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Delight thyself in the Lord;  
and he will give thee the  
desires of thine heart. 

 
—Psalm 37:4
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• salvation by grace through faith in Christ Jesus. 

• the Bible as the inspired Word of God. The Bible is our  
   authority for our faith and daily conduct. 

• baptism of believers, by immersion, witnessing to our  
   acceptance of Christ as Savior and Lord. 
• freedom of thought under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

• the congregational form of church government. Every  
   church member has the right to participate in the  
   decision-making process of the church.

If you’ve never read The Sabbath Recorder before, you  
might be wondering who Seventh Day Baptists are.  
Like other Baptists, we believe in:

God commanded that the seventh day (Saturday) be kept holy. 
Jesus agreed by keeping it as a day of worship. We observe 
the seventh day of the week (Saturday) as God’s Holy Day as an 
act of loving obedience—not as a means of salvation. Salvation 
is the free gift of God through Jesus our Lord. It is the joy of the 
Sabbath that makes SDBs a people with a difference.
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Director of Communications: Jeremiah Owen 
jowen@seventhdaybaptist.org 
cell: (818) 468-9077 

 

Editor of the Sabbath Recorder: Patricia Cruzan 
sdbsr@seventhdaybaptist.org
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The Oxford Dictionary states to covet is “to yearn to possess or have 
something.” The Merriam-Webster Dictionary states that it is “to wish 
for greatly or with envy, to lust or strongly desire.” 
 
The Tenth Commandment says, “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s 

house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his man servant, nor his 

maid servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy neighbor’s.” 

 
We were created to have desires. Some of our desires stem from our 
needs while others come from our wants. God made us with these  
desires and through these emotions we would get to know Him as our 
Provider. The Psalmist David said, “Delight thyself in the Lord; and 
he will give thee the desires of thine heart.” Psalm 37:4. So David calls 
not only for us to find pleasure in the Lord, but that the Lord should be 
our source of pleasure. When we worship the Lord in spirit and truth, 
when we give of ourselves to Him physically and spiritually, when we 
are obedient to His will and His word, and when we are totally im-
mersed in studying and living His Word, we will recognize His hand 
in providing all that we need. 
 
The Sin of Covetousness 
 
Covetousness existed before the Children of Israel received the Ten 
Commandments: in fact, it was one of the characteristics that Moses 
looked for when he was choosing those who would hear the issues of 
the people (Exodus 18:21), those who despised covetousness. As was 
stated before, when one begins to covet, they begin to have a strong 
desire to have something, they begin to envy those with something 
that they want. This is something that creeps into the psyche and can 

What Does It Mean to Covet? 
 

 By Pastor Ericessen Cooper
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overwhelm an individual to where they can become 
obsessive. When anyone gets to this point they have 
stopped looking at God as their source and provider 
and now they see themselves as being the only one 
who can obtain what they want. Coveting severs our 
relationship with God and our relationship with each 
other. Coveting is one sin that leads to other sins. 
The Bible tells us of King David and his adulterous 
affair with Bathsheba. David’s desire for another 
man’s wife led him to murder Uriah. King Ahab’s  
desire for Naboth’s vineyard led Jezebel to plot the 
murder of Naboth. Men, who could have anything, 
desired the possession of another and because of 
their covetousness, innocent lives were taken. They 
never sought the Lord, they took matters into their 
own hands; in the case of King Ahab, Jezebel took 
matters into her own hand. Covetousness makes us 
envious of each other to the extent that we would 
murder, steal and/or lie to each other to attain some-
thing. So, we see that God’s including this command-
ment strategically at the end of the Ten Commandments 
somehow shows us that this particular law, if followed, 
will keep us from committing offenses to the previous 
four commands.   
 
In I John 2:15-17 the scripture says, “Love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the world. If any 
man loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. For all that is in the world; the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, the pride of life, is not of the 
Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth 
away and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will 
of God abideth forever.” Jesus said we can not love 
God and mammon, and He also said for us to lay up 
our treasures in Heaven where neither moth nor rust 
doth corrupt. This doesn’t mean that we cannot  
desire things, such as a house or car, but it should  
not become an idol, that is taking God’s place in our 
lives. When these things become a lust within our 
thoughts and we don’t see God as our provider any-
more, we don’t have love and true worship for God 
anymore. We now believe that to attain these things 
we have to go all out—so we work seven days a 
week, no Sabbath rest; we may stop tithing because 
we have to save our monies. Our desires have con-
sumed our lives and relegated God to the back-
ground. We sometimes even believe that simply 
going through half-hearted rituals should satisfy 
Him, but like the Children of Israel during the pro-
phet Isaiah’s days, that’s not enough. God doesn’t 
want our lip service, He wants our heart. If our heart 

has been consumed by our lust then He has no place 
in our lives. Our desires for prestige, status symbols, 
fame or fortune is nothing compared to what our 
Heavenly Father has in store for us. Our treasures 
need to be eternal, not earthly. Worldly treasures will 
suffer decay, and most importantly we can’t take it 
with us.  
 
How to Conquer Covetousness 
 
One way for us to conquer covetousness in our lives 
is to always place our trust and faith in God. As our 
Father, He has promised to take care of us, providing 
for our needs. That doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t 
work (I Thess. 4:11, 12) but as we do our part—and 
that entails our sincere worship, studying His word, 
and doing His will—He will provide for our needs. 
He will never leave us or forsake us, and with God 
on our side we are always victorious. 
 
Another way for us to conquer covetousness is by 
being celebratory of others’ blessings. Romans 12:15, 
tells us to rejoice with those who rejoice. When 
someone receives something and they are joyous, be 
sincerely happy for them, speak well of their success 
and God’s blessing on their life. Seeing God’s blessing 
for others helps us to appreciate God’s many bless-
ings in our own lives. Jesus said that we should love 
our neighbors as we love ourselves; whatever we 
want for ourselves we should want for our neighbors. 
Therefore there’s no time for jealousy or envy when 
we are in Christ.  
 
Here’s what Jesus said in his Sermon on the Mount, 
“But seek ye first the kingdom of God and his right-
eousness and all these things (food and clothing) 
shall be added unto you. And take therefore no 
thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself.” (Matt. 6:33, 34) Our 
needs will be met when we have faith in God and 
rely on Him to be our only provider, and as long as 
He’s our source we will have all that we need. 
 
“The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: 
But they that seek the Lord shall not want 
any good thing.”  

—Psalm 34: 10

Coveting severs our relationship with God and our relationship with each other. 

SR

Pastor Ericessen Cooper migrated from Jamaica in 1981 and 
has been attending the New York City SDB Church since then. 
He has been the pastor since 2005. He is married to his wife, 
Crystal, and they have three children and one grandson. He 
presently serves on the General Council.
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What is the number one reason you are a follower of Jesus? Is it your up-

bringing by Christian parents? Is it because you were born in a country 

that allows freedom of religion?  

  

No, these reasons are secondary. The number one reason is far more  

important, and this reason is also entwined in several stories found in  

Scripture that teach us the importance of eliminating covetousness from  

our lives. Let’s look at a couple. 

 

Story number one: 
 

Saul of Tarsus was a determined man. He was good at follow-through. He 

was good at following the Ten Commandments. He was the kind of religious 

person for which a list of dos and don’ts worked really well. In his letter to 

the Philippians, he said that he was blameless as touching the righteousness of 

the law (Philippians 3:6). He obeyed the Ten Commandments reasonably 

well…at least most of them. It was the Tenth Commandment that he had 

difficulty with. The Tenth Commandment prohibits covetousness. Covet-

ousness is neither in word nor in deed; covetousness is a desire, an insatia-

ble lust. Saul was no different than anyone else. In spite of his tenacity and  

determination to live righteously, he knew deep down inside that he was 

guilty. In Romans 7: 7-9 he wrote: “…if it had not been for the law, I would not 

have known sin… But sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, 

produced in me all kinds of covetousness…when the commandment came, sin 

came alive, and I died.” 

Coveting Not Allowed

By Pastor Michael Spearl



Saul had sought to follow God from his youth with 

a clear conscience, but he also knew he was guilty 

of all kinds of covetousness. He understood that 

no man could fulfill all the requirements of the 

Ten Commandments and so he wrote: “When the 

commandment came…I died.”    

When Saul was on the road to Damascus, he was 

kicking against the logic of reality that he saw 

with his own eyes and with his mind. I believe 

that he had unanswered questions about who 

Jesus really was. Deep in his core Saul knew…he 

knew that he was guilty of coveting. His con-

science was pricked; you might say that his life 

was a lie…there was an emptiness within him and 

the very fanaticism by which he persecuted the 

followers of Jesus betrayed his internal uneasi-

ness. When Jesus appeared to Saul on the road to 

Damascus, Saul was at the end of a long process 

that came to a sudden climax.  

 

Jesus had been seeking Saul for a long time. And 

so it is with us. Jesus assured us that whether or 

not we are consciously seeking God, He is actively 

seeking us. God is like a woman who sweeps her 

house in search of a single lost coin; God is like a 

shepherd who risks danger in the desert search-

ing for a single lost sheep; and God is like a father 

who misses his wayward son and allows that son 

to taste the bitterness of foolish decisions, but 

who is ready at any moment to run and meet that 

son and welcome him home. 

 

There are many ways that Jesus seeks us and 

warns us that we are headed toward oblivion. 

Sometimes it’s through a sense of shame or guilt; 

sometimes it’s through a dark pit of depression 

when everything makes no sense; or it may be 

the possibility of judgment after death. From a 

more positive approach, God sometimes pursues 

us through the ordered balance of nature or by the 

stunning beauty of what we hear or see. Maybe 

you have experienced God seeking you when you 

experienced undeserved love or experienced the 

pain of unrequited love. Why? Because we know 

that love is the greatest emotion; there is no 

greater thing in this world than love. In all these 

kinds of moments Jesus draws people to Him as 

He knocks on the door of their hearts. The 

number one factor that makes me a follower of 

Jesus is that Jesus first sought me.   
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The number one factor that makes me a follower of Jesus is that Jesus first sought me. 
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Story number two: 

 

A man came to Jesus one day with a question: He said, 

“Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is 

good—except God alone. You know the commandments: 

‘You shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you 

shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, honor 

your father and mother.’” “All these I have kept since I 

was a boy,” he said (Luke 18: 18-21). Clearly, the man 

considered himself good, and he also attributed good-

ness to Jesus. But then Jesus raised the bar regarding 

goodness. In effect Jesus said, “Let me tell you about 

goodness! Only God is completely good all the time. Do 

you want eternal life? Then, you’ll need to share in God’s 

goodness.” 

 

Was Jesus saying that this man could earn eternal life 

by keeping the commandments? No. Jesus was raising 

the bar of goodness to a higher level, the God-level. 

This story is not about commandment keeping; this 

story is about the gospel message of salvation by grace. 

Yes, theoretically, a person who perfectly keeps all of 

God’s commandments will earn eternal life. But you 

and I know from scripture that “there is no one right-

eous, not even one”. (Romans 3:10) 

 

Lots of people in our world, even in our churches, 

consider themselves “good enough.” They live their 

lives by the Ten Commandments, and they try to 

maintain high moral standards. In general, they  

assume that God will weigh their good deeds against 

their few indiscretions and welcome them into heaven. 

But their logic is faulty. For instance, I can rationalize 

saying, “Hey, I tell the truth 99% of the time. One  

untruth out of a hundred isn’t much of a problem!” But 

like in any marriage, we know that 99% is not good 

enough. Trust depends on 100% assurance. We all fall 

short of that 100% level.   

 

The young ruler, who came to Jesus, like so many 

people today, took pride in his own moral caliber—but 

he still sensed that something was missing. He was 

searching for the key to eternal life. He sensed that his 

life was missing something that Jesus might help him 

find. The man expected to get eternal life by doing 

something. “What must I do?” he asked. When Jesus 

mentioned the commandments, the man proudly an-

nounced that he had kept them all. There’s no doubt 

he felt he had done most of the work necessary to 

enter Heaven. He had garnered thousands of good be-

havior points; just a few more good behavior points 

and he would earn himself a ticket to eternity. So, Jesus 

rattled off a few of the Ten Commandments. The man 

insisted he had kept them all his life. But Jesus knew 

the man coveted.  

 

The young ruler felt that he was facing an impossible 

task as Jesus went for broke reasoning with him. Jesus 

asked for an ultimate commitment—something that 

would change the man’s life completely. What Jesus 

asked of the rich young ruler would cause him to lose 

his status, his home, and probably many friends. Jesus 

asked him to go right where God wanted him—to a 

state of complete dependency. He would no longer be 

able to trust in his own material resources; he would 

need to relinquish the wealth he coveted and learn to 

trust in God’s resources rather than his own. 

The man couldn’t see that happening. The glitter of his 

possessions blinded him. Jesus saw right into the man’s 

soul; Jesus saw that the man was blinded by the wealth 

he coveted. He trusted in his wealth and good deeds 

rather than in God’s blessings. 

 

This story is usually entitled The Rich Young Ruler. I 

prefer a different title, The Young Ruler Who Coveted 

Wealth. I suggest that coveting is at the end of the Ten 

Commandments for a good reason. No matter how well 

we follow the first nine, our natural desires remain in-

satiable, and we will inevitably produce coveting of  

all kinds…until God’s Holy Spirit changes us from the  

inside out. Then, as we give ourselves over to the Holy 

Spirit’s guidance, we abandon our selfish desires, we  

stop coveting, and we joyfully adopt the mindset and  

the desires of Jesus.  

 

 

Pastor Michael Spearl lives on the west coast of Florida in 

Safety Harbor with his wife, Laura. They enjoy his role as 

pastor at Union Station SDB Church in Dunedin, FL, a 

warm, wonderful place to call home, to raise a family, or 

to retire.

SR
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Our economy is based on scarcity and exclusivity. The boom of NFTs is  

a perfect example of this. People spend exorbitant amounts of money to 

have the rights to images that anyone can find online. Unlike traditional 

art that can be hung in your home and displayed, NFTs are digital tokens 

for digital art. Surely the owner of the NFT could print out the art and 

hang it, but so could you. What they have is exclusivity. They have the 

ability to say that they are the real owner of the art. 

 

God’s economy is not like that. It is based on abundance. We are told in 

Psalm 50 that every animal on earth belongs to God. Jesus reminds us in 

Matthew 6 that God clothes the lilies and feeds the birds. Everything that 

we could need God can provide. And it is exactly this principle that God 

seeks to codify in the Tenth Commandment. 

 

We often think of the commandment to not covet as a commandment to 

not have desires. That is not the point of the commandment. Neither is 

the commandment redundant. Certainly theft and murder and adultery 

can all be results of coveting. But those commands have to do with actions. 

This command is about the heart. It is about a mindset. 

 

It is possible for someone to refrain from theft, murder, and adultery and 

still covet. If you need proof, look no further than the Pharisees of the 1st 

century. They spent their entire lives making sure they never broke the 

letter of the law. It is for this fact that they are called white-washed tombs. 

They may look good on the outside, but the inside is decaying. 

 

The Tenth Commandment is really about trust. Trust that what we have 

is enough. Trust that God knows what I need better than I do. Coveting is 

really saying that I need something more to make me happy. It is putting 

our trust not in the God of the universe, but in material possessions. Or in 

our ability to get them. In Colossians 3 Paul calls this what it really is: 

Idolatry. 

Coveting—The World’s Economy vs God’s

By Pastor Phil Lawton



When we realize that the command against 

coveting is really a command against idolatry, 

we begin to see how this is a bookend to the first 

command. God knew that this was at the heart 

of every sin. This was the sin in the garden. It 

was the declaration that I know better than 

God. It was a lack of faith in God. 

 

The world we live in tells us that what we have 

is not enough. What’s more, the world tells us 

that other people are the reason that we lack 

something. I need to take your stuff, because 

there isn’t enough stuff to go around. It is an 

economy of scarcity. And even if it doesn’t 

cause you to break one of the other commands, 

this economy will rob you of joy. 

 

Tell me if this sounds familiar. A friend gets 

married, has a baby, gets a promotion, buys a 

house, and your first response is to wonder if 

that will happen to you. You want to be happy 

for them, but you just can’t be. You feel like  

everyone else is getting things and you’re being 

left behind. This is the beginnings of covetous-

ness. Rather than rejoice with them, you contem-

plate all the reasons it should have been you. 

 

God’s economy is one of abundance. It is one 

that says there is enough for everyone. It is an 

economy that says I have exactly what I need. It 

is one in which you rejoice with your friend 

about the blessing that God has given them. You 

do not contemplate why it wasn’t you, because 

you know that God has already taken care of you. 

 

It is an economy of scarcity that creates some-

thing as frivolous as NFTs. Exclusivity benefits 

no one. Those without plot to get what they 

don’t have. Those who have are in constant fear 

that someone else will take what they have. It 

leaves everyone isolated and fighting each 

other. We were created to live differently. 

 

God made a prohibition against coveting be-

cause we are enslaved to it. When we start to 

live in God’s economy of abundance, we are set 

free. Jesus put it this way: “But if God so clothes 

the grass of the field, which today is alive and 

tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not 

much more clothe you, O you of little faith?” In 

God’s economy the bird’s have food, the littles 

have clothes, and we are given exactly what we 

need. 

 

 

But if God so clothes the grass of the 

field, which today is alive and tomorrow  

is thrown into the oven, will he not much  

more clothe you, O you of little faith?
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The tenth commandment is really about trust. 
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Surefire Way to Ruin Christmas 
Imagine it is Christmas morning. You have your coffee in hand. You are surrounded by 
family. The presents are all under the tree. Maybe you take out the gifts one at a time. 
Everyone takes turns, maybe. Or all at once, in a frenzy of wrapping paper.   

This Christmas I want you to do a little experiment. While everyone is opening gifts, 
take out your smart phone. For every gift that is opened, I want you to do a price 
lookup. You can scan the barcode or search on Amazon. Loudly announce the price, 
and then keep a running tally for each person for the value of their gifts. Rank every
one in order of how much they ended up with. Then each person on the list gets to 
make aggressively bitter comments about the person immediately above them. The 
person at the top just gets to feel super guilty. For bonus points, they can envy the 
“guiltfree” Christmas of the person at the bottom of the list.   

Congratulations, you have absolutely ruined Christmas! 

We intuitively know that this is a horrible idea. We know it. And yet…There is that 
within all of us, and maybe in you it is just a whisper…and maybe it only rears its ugly 
head at certain moments…but at least part of us…we are playing the comparison 
game. 

The Comparison Game 
This especially comes up when you see someone else with something you really want. 
Our neighbor just had his house painted…and it looks really good. You might see the 
car they are driving: minivan envy. You see the best face they put to the outside 
world, but probably not the internal conflicts, the arguments, the disappointments 
and mistakes. So for starters, you are comparing the sum of all your failures and suc
cesses against just their successes. But even if you had the whole story, there are 
people you would still envy, coveting their circumstances, their gifts, and their posses
sions. Here is the truth: 
 

Life is radically unfair   
As far as I can tell it is not a zero sum game, where everyone has more of this and less 
of this and it all balances out. In our creative and diverse world, there are people who 
struggle to make it to first base and there are people who are born on third base. Just 
as Americans in the 21st century, most of history looks at our lifestyle and security and 
lifespan, our cars and our houses, our refrigerators full of food, and they see us as rich 
and, perhaps, they envy and covet. But there is plenty of room, and we all see plenty 
of people around us, plenty to covet.   
 
Life is radically unfair. People get different amounts of everything, bad and good. And 
so, we play the comparison game. We see what they have and we want it. What’s the 
problem? 

Covet the Gifter,  
Not the Gift

By Pastor Dusty Mackintosh 
Next Step Christian Church, Thornton, CO 
 
Reprinted from the December 2015 Sabbath Recorder

Gimme:  
Exodus 20:17
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God says “no.”   
Exodus 20:17: You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.  
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or fe
male servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to 
your neighbor.” 

What is Coveting? 
This is alternately translated as “selfishly want” or “lust.” I 
like this one: it is to Set one’s heart upon a thing. It is to 
look across the room at someone opening their Christmas 
gift and say “I want that.” “I wish that one were mine.” His 
ox looks stronger, her house looks better, his wife seems 
nicer—all of those.  

Not Just Coveting 
Now, this command does not say, generically, “do not 
covet.” This is another example of where our mental short
hand for these commands causes problems. There are lots 
of things you could “covet.” We even say things like “I covet 
your prayers.” I earnestly desire good things, I set my heart 
upon the things and the person of God, right? I covet them. 
It creates, via examples, a category of things that are off 
limits. 
 
But you shall not covet…things that are his or hers. Things 
that already belong to another. Including simple ownership: 
their house, their wealth or livestock. More interpersonal 
“belonging” like one’s spouse, or servants. No setting your 
heart upon someone else’s stuff.  

I Want That—Logical and Practical 
But, in most views of reality, this “coveting” makes total 
sense! It is logical, it is practical. And it is entirely natural,  
inevitable, maybe, to look at those who have more and say 
“I want that.”  

If life is a ladder, it is only natural to look for the next rung. If 
life is a race, you are looking at and chasing whoever is in 
front of you. If life is monopoly, everyone knows who has 
the most money, and covets as much of their money and 
property as they can! This all makes sense! Super logical.  

And God simply says “no”? This command is Completely un
enforceable. No penalty listed. No penalties to come in later 
laws as there were for the earlier commandments. No 
human being can really know if you are coveting your neigh
bor’s stuff. You can so easily hide this. This is inside your 
head and heart. Maybe even just a small voice you try to    
silence…and no one knows the envy within you! Especially 
when it really is something you desperately want. Or some
thing you have prayed for, asked for, waited for.   

Root of Sin 
But we see so easily how coveting can be a root of sin. We 
could work our way through the rest of the nine:   

1. Desiring an easier life and more blessings, we can  
chase after other gods,  

2. …or seek to manipulate God via idols. 
3. Wanting to trade on the reputation of God for  

material gain, we use the name of God for our own  
purposes. 

4. Wanting to trade more time for more stuff, we  
hijack God’s day for work. 

5. Resenting our parents for not meeting all our  
wants, we dishonor them. 

6. Our want translates to hate and murder. 
7. Our want translates to lust and adultery. 
8. Our want leads us to steal. 
9. And our coveting of neighbor leads us to lie and  

deceive to tear that neighbor down to size! 
 

This really rears its head when we think of the purpose of 
the law, the summary of righteousness, to love God and love 
our neighbor as ourselves. What a symptom of a lack of 
love, that instead of feeling happy for someone, I just crave 
what they have. What a barrier to love that envy is. What a 
poison in a relationship.   

Envy is a seed that takes root, it is the beginning, the birth 
of something.   
James hits this on the head. Coveting is a seed that grows: 

James 1:1415: 14But each person is tempted when he is 
lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it 
has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully 
grown brings forth death. 
 
Desire, same word in the Greek as is used when translating 
the Ten Commandments into Greek. Coveting, desire, want. 
This is a root of all kinds of evil! 

Solution—Living by the Request 
So, we all are covetous, envious people…and it is a root of 
all kinds of sin…But it also seems so natural and easy. And so 
much of our world and culture is aimed at feeding into this 
envy and covetousness. Any commercial where everyone is 
laughing and having fun, everything looks beautiful, and it is 
all carefully orchestrated to leave you saying   “I want that!”   

We live in a culture and economy of envy.   
How do I actually stop coveting? How do I “police” my 
heart? How do I silence that little voice within that whispers 
“I want what he has.” When I see my neighbor driving “my” 
car, do I just slap myself in the face? Squeeze really hard? 
Distract myself? Go buy my own car so I don’t have to covet 
his? There’s a solution! God says “do not covet your neigh
bor’s stuff…” so there has to be a way. This command 
doesn’t mark a deadend past which you just live in guilt, it 
marks out a path of righteousness, it shows us a boundary.   

Well you may remember this from James: 
James 4:13: 1 What causes fights and quarrels among you? 
Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you? 2 
You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you 
cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do 

Continued on next page...
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not have because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you do 
not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may 
spend what you get on your pleasures. 

Don’t chase after the gifts…ask the Giver! 
Your focus is entirely on the wrong thing. If you know someone 
who is amazing at giving out the best Christmas gifts on earth… 
don’t chase after every gift he has given someone else! Make 
friends with that guy…then ask him over for Christmas! Strategy. 

Jesus, brother of James, love that guy, said it this way: Seek 
first the Kingdom of God, and His righteousness, then all these 
things will be added to you!   

This is going to be the pattern of the nation of Israel and God:  
a people who keep chasing after what everyone else has, turn
ing away from God. Chasing the gifts…turning away from the 
Giver. Don’t lust after the land of the people of Canaan…I have 
already promised to give it to you! Don’t covet the lifestyle of 
the pagans…what I am giving you is so much better. True life! 
Don’t set your heart after the gods of others, thinking they can 
get you more of what you want! Don’t chase after things and 
women, lusts of the flesh and pleasures of the body. I want to 
give you so much, if only you would ask. If only you would 
seek. 
 
I am giving you the Kingdom. I have laid out the path of Right
eousness. I want to give you all the blessings of the Cosmos… 
but you are scrabbling over the baubles, you are wrestling over 
wrapping paper, you are killing one another, coveting and envy
ing over wealth and relationships. You do not have because 
you do not ask God. And when you ask, you ask like He is a 
vending machine instead of a wise Father who knows best.  

Father Christmas 
Christmas is coming up and we all are deciding what are the 
“good” things we want to give our kids. They have written out 
a list, all the things that they want. And we want that look of 
joy on their face…we don’t want to disappoint our children,  
because we love them. But we also know there are a whole 
host of other factors we are considering. What is going to be 
good for them? There are things on their list that will be ac
tively harmful to them. There are things not on their list that 
will bring them more joy. And best, there are things, not on 
their list that are going to bring us closer together, things we 
get to do together and enjoy together. But in that process, 
think of all the limitations we have. We do not know every
thing that they will need or even like. We make partial guesses 
as to what will be best for them. Most of all, we have limited 
resources with which to give to them.   

God has no limitations as Giver. He has the Father carefully  
considering what gifts to give His beloved children. There is no 
financial cap. There is no external limit. Just dwell on that for a 
moment. What would you get for the person you love most if 
you removed all possible barriers? Like all possible barriers! 
Scifi geek? Tickets to the new Star Wars movie? Good. How 
about a seat on the next space flight? Better. His own space
ship. A working lightsaber and functional force powers! Best.  
Absolutely everything is on the table! We couple infinite       

potential with infinite love. That is our Giver. That is our Father. 

If we don’t have something, it is because we haven’t asked, or 
the time is not right, or it wouldn’t be good for us. So we wait.  
And sometimes we realize why it wasn’t good for us then. And 
sometimes we just trust in our perfect, loving, heavenly Father 
who desires to give good things to His children. 

Christmas Envy 
How silly of us, then, to look at the possessions and life and 
gifts and talents of one another, and say “I want that.” How 
silly of us. The gifts God is giving you are absolutely perfect for 
you. For your pleasure, for the shaping of your soul; perfect for 
your relationship with God. Perfect. We covet because we 
think small.   

Love of God, Love of Neighbor 
This command is so focused at our heart…and it is so powerful 
in its application. The Ten Commandments lay out the Course 
of Righteousness…and they are summed up by this: Love God, 
Love your neighbor. What is missing in our relationship with 
God that we long to possess what someone else possesses that 
we envy, that we covet? 

We don’t trust the Giver. Trust the Giver. We need to under
stand that we have an infinite wise intelligence, possessed of 
infinite creative resources, Who knows the desires of our heart 
and hears our requests…and Who loves us and desires only 
good things for us. If we embraced that…envy disappears, cov
etousness disappears, all of that simply evaporates. Oh, I don’t 
have that. I might wonder why, I might be curious, but I can ab
solutely know that the only reason I don’t have his ox, his don
key, his car, his house and his wife…is that they wouldn’t be 
good for me. And what a symptom of love for one another: 
when we can be truly happy for another’s blessing without de
siring that for ourselves. I don’t envy my kids. I’ll occasionally 
sneak a bite of their dessert…but only for the laughs. I want 
them to have good things, to enjoy dessert, to get presents at 
Christmas, to be ridiculously successful in all avenues of life. I 
want that for them, and I’ll do anything I can to help them get 
there. And  obviously I don’t complain, I don’t envy when I get 
good gifts. I am glad for me. “Good for me,” I say to myself. I 
am glad I got that blessing or gift, well done! Love your neigh
bor as yourself. With that same simple joy. How do we get 
there? Get to know the Giver. Test Him out. Ask Him, and see if 
He gives good gifts. 

Not the gifts but the Giver—then also the gifts of the Giver.   
Don’t look over at your neighbor and say “I want that.” But you 
can look at what God has given you and say “I want this, thank 
you.” You discover the good things God wants to give you and 
say “I want that,” and our loving heavenly Father may just be 
waiting for you to ask! Crazy but true. Best of all, you can look 
to the person behind all the gifts, the Giver, and say “I want 
You.”   

Philippians 3:8: Indeed, I count everything as loss because of 
the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 
sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ. SR
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Sometimes it can feel like no one knows who Seventh Day 
Baptists are. When someone asks us the church that we     
attend, if Seventh Day Baptist is wrapped in the name, there 
is quite often a baffled look. Or better yet, they “correct” our 
SDB name to a more familiar one. 

On the one hand, I am able to put on my big boy pants and 
deal with the fact that name recognition is not a Kingdom 
value. Let’s be clear, name recognition is not the goal we are 
after. Our vision is that as a Conference of Churches we will 
increasingly join God in His work of actively advancing His 
Kingdom.  

While we as Seventh Day Baptists are not out to create a 
name for ourselves, we are seeking to steward the resources 
that God has blessed us with to actively advance His King-
dom. We believe that stewardship is wisely demonstrated in 
managing all of the resources God has entrusted to us. We 
actively use and invest what God has given us rather than 
just storing it away. 

We have much to contribute of Kingdom value—and I be-
lieve that God is calling us to leverage unique resources in 
this season: history, communication, and partnerships.  

History 

I am thankful for the SDB Council on History, SDB Director 
of History and Education, as well as a number of volunteers 
who are capturing, recording, and sharing stories of Seventh 
Day Baptists who have contributed to Kingdom advance. We 
have much in our shared history as Seventh Day Baptists, 
and initiatives are underway to highlight stories and artifacts 
that help portray who we are as SDBs. 

Communication 

I am grateful for the Sabbath Recorder Editor Pat Cruzan,  
the SDB Tract and Communication Council, and SDB Direc-
tor of Communication Jeremiah Owen for capturing who we 
are today in print, and sharing that in our flagship publica-
tion that offers “a monthly journey into the mind and heart.” 
We should also celebrate the reach of our digital presence 
and the opportunities we are increasingly engaging in to not 
only communicate among Seventh Day Baptists, but also to  
communicate who we are to those beyond our traditional 
circles. 

 Partnerships 

We are actively seeking out opportunities for Seventh Day 
Baptists to engage in research and forums that allow us to 
contribute to theological and contemporary themes that   
intersect with our Core Values. While this is not a new jour-
ney, the SDB Conference Team has engaged in partnerships 
with a new twist: grant funding. 

Grant Funding 

The exciting part is that we are not only being invited to the 
table to talk about issues such as diversity, worship, Sabbath 
Theology, ecclesiology, and leadership development, but the 
Seventh Day Baptist General Conference has been provided 
with grant funding to encourage our participation in these 
opportunities. Through competitive grant applications, the 
SDB General Conference has recently secured five grants. 
We will be communicating more about these in upcoming 
months, including at the General Conference Week Session 
in Colorado Springs, CO, July 24 to 30. In the meantime, here 
is one of the grants that we are currently executing. 

Theology of Work Grant 

The SDB General Conference of USA and Canada has been 
awarded a third round of grant funding by the Mustard Seed 
Foundation. In 2021, the SDB General Conference received 
the only grant given by the Mustard Seed Foundation for an 
initiative in the United States and Canada. Thanks to the 
contributions generated by the 2021 grant, the SDB General 
Conference was invited to participate in the next round of 
grant funding. 

The 2022 grant awarded by the Mustard Seed Foundation is 
a larger, more comprehensive grant to further examine the 
intersection of Sabbath Theology and Theology of Work. 
The collaboration between the Mustard Seed Foundation1 
and the SDB General Conference2 is recognition of contrib-
utions that Seventh Day Baptists have been making into the 
praxis of living out their faith with a weekly rhythm of work 
and Sabbath.  

As stated by SDB Director of Education and History, Nick 
Kersten, “I am glad for the partnership, and the opportunity 
to pursue our mutual interests with the Mustard Seed Foun-
dation.” Ultimately, the grant moves Seventh Day Baptists 
forward in developing and communicating a robust Sabbath 
Theology and Theology of Work. A great example of this 
communication is a video by SDB Memorial Board Pres-
ident, Don Graffius, which is being distributed by Seventh 
Day Baptists as well as the Mustard Seed Foundation. 

There is yet more to come, as Seventh Day Baptists seek out 
partnerships to actively advance His Kingdom, for His glory. 

 
1 The Mustard Seed Foundation was established in 1983 to advance the king‐
dom of God through prioritizing grants that leverage churches in their mis‐
sional work of outreach, discipleship, and economic empowerment. The 
Foundation is a Christian family foundation established on biblical principles. 
2 The SDB General Conference of USA and Canada consists of evangelical 
Baptists who hold to keeping the seventh day Sabbath of the Bible as sacred 
time. From their first church in America, founded in Newport, Rhode Island, 
in 1671, until today, Seventh Day Baptists have been a Christ‐centered, Bible 
believing people with traditional family values.

SR

Seventh Day Baptist General Conference Secures a Series of Grants 
By Carl Greene, Executive Director



16  May  2022 • SR

SR

In Psalm 139, the verses 1-6 and 13-16 express the fact that God cares about the smallest 
details in our lives. It says He knew you before your first two cells got together! Psalm 56:8 
speaks of God collecting our tears in His bottle. His Word says He has numbered the hairs 
on your head! It is amazing to consider He knows that about everyone on earth! As His 
creations, He loves each one of us, individually and intimately! 
 
This was driven home to me recently while on a cruise. Walking along the outer deck of 
the ship, as we traveled along one afternoon, I took advantage of the solitude to talk to 
God out loud. Honestly, I was complaining and childishly checking to see how much God 
cares about me. I should have known better. Within 24 hours He gave me His answer in 
unrefutably perfect detail. 
 
Later that evening, on an upper deck, I sat swaddled in blankets watching a movie on the 
giant theater screen. Did I mention that this is a BIG area with an outdoor pool, two hot 
tubs, 50 deck chairs, a pizza bar, fast food bar, ice cream/coffee bar, with tables and 
chairs all around the perimeter? Such were our surroundings as we passengers enjoyed 
the film and popcorn “under the stars.” 
 
As the credits rolled, and the guests made their exit, a crew of about six staff swarmed 
around, quickly gathering the blankets and folding the deck chairs, to put everything 
away. About that time, I discovered one of my earrings was missing. I turned around to 
observe the staff from the entrance to the area. They were about halfway done—racing 
against time—when the big drops of rain they obviously expected, began to pour. One  
additional crew member raced down the staircase next to me from the sun deck above. 
He had come to help as they all got soaked. When the short but effective deluge was over, 
a mopping of the deck was required. I watched the mop and rain water slosh into the 
large drains around the pool area. My earring was smaller than a quarter, the holes in 
the drains were much larger. Deciding not to bother the dripping wet crew, and consider-
ing the earring not that valuable, I went off to my cabin for the night.  
 
The next day, relaxing and enjoying activities around the ship, I hadn’t given my lost ear-
ring another thought. Then I found myself back on that same outside deck, eating dinner. 
I wondered, was it worth asking a crew member about the earring? After all, the worst 
that could be said was no one had found it. Thinking to myself, once again, that it was a 
trivial item and could easily be replaced, I decided to forget it. But the thought was put 
into my head: if I saw the crew member who came down the stairs to help his co-workers 
the night before, and if he came by my table, I would ask him. 
 
Within minutes I recognized that same staff member walking directly toward my table. I 
got his attention and asked if anyone had found an earring last evening after the movie. 
His expression changed to surprise and he answered, “Yes! I did!” He held up his hand to 
indicate the size and shape while I described the stones on it. We walked together to the 
ice cream bar to inquire about the earring he had turned in. It was still there! Right on the 
counter!  
 
Why do we doubt that God cares about the trivial things in our lives? He tells us He does. 
He shows us He does.

God In The Details 
By Cheri Appel

Written in response 
to Charlotte’s ques-
tion in the February 
Sabbath Recorder, 
“Do you have  
a favorite Psalm?”
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“I have hidden Your word in my heart, that I may not sin against You.”—Psalm 119:11 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.”—Psalm 119:105

By Charlotte Chroniger, Conference President

At Conference we will be blessed to have Bible studies from 
the Psalms. Sixteen Seventh Day Baptists will be presenting 
a study on their favorite Psalm. Four studies, each with dis
cussion and prayer, will be available during a onehour time 
slot. The studies will take place on Wednesday, Thursday, 
and Friday of Conference week. They include: 

Psalm 23—Kristine North 
Psalm 139—Sandy Layton 
Psalm 13—JR Schick 
Psalm 1—Dennis Coleman 
Psalm 51—Steve Osborn 
Psalm 75—Johnmark Camenga 
Psalm 3—Peggy Chroniger 
Psalm 95—Haywood Floyd 
Psalm 86—Lisa Moore 
Psalm 73—Judy Parrish 
Psalm 42—Althea Rood 
Psalm 121—Steve Hinton 
Psalm 130—Linda Harris 
Psalm 63—Miriam Berg 
Psalm 19—Omari Rhoden 
Psalm 8—Dustin Mackintosh 
 

You might want to read through the Psalms listed above so 
you can decide which four Psalms you will want to study 
during Conference. I am excited for us to learn about God’s 
greatness through these Psalms. 
 
Besides the Bible studies, you will be able to choose a work
shop/seminar to participate in: 
      • Intercessory Prayer, led by Julia Coleman 
      • Becoming the Parent (and Grandparent) God Wants  
         You to Be, led by Frank and Maura Mazza 
      • Pastoral Ministry Team vs One Lead Pastor, led by  
         John Pethtel 
 
There will be several presentations for all the attendees to 
enjoy: 
      • Missionary Society News—Andrew Samuels and  
         Garfield Miller 

      • History of Evangelistic SDB Music Teams since the  
         1900’s (Men’s Quartets, Light Bearers, Crystal Priority,  
         Stained Glass, etc.)—Nick Kersten 
      • Fearfully and Wonderfully Made—Dr. Paul Davis and  
         friends 
      • “How Great is Our God”—Louie Giglio video 
      • “Indescribable”—Louie Giglio video 
 
We will be enjoying a family game time designed by Bill and 
Valerie Probasco. 
 
The Thursday night of Conference we will be blessed by a 
vespers service. SDBs will share their musical talents, along 
with testimonies and Scripture. Among those who have 
agreed to participate are Peggy Chroniger and the Alfred 
Station Trio (Peggy Chroniger, Madge Chroniger, and Elianna 
McHenry); Men’s Quartet (Steve Osborn, Don Chroniger, 
and two TBA); Julia Coleman; Cate Camenga; Gabby Alonzo; 
Bethany Lawton; Lisa Moore; Isaac Floyd; Ben and Marcela 
Figueroa; Kelly Parker; Miriam Berg; and Linda Lawton. It 
will  be a time for reflection and prayer as we consider God’s 
greatness. 
 
Next month we’ll talk about the interest committees and 
business sessions—we’ll be trying something new this year! 
 
As a side note: Don and I got to visit the University of Colorado 
at Colorado Springs campus in March—what beautiful facil
ities! We were there with John Pethtel and Patty Petersen, 
the Host Committee. Pray for them as they finalize our 
plans. We got to visit the Frontier Church and Pastor Steve 
Osborn in Dacono—thanks for the blessed time with your 
congregation! We were in awe of the mountains around 
us—God is a great Creator! 
 
You really don’t want to miss Conference 2022! Get your 
registrations in as soon as possible—it will help the Host 
Committee finalize the plans for the week. After no inperson 
Conference meetings for two years, let’s make the effort to 
gather together to celebrate the greatness of God.
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SDB Missionary Society 
Andy Samuels 

Chief Executive Director 

Uganda in east Africa, and Cameroon in west Africa, were the 
destinations of a recent SDB Missionary Society mission trip. 
Undertaking this trip were the Directors of the Society, Pastors 
Andy Samuels and Garfield Miller. Uganda was the first stop. 
Since the sudden and unexpected passing of the Uganda Con‐
ference’s General Secretary almost a year ago, the Conference 
has struggled to stabilize itself in the aftermath. Another tragic 
victim of COVID‐19, Pastor Daniel Nsubuga left behind his 
widow Victoria, their three biological children, and seven other 
children the family had taken into their household. 

Without any formal leadership experience, widow Victoria was 
asked by the Uganda Conference leaders to chair their interim 
leadership transition team. While she certainly has the potential 
and the acumen to do well in that role, she needs much prayer 
and support to help the Conference to forge ahead. 

As the SDB Missionary Society looked for ways to be construc‐
tively helpful to the Uganda Conference on a long term basis, 
we were introduced to a Christian charitable organization that 
does work in Africa and Haiti, targeting the empowerment and 
employment of widows in those parts of the world, for the    
primary investment of their resources. In a meeting with a rep‐
resentative from that organization, an interest in SDB widows 
and other women in Uganda developed, and a tentative promise 
was made to commit the needed resources to a sustainable 
SDB project in Uganda if such a project could be identified as 
feasible. 

Well, thank the Lord: such a project has been unearthed. 
Through consultation, prayer, research, and discussion, it was 
determined that a poultry farm can be a viable project. A suit‐
able location for the farm has been located, and help was 
sought from an NGO which specializes in such initiatives, in 
order to draw on their expertise.  

For Pastor Garfield and me, two of the objectives of our trip to 
Uganda were to meet with the already mobilized contingent of 
mainly women who will be the potential workers on the farm, and 
to get a firsthand view of the property proposed for the farm. 
The meeting went very well, and the ladies are highly motivated 
to play their part in ensuring the success of the project. The 
Missionary Society is pleased to be able to partner with another 

Meeting with Uganda Conference leaders

Some of the prospective employees of the poultry farm

Uganda and Cameroon: 
Sustainable Projects Pursued
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organization to give birth to this initiative, which will have  
primary positive impact on Seventh Day Baptist women. 

While in Uganda, we were also able to visit an SDB‐operated 
school and orphanage, greatly in need of building repair and 
renovations, in spite of the very creditable job being done to 
provide a home and an education to scores of children. A    
recently planted church was also visited, and it was neat to 
worship with them outdoors since their tiny worship space 
was not adequate for the number of attendees which had 
gathered. We were able to offer encouragement to the new 
congregation. 

From Uganda, we traveled to Cameroon. Concentrating our 
visit to the capital city of Yaounde as advised, we discovered 
that there was very little SDB presence in that area. Because 
of violence and the aftermath of a civil war, it was not advis‐
able for us to visit other areas where Seventh Day Baptists 
are among the people who have been forced to flee their 
homes and live in bushes.  

Nevertheless, we had the opportunity to share with two 
groups of people about Seventh Day Baptist history, and the 
benefit of the belief and practice of Sabbathkeeping. Among 
the most encouraging outcomes of the visit was the fact that 
the interpreter who we had engaged to help us with commu‐
nication, became convicted of the Sabbath, made a profes‐
sion of his new found conviction, and expressed a desire to 
be baptized by immersion as an external expression of that 
faith highlighting his trust in Jesus as Savior and Lord. He had 
been a member of a Baptist Church for many years and had 
been baptized by effusion (pouring). His acceptance of the 
tenets of our faith took place strictly because of his involve‐
ment with us as an interpreter.  

We believe that a remnant of Seventh Day Baptists exists in 
Cameroon, and they need some support to help them to be‐
come organized and accountable in the practice of the ideals 
and values we embrace. 

Banner welcoming us to Uganda

Pastor Garfield Miller preaching at outdoor service  
with new church

Meeting with Cameroon SDB leaders

Pastor Garfield Miller 
preaching in Cameroon, 
with our interpreter.

Meeting with potential 
Cameroon SDB leaders
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The Book of 

Revelation: 

A Lamb 
 
 

Study Lesson 14 by Dennis Coleman, 

 Seventh Day Baptist Church of Shiloh, NJ

“For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face.  

Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known.” 
1 Corinthians 13:12 (NKJV) 

1 Corinthians 13 speaks of three gifts: faith, hope, and love, and that the greatest of 

these is love. That’s the good news. The bad news is that while these gifts abide in 

us, we still only have a partial view of the One who is the object (and the source) 

of our faith, our hope, and our love. We see in a mirror with poor lighting. One day 

we will see our God face to face. 

In Revelation 5, John comes face to face with our risen Savior. However, this time 

something is very different. Our Savior, as described here in chapter 5, looks very 

different from how we would imagine Him as described in the Gospels. He’s even 

different from how John describes Him in Revelation 1:12-16. Is this description 

simply a metaphor to help us understand the Savior’s function in this part of the 

vision or did He really look like “...a Lamb as though it had been slain...”? Either 

way, John saw someone who looked very different than how Jesus was experi-

enced by the Apostles. The mirror was suddenly a little less dim. 

Prayer Time 

Father, we acknowledge that our knowledge of You (our view of You) is incomplete. 

Please forgive us our sins and please continue to enlighten us. Thank You that 

there is a day coming when, through Christ Jesus our Lord, our eyes will be fully 

opened and we will see You face to face. For now we humbly ask that You allow us 

a small glimpse of Your glory as You teach us from Your Bible. 
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Revelation 5:1-3: A Scroll 

The visions revealed to John seem to be made up of 

things that he would have understood from the cultural 

context of his day. So a One sitting on his throne with a 

scroll in (or some translate as being on the open palm 

of) His hand would be a big deal. A king would have had 

his scribes write down important laws and declarations 

by which all of his subjects were expected to abide. Here 

then is God, the King Who controls the destiny of all 

mankind, holding a scroll or a book with what must be 

an important message for all of creation. There’s only 

one problem. 

“And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the 

earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at it.” 

Revelation 5:3 (NKJV) 

Since that day when Adam and Eve ate of the fruit, the 

entire world had suffered under the curse that came 

with the fall. God’s chosen people had suffered for gen-

erations, beginning with their father Israel, while wait-

ing for their deliverer. The church, built upon the rock 

of the confession that Jesus is “...the Christ, the Son of 

the living God.” (Matthew 16:13-19), continues to suffer 

spiritual persecution while waiting for our Savior’s re-

turn. Here, through John’s eyes, we see a scroll that very 

well might give the answers to everything we might 

possibly want to know. John and every believer from 

the beginning of time should be excited to read what 

God has written on this scroll. Too bad. NO ONE IS 

ABLE TO OPEN IT OR LOOK AT IT. End of story? 

If you truly understand what God has offered and what 

none of us are worthy to receive, you will respond just 

as John responded. 

“So I wept much...” 

Revelation 5:4 

That’s New King James for, “I bawled my eyes out.”    

Fortunately one of the elders comes alongside and  

does what an elder is supposed to do. This elder      

comforts John and helps him (and us) grow in faith. 

Revelation 5:4-5: The Lion and the Root 

The lion was a symbol of the tribe of Judah and is be-

lieved to have been on the standard which the tribe 

carried before them as they moved from place to place. 

David was of the tribe of Judah, the son of Jesse, and  

according to Matthew 1, Jesus was a descendant of King 

David’s family and therefore from the tribe of Judah. 

Fortunately, Jesus “...has prevailed to open the scroll 

and to loose its seven seals.” (Revelation 5:5) 

“There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, 

And a Branch shall grow out of his roots.” 

Isaiah 11:1 (NKJV) 

 

I’m guessing that John looked up, excited to see Jesus. 

He saw Jesus alright—but perhaps for the first time in 

his life, he truly saw Jesus as the sacrificial Lamb who 

had fulfilled the requirements of the Law both for John 

and for us. 

John sees a Lamb. This Lamb looked as if he “had been 

slain.” I suspect He looked that way because He had 

been slain, having died on a cross to pay for our sins. 

He has seven horns and seven eyes. The Bible tells us 

that these “...are the seven Spirits of God…” (More on this 

later). 

Fortunately the Lamb is worthy and He successfully 

takes the scroll out of the Father’s right hand. 

I want to stop here for now. Actually, I don’t want to stop 

but I think the Holy Spirit wants us to stop: to pause for 

a month to meditate on the Lamb revealed here in this 

chapter of Revelation. Think about the scene playing 

out here before John. Jesus does what no person, no 

angel, no created being could do. He approaches the 

throne and picks up the scroll. Why is He able to do 

what no other can? By nature He is worthy and He has 

prevailed. 

I looked up the word “prevail.” The Oxford Dictionary 

says that it means to prove oneself more powerful than 

opposing forces. It also means to be victorious. Jesus 

has proven Himself more powerful than the opposition, 

conquering even sin and death. 

If your “Jesus” hasn’t prevailed then you are looking in 

the wrong mirror.
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The recipient of the Excellence in Preaching Award  
must be: 

•  a member of a member church in the SDB  
         General Conference USA & Canada  

•  over the age of 18.  
Anyone can nominate a candidate for the Excellence  
in Preaching Award, including the candidate. 
The nomination must include:  

•  a brief biography of the candidate (including but  
         not limited to contact information, SDB church  
         service, and family information). 
 

•  a sermon submission (preferably video) from  
         the calendar year previous to when the award  
         will be given (i.e. 2021 for the 2022 award).  
 
Submissions will be judged on faithfulness to the 
Biblical text/context, Gospel connection, 
clarity/understanding, application to today’s audience, 
and delivery.   
Send nominations and submission information to  
the Director of Pastoral Services 
( jpethtel@seventhdaybaptist.org) at any time.  

The deadline for 2022 is July 5.

The recipient of the David L. Taylor Pastor’s Heart 
Award must be: 

•  a called pastor of a member church or a retired  
    pastor in a member church in the SDB General  
    Conference USA & Canada 
•  over the age of 18.   

Anyone can nominate a candidate for the David L.  
Taylor Pastor’s Heart Award. The submission should 
include: 
 

•  a brief biography of the candidate (including but  
    not limited to contact information, SDB church  
    service, and family information)  
•  a summary of how they exhibit a pastor’s heart.   

A submission may be sent at any time to the Director  
of Pastoral Services 
( jpethtel@seventhdaybaptist.org).  

The deadline for 2022 is July 5.

Excellence in Preaching Award 

David L. Taylor Pastor’s Heart Award 

The Excellence in Preaching Award is an annual preaching award established to honor a 
commitment to excellence in the preparation and delivery of sermons to a congregation. 

The David L. Taylor Pastor’s Heart Award is an annual recognition award established in 
honor and memory of Pastor Dave Taylor, who was a beloved pastor to many SDBs. This 
award honors Pastor Dave’s legacy by recognizing a pastor who consistently exhibits a 
pastor’s heart and is a blessing to others. 
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Janesville, WI.—The Seventh Day Baptist General Conference of USA and Canada has 

been awarded grant funding through a partnership with the National Association of 

Evangelicals (NAE). As announced by Brian Kluth, Spokesperson for NAE Financial 

Health, “The National Association of Evangelicals considers it a wonderful privilege 

to partner with the Seventh Day Baptist General Conference. It is a privilege to part-

ner with you to serve, train, and bless your pastors.”  

The grant provides honorariums to pastors who are called to a Seventh Day Baptist 

Church and are seeking to invest in their emotional, spiritual, physical, and/or finan-

cial health. As stated by SDB Director of Church Development and Pastoral Services, 

John Pethtel, “We highly value our pastoral leaders and want to uphold them in any 

way we can so that they can pursue greater health. This partnership with NAE affirms 

our emphasis on investing in healthy leaders so that we can have even healthier 

churches.” 

Funding for the initiative is from the Lilly Endowment Foundation and administered 

by the National Association of Evangelicals. The collaboration between the NAE and 

the SDB General Conference is recognition of efforts that Seventh Day Baptists have 

been making through their healthy churches, healthy leaders initiative that includes 

emphasis on the health of pastors and their families. The SDB General Conference 

was one of a select number of denominations and conferences to be selected to par-

ticipate in this round of grant funding. 

SDB pastors were able to first participate in the grant opportunity at The Summit (An 

SDB Pastors Conference) 2022 which took place April 22-24, 2022, in North Central, 

WV (Clarksburg/Bridgeport/Salem/Lost Creek). 

The NAE was founded in 1942, and seeks to honor God by connecting and represent-

ing evangelical Christians in the United States. It represents more than 45,000 local 

churches from 40 different denominations and serves a constituency of millions. NAE 

headquarters are in Washington, D.C. while staff live and work all throughout America. 

The SDB General Conference of USA and Canada consists of evangelical Baptists who 

hold to keeping the seventh day Sabbath of the Bible as sacred time. From their first 

church in America, founded in Newport, Rhode Island, in 1671, until today, Seventh 

Day Baptists have been a Christ-centered, Bible believing people with traditional 

family values.

SDB General Conference  
Awarded $25,000 Grant to Bless Pastors

SR
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Sabbath March 26th was all about “Legacy.” It was a time to 
look back in our past since Sunday March 27th marked the 
285th anniversary of the Seventh Day Baptist Church of Shiloh 
signing our original covenant. Elizabeth Bidwell gave a short 
presentation highlighting the early years of the church. A 
small group of Sabbath-keeping Baptists decided that travel-
ing all the way to Bowentown (it is over 3 miles…) was too 
far. Plus, meeting with the Sunday-keeping Baptists of the 
Cohansey congregation left them conflicted about their Sab-
batarian beliefs. So, with one acre of donated land in what 
would someday be called Shiloh, they built a church. In fact, 
as the story goes, the church building is sort of responsible 
for how Shiloh came to be! After a few decades, the congre-
gation decided to replace the old building with a new brick 
church. The old wooden church building was to be moved 
to a different location in what was then called “Cohansey 
Corners.” The congregation transported the church building 
on logs—yes, logs! With the building sitting on round logs, 
they would roll the building 4 feet, pick up the log from the 
back of church, move it towards the front, and roll the 
building another 4 feet. It was tiring work! So, when sundown 
approached on Friday night, they left the church building 
where it was, right there in the middle of town. The pastor 
cited 1 Samuel 4 and stated “the Ark rested at Shiloh”—and 
we had a new name for the borough! (For the record, it took 
about another 50 years for it to officially be changed…) 
Many pastors would come and go over the next nearly three 
centuries. Granted the congregation must have been slow to 
embrace change in those early years, since there were three 
pastors named “John Davis” during the 1700s... But change 
it did and the church in the small hamlet grew. Now, some 
29 pastors later, the legacy continues.  

In that same March 26th worship service, a new senior pastor 
was “installed.” While it wasn’t yet another “Pastor Davis” like 
three centuries previous, it was another “Pastor Chroniger.” 
Tyler Chroniger was formally installed as the church’s new 
lead pastor, taking over from his father, Pastor Don Chroniger 
who had served in that capacity since 1989. The congrega-
tion confirmed statements that they would commit to support 
their pastor, to strive for unity in the church, and to listen to 
his leading. Similarly, Pastor Tyler confirmed statements 
that he would commit to set the example for his church and 
to strive to lead the church in the Lord’s teaching. In the ex-
ample of Moses calling out Joshua to become the new leader 
of the Israelites (Numbers 27:18-23), the Diaconate prayed 
over and laid hands on Pastor Tyler to close that portion of 
the service. 

Pastor Tyler then closed the service with a message focusing 
on our shared legacy, a legacy of faithfulness. He, too, 
touched on the story of Joshua. Soon after Joshua had led the 
Israelites across the Jordan river into the Promised Land, he 
had the tribes set up 12 stones as a remembrance of what 
God had done for them. In years to come their children 
could ask “what do these stones mean?” and learn of the   
legacy of God’s provision. Pastor Tyler related that to the 
Shiloh Church with the example of a mileage marker. We 
have “stones,” or mile markers, that cause us to ask “what do 
they mean?” We hold Communion as a reminder of Jesus’ 
sacrifice; we are Baptists, baptizing in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit as an outward sign of our becoming a 
new person in God; we as church members have signed the 
covenant—just like the original founders did in 1737; and we 
reproduce followers of Christ as He commanded. These all 
build on that legacy. Pastor Tyler finished by pointing out 
God is Faithful—and we are reminded of that with each mile 
marker we reach. With God’s grace, we look forward to the 
next 285 years of that legacy here in the Borough of Shiloh! SR

The Legacy Continues  
at Shiloh 

 

By William Probasco

Jenn, Pastor Tyler, Brayden and Nolan
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The Sabbath Recorder publishes death notices for those who are members or have previously been 
members of SDB churches. Priority in publication of these notices will be given to those sent by local 
churches. If churches and families wish to submit obituaries for historical purposes, they are welcome to 
send those to the Biography Committee of the Council on History at biography@seventhdaybaptist.org, 
where they will be processed and saved according to library and archival policy. We encourage those 
looking for full obituaries to search the internet for them using the information provided in these notices.  
Submitted death notices should include the full name of the deceased, where they were living when they 
died, a summary of roles they occupied in their local church(es) and the General Conference, the day 
they died, and their age when they died.

FRODING—Barbara Sarah (Bivins) Froding, mis-
sionary nurse in Nyasaland (Malawi); member of 
Marlboro, NJ, SDB Church; died in Vineland, NJ, 
November 20, 2020, at the age of 87.  
 
BURDICK—Beth Irene (Severe) Burdick, deacon-
ess in several SDB churches and missionary 
nurse in Nyasaland (Malawi); died in Stephen-
town, NY, on March 30, 2021, at the age of 94. 
 
BABCOCK—Nelta Jean (Soper), wife of Rev. 
Robert Babcock, at Marlboro, NJ, SDB Church; 
died in Vineland, NJ, on April 1, 2021, at the age 
of 72.   
 
GREEN—Barbara Jean (Cruzan), deacon and 
parish nurse of Milton, WI, SDB Church; died in 
Whitewater, WI, April 28, 2021, at the age of 80. 
 
CHRONIGER—Pratt Johnstone “Jim” Chroniger, 
deacon of Washington, DC, and Central Maryland 
SDB Churches; died in Shiloh, NJ, July 11, 2021, 
at the age of 91. 
 
THOMAS—Charles Lee, pastor; founding 
member of Upper East Tennessee SDB Church in 
Blountville, TN; pastor at Shepherd’s Fold Ministry 
in Kingsport, TN; resided at Kingsport, TN; died 
September 28, 2021, at the age of 81. 
 
ZINN—Venita Floann (Vincent), deacon, of 
Salem, WV, SDB Church; died in Clarksburg, WV, 
October 10, 2021, at the age of 88. 
 
MATTISON—LeRoy Reid, deacon of Alfred Sta-
tion, NY, SDB Church; resided at Whitesville, NY; 
died in Hornell, NY, November 26, 2021, at the 
age of 89. 
 

CONDISON—Herlitz, pastor; General Council 
member; co-founder and lay leader of Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada, SDB Sabbath School, which 
later became the First Toronto SDB Church; died 
December 3, 2021, at the age of 85. 
 
GOODRICH—Ronald Eugene, member of North 
Loup, NE, SDB Church; died in Lincoln, NE,  
December 7, 2021, at the age of 90. 
 
KENYON—Katherine J. (Lewis), member of  
Hebron, PA, SDB Church; resided in Coudersport, 
PA; died in Roaring Spring, PA, December 7, 
2021, at The age of 67. 
 
RUDERT—Eric William, Chairman of Committee 
on Support and Retirement (COSAR); member of 
White Cloud, MI, SDB Church; resided in Traverse 
City, MI; died in Florida, January 17, 2022, at the 
age of 67. 
 
DICKINSON—Betty “Jeanne,” member of Marl-
boro, NJ, SDB Church; resided in Stow Creek 
Township, NJ; died June 22, 2021, at the age of 
70. 
 
VAN DYKE—Geraldine Grace “Gerry” (Thorn-
gate), deaconess of Denver, CO, SDB Church; 
1987 Conference President; Summer Christian 
Service Corps Director; 1990 Robe of Achieve-
ment recipient; resided in Arvada, CO, and Grand 
Junction, CO; died August 28, 2016, Grand Junc-
tion, CO, at the age of 87.  
 
JERNOSKE—Robert Lawrence “Rob,” member of 
Shiloh, NJ, SDB Church; resided in Hopewell 
Township, NJ; died March 22, 2022, in Hopewell, 
at the age of 74.
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          The Seventh Day Baptist 
                    Missionary Society  
  
                         invites applications for 
                           the part‐time positions of                
                         Administrative Manager and       
                         Administrative Assistant. 
 
                   If interested, please send  
                   a resume to  
                   director@sdbmissions.org,  
                   or call (954)684‐4961  
                   for further information.

May 
Memory Verse: 

PRIMARY 

Search me O God, and know my heart. 

—Psalm 139: 23  

 

JUNIOR/YOUTH/ADULT 

Search me O God, and know my heart. Test 

me and know my anxious thoughts. See if 

there is any offensive way in me, and lead 

me in the way everlasting. 

—Psalm 139: 23-24 

For access to the library of current and 
past issues of the Sabbath Recorder,  

go to your App Store and  
download the FREE SDB LINK app.

Conference 2022 
 Registration Information  
(registration dates, pricing, and more)  

available in the  
April Sabbath Recorder 

or at:  
seventhdaybaptist.org/conferenceweek2022



A mother who always cares, 
A mother who’s always there. 
A mother who always prays, 
A mother who always stays. 
When things get rough, 
When life gets tough, 
When all is just too much to bear, 
God’s Word she shares. 
God’s light she shines. 
So blessed God made this mother mine. 

—Author Unknown



Periodicals postage paid 
at Janesville, WI 

and additional offices

CONFERENCE 2022 
 REGISTRATION INFORMATION  

(registration dates, pricing, and more)  

available in the  
April Sabbath Recorder 

or at:  
seventhdaybaptist.org/conferenceweek2022

 

The 10th Commandment: 

You must not covet your neighbor’s house.  

You must not covet your neighbor’s wife,  

male or female servant, ox or donkey,  

or anything else that belongs to your neighbor. 
                                                                                —Exodus 20:17


