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American Sabbath 

Tract and Communication Council 
Annual Report for the year 2022 

 

Our Mission is to Connect 
The Tract Council continues to be guided by this Mission Statement: 
As the communication agency of the SDB General Conference, the American Sabbath Tract and 
Communication Council seeks to forge connections: 

– WITH Seventh Day Baptist Churches and their members, 
– FOR the Seventh Day Baptist Boards and Agencies, and 
– TO the general public. 

By building and maintaining positive relationships with our churches and agencies, and by providing 
quality media resources to strengthen their ministries, we will help bring others to a relationship with 
Jesus Christ and with Seventh Day Baptists. 
 
 We strive to serve as a vital link between our churches, individuals, and the SDB Conference. 

 
The Sabbath Recorder 
The SR can be read online at the Conference website: 
www.seventhdaybaptist.org  or at www.sabbathrecorder.org.   
The electronic issue is typically posted 1-2 weeks before readers get their hard copy in the regular 
mail. 
  
Along with the color pdf version,  
we continue to provide a "page-flip" version for web readers. You may find all the versions at 
https://www.seventhdaybaptist.org/category/sabbath-recorder/.  
  
Sabbath Recorder Editor Patricia Cruzan continues to produce a gorgeous publication. This year she 
has yet again combined thought-provoking themes and easy-to-read layouts each month. 
 
Report of Sabbath Recorder for the Yearbook (2020-2021):  

 
September 2021 — Theme: Restored for a Purpose. Conference was again Virtual, but we tried to 
publish messages and photos as much as possible in written form in the SR. President Kevin Butler 
gave a review of Conference: “That’s a (virtual) Wrap!” Nathan Crandall gave a Bible study each day: 
Monday and Tuesday studies on the Conference theme were in this issue. Conference messages 
were printed: “This is NOT a Drill!” by Kevin Butler; “Restored for a Purpose” by Andy Samuels; 
“Restored for an Ultimate Purpose: Serving the Kingdom” by JR Shick; and “Forthwith” by Carl 
Greene. Other topics in this issue were: “Life Together as Ministry Couples” from the Pastors and 
Spouses Forum; “Letters to the Seven Churches” by Dennis Coleman continuing the series on 
Revelation; “9 Arts of Spiritual Conversations” by Linda Lyke, Shanny Snyder, and Melissa Lade; 
“Eagle Scout Project” by Bill Probasco. 
 
October 2021 — Theme: continued coverage of Restored for a Purpose. Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday Bible studies by Nathan Crandall on the Conference theme were printed. Carl Greene, 
Executive Director, wrote “Why does the Seventh Day Baptist General Conference exist?”. “Praising 
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the God of Grace” by Keith Ashley; “Gospel Feet 5k: “In Motion & Prayer to Empower Believers” by 
Eric Bofinger; “SCSC Team CHANGE 2020 and Team BOLD 2021” by Helen Goodrich; “Which Came 
First: The Who or the What?” by Nicholas J. Kersten; “Inch by Inch” by Nicholas Kersten; “Mending 
the Church, The Summit 2021 and Multiple 2021” by John J. Pethtel; “Letters to the Seven 
Churches” part 2 by Dennis Coleman; “SDBs in Egypt” by Garfield Miller; and Awards and 
Recognitions were included in this issue.  
 
November 2021 — Theme: Diversity. In this SR: “Why Diversity Matters to SDBs and Me” by Andres 
Jara; “Why Diversity Matters to SDBs and Me” by Danny and Danita Lee; “Multiculturalism From a 
Biblical Perspective” by Keith L. Ashley; “In What Way Is a Person a Minority?” (English version) and 
“¿De qué manera una persona es una minoría?” (Spanish version) ) by Earl and Dianne Hibbard; 
”One Church’s Story Regarding Diversity” by Edson Barrett; “A Hunger to Belong” by Carl Greene; 
“God Loves Diversity; How About Me?” By Andy Samuels—this theme section was put together by 
Carl Greene and Andy Samuels. The Christmas Gift List for 2021 was included. Beth Brown 
“introduced” the new Women’s Board. Charlotte Chroniger gave us her theme for next year’s 
Conference: “How Great Is Out God.” Other articles were: “Looking Back, Launching Forward” by 
Nicolas Kersten; “Mending the Church, The Summit 2021 and Multiply 2021” By John J. Pethtel; 
“Letters to the Seven Churches” part 3 by Dennis Coleman; “Mackintosh Honored;” “A New Sign for 
Seventh Day Baptists.” 
 
December 2021 — Theme: Celebrating Christmas. Several pastors were asked to tell how they and 
their congregations celebrate Christmas: German Seventh Day Baptist Church, Salemville, PA; 
Pataskala Seventh Day Baptist Church, Ohio; Seventh Day Baptist Church of Shiloh, NJ; The 
Connecting Church, Milton, WI; Battle Creek Seventh Day Baptist Church, MI; Lost Creek Seventh 
Day Baptist Church, WV; Miami Seventh Day Baptist Church, FL; James E. Butler Memorial SDB 
Church, Paint Rock, AL; Union Station Seventh Day Baptist Church, Dunedin, FL; Frontier Church, 
Carbon Valley, CO; Bell Seventh Day Baptist Church, Salemville, PA; Agape Ministry Iglesia Bautista 
del Septimo Dia, San Sebastian, P. R. and Grupo Bautista del Septimo Dia, San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
USA; Riverside Seventh Day Baptist Church, CA; Seventh Day Baptist Church of White Cloud, MI; First 
Seventh Day Baptist Church of Hebron, Coudersport, PA; New York City Seventh Day Baptist Church, 
Brooklyn, NY; Freedom Community Church, New Auburn, WI; Alfred Station Seventh Day Baptist 
Church, NY; Anchor of Hope Church, Dodge Center, MN. Other articles were: “No Coincidence” by 
Charlotte Chroniger; “Seventh Day Baptist Africa Bible College” by Andy Samuels; “Celebrating on 
Purpose” by Nicholas Kersten; “Letters to the Seven Churches” part 4 by Dennis Coleman; 
“Women’s Society Banquets” by Beth Brown; “Gathering Around Washed Windows” by Carl Greene. 
 
January 2022 — Theme: Let’s Walk Together. Articles on the theme were: “Let’s Walk Together 
with Heartburn” by Carl Greene; “Forward, Together” by Charles R. Meathrell; “It’s an Attitude of 
the Heart” by Michael Spearl; “Family Living in the Kingdom of God” by Frank Mazza; “Where, How, 
When” by Darwin W. Steele; “Walking Together in Ecuador” by Andy Samuels. Beth Brown wrote 
“Remembering Jenni Wangsness” and Charlotte Chroniger wrote: “God’s Faithfulness.” “Leading as 
a Follower” by Nicholas J. Kersten; “Reflections Through the Looking Glass” by Amanda Barbee; and 
“How Church Is Done In Heaven” part 1 by Dennis Coleman continuing the series on Revelation; and 
a reminder the registration for Conference 2022 will be coming soon. 

 
February 2022— Theme: I’ve Got Your Back. The theme in this issue was about supporting your 
leaders. The articles were: “God Has Your Back” by Charlotte Chroniger; “Dear Frank” by Maura 
Mazza; “Dear Tyler” by Jenn Chroniger; “Dear Dennis” by Julia Coleman; “Dear Andrew” by Kay 
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Samuels; “Dear John” by Tabatha Pethtel; “Dear Andrew” by Kristin Camenga; “Dear Executives” by 
Jan Ehlers. Other articles were: “The …ings Needed to Support Leadership” by Althea Rood; 
“Growing to Support” by Cindy Greene; “Better Together or Best Together” by Carl Greene; “How 
Church is Done in Heaven” part 2 by Dennis Coleman; “Columbia—New Seventh Day Baptists” by 
Andy Samuels. 
 
March 2022 — Theme: Dream + Grant = Endless Possibilities. Stories about dreams that were 
granted included: “An Invitation to Possibilities” by Carl Greene; “Memorial Board Has Plenty of 
Salt—Custodians Needed!” by Donald Graffius; Understanding and managing RISK in the SDB church 
planting ministry” by Rev. Dave Stall; “The Good News SDB Church” by Valerie Heath; “A Summer 
Internship” by Peggy Chroniger; “A New SDB Branch Church” by Harold Smith; New York City SDB 
Church Goes into All the World Online” by Sis. Lisa and Jewel Poole; “3M Bash at Battle Creek” by 
Harold King; “Music at Conference” by Charlotte Chroniger; “Doing the Utmost to Reach the 
Uttermost” by Andy Samuels; “How Church is Done in Heaven” part 3 by Dennis Coleman; “The 
Torch is Passed in Shiloh” by Donna Bond; and “Remembering Jenni” by Helen Goodrich. 
 
April 2022— Theme: Easter. Writing on this theme: “The Greatest Losers” by Liz Green; “What Else 
Have You Lied to Me About?” by Cheri Appel; “Growing Perspective” by Gabrielle Watt; “Much To 
Do About Easter” by Cheri Appel; “My dear Lord Jesus, thank you.” By Scott Hausrath; “Kingdom 
Family” by Carl Greene. Also in this issue: “Conference Program” by Charlotte Chroniger; “The 
Power of Partnerships to Do Good Better” by Andy Samuels; “How Church is Done in Heaven” part 4 
by Dennis Coleman; “Your Invitation to Register for Conference” and “Expected Conduct at 
Conference Week” followed by “Frequently Asked Questions Conference Week 2022.” The issue was 
ended with “The Cross” by Irene B. Saunders. 
 
May 2022 — Theme: What Does It Mean to Covet. Taking a look at the 10th Commandment: “What 
Does It Mean to Covet” by Ericessen Cooper; “Coveting Not Allowed” by Michael Spearl; “Coveting—
The World’s Economy vs God’s” by Phil Lawton; “Covet the Gifter, Not the Gift” by Dustin 
Mackintosh. Other articles in this issue: “Seventh Day Baptist General Conference Secures a Series of 
Grants” by Carl Greene; “God in the Details” by Cheri Appel; “More about Conference Program” by 
Charlotte Chroniger; “Uganda and Cameroon: Sustainable Projects Pursued” by Andy Samuels; “A 
Lamb” by Dennis Coleman (Revelation series); “SDB General Conference Awarded $25,000 Grant to 
Bless Pastors” by Carl Greene; “The Legacy Continues at Shiloh” by William Probasco. 
 
June 2022 — Theme: Sabbath. Exploring the Sabbath, the articles were: “Remember, the Sabbath?” 
by Tyler Chroniger; “Pulling Into a Rest Area” by Nicholas Kersten; “United in Sabbathkeeping” and 
“SAT on Sunday” by Donna S. Bond; “God of The Sabbath” which looks at the meaning of the song; 
Also in this issue: “Boiling Frogs and SDB Conference Health” by Carl Greene; “More Conference 
Program Information” by Charlotte Chroniger; “Forest of Faith” is a testimony by Erika; “Explain 
This: 10 Embarrassing Facts About Jesus You Probably Don’t Know;” “Worthy is the Lamb” by Dennis 
Coleman (Revelation series); South Sudanese SDBs in Egypt are Baking” by Garfield Miller; and final 
Conference information.  
 
These are highlights of each issue of the Sabbath Recorder. Each month there have been columns 
written by the contributing editors: Carl Greene, Executive Director; Andrew Samuels, Focus on 
Missions; Beth Brown, Women’s Society; Nicholas J. Kersten, Christian Education Council and 
Council. 
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on History; Charlotte Chroniger, President’s Page; John J. Pethtel, Church Development and Pastoral 
Services; Dennis Coleman, A study of the book of Revelation. Church news has included stories from 
the churches, the listing of new members, baptisms, births, marriages, and obituaries (with new 
guidelines). Contact information to reach various offices and websites of the denomination and the 
directors is included and the directions to download the SDB Link to encourage readers to use 
everything that is available online.  
 

New Media 
 

As COVID-19 continued to restrict churches meeting in person, streaming of church services 
continued to be an area of strong interest. Churches have shifted from looking for ways to stream to 
looking for ways to improve that experience or extend them as a regular part of their services 
beyond COVID-19. Churches have continued to partner with The Memorial Fund for grants in this 
space as well. As part of that process, churches are first connected with Jeremiah Owen to assist 
with ensuring the grants' goals were met with appropriate choices for equipment and/or solutions. 
 
Monthly Communication  
Monthly videos and livestreams have continued to be a regular part of our communication schedule. 
Guests have included Directors of Church Development (John Pethtel), Christian Education (Nick 
Kersten),  Executive Director (Carl Greene), Conference President (2020 & 2021)  Kevin Butler, 
Charlotte Chroniger, Pastor Bob Peet, Exeutive Director Emeritus (Rob Appel), General Council 
Members (Steve Osborn), Memorial Fund (Don Graffius), and Missionary Society (Andrew Samuels).  
 
The quarterly newsletter "Our Road Ahead" has continues to be published and mailed. Rick Crouch 
has served as the Editor overseeing the newsletter’s design and production. The focus is news 
straight from the Directors on their ministries based on themes set forth by Executive Director Carl 
Greene. If you do not currently receive the letter, you can call, email, or write the SDB Center to be 
added to the mailing list. 
 

 
Social Media Committee 
Conference 2021 was live-streamed and centered on distribution through the CVent platform. This 
included messages from Conference President Kevin Butler, video reports from your directors, and 
other special guests. 
 
The Conference 2021 program is available, archived at Youtube here: 
https://www.seventhdaybaptist.org/conferenceweek2021/  
 
The CVent software provided hosting of the video in both pre-recorded and livestream formats, 
allowing for live, moderated interaction with attendees. CVent also provided access to virtual 
booths for conference-goers to connect with councils and societies. The sessions were available on-
demand for 30 days after the event on CVent and after then available on Youtube. 

 

Executive Appointments for 2021-2022 
For Director Jeremiah Owen: 
(Attends meetings with Center staff via Zoom online meetings; monthly meetings with T&CC for 
updates; quarterly reports to General Council; contributor to SDB Exec Blog) 

https://www.seventhdaybaptist.org/conferenceweek2021/
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August 2021 
– Director's Retreat – Colorado Springs, CO  
February 2022 

– Redemption Evangelical Fellowship –Riverside, CA 
– Kingdom Of God  –Kingman, AZ 
May 2022 

– The Connecting Church –Milton, WI 
– Seventh Day Baptist Center - Janesville, WI 
 

 

How to contact us 
For more information: 
Ph.:  608-752-5055 
Fax: 608-752-7711 
social@seventhdaybaptist.org 
 
Orders: media@seventhdaybaptist.org Or directly from our E-store at: www.seventhdaybaptist.org 

 
ASTCC Directors     Members ex-officio 
Elected to three-year terms   (Committee chairs) 

by General Conference 
 

Dave Alldredge (chair)      Publications Committee– 
(Seattle Area SDB Church) term expiring 2023  [ To be filled ] 
 
Elianna McHenry term expiring 2023   Sabbath Promotion Committee 
(Alfred Station SDB Church)    [ To be filled ] 
 
Saul Alonzo term expiring 2022    Sabbath Recorder Committee– 
(Central Maryland SDB)     Bill and Valerie Probasco 
 

Michaella Osborn term expiring 2023   Director of Communications– 

(Frontier Church - Carbon Valley)   Jeremiah Owen 818-468-9077 
        jowen@seventhdaybaptist.org 
Rick Crouch term expiring 2024 
(Daytona Beach SDB)      
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