’s eye view without rising to new heights. 
 
 You can’t taste a new flavor without daring to try a new fo!d.  
 
You can’t make a profit if you’re not wil"ing to invest something.  
 
You can’t love without opening yourself up to being hurt.  
 
You can’t win a friend to Christ unles# you are bold enough  
to share your faith with them.  
 
You can’t experience the ful"nes# of life as a Christian unles#  
you lay everything down to fol"ow Jesus.  
 
Everything worth doing has some risk.  
 
Life requires that we take risks al" the time.  
 
The gospel (and Christian ministry) require risk as wel".  
 
Let’s consider together the fol"owing 4 point framework for  
proces#ing the risk as#ociated with SDB church planting.
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Rationale  
If we are going to step out and take chances, especially with someone else’s donated money, we 
 should be able to provide some rationale. Every decision maker and stakeholder in a project or 
venture should know why we are doing this. Why this project in this place? Who is involved 
and why are we working with these people? What are the goals and objectives, and how do we 
envision this unfolding? What is the potential reward or gain and what are the likely road-
blocks and challenges?  
 
Asking these questions is not wrong, pessimistic, or throwing a wet blanket over a spark of en-
thusiasm. Establishing a solid rationale for every ministry project provides helpful support and 
confidence for every planner, doer, and donor that God brings to the team.  
 
Inspiration  
When considering a new venture in ministry, we must seek to confirm that the plan in front of  
us is divinely inspired. In other words, is God’s Holy Spirit moving us in this direction? This step 
is a little less objective and a bit more challenging. It requires some careful discernment.  
 
We might consider if this makes sense with what we are seeing God do in the bigger picture. 
Are we moving in step with God? Perhaps we will have a community or team to pray and help 
with discerning if this is God’s direction. This will be especially important if the project seems 
like a real stretch or a significant leap of faith. We should not immediately dismiss projects that 
don’t make “perfect sense” in worldly terms, as God sees much that we don’t. Rather, we should 
do our best to confirm that this crazy idea is God’s, not ours. Much could be said about hearing 
the voice of God. For now, I’ll just say that we are in trouble if we take ministry risks without 
being sure that we are hearing from Him.  
 
Stewardship  
This step in our framework serves as a reminder that all of the resources at our disposal belong 
to God, not us. We are not owners, but stewards. Discussing risk in terms of stewardship seems 
like a double-edged sword. On one hand, there might be some freedom and an open-handed  
attitude toward financial and personal resources as we let go of ownership and remember it was 
never “ours” anyway. On the other hand, a constant reminder that these resources are not ours 
to squander but God’s provision through other stewards looms over each decision. This brings 
weight and responsibility to our financial and personal investment in risky projects. I believe that 
both sides of this stewardship reminder create a healthy tension that will keep our approach 
balanced.  
 
Kingdom Mindset  
In every e!ort to understand and manage risk in ministry, we will make attempts to evaluate  
and measure results. We must not lose our focus on kingdom work as we consider the fruitful-
ness of personal, relational, financial, and spiritual investments. Earthly or physical metrics can 
not be our only standard of assessment in work for the kingdom of God. Sure, we may put some 
observable and quantifiable standards and expectations on things, but we must also look for 
the unseen and eternal accomplishments. For example, a church plant might not meet certain 
goals financially, physically, or in numbers of members. However, it might have lasting kingdom 
impact through souls saved, leaders raised, or as a stepping stone to another work of God. Or, a 
church plant might “fail” in a particular planned objective but thrive in unexpected ways. Even 
more di"cult to accept is the reality that some of our investment of resources might result in re-
directing or vetting out people, groups, or ideas that will not have long-term viability among 
SDBs. It’s easy to see that as a total loss or foolish risk, but it’s a necessary part of the kingdom 
work and our process is designed with this in mind.  
 
In short, we can’t forget that God has a much bigger picture in mind and we may not see (in  
this life) the results and fruit of our risky ministry investments. Let’s understand the rationale, 
discern God’s inspiration, work within the tension of stewardship, and take some big risks for 
the kingdom! 

                                                                                            By Rev. Dave Stall 
Church Planting Coordinator 

R I 
S 
K
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Hello, fellow Sabbathkeepers! Our small fellowship is alive and well here in 
Apex, North Carolina, in spite of COVID and other things that have attempted 
to limit our outreach in the community. 
 
We have been very blessed to have been awarded a grant from the SDB 
Memorial Board! It has meant so much to our ministry here. One outreach we 
were able to do was a backpack giveaway for the needy in our community. 
This was held in August in a �eld o� the parking lot of a nearby Walmart. 
While we drew only a small number of families in need of school supplies, it 
allowed us to expand our visibility in the community. See the photo which 
shows those involved and the great artwork of our own Amy Stephan! 
 
So, what does one do with all the backpacks and school supplies we had 
purchased for this event? Vacation Bible School! To be speci�c, our other 
ministerial outreach is to one of our sister churches in Guyana! Our sister, 
Donna Hudson, was not able to go to her home in Guyana last year to have 
VBS due to COVID restrictions—but plans are underway for a one-week VBS 
to happen there in July this year. The current timeline is that what we have 
gathered will be shipped in March, along with 100 Bibles (KJV) that we were 
able to buy. 
 
The grant money has also allowed us to put together a plan and start a 
search for a pastor. Without these funds we would not have the resources  
to be able to o�er anything to a pastor. We have been blessed both by the 

The Good News SDB Church 
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funds and the unity that the process has brought to the group. We serve 
an amazing God and He has certainly been with us throughout this pro-
cess. We are also grateful to Pastors Dave Stall and John Pethtel for their 
leadership and guidance.   
 
We want to also thank our Appalachian Association of churches! Due  
to our afternoon meeting time on Sabbaths, many of our Association 
pastors have taken the time out of their busy schedules to share a sermon, 
prayer, and praise with us each week via Zoom! What a blessing this has 
been! It has helped us tremendously to feel more connected to the 
greater SDB family. We have a somewhat regular rotation of these dear 
pastors, which has allowed us to get to know them, pray for and with them, 
and to keep updated on the happenings within our Association. We 
would encourage other small groups like ours to seek similar assistance 
from the Association churches in their area! The Appalachian Association 
also voted at their meeting last June to help us with our participation in 
the VBS ministry for the children in Guyana. 
 
Yes, we are still a small group. We are currently looking for other e�ec-
tive ways to reach out in the Apex community, which may involve joining 
or volunteering for other ministries that already exist. God is at work within 
us—we �nd our strength in Him and being faithful to meet together, either 
in person or via Zoom, each week. We have some who come semi-regu-
larly, and if all attended we would number around 15 persons.   
 
Finally, we are still searching for a pastor with a church-planting heart 
and vision. God knows who that person is, and we wait patiently for the 
right one to be clearly shown to us. 
 
God’s blessings to all our fellow Sabbathkeepers! We know that within 
His will we can accomplish His purposes! AMEN! 

By Valerie Heath

We were able to do a backpack giveaway  
for the needy in our community.

SR
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What if there was an opportunity for a young adult who feels called to pastoral 
ministry but doesn’t know what that really looks like? What if they could spend 
time with a current pastor who could show them some of the aspects of being 
a pastor that aren’t written about or often talked about? What if two churches 
could work together to make this happen? What if the SDB Memorial Board 
could help �nance this?  
 
These “what ifs” started to become a reality when Pastor Ken Chroniger, from 
the Alfred Station, NY, Seventh Day Baptist Church, had an informal phone 
conversation with Logan Curran, from the Salem, WV, Seventh Day Baptist 
Church. With the help of the Seventh Day Baptist Memorial Board and its grant 
program, the result was a ten-week summer internship for Logan in Alfred  
Station, NY.  
 
For about six months leading up to Logan’s time in Alfred Station, he met 
weekly by phone with Pastor Ken and was also encouraged by his own pastor, 
Pastor Brent Hannah. Logan was given suggestions for books that might help 
guide him and was given opportunities to practice preaching in his home 
church. 
 
Logan arrived in Alfred Station in early July 2021—just in time to participate in a 
July 4th parade walking beside our church �oat greeting people and handing 
out candy. This began ten weeks of working beside Pastor Ken and being intro-
duced to the networking of small-town ministry from local evangelical pastors, 
local government, our local SDB Association, local campus ministries, congre-
gational people, and the struggles of the local church.  
 
Logan participated in every aspect of the church’s worship experience from 
helping with the streaming operations to preaching several sermons,  

A 

Summer 

Internship 

By Peggy Chroniger
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including one that he did not learn about until 
two weeks before he was to preach. He led 
several Bible studies while he was at Alfred  
Station. Logan met each week with the local 
evangelical pastors’ group for prayer and dis-
cussion. The relationships created during this 
time surprised everyone. Several times when 
Logan was preaching, a pastor from this group 
attended worship to hear Logan preach. Logan 
also visited several of these churches for their 
Sunday services.  
 
Part of ministry is visiting with church and com-
munity members and Logan had that opportu-
nity several times as families invited him for 
lunch, dinner or a trip around the Association to 
visit the other churches. He also assisted in our 
local food pantry and served at our Red Cross 
Blood Drive. As intern, he was encouraged to 
attend local government meetings including 
the school board meeting and the county legis-
lature meeting. Logan assisted with the burial of 
a member of the community with close to 50 

family members and friends in attendance. He 
was able to experience that ministry is more 
than just the �nal words. 

 
Each week, Logan prepared a short summary  
of his week, and this was sent to several groups 
in the church and denomination. At the end of 
the internship, a longer paper was written sum-
marizing his experience and Logan met with 
our Diaconate and Central Committee to discuss 
his experience. In Logan’s words, “I have found 
this experience to be very valuable to me and 
has greatly aided me in moving towards what 
God may be calling me to do. I believe my time 
in New York was important for me to do and has 
given me the nudge I needed to move forward 
whether in ministry or not. This internship, I be-
lieve, has really helped me move forward so I 
can think, pray, and really make a decision to 
move forward and for that I am extremely 
grateful.” 
 
The Alfred Station Seventh Day Baptist Church 
would like to thank the Memorial Board for 
making it possible for us to experience the 
blessing of having a summer intern working 
with our pastor and our church. We also want to 
thank Logan Curran for answering our call to be 
that intern and we thank the Salem Seventh Day 
Baptist Church for sharing Logan with us and for 
the spiritual foundation they have given him. 

The relationships 

created during 

this time surprised 

everyone.
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It is with Jesus joy that I write there is a new SDB branch 

church in Port St. Lucie, FL, called Prayer Tabernacle.  

 

Prayer Tabernacle branch church was accepted as a 

member of the South Atlantic Association at its annual 

meeting, November 2021. On January 1, 2022, Prayer  

Tabernacle o�cially began meeting for Sabbath School  

and divine worship service. Prior to then, we had been 

meeting consistently for approximately �ve years on  

Thursday evenings for Bible studies, from 7:30-9:00 pm. 

 

Much thanks for the consistent support of pastor Norman 

Fearon, who is the pastor of our sponsor Church (SDB 

Church of Ft. Lauderdale), to Rev. Gar�eld Miller, Rev. Carl 

Green, Rev. John Pethtel, Rev. Nicholas Kersten, Rev.  

Andrew Samuels, Rev. Barry Dailey, and Rev. David Stall, 

who have worked with us in doing Bible studies whenever 

they are called upon. 

 

Port St. Lucie is a diverse cultural population which speaks 

English for the most part. This means that there is great  

opportunity here to garner in souls for the kingdom of  

God. Prayer Tabernacle needs much prayerful support  

from fellow SDBs to build this work here in south FL, so 

please feel free to partner with us in praying, and as you 

pray, please pray for our numerical growth and for the  

spiritual equipping of its leaders.  

 

Pastor Harold Smith has been appointed to serve as pastor 

of this new work in South Florida. All glory and thanks to the 

King of kings, Jesus Christ our Lord.

A New SDB Branch Church 
 

By Pastor Harold Smith

SR
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On March 11, 2020, the World Health OrganizaDon declared the COVID-19 outbreak a 
global pandemic and life as we knew it drasDcally changed. As shutdowns began to 
sweep across the naDon, and business and churches closed their doors, the need for 
our services to be live streamed became a ma$er of urgency. NYCSDB Church did not 
have an online presence. Like most churches, our services were contained within the 
four walls of the church building. Although we had talked about live streaming services 
for several years, the costs to upgrade our system kept this project on the back burner.  
The onset of the pandemic pushed us to seek ways to conDnue ministering the Word of 
God to our members and regular a$endees. This was another instance of God working 
all things together for good! 
  
We created a Zoom account a.er consulDng with Bro. Earl "Butch" Hibbard of the SDB 
ChrisDan Church (Iglesia CrisDana BauDsta del SepDmo Dia) in Silver Spring, MD, and 
acDvated our Facebook page to stream sermons through Facebook Live beginning on 
March 26, 2020. We used conference calls to conDnue our weekly Sabbath School, Bible 
studies, and praise, tesDmony and prayer meeDngs. The parDcipaDon was greater than 
when we were only having these services in the church building! 
  
When New York's Governor announced lockdown protocols were relaxing to allow 
churches to hold on-premise services at 25% capacity in July of 2020, we joyfully 
returned to holding worship services in the sanctuary on July 3, 2020. Due to the 
devastaDng e/ects of the virus and the manner in which it spread, a number of 
members elected to stay home—so we conDnued with Facebook Live to ensure our 
flock would conDnue to be fed, and later we branched into YouTube. 
  
Our foray into live streaming was not without its challenges. The e/orts made by our 
media team to get us to that point was admirable but our systems desperately needed 
to be updated. In May 2021, we learned that the SDB Memorial Board was o/ering 
grants to help SDB churches during the pandemic. In July 2021, we applied to the SDB 
Memorial Board for a grant to help us purchase equipment and so.ware to help us 
transmit our services more e/ecDvely. 
  
In August of 2021, the Memorial Board happily approved a grant of $5,000 to facilitate 
the purchase of a professional camera with accessories and memory cards, a later 
model laptop for the projecDon of lyrics and scriptures for worship service, and live 
stream/video so.ware to enhance our live stream to Facebook and YouTube. 
 
We thank God for the opportunity to share God's word online in obedience to the 
command to "go into all the world and preach the gospel." According to Facebook and 
YouTube staDsDcs, our sermons are reaching people in Brazil, Uganda, The Philippines, 
Guyana, Ecuador, Malawi and Tanzania, to name a few. Hallelujah! Thank you SDB 
Memorial Board for seeing the need and supporDng us to make our long-Dme dream 
a reality. SR

New York City 
SDB Church 
Goes into A3 

the World  
Online! 

 
By Sis. Lisa and  
Sis. Jewel Poole
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Greetings from the Battle Creek, MI, Seventh Day 
Baptist Church! Like most churches in the United 
States we have had to deal with the Pandemic. 
Because of regulations we were closed for 
around three months in 2020. Pastor Tim posted 
his sermons on Facebook and YouTube and 
copies of Sabbath School lessons were sent out 
to class members. We soon realized that one of 
the many things we missed was the fellowship 
with each other. We also were not able to use our 
camp. 
 
When allowed, we became one of the �rst 
churches in Battle Creek to start meeting again. 
After a few months we were able to have our 
Sabbath school classes and midweek Bible study 
again. 
 
We were able to have our Christmas Eve service— 
but not our 4th of July church picnic, church 
Thanksgiving Dinner, or our Harvest Party. It was  
a wakeup call for us and we realized that we 
needed help. We had not been doing a good job 
reaching out to those in our area and sharing the 
love of Jesus Christ with them. After much prayer 
and thought we voted to become a part of the 
SDB Pulse program. They helped us see our need 
to become more visible to others in the area. So  
in 2021, we started to bless many of the front-line 
workers in our areas by furnishing things like 
pizza, donuts, co�ee, soft drinks, and cupcakes. 
With the help of many in the church, the Pulse 
committee was able to share with those workers 
that were in our nearby Fire Department, Bronson 
Battle Creek ER and Cancer Center, and the Battle 
Creek Police Department. We plan to continue 
doing this for other groups this year. We also have 
partnered with Grace Health, which is across the 
street from us, in distributing boxes of produce 
food to those in need. Our parking lot is used for it 

on Monday mornings and several from our church 
volunteer to help. While health restrictions had 
eased up some, we were not able to have over-
night camps—but were able to use the camp for 
our annual picnic, some worship services and our 
Harvest party. 
 
We wanted to get to know those in our church 
neighborhood better so we decided to have a 
picnic on our church lawn and invite them to join 
us. One little problem! It was going to cost more 
than we felt our small church could a�ord! But, 
thankfully, we were able to secure a grant from 
the denominational Memorial Board to help. We 
dubbed the event 3M Bash (Mingle, Meal, Music). 
We gave out gift bags containing keychain �ash-
lights, candy, and information about the church, 
and how they could have Jesus in their lives, if 
they did not already. Live music was provided by 
local talent. It was well-attended and, because of 
the generous grant from the denomination, we 
were able to hold another bash like it a month 
later! While we did not have as many attend the 
second time, it was worthwhile. Since then we 
have been able to hold events that we have in-
vited others to attend—like our Harvest party at 
camp, once-a-month Welcome to the Sabbath 
services, Thanksgiving meal, and Christmas Eve 
service. For the past two years we have also 
handed out gift packs at Christmastime to those 
who come to pick up boxes of food. They con-
tained puzzle books, candy canes, gospel tracts, 
and invitations to come join us in worship and 
study of God's word.  
 
We are so thankful for the Pulse program and the 
help from the Memorial Board. God has blessed 
us again and again as we share the love of Jesus 
with others!

3M Bash at 
Ba�le Creek

By Pastor Harold King

SR
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“How good it is to sing praises to our God, how pleasant and fitting to praise Him. 
—Psalm 147:1

Last year I was introduced to the song “Is He Worthy?” 
(music and words by Andrew Peterson and Ben Shive, 
 arranged by Heather Sorenson) through Val and Liam 
Probasco. Liam’s choir at Cumberland Christian School 
had sung it at a concert, and Val suggested that our Shiloh 
Church choir sing it sometime. The arrangement we have 
has a soloist asking questions and the choir responding. 
Some of the words are: 
 
Do you feel the world is broken? We do. 
Do you feel the shadows deepen? We do. 
But do you know that all the dark won’t stop the  
   light from getting through? We do. 
Do you wish that you could see it all made new? We do. 
 
Is all creation groaning? It is. 
Is a new creation coming? It is. 
Is the glory of the Lord to be the light within our midst? It is. 
Is it good that we remind ourselves of this? It is. 
 
Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole? Is anyone able to 
break the seal and open the scroll? The Lion of Judah who 
conquered the grave, He is David’s Root and the Lamb who 
died to ransom the slave. 
 
Is He worthy? Is He worthy of all blessing and honor and 
glory? Is He worthy of this? He is. 
 
From every people and tribe, every nation and tongue,  
He has made us a kingdom and priests to God to reign 
with the Son. Is He worthy? Is He worthy? He is! 
 
In the last several months I have frequently heard this song 
on Christian radio stations. It has a powerful message and 

(Lord willing) the Conference Choir will sing this song for 
Sabbath morning worship as we express our praise and 
thankfulness to the Lord. Read Revelation 5 to get additional 
insights for this song. 
 
Music is going to be very important during our week of 
Conference. Some of the other choir numbers I hope we 
can sing include: “What a Day Medley;” “We Will See 
Jesus;” “I Cannot Tell;” and “They Could Not.”   
 
We will be having blended evening worship services. 
A blended service will include praise music as well as 
hymns, in addition to prayers, sermons, and testimonies. 
Some of the themes for the evening services include: “How 
Great Is Our God/How Great Thou Art”; “Great Is Thy Faith-
fulness”; “Wonderful Grace of Jesus”; “Victory in Jesus”;  
“Because He Lives”; and “The King is Coming.” 
 
The Thursday night of Conference we are planning to have 
(Lord willing) a musical vespers service. A number of 
SDBs will share their musical talents, and share a word 
of Scripture or testimony. This service will give us the  
opportunity to reflect on God’s greatness and goodness.   
 
One thing that blesses me at Conference is the singing by 
God’s people. The hymns and praise songs allow us to 
praise and thank God. I hope many of you will plan to  
attend Conference in Colorado Springs. Many of us have 
missed being together, and I hope that God will make it 
possible for us to meet in person July 24-30. 

                                                                — Charlotte Chroniger 
Conference President

Music at Conference

SR
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SDB Missionary Society 
Andy Samuels 

Chief Executive Director 

DOING THE UTMOST  
TO REACH THE UTTERMOST

The SDB Missionary Society is again initiating a 
Missions Week emphasis for 2022. February 20-26 
is that week. It is our vision and desire to consis-
tently promote missions education, missions 
awareness and missions opportunities, so that the 
Body of Christ may passionately, and with good 
Biblical understanding, pursue and ful�ll the 
Great Commission. 
 
The Missions Week theme this year is: “Doing The 
Utmost To Reach The Uttermost.” Acts 1:8 is the 
theme Scripture—”But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 
What are you willing to do to help someone make 
the transition from the kingdom of darkness to 
the kingdom of light? What are you not willing to 
do for that to happen? Are you willing to do the 
utmost to reach the uttermost?  
 
During Missions Week, we will be challenged 
through a daily video devotional which will be 
posted to our media platforms. Pastor Nate  
Crandall and Miriam Berg, two of our eminent 
missiologists whose hearts beat with mission 
rhythms, will lead us in those devotions. The  
devotions will focus each day on one of seven 
mandates of the mission. A video-recorded  
sermon will be provided so that any church  
which chooses to, could use that sermon for  
its Missions Sabbath service. Missions Sabbath  
on February 26 will culminate Missions Week.  
We encourage that on that Sabbath, there be 
some attention given to missions matters in the 
worship services of our churches. 

On Missions Sabbath, we are also encouraging 
the collection of an o�ering to be given to the 
Missionary Society. Begin to announce it for  
several weeks earlier, and then do the collection 
on Missions Sabbath. Please note that churches 
have until March 31 to turn in their o�ering. That 
means that beyond February 26, there will still  
be opportunities for everyone to share in the 
blessing of giving. The proceeds of the Missions 
Sabbath o�ering will be evenly designated for  
the Prayer Tabernacle Church in Port St. Lucie, 
Florida, and the Africa Bible College which began 
in July 2021. This year, an additional incentive is 
being o�ered. The SDB Memorial Fund Trustees  
will match whatever is given for Missions Sabbath 
o�erings. Every dollar you give, it will be doubled. 

NYC Missions Sabbath Award presentation
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March 
Memory Verse: 

PRIMARY 
The Lord is slow to anger and rich in love. 

—Psalm 145:8 
 

JUNIOR/YOUTH/ADULT 
The Lord is gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger and rich in love. 

—Psalm 145:8
SR

Missionary Society Annual Meeting

The annual meeting of the members of the Seventh 
Day Baptist Missionary Society will be held at the 
Missionary Society Office in the First Hopkinton  
Seventh Day Baptist Church Parish House, Ashaway, 
RI, and via ZOOM, on Sunday, March 20, 2022, at 
2:00 p.m. for the following purposes: 
 
• To elect voting members, a Board of Managers and 
   officers to hold office until the next annual meeting  
   and until their successors are elected. 
• To hear and act upon the reports of the Board of  
   Managers and officers for the fiscal year  
   January 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021. 
• To ratify the appointment of in dependent public  
   accountants for the current fiscal year. 
• To consider and act upon such other matters as  
   may properly come before said meeting or any  
   adjournment thereof. 
 
The Board of Managers has fixed the close of busi-
ness on February 28, 2022, as the time at which  
members entitled to notice thereof and to vote at  
the meeting and any adjournment thereof shall be 
determined. 

                     — Renee Sanford 
               Secretary

What an opportunity! The Missionary Society is 
very thankful to the Memorial Fund Trustees for 
their initiative and willingness to collaborate with 
us on the work of advancing the kingdom of God. 
We are keen and enthusiastic about supporting 
Seventh Day Baptist ministries primarily, wherever 
they exist around the world, including North 
America. That is why we exist. 

 
Once again, the Missions Sabbath trophy will be 
awarded to the church which turns in the largest 
o�ering. The current holder of that trophy is the 
New York City Church in Brooklyn, NY. The Prayer 
Tabernacle Church in Port St. Lucie, FL has been 
meeting consistently for Bible study on Thursday 
evenings for about �ve years, and began meeting 
on Sabbaths since January 1 this year. Pastor  
Harold Smith began serving as pastor at that time 
as well. The church is sponsored by the Seventh 
Day Baptist Church of Fort Lauderdale, pastored 
by Pastor Norman Fearon. Prayer Tabernacle was 
accepted as a member of the South Atlantic SDB 
Association at its annual meeting, November 2021. 
The city of Port St. Lucie is a culturally diverse 
one, and the church has been preparing itself to 
be responsive to that population.   

 
The Africa Bible College is progressing and the 
second in-person seminar is due. As plans for that 
are made, amid the present realities of international 
travel, we ask for continued prayers especially for 
all the logistical and COVID-19 requirements and 
protocols to be safely and economically navigated. 
Coordination will have to be done to bring the 21 
students together from 10 countries, and even under 
normal circumstances, that is quite an undertaking. 

What are you willing to do  

to help someone make  

the transition from the  

kingdom of darkness to the  

kingdom of light?
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The Book of 

Revelation: 
How Church Is Done  

In Heaven 
Part 3  

 
Study Lesson 13 by Dennis Coleman, 

 Seventh Day Baptist Church of Shiloh, NJ

Two months ago we caught a glimpse of our Heavenly Father as seen through John’s eyes. Last month we 
talked about how worship should come from an adoration of God and from a response to His nature. We also 
talked about seeing the beauty and the wonder of who God is and what He does and about wanting to give 
honor to Him. It all sounds easy but sometimes it’s not. It’s di"cult to worship God when you’re sad or hurt. 
How can someone do so? They can when they focus on the true nature of God. 

Psalm 46:1-3 

The Psalmist knew God to be someone who was safe (a refuge), someone who is near, and someone who 
helps. I suspect the Psalmist learned this through personal experience as his relationship with God grew. 
Likewise we have an opportunity to know God and to learn to trust in Him. We accomplish this growth by 
spending time in prayer and in meditation on His Bible, letting scripture reveal the true nature of the one 
and only true God. Then, like the two groups we will look at in Revelation 4, we can learn to respond to what 
we know about God with a heart and spirit of true worship. 

Prayer Time 

Father, we know that you are the only true God. Help us to let go of what we think we know about you and to 
understand the truth of who you are. Guide us now as we see you as you are described in this vision that you 
gave to John. 

Revelation 4:6-8 

Two months ago we looked at John’s description of a throne and One on this throne whose description was 
likely intended to get us to think about the brilliance of the nature of God. Between John and that throne, or 
as he put it, “Before the throne” (NKJV), John sees, “a sea of glass, like crystal.” Here I must point out one of 
the di"culties of studying the Book of Revelation. Because this is a vision (or series of visions) given to John, 
we must do our best to interpret without having all of the pieces needed to complete the puzzle. As a result, 
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we find that the best Bible scholars and commentaries 
often debate the meaning of what we are seeing. The 
sea of glass is a great example of these debates. 

In describing the sea of glass Ellicott’s Commentary 
says this sea “represents the counsels of God.” Benson 
commentary says it may represent the Spirit of God. 
Other commentaries give di!ering opinions on what the 
sea represents or, as in the case of Matthew Henry’s 
Commentary, they don’t really try to give any explanation 
at all. Then there are commentaries like Meyer’s NT 
Commentary which points out that a lot of these 
interpretations may not be justified by what is written in 
scripture. I find it interesting to read these debates and 
to see how each comes to their conclusions. At the same 
time, I recognize this as an area where we must be 
honest about the fact that scripture can be, at times, 
very confusing and even the best of minds might di!er 
in how they interpret certain passages. 

A member of my current Sabbath School class admitted 
that she struggles with reading scripture because it is 
confusing and seeing commentaries disagree with each 
other only adds to the di"culty. I’m sure this student is 
not the only one who feels this way. I want to encourage 
all of us to continue meditating on scripture even when it 
becomes confusing, seeking help from our Helper whom 
Jesus sent to live with us forever (John 14:15-18). And 
above all, hold tight to what you know by faith to be true. 
For example, no matter what the sea of glass represents, 
we see God on His throne and we know that He is real 
and He (not the sea) is where our true focus should be. 

John also sees four living creatures near and around 
the throne. What do we know about these creatures? 
From the text we see John describe them as: 
 

•  Living Creatures—Some translations might say 
four beasts. As several commentaries point out, 
“beasts” likely does not do justice to these creatures 
or to the original Greek. These seem to be living and 
created beings. They are not figments of John’s imag-
ination nor are they simple animals like we would see 
in the zoo. They are created for a purpose and they 
are seen here serving that purpose. 
 
•  They have several eyes—As I understand it,  
having several eyes represents having wisdom.  

Remember also that the eye is the lamp to the body 
(Matthew 6:22). With these eyes, the living creatures 
see and have great perception of all that is around 
them and within them. They are aware of what is 
going on around them and of what is going on within 
themselves. 

 
•  They stand near the throne and near the sea of 
glass (verse 6)—In the temple there was a large 
brass bowl filled with water where the priests would 
wash before they carried out their ministerial duties. 
This bowl was also called a “sea.” (described in 1 
Kings 7:23-26). In the New Testament all must be 
washed in the blood of Jesus for purification and the 
washing away of sin. The sea of glass is a reminder 
that we must all be washed before approaching God. 
(Yah, I know. Yet another interpretation of what the 
sea of glass may mean.) 

 
•  They stand between God and the 24 elders—
Several commentaries say this is because they are 
ministering before God and unto the people. It is 
believed that they represent the ministers of the four 
Gospels. In the 2nd century, scholars attempted to 
figure out which Gospel each creature represents. 
The most common representation comes from The 
Book of Kells: Matthew represented by the face of 
man, Mark by the face of the lion, Luke by the ox, and 
John by the eagle. These also likely represent 
courage (lion), great labor and diligence (ox), 
discretion (man), and rising up towards heaven up 
on eagles’ wings. They might also represent 
characteristics demonstrated by Jesus during His 
ministry here on earth. 

 
•  They are called to worship God day and night. 

 
•  They appear to be leading the worship as the 24 
elders respond to them (verses 9-11). 

 
Next month we will look at the 24 elders and what they 
represent. Until then, remember that the One described 
as being on the throne in John’s vision is our Heavenly 
Father who sees you, knows you, and loves you. He is 
concerned with what is best for you (Jeremiah 29:11). 
Even when it seems di"cult to do so, remember His 
love and respond in worship.
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Sabbath, January 8, 2022, was a special evening in the Shiloh, NJ, SDB Church as  
we gathered to celebrate the 32-year pastorate of Rev. Donald L. Chroniger and  
wish him and Charlotte a long and happy retirement. Festivities were opened with 
Pastoral Relations Committee spokesman Bill Probasco asking what we remembered 
about 1989—the year the Chronigers arrived in Shiloh from their pastorate in New 
Auburn, WI.  
  
Bill led us down Memory Lane. One dollar would buy a gallon of gas or a quart of 
strawberries. President Ronald Reagan was in the White House. The Berlin Wall came 
tumbling down. Tyler (elementary), Jordan and Bethany (preschool) Chroniger were in 
the front pew; Jessica joined them three months later.   
 
Congregants were invited to think of “Don stories.”  While we pondered our Chroniger 
memories, two presentations were made.   
 
The �rst was the David L. Taylor Pastor’s Heart Award, a relatively new award made  
by the Conference each year to a pastor who demonstrates a true love for his people. 
This award was to have been presented to Pastor Don at the 2020 Conference. 
However, we all know what happened to 2020 Conference. And 2021 Conference. 
(Thanks, COVID) This occasion was an appropriate time to make the presentation 
rather than hold o� another year. 
 
The second presentation was made by Jan Bond, o�cial church quilter. Jan had 
crafted blue and white blocks of cloth and passed them around to church families 
throughout the year along with a fabric pen. We each signed a block with a brief 
message and/or just a signature, showing our love and appreciation for a long period 
of service from God’s messengers. Then Jan collected the blocks and made a lovely 
quilt. 

The Torch is Passed in Shiloh

New pastor Tyler and Jenn with 

retiring pastor Don and Charlotte
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Once the anecdotes were shared, we dived into Don’s 
favorite avenue: MUSIC. The congregation sang three 
favorite hymns, and choir members gathered to sing, 
“People Need the Lord”—reportedly the song Don sang 
for us on his �rst Sabbath as pastor. When Don was invited 
to direct us, he was in his element. A dozen or so individual 
singers, having practiced an hour earlier, suddenly became 
a real CHOIR under his leadership. The transformation 
was phenomenal! 
 
Bill pronounced a benediction and prayed for the food 
awaiting us in the fellowship hall, then invited us to join 
the Social Committee there for a fantastic, creative variety 
of hors d’oeuvres. (Did you know gluten-free lasagne can 
be made with sliced potatoes instead of noodles?)   
 
So…what’s next for the SDB Church of Shiloh? On 
December 12, 2021, at a special business meeting the 
members voted to call Tyler Chroniger to serve as our 
new senior pastor, who will be bi-vocational. He had been 
serving as assistant pastor for some time with extra 
responsibility while Don cared for his father, Pratt “Jim” 
Chroniger in his �nal days with us—a task made harder 
thanks (again) to COVID.   
 
May God bless you, Don and Charlotte, in your well-
earned retirement; Tyler and Jenn, in your new o�cial 
position in the Kingdom; and the Shiloh church in  
making a transition. 

By Donna S. Bond

NEW MEMBER
CENTRAL SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST CHURCH 
Upper Marlboro, MD 
Rev. Dr. Lawrence Watt, Pastor 
 
Rev. Dr. Rex Duff

The Recognition Committee of the Women’s 

Board would like to encourage you to submit 

your nominations for the Robe of Achievement 

for a woman who has served the denomination, 

her home church, family, and community; or   

for the WISE Award for a woman who has given  

evidence of service above and beyond the call 

of duty in her home church. We don’t want you 

to be inhibited by the forms and all the informa-

tion that is needed. Fill in what you know and 

don’t worry about the exact dates of activities  

if you don’t know them. This information can be 

secured later if your nominee is chosen for the 

honor of receiving the Robe of Achievement or 

the WISE Award. The deadline for nominations 

is April 30, 2022. The forms are available on the 

Women’s Board webpage at:  

http://www.sdbwomen.org/ 

under the Recognitions tab or by requesting a 

copy from Lydia Solomon by email at: 

 ljdavis311@aol.com  

or by mail at: 

 226 Candlelight Drive, Clarksburg, WV 26301. 

Nominations Deadline for 
Robe of Achievement  

and WISE Award

SR

For access to the library of current and 
past issues of the Sabbath Recorder,  

go to your App Store and  
download the FREE SDB LINK app.
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Remembering Jenni  

by Helen Goodrich

Writing can be a wonderful way to express one’s ideas about a multitude of topics. 
However, a few words seem inadequate to describe the importance of one person 
to another, or to an organization. There are many others more quali�ed to write 
about their relationship with Jenni Wangsness and the impact of her presidency on 
the Women’s Society, but I can share my perspective. As you may already know, 
Jenni recently went to be with Jesus following a courageous battle with cancer.   
 
Jenni began her presidency with her best friend, Stephanie Sholtz, as co-president. 
Together they brought a geographically diverse board together. I really didn’t know 
what to expect as we gathered for my �rst “in-person” meeting. The weekend was 
full—reports, planning, revising by-laws, meals, worship, and fellowship. Especially 
meaningful to me was time given to sharing, as a group and in small groups. Jenni 
and I were paired for a session, and as we talked, I realized that she sincerely wanted 
to get to know me better than as casual Conference acquaintances, or through 
Steph, who spent a summer in North Loup in Summer Christian Service Corps.  
 
Jenni’s heart for women of all ages, young families, and especially children helped 
drive her decisions. It is no mistake that her most recent job was organizing services 
and advocating for families with young children. Her dedication there was exem-
plary, as was her dedication to her job as a Seventh Day Baptist executive. A helpful, 
quietly strong leader—that was the Jenni I came to know.   
 
She led by serving—making sure Board members knew she was available to listen 
and to pray, and ready to help in any way that might be needed. She shared the 
heart of the Board with the other executives and sought wisdom from them.  She 
spent time in prayer and devotion, seeking God’s will for her role as leader, for the 
Seventh Day Baptist denomination, and for those with whom she served.  
 
Jenni entertained creative ideas, and often gave “opportunity” to others to try 
something new! Who could resist her quiet insistence, con�dence, and that bright 
smile? Jenni brought joy and light and liveliness wherever she went. Her way of 
sharing her gifts brought others along with her.  
 
Jenni Wangsness, your friendship, in�uence, and vision are not lost. They will carry 
on through many, including the Women’s Society and its Board, as we live lives on 
mission, “not to be served, but to serve.”  
 
The challenge today is to continue Jenni’s legacy of love, advocacy for others, and 
bringing light to the darkness. Thank you, Jenni, for sharing Jesus’ light in our world. SR



How good it is to sing praises to our God,  
how pleasant and ��ing to praise Him. 

—Psalm 147:1
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