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I love to tell the story! 
 

‘Twill be my theme in glory 
 

To tell the old, old story 
 

Of Jesus and His love.

I love to tell the story  
Of unseen things above, 
Of Jesus and His glory, 
Of Jesus and His love. 
I love to tell the story  
Because I know ‘tis true. 
It satisfies my longings 
As nothing else can do. 
 
I love to tell the story;  
More wonderful it seems 
Than all the golden fancies 
Of all our golden dreams. 
I love to tell the story;  
It did so much for me, 
And that is just the reason  
I tell it now to thee. 
 
I love to tell the story;  
‘Tis pleasant to repeat 
What seems each time I tell it 
More wonderfully sweet. 
I love to tell the story, 
For some have never heard 
The message of salvation 
From God’s own holy Word. 
 
I love to tell the story, 
For those who know it best 
Seem hungering and thirsting 
To hear it like the rest. 
And when in scenes of glory 
I sing the new, new song, 
‘Twill be the old, old story 
That I have loved so long.
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• salvation by grace through faith in Christ Jesus. 

• the Bible as the inspired Word of God. The Bible is our  
   authority for our faith and daily conduct. 

• baptism of believers, by immersion, witnessing to our  
   acceptance of Christ as Savior and Lord. 
• freedom of thought under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

• the congregational form of church government. Every  
   church member has the right to participate in the  
   decision-making process of the church.

If you’ve never read The Sabbath Recorder before, you  
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Like other Baptists, we believe in:

God commanded that the seventh day (Saturday) be kept holy. 
Jesus agreed by keeping it as a day of worship. We observe 
the seventh day of the week (Saturday) as God’s Holy Day as an 
act of loving obedience—not as a means of salvation. Salvation 
is the free gift of God through Jesus our Lord. It is the joy of the 
Sabbath that makes SDBs a people with a difference.
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Continued on next page...

Perhaps it is odd...  
but people just come and talk to me.  

All kinds of people.  

Those who know the Lord  

and those who don’t.  

Young and old.  

Married and single.  

In trouble or  

totally in a good place.  

All times and places.

By Pastor Liz Green
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Continued from previous page...

This is one of the ways that God has gifted me for ministry. It is the ability 
to provide a safe space for people to share about their lives and explore 
what to do next. It is especially exciting and challenging when people 
who do not know the Lord, or who are faltering in their faith enter this 
space. It is then that I find the best opportunities to share about the Lord.   
 
I am not much inclined to a formal Gospel presentation. Most people are 
far too inoculated to the Gospel to actually pay any serious attention to 
those presentations. They have heard it all before and rejected it. So, 
sharing the Gospel with them becomes a real challenge. Yet, God is at 
work in the hardest of hearts. The first key is to just listen. Listen without 
judgment. Listen with mercy and compassion. Listen without interrupting. 
Ask questions. Only speak or offer your experiences when the Spirit 
prompts. I often find myself praying in my heart asking what, if anything, 
I should share. What are they ready to hear? What is the Holy Spirit 
preparing their heart to receive? What will be faithful to the Gospel and 
yet understandable to them in their context? 
 
We talk about lots of things: politics, religion, finances, desire for a spouse, 
desire for children, mean or unfaithful partners, children who are in 
trouble, and even children who are excelling. I listen. It causes me to 
think that Jesus must have spent a lot of time listening, which is interesting 
because he already knew what was in their hearts (Matthew 12:25, 
Matthew 22:18, Mark 2:8, Luke 6:8, etc.). Yet most of what is recorded in 
Scripture is about what He said or did. But I do think that Jesus listened a 
lot too. Why? When we listen to people, we are signaling that we value 
them, their feelings and their ideas. That they are valuable creatures 
uniquely created by God. That we value them like God does. When we 
listen it does not mean that we agree with them, or need to judge or 
argue with them. The fact the Jesus listened to them means there is great 
value in this process. When we listen we are like Jesus.   
 
Listening opens the door to the heart so the Gospel message can be heard 
and received. Maybe not all at once, but at least casting a few seeds that 
will grow in time. To the wife whose husband has left: a reminder that 
God is walking with her and sees her grief and anger. To the parent 
whose child has gone astray: a reminder that God does not let loose of 
us, no matter how far we wander. He is always pursuing us. For those in 
financial need: a reminder that God not only sees our need, but will meet 
our needs, often in surprising ways. For the atheist who asked, “What do 
you believe happens when you die?”: an assurance that those who know 
the Lord will be with him.  
 
I can’t end this without pointing out that the Gospel is, indeed, often shared 
without words. When we do acts of kindness and compassion, it is being 
like Jesus. I find this happens to me most often in the grocery store. I have 
a thing about little old ladies, because my mother lived to be 102. I saw 
her challenges. Can’t reach the thing they need on the top shelf? Why 
not help them and finish off with a “God bless you”? Perhaps that 
“chance” encounter will be the key the Lord uses to enter their heart. 

 
Pastor Liz Green has been Associate Pastor at the Milton SDB Church  
for 12 years and lives in Milton, WI, with her husband, Frank, and 
naughty cat, Nemo.

The first key is to just listen.

SR
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For many years, churches around the world, 
including Shiloh Seventh Day Baptist, have 
participated in the Operation Christmas Child 
shoebox ministry. Through this international 
Samaritan’s Purse ministry, our church was able 
to reach children in Tanzania, Ukraine, Mali, and  
“a hard-to-reach area” with the 253 shoeboxes that 
were filled this year. Since we began several years 
ago, we have filled 2,837 shoeboxes with many 
items: toothbrushes, pencils, toys, soccer balls, dolls, 
soap, washcloths…the list is endless.  
 
Throughout the year, our church collects “loose 
items” and monetary donations for shoeboxes. We 
meet on a Sunday in November to hold a “packing 
party” where all the purchased items are laid out 
on tables and everyone takes turns walking around 
the room to fill empty shoeboxes. We pray over the 
boxes after they are filled and off they go. They are 
on their way to a child where they will deliver smiles 
and the awareness that there is someone praying 
for them and that that child is loved. 
 
Many people are familiar with Operation Christmas 
Child and believe that is where this ministry ends. 
Here is the “secret”… it’s NOT! The shoebox is only 
the beginning. And no, it’s not actually a secret at 
all. It is just the part of the ministry that most people 
are not aware of.  
 
After a child receives a shoebox, they are enrolled 
in a twelve-lesson discipleship program. This pro-
gram is provided in each child’s native language, 
usually by local teachers who have been trained in 
the program by Samaritan’s Purse. The children  
 

 
learn about who Christ is and what He did for each 
one of them through Bible stories and scripture 
memorization. They are taught how to follow Him 
and to apply His teachings to their daily lives. And as 
we are called to do, they are taught to share the 
Gospel with their families, friends, and villages. The 
Greatest Journey concludes with a graduation cere-
mony where each child receives a Bible (Old and New 
Testaments), a Biblical dictionary and a map of Bible 
lands. These tools, along with the knowledge they 
received, equip these children to be faithful followers 
of Christ. Since 2009, more than 14.9 million* children 
have accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior 
while enrolled in the Greatest Journey.  
 
If you happen to pack a shoebox this year, keep in 
mind that for each box packed, another child has the 
opportunity to participate in the Greatest Journey. 
Sure, it is great to receive a new flashlight and a yo-
yo, but the REAL gift is Jesus. And this program 
delivers just that.  
 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely 
I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

—Matthew 28: 19-20 
 
By Courtney Mattus 
A wife, mom of three, CPA, and lifetime member of 
the Shiloh, NJ, SDB church. 
 
 
*Source: https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-
christmas-child/the-greatest-journey/

The Shoebox “Secret”

The REAL gift is Jesus!

SR
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I was told to be on my best behavior. A guest was coming for dinner. 
 
My family uses a standard practice to ensure that I do not mess up badly with 
visitors—they assign me the task of grilling in the backyard. If I am kept separate 
from the action, the potential for a figurative train wreck is minimized. Surprisingly, 
my family does not recognize my true potential. 
 
The Story  
 
When one of our boy’s girlfriends had arrived for her first visit, I was sent to the 
grill. I practiced her name as I set to my work. (I have been told that it is off-putting 
to use the names of other female friends who no longer visit with as much regularity.) 
I shuffled over to our rusty gas grill and commenced the preparatory ritual. 
  
I opened the lid, removed the cooking grate, reached down to open the gas valve, 
turned the burner knob, and was in the process of igniting the lighter to fire up 
the ancient grill when I noticed it. The grill was full of chicken feathers. The plot 
thickens.  
 
Our grill is kept downwind of the chicken coop since I am fairly certain that 
chickens might not be fond of cooking aromas that come from the grill, especially 
when poultry is on the menu. The windward placement of the grill has a down-
side though—the grill serves as a repository for the feathers from our molting birds. 
  
I noticed the large quantity of feathers stuck in the goo at the bottom of the grill. I 
assessed the timeline I was on for grilling the chicken. I lit the grill. 
 
For those of you who are unfamiliar with the scent of burning feathers, it is 
unpleasant. As soon as I sparked the flame, smoke from the smoldering feathers 
began billowing all around me and filled the yard with a dark haze. Then, seemingly 
on cue for the perfect faux pas, our son and his friend emerged from the backdoor 
of the house. And they entered the aroma of my guest-friendly assignment of 
backyard grilling. 
 
What can someone say at this point? The pungent smell hung thick in the air and 
black smoke continued to pour out of the grill. I made the most of the situation. I 
greeted them with a smile, I used the correct name (as practiced), and I said that 
the grilled chicken would be ready for supper in about 30 minutes. Yum. 

By Carl Greene 
Executive Director

Chicken Feather Stories
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Our Stories 
 
I have purposefully left the story dangling a bit. Unresolved 
portions of my tale remain unanswered. Did the guest eat the  
meal from the grill that evening? Was this the only time that  
our son’s friend came to our house for a meal? And what did  
the chickens think about all of this? 
 
Our stories are reflective of our lived experiences when we  
leave open-ended questions. If I try to resolve every issue in  
my story, or try to paint a “happily ever after” summary, the  
story has more of a fairy tale feel than a lived reality. Rarely  
do we have life experiences in which everything makes sense  
and has purpose. We love to tell stories that way though—to  
confidently conclude every testimony with a summary of how  
we understand the purpose behind every lived experience  
that we have gone through.  
 
When we sanitize the raw, unresolved portions of our life story, we diminish the 
impact of our testimony. We also limit our own opportunity to process how God is 
at work in our lives. 
 
I Love to Tell the Story 
 
As the old hymn goes, the story is not all about me, but founded upon “Jesus and 
His love.” Our stories, our testimonies, point to the saving life, death, and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. But the impact of The Story is not static. My story continues 
to be shaped by The Story. 
 
Think about churchy words like justification, sanctification, and glorification that 
are used to explicate our experience of salvation. Justification—I have been saved 
from the penalty of sin. Sanctification—I am being saved from the power and 
influence of sin. Glorification—I will be saved from the presence of sin. Notice the 
past, present, and future aspects of salvation. 
 
We love to tell our testimonies as if we have fully lived the past, present, and 
future. 
 
My spoken testimony generally follows a scripted outline of God’s definitive plan 
throughout my story. I tell my story as if I am looking back from the vantage point 
of glorification where there is no longer the presence of sin clouding my vision. I 
lose the realness of my story being “not yet” complete, with plenty of unresolved 
experiences and questions. I lose the opportunity to rehearse how the Holy Spirit 
is currently saving me from the power and influence of sin, a process that I have 
not fully understood nor experienced. 
 
I pray that I celebrate the completeness of the Gospel story, the power of God unto 
salvation. But, I hope that we tell our own stories completely, including the rawness 
and unanswered questions. In the end, sharing our real stories brings about 
authentic Christian community and opportunities for spiritual growth. 
 
Let’s tell our stories of burning feathers in the backyard. Let’s be real.

What did the chickens think 
about all of this?

SR

Let’s be real.
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How God used a worn Bible to effect healing! 
 
The role of prayer in the ministry of healing is of great popularity and interest 
these days. Some of today’s Christians are dangerously turning to various forms 
of the healing business in the name of Christianity. Incidentally, some Seventh 
Day Baptist youths joined this ‘’Bandwagon’’ and got swept away with the 
circumstances, in attempts of trying to find solutions to life’s challenges.  
 
In view of this, the SDB church in Arusha, Tanzania, launched the intercessory 
prayer program, to help offer the joy, tranquility, and power that its congrega-
tion seeks, as satanic maneuvers that are close to the genuine are recognized 
and noted. Basically, we instill in people’s minds that personal early morning 
prayers and meditation offer the power and wisdom needed to meet today’s 
challenges, inclusive of each day’s encounters. 
 
In essence, the psalmist asserts: 
 
“In the morning, oh Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning, I lay my requests 
before you and wait in expectation.’’ (Psalms 5:3 NIV) 
 

Wonders of a Tattered Bible 
 

By Pastor Robango Ryakitimbo
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We have found that it is vital for early morning prayers 
to be said prior to church service. Personally applying 
this practice shows the vitality of the pastors, leading 
by example in demonstrating genuine spirituality, so 
that people do not cross dangerous boundaries. Exper-
ience has shown that pastors need to necessarily find 
time for empowering dialogue with God, when press-
ing needs are seemingly overwhelming.  
 
Nevertheless, the question here is: What is the proper 
balance between prayer, Bible study, and ministry? 
Basically, we bank on, or rely on, church programs 
to stipulate for all church affairs. 
 
The Arusha church has three Bibles used by prayer 
warriors in the processes. However, God chose a 
simple, well-marked, and well-worn Bible. Its woven 
cover protrudes here and there, but we wouldn’t 
dream replacing it. This simple Bible connects us to 
something very special—time (and occasions) spent 
with the heavenly Father. Inspired thoughts come 
from it, as the pastor reads the words contained 
there, and the underlined verses that bring peace or 
encouragement.  
 
Next is the pastoral notebook, full of prayer needs 
and dates of requested and answered prayers. It  
also has a pastor’s daily calendar. A shelf within the 
pulpit or altar contains clothes of people who cannot 
make their way to the church for prayers to be said 
in their presence. Again, there are photos which the 
pastor may hold as he prays for persons who are not 
in attendance. Sometimes demon-possessed people 
are brought to church for deliverance intervention. 
The scenario ventilates evil spirits being rebuked 
and cast out of the victims as they show up. 
 
Scriptural reading includes from the Old and New 
Testaments. Verses such as “.…faith comes from 
hearing the message, and the message is heard 
through the word of Christ’’ (Romans 10:17 NIV) are 
utilized. Sometimes one Psalm, and a chapter of 
Proverbs are read.  
 
The big picture here is that the Bible asserts that 
while we’re yet sinners, Christ died for us and we 
are no longer captives or victims of sinful tyranny. 
‘’Our power is made perfect in weakness...’’  
(2 Corinthians 12:9 NIV) 
 
There is always the need for a pastor to spend time 
in private prayer for specific family needs or for bed-
ridden elderly people requiring prayer intervention 
for their health condition. Yet, there are also occasions 
when people let the cares of the world and the 
business that fill their lives crowd out prayer in the 
challenging times. 

Once we may miss Saturday (Sabbath) church 
service, it’s easy to miss a weekend or two and the 
connection to God is not as strong.  
 
Deliverance records are worth keeping. Churches 
keep such records to improve strategies of the 
ministry of healing, and somehow this helps pastors 
stay focused on the needs of the people. Reading 
‘’prayer requests’’ is a special moment to strategize 
prayers through relevant scripture texts.  
 
Sometimes we see prayers answered almost before 
the “amen’’ is sounded—and sometimes we wonder 
if God is listening. All in all, we know that Sabbath’s 
intercessory prayers are effective and do present 
peoples’ burdens to the one who cares and hears 
and answers.  
 
Jesus wants us to be more practical in the ministry of 
healing “and these signs will accompany those who 
believe, in my name they will drive out demons… 
they will pick up snakes with their hands…they will 
place their hands on sick people, and they’ll get 
well.’’ (Mark 16:17-18 NIV) 
 
Christ’s abiding presence assures that heaven and 
earth pass away, but His Word does not. Great is His 
faithfulness “...His faithfulness is a shield and rampart.’’ 
(Psalms 91:4 NIV) 
 
Prayers are not only the source of power that inter-
venes into someone’s plight, but they also bring joy 
and comfort. They also lay a foundation for the 
devotional life of the pastor who is leading the exer-
cises, the delivered inclusive. Early morning prayers 
seek for daily spiritual renewal which has never 
been easy. Martin Luther regarded prayer as “the 
hardest work of all…a labor above all labors, since he 
who prays must wage a mighty warfare against the 
doubt and murmuring expressed by the faint heart-
edness and unworthiness we all feel in us.’’  
 
Furthermore, a delivered person ‘’watches’’ in his 
daily walk and continually “sounds the battle cry’’ 
for daily victory. Luther spent up to three hours in 
prayer and meditation in the evening. He wrote 
“whatever good may be done is done and brought 
about by prayer…against force. There is no help but 
prayer alone.’’ 
 
Once a prayer warrior, always a prayer warrior.    

 
Pastor Robango Ryakitimbo is the General Secretary of 
the Tanzania Seventh Day Baptist Conference, is married 
to his wife Pendo and they have four children and five 
grandchildren. Pastor Robango is a theologian who 
studied law and journalism, and has been a school teacher 
and administrator for 15 years. He also worked with the 
United Nations.

SR
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Just over twenty years ago, a music minister 
heard the call of the Lord to be a pastor. He trained 
under well-known Christian pastors and leaders. 
Studying the Word of the Lord, he became an 
excellent Bible teacher. His passion for Jehovah 
caused him to walk closely with his God. He desired 
that all would come to know his loving Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Eventually, he met his true soulmate, 
a woman whose talents and knowledge of the 
scriptures complimented his skills greatly. So “he” 
became “we” and together they served a growing, 
loving, congregation.  
 
Early in his service, this pastor also heard a 
special and specific call from God. In response, 
he committed to say “yes” to every request to 
marry a couple. His statement was, “I may be the 
only picture of Christ to step foot in a couple’s life. I 
will not refuse any invitation to potentially bring 
the Gospel to any couple who asks me to perform 
their wedding ceremony.” 
 
This part of his ministry began within his own 
church, but soon the news spread of his likeable, 
accepting personality. He was selfless with a fun 
sense of humor, and had a knack for getting others 
to tell their stories. Intently, he listened without 
judgment. Because of his life walk, his witness for 
the Lord required very few words. He was not a 
perfect man, pastor, husband, or father, but his ways 
were filled with God’s love for others. His popularity 
grew. Word spread to wedding planners through-
out the city and surrounding locale. They regularly 
referred clients to him. Couples had to set their 
date and reserve their reception venue for when 
he was available!   
 
This is how God brought people to this pastor to 
counsel and marry. Putting Salvation first, he gently 
witnessed for Jesus in their lives. Certainly, the 
circumstances varied greatly between couples, but 
with God’s guidance, this pastor’s commitment was 
carried out. It was not unusual to meet a couple 
who said, “We are not believers and do not want 
God mentioned in our wedding ceremony.” To 
which he responded, “Okay, I can do that, but I need  

 
to ask, how do you intend to introduce me to your 
families? Will you explain my presence and 
officiating of your wedding to your congregation?” 
Those questions would begin the marriage counsel-
ing sessions. It would start a discussion and pastoral 
relationship in which they would be presented with 
their need for the Savior.  
 
This pastor would counsel couples throughout the 
same days and weeks he was carrying out a full-
time ministry. Along with sermon writing, worship 
service planning, Bible study lessons, and caring 
for a flourishing congregation, he often officiated 
at four to six weddings per weekend (and some-
times more!). This was in addition to the year 
‘round weekend services at his church. One can 
calculate this pastor was performing between 
200-300 weddings per year. Multiplying that 
number by God’s call to this commitment for 18 
years, equals a most amazing number of over 5,000 
weddings ceremonies performed by one man. 
 
At this point, you might be questioning the truth 
of this story. However, it is backed by the meticu-
lous records this pastor kept of the multitude of 
couples God brought to him. Following his early  
in-life passing to heaven, boxes and boxes of file 
folders were found in his offices, both in his church 
and at his home. Each one bore his meticulous 
handwriting on the label: the names of a bride and 
a groom, a date and the place of their scheduled 
ceremony. Of course, all contents were removed, 
including anything personal, but the sheer number 
of these record files was astounding! In all, there 
were twenty boxes packed full of emptied wedding 
files representing couple after couple. 
 
How do we know without a doubt that God 
honored this pastor’s commitment to his calling? 
The answer is revealed in a brief comment his 
widow made when asked about the multitude of 
files. She quietly stated, “Well, there were also 
boxes and boxes of more files noting the dates, 
times, and locations of the baptisms of the child‐
ren of these couples.” And so, God multiplied the 
witness of this pastor, according to His Word. SR

This article is based on a real life. It is a true story written in anonymity on request of the family. 

A Ministry of Wedding Stories
Commit your works to the LORD, and your plans will be established.   

—Proverbs 16:3 NASB
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Psalm 145, a psalm of praise written by David, reminds 
us of the great love of God for His creation, especially 
people. We as His people are reminded about how and 
when and why we should praise our Creator. Verses 1-3 
tell us how (I will praise Your name forever and ever), 
when (every day I will praise you), and why (You are 
most worthy of praise). 
 
Verse 4 says: One generation will commend your (God’s) 
works to another, they will tell of your mighty acts. 
How are you doing with this? Do the younger members 
of your church know how your church was founded? 
Have the younger members of your congregation been 
introduced to or told about the saints of your church 
from the beginning of your ministry? Do your older mem-
bers talk about how God was with you through the years 
of growth, struggles, building projects, baptisms, etc.? 
Do your younger members know who some of the older 
members are? Do your older members spend time with 
the newer members? Does the older generation of your 
church know who is part of the newer generation of your 
church? We can’t live in the past, but we should share 
and learn from the past so God can be glorified for what 
He did through the years. 
 
Verses 8-9 remind us of what God is: gracious and 
compassionate, slow to anger, rich in love, good to all.    
What a wonderful God we have who interacts with 
His sinful creation, who lavishes His love on us, who 
demonstrates such mercy. 
 
Verses 10-13 tell us that there is coming a time when 
ALL creation will bless and praise the Lord. David 
didn’t write “most of” or “some of” or “a few members 
of” or a “good number of”—he wrote ALL! When will 

that happen? Read Revelation 5:13: “Then I heard every 
creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth 
and on the sea and all that is in them singing: To Him 
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb, be praise 
and honor and glory and power, forever and ever.” 
 
Read Revelation 7:9-10: “There was before me a great 
multitude that no one could count from every nation, 
tribe, people, and language, standing before the 
throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing 
white robes and were holding palm branches in their 
hand. They cried out in a loud voice: Salvation belongs 
to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 
 
Psalm 145:13b declares that the Lord is faithful to all 
His promises. What promises has He kept for you? 
How about some of the following? 
 
John 3:16—For God so loved the world that He gave 
His one and only Son, that whosoever believes in Him 
will not perish, but will have everlasting life. 
 
Psalm 55:22—Cast your  cares on the Lord, and He will 
sustain you. He will never let the righteous fall. 
 
1 John 1:9—If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
just and will forgive all our sins, and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 
 
Verse 14 in Psalm 145 says that Lord will uphold all 
those who fall. The Lord will carry our burdens. What 
burdens can you ask God to help you with? Sorrow? 
Disappointment? Sin? Bitterness? Jealousy? Sickness?  
Financial worries? 
 

By Charlotte Chroniger, Conference President

“Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise;  His greatness no one can fathom.” 
Psalm 145:3

Continued on next page...
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Verse 15-16 remind us that God will supply our needs.  
There is a wonderful story about George Mueller who 
ran an orphanage in England. He prayed daily for food 
for the children. One day there was no food in the 
orphanage, but he told the children to thank God for 
the food that God would provide. Remarkably a bread 
wagon and a milk wagon both broke down in front of 
the orphanage—God did provide! Think of the times 
God provided for your family’s needs or the needs of 
your church. 
 
The Psalm concludes with David declaring that he 
would speak in praise of the Lord, and that every 
creature would praise the name of the Lord forever 
and ever. How are we doing with our praise of our 
great and mighty God: the Creator of the universe, the 
One who died on the cross for us, the One who 
continues to guide and teach us? 
 
I hope you can come to Conference 2023 at Calvin 
University in Grand Rapids, Michigan, where we will 
be given opportunities to praise and glorify God and 
to learn from His Word (the Psalms). Let’s reconnect 
with each other, encourage and love each other, and 
enjoy the fellowship of God’s people. Let’s celebrate 
the greatness of our God!

CORRECTION: 
In the January Sabbath Recorder, a portion of the 
article on Charlotte’s page was not included. We 
apologize for the error. This is the remainder of her 
January article:

Rev. William Mead Jones 
Continued from page 15

Week.” Jones, a master of Hebrew and Arabic and, well 
acquainted with Syriac, Greek, Latin, French, and Dutch, 
worked along with Louis Lucien Bonaparte, Napoleon 
Bonaparte’s nephew, whose speciality was European 
languages, to make a table comprising the names of the 
days of the week in 160 languages—showing that in 108 
of these “Saturday” was called “Seventh Day,” “Sabbath,” 
or “Rest Day” and in all of them, Saturday was the 
seventh day. In 1878, Jones became acquainted with 
Bonaparte, who lived in London, when the latter 
attended the Mill Yard Church. 
 
In 1886, an honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity was 
conferred upon William Mead Jones by the University  
of Alfred, Alfred, NY, a Seventh-day Baptist institution  

at the time. He received the degree in absentia. After 
moving with his new family to London, he did not return 
to the States where his daughter from his first marriage, 
Miriam Jones Babcock, stayed. They never saw each other 
again, but their saved correspondence paints a wonderful 
picture of their lives.  
 
From his journals and letters that he has preserved for us, 
we see that, especially in his early years, he was a man of 
great compassion, also guilt-ridden over his feelings of 
not fulfilling God’s work, very scholarly and fiercely 
devoted to his beliefs, being Emancipation or the Sabbath 
question. During his missionary years he gave his life and 
that of his family to the work of God. 

The Bible is the only true guide we have to use for our 
life. We are blessed that our Seventh Day Baptist 
pastors preach and share the truth of God’s Word.  
What Bible studies or Bible passages were helpful to 
you this past year? What new Biblical truths did you 
discover in 2022? Celebrate the truths that God will 
reveal to you in 2023. 
  
We are also celebrating that God has opened a door 
for us to experience the love, joy, hope, and peace of 
Christ during our General Conference gathering at 
Calvin University, Grand Rapids, Michigan, July 23-30, 
2023. Thanks to John Pethtel for his tireless efforts to 
make this happen (along with God’s help, of course)!  
  
I will be contacting those of you who had agreed to 
be involved with the 2022 Conference to see if you are 
willing to serve for our 2023 Conference. I really hope 
you can join us! Think of 2023 Conference as a “coming 
home” after three years without gathering as our SDB 
family. We want to celebrate the greatness of our God!SR
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In the summer of 1848, Jones and his wife started keeping 
the Sabbath but still returned to Hayti under the auspices 
of the Baptist Church. This second time, he held meetings 
on both Saturday and Sunday in his home. On arriving 
back to Hayti, Jones was happy to “debate the Sabbath 
question” with missionaries of other denominations. He 
heard that one of these men said of him… “Bro. Jones is 
always in hot water” …his retort in his Journal was that “to 
me the person saying that is most recklessly indifferent to the 
feelings and views of others.” 
 
During this time, he baptized Eliza Durant, a 16 year-old 
Haitian girl who worked for them in Port de Paix and had 
become very interested in keeping the seventh-day Sabbath. 
When the Joneses returned to the United States in 1850, 
Eliza went with them and attended Alfred College, Alfred 
NY, then an SDB institution, graduating five years later 
and returned home with a teaching degree. 
 
On June 12, 1850, he received a letter from the American 
Baptist Free Mission Society Board calling him back to 
the United States “because of his views on the Sabbath and  
it is their duty to the heathen to call me home.” (from his 
Journal)  
 
On returning to New York, Jones was enthusiastically 
received by the SDB church elders. For four months he 
travelled to different SDB communities and attended the 
1850 Anniversary SDB sessions in Alfred, NY. Jones then 
became pastor of one of their churches at Shiloh, NJ. In 
the summer of 1852 he was sent by the SDB Missionary 
Society to Canada to report on the need and feasibility of 
setting up a mission in Quebec.  
 
The Seventh-day Baptist Missionary Society decided that 
they would not start a mission in Quebec but in Palestine. 
On March 11, 1854, William Mead Jones, his wife Elizabeth, 
their 9 year-old daughter Martha Miriam, along with the 
Saunders family, set sail for the Holy Land. The Jonses  

 
 
 
 
 
 
resided for the first two years at Jaffa and then moved to 
Jerusalem for the next four and a half years. In May, 1859, 
he baptized, in the Pool of Siloam, Youhanna el Karey 
(Hanna), a Greek Orthodox from Nablous, who had been 
their servant as a young teenager. Hanna went on to London 
with Jones in 1861, studied at a Baptist College, then returned 
to his home country as a very well respected missionary. 
 
William Mead Jones and his daughter, Martha Miriam, 
returned to America via London, England in 1861, after 
the deaths in Jerusalem of an infant daughter in 1859, and 
a year later his wife, Elizabeth. In the States he gave 
lectures on the Holy Land, illustrated with an oxhydrogen 
lantern (a projection apparatus using mirrors and intense 
light), displayed native clothes, which are now in posses-
sion of the SDB Church in Janesville, Wisconsin, and 
showed his photographs taken in and around Jerusalem. 
He was pastor of the Seventh-day Baptist Churches at 
Walworth, WI; Scott, NY; and Rosenhaym, NJ. In 1862, 
he married  for the second time, Theodora Black from 
London, and they had two sons while living in the United 
States.  
 
In 1872, on the death of the Rev. W. H. Black, his father-
in-law, he was called to the Mill Yard Seventh-day Baptist 
Church, London, to take over the former’s position as 
pastor of this 180 year-old church. He continued to toil 
hard to make known his views of the Sabbath, printed 
many tracts and, in 1875, started a quarterly journal 
called “The Sabbath Memorial.” This was devoted to the 
theological, archaeological, and philological aspects of the 
question. He also was engaged upon a work, which he 
published in 1887, under the title of “A Chart of the 
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Rev. William Mead Jones  
(1818-1895) 

His life and convictions as a Seventh Day Baptist, 
Part 2  

 
By Cassie Stanley

William Mead Jones (32 yrs. old), possibly 
December 2, 1850, when the family had their 
daguerreotype taken in New York before going to 
Shiloh.

Cassie Stanley is the great-great granddaughter of William 
Meade Jones, and has been researching his life and ministry. 
She has written this article and the ones that follow specific-
ally for the audience of the Sabbath Recorder. We are glad 
for her work and trust the readers of the SR will be blessed 
by it!                     —Nicholas Kersten, Council on History
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Recently I had to report for jury duty. I had 
tried to get out of it due to my medical 
disabilities that make it extremely difficult for 
me to sit for long periods of time. But those in 
authority said “no” to my doctor’s excuse and 
the neurologist’s explanation that accom-
panied it. So I reported on the required date. 
 
Over 100 of us “potential jurors” waited in line 
to get past the scanners into the building. We 
went up the elevator and, again, waited in a 
long line to enter a room on the 2nd floor. Upon 
finally reaching the entrance of the room, we 
were checked in at a desk with our summons 
and handed a white paper form. One option  
on the form was to write why we should be 
excused from jury duty that week. 
 
After filling out the form and turning it in, there 
was nothing to do but wait. So we did. Some 
napped. Many sat engaged on their phones. 
Others struck up conversations. For over an 
hour, I simply people-watched and tried to 
work on my crossword puzzle.  
 
Finding the latter to be boring, I decided to 
step out onto the patio for some fresh air. There, 
I met a lady who had the same idea and we 
began an exchange. She shared that she had 
medical disabilities also, However, her doctor 
basically said, “suck it up and do your jury 
duty.” So, she did not have a doctor’s backing 
to be excused. She felt that the doctor did not 
listen to her. Her anxiety level was high as she 
told me about her medical issues that would 
be difficult to handle sitting for hours each day 
serving on a jury.   
 
Encouraging her, I spoke about how God pro-
vides for my needs and cares for me. I shared 
some of my good doctor’s contact information. 
When the announcements began for those to  
 

 
be excused, we moved back inside the building 
to hear better. 
 
After finding a seat to listen to the names 
being announced, I thought of another doctor 
or two who might be a good fit for her and 
wrote that information down. When my name 
was called, I walked over to her and gave her 
the additional notes signed, “God Bless You.” 
She thanked me and was happy for me, having 
been excused. 
 
On the way home, I realized it was my “God 
Appointment” that day to meet this one special 
lady at the courthouse. After all, she is also 
one of His children whom He loves dearly. My 
prayer, as I drove away, was for the Holy Spirit 
to use our conversation according to His pur-
poses in her life. I praised and thanked God for 
His divine intervention, asking that He change 
whatever was said to what He wanted her to 
remember. 
 
How big is your God? Can you simply be a “hand 
in His pocket,” waiting patiently to come out 
and do His Good Will? Are you willing to do 
and say what He wants, when He wants, with 
whomever He places you in front of? Are you 
ready to speak lovingly of your daily walk with 
your “Best Friend and Savior,” Jesus, no matter 
the circumstances? Are you open to the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, listening for His 
direction at any moment? 

By Cheri Appel 
 
 
Cheri Appel lives in Palm Desert, California, with her 
husband, near their daughter and family. Being 
retired, she spends her days doing what she enjoys 
most. From her love of writing comes a passion for 
telling God’s stories evident in today’s world. Her 
prayer is for all of us to grow and change in our walk 
with Him.

SR

My “God Appointment”
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Full of Purpose
  Part 4 of a Sermon Series at Shiloh SDB Church  
  by Pastor Tyler Chroniger

I want to do a little recap, if you have been following along, and remind you of 
what this series is about. I want you to know that you are created on purpose 
with a purpose for a purpose. We started with an understanding that we distort 
the image in which we were created. Read Genesis 1:26-27. God creates us in 
His image, His likeness. God shares attributes with humanity. When we distort 
the image in which we were created, the proper response to that is surrender in 
humility through repentance: “God, I am sorry. I got it wrong. I am turning 
from that direction and headed in the direction you want me to go.” This can 
happen—not just at salvation when we turn from sin and turn to God—but can 
happen each and every day. 
 
Secondly, I want to remind you that you were created for God’s glory. I used 
Israel as our starting point from Isaiah 43:6-7. Israel was a group of people 
formed and brought together for the very purpose of God. God says through 
Isaiah, “everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I 
formed and made.” God said, I want this people to be my people. I will draw all 
kinds of people together to this group. There were people all over the place as 
Israel took possession of the Promised Land. There were people grafted in over 
time. Paul would eventually say the Gentiles are grafted in. He used the phrase: 
we are created in Jesus Christ for the praise of His glorious grace.  
 
Last month, I wrote about five ways to bring God glory. These are things we 
can put into action. There were several questions I asked. Are you bearing 
fruit? Are you honoring God with your body? Are you eating or drinking to the 
glory of God? Are you stewarding the grace God gives to serve? Are you doing 
good so that others will give glory to God? Each one of those areas is how we 
can Glorify—acknowledge and reveal the majesty and splendor of (God) by 
one’s actions. Or more simply put: “We Exist to Bring God Glory.” We exist to 
bring God glory—to make His name known; to make His splendor known; to 
make His glory known. Remember our goal in these messages is to understand 
our purpose in this world. Our goal is to become people full of purpose. So 
today is the next step in the process. We exist to bring God glory through worship. 
 

Open  the  Box

Continued on the next page...
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Let me start with a question. How many of you like 
getting presents? Do you always know exactly what is in 
it? How many of you order so many things online that 
you forget what you ordered? Maybe there is some sort  
of indication. You might assume it’s big. You might assume 
it’s something you want. When will you know what’s in 
the box? When you open it.  
 
A lot of us have a big problem when it comes to the box of 
our lives. We very rarely open the box because we stay in the 
place where we think we know what exactly will happen. 
What exactly is necessary? What exactly God desires or 
will do? We think that what is in the “box” is the limit of 
the possible. We think that what is in the “box” is the limit 
of desire. We think that what is in the “box” is the limit of 
all God has for us. We think that what is in the “box” is 
what is the only thing that is sacred. We think that what is 
in the “box” is the limitation of what God is calling us to. 
As long as we don’t open the box, we will never experience 
all that God has for us. As long as we don’t open the box, 
we will stay stuck with the dilemma of whether my walk 
with Christ alive or dead. The hope for this message is that 
when we open the box, we will rediscover what it means 
to worship the God who created us. We will rediscover 
that our walk with Christ is alive because of who He is 
and what He has done in our lives. We will rediscover 
that what we tried to keep hidden in a box, in the back of 
our closet, was never what God intended for us. 
 
First and foremost, we need to understand what God has 
said about idols. The box we have, or the thing we think is 
in the box, has become an idol to us. God says in Exodus 
20 verse 5: “You shall not bow down to them or worship them; 
for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the 
children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth 
generation of those who hate me.” What is God saying to the 
children of Israel? He is saying that the thing that you 
have carved, the thing you have created with your hands 
is not a God at all. You shall not bow down and worship 
those things. The word “worship” is defined as become 
subject to them, serve them. When we think that our way 
of worship is the only right way of worship, is the best 
expression of worship, when we hold tightly on to that 
box, we have created an idol in the place of God. Why? 

The expression of worship is what we are worshiping. 
The expression of worship we enjoy becomes the object 
of our worship as opposed to God. Simply put, stop 
making your preference an idol.  
 
We make other things idols in our lives. We put other 
things on the pedestal of our hearts. Jesus would tell us in 
Luke 9:57-62 several areas in our lives which we put in 
the place before God.  
 
Jesus tells us that comforts get in the way in verse 58. If 
we follow Jesus, we might not have a place to rest our 
head. Jesus tells us that family can become an idol in 
verses 59 through 61. Jesus tells us that what once was can 
become an idol in verse 62. All these areas become idols 
for us. They stop us from worshiping God for who He is. 
We will worship these other things instead of making God 
the priority in our lives. Jesus knew this concept regarding 
idol worship.  
 
When Jesus is tempted in Matthew 4:10, Jesus states, 
“Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord 
your God and serve him only.’” There is only one person 
worthy of worship. There is only one person who should 
have our worship. That is God! He created us—we are in 
His image. He formed us and we are designed to bring 
Him glory. We are to worship God alone. All the other 
things, like our style of worship, our comforts, our family, 
our work, what once was, become idols in the place of 
our worship of God.  
 
If God is not our focus of worship, our response should 
be repentance: God, I got it wrong. I was focused on the 
wrong things. I idolized my marriage. I idolized my family. 
I idolized my job. I idolized material possessions. I idol-
ized comforts. I repent from idolizing those things and 
desire to have you be the center, the source, the number 
one priority in my life.  
 
We need to stop allowing the things we idolize to take the 
place of God. There are things that take the place of God 
in our life and so we repent of those idols, we cast down 
those idols. It’s not that we don’t love our family. It’s not 
that we don’t love or enjoy comforts, the blessings of God. 

Continued from previous page...

As long as we don’t  
open the box,  

we will never experience 
all that God has for us.
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It’s not that we don’t love our job. What happens if those 
things were taken away and we are be left with nothing? 
Our heart becomes hard against God because we didn’t 
have Him first in our life. You shall have no other gods 
before me. If we can clear the idols out of our box, we will 
have a better understanding of what worship looks like or 
what worship is or isn’t.  
 
I could end right there simply telling you that the priority 
of your worship should be God. While that is true, and 
good and right, I don’t want to leave you there. I want to 
walk you through a familiar passage regarding worship 
because there are some specific things that worship isn’t 
confined to. The passage is John 4:16-26. Take some time 
to read through that passage as I walk through the four 
things worship isn’t confined to.   
 
The first thing I want you to notice is what it says in John 
4:20 and 21. The woman and Jesus are exchanging about 
the proper place to worship. She says it must be here on 
this mountain and she says the Jews say it is in Jerusalem. 
The argument is we must worship at a specific location, but 
which is correct? Jesus answers her that it won’t be here 
or there. This must be confusing. What does He mean 
that it will be neither here nor there? What does Jesus 
mean that there isn’t a right place to worship? I want you 
to fast forward in time to Acts 2.   
 
In Acts 2:42-47, it says that the people did gather in a 
specific place at a specific time to worship but that their 
worship extended from the temple courts into their homes. 
Not only was it extended from one location to another, but 
they did this daily. Basically put, the worship didn’t stop 
when they left the building and it continued each day. This 
is what I believe Jesus’ point is in John 4. Worship of God 
is not confined to a location or a time. It’s not on this 
mountain or in that city—it is wherever you are focused 
on who God is. The psalmist would write in Psalm 150, 
“Praise the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in 
his mighty heavens.” Praise God everywhere at all times—
or as Jesus puts it, “the hour is coming when neither here nor 
there will you worship the father.” So, the hour of your week 
you spend “worshiping God,” doesn’t have to stay an hour 
a week. When God is the center of it all, you are going to 
want to worship God every day. No matter where you are, 
no matter what you are going through, no matter what you 
are doing. Worship is not confined to a time or place.  
 
Secondly, Worship is not confined to style. This is a little 
more obscure to track through this passage but stay with 
me. The context of John 4 has to do with the difference 

between Jews and Samaritans. In John 4:9 we see that Jews 
do not associate with Samaritans, but why? We need to 
look at some historical context to help with this.  
 
Samaritans claimed to be descended from the Israelites of 
ancient Samaria who were not expelled by the Assyrian 
conquerors of the northern kingdom of Israel in 722 BCE. 
They had their own sacred precinct on Mount Gerizim 
and claimed that it was the original sanctuary. Moreover, 
they claimed that their version of the Pentateuch was the 
original and that the Jews had a falsified text produced by 
Ezra during the Babylonian exile. Both Jewish and Samar-
itan religious leaders taught that it was wrong to have any 
contact with the opposite group, and neither was to enter 
the other’s territories or even to speak to the other. During 
the New Testament period, the tensions were exploited 
by Roman authorities like they had done between rival tribal 
factions elsewhere. Josephus reports numerous violent 
confrontations between Jews and Samaritans throughout 
the first half of the first century. 
 
This context is important to note because the woman 
uses it to makes a comparison. She says “our forefathers 
worshiped this way at this place. Your forefathers worshiped 
at your place your way.” Based on the historical context, 
and how she points back to the forefathers, can we assume 
that there might have been some differences in the style of 
worship? I don’t think it’s much of a stretch to say that the 
Sarmatians had some nuance which they preferred while 
the Jews had some nuances they preferred. For me it 
seems logical, but the point is, Jesus says even this is 
changing. Basically, Jesus says in John 4 whatever your 
previous thoughts about worship were, I am going to 
change it. Whatever you felt was necessary to do, it will 
be different. Whatever traditions you set up, whatever 
systems you put in place, and whatever you believe the 
right way to worship is, it will be completely changed. 
Why? Because Jesus has our heart. Because Jesus is the 
focus. Because God is the priority not the style we keep.  
 
Thirdly, I want to address this point, but it doesn’t come 
from John 4. Worship is not confined to an order, but it 
should have order. There should be some organization to 
our way of worship, but the way of worship can be what-
ever it needs to be. Paul addresses this in 1 Corinthians 
14:26-33. In verse 26, it describes what kinds of things 
were happening in the church service. There were hymns. 
Someone taught a lesson. Someone had a revelation. 
Someone spoke in a tongue or had an interpretation of a 
tongue. Paul says there is some order to these things, but 
the point of these things is to build up. He goes on to 

Worship is not confined to a time or place. 
Continued on the next page...
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Jesus is the center 
of worship

describe how prophets were to speak in order. I think it 
is important for us to understand that just because we 
have an order to our services, it doesn’t mean it has to 
stay that way. Again, saying that when we hold on tightly 
to a way of doing things, we tend to make that thing an 
idol—instead of worshiping God for who He is.  
 
Fourthly, I want to jump back to John 4 and verse 23. 
Jesus says, “But the hour is coming, and is now here, when 
the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him.” 
The language He is using here is interesting. He talks about 
how people are true worshipers. I have this question. If 
there are true worshipers, can there be false worshipers? 
Can you come to a service and be a false worshipper? I 
think the answer is “yes.” This is the type of person you 
are: You just want to get enough of God to put your mind 
at ease. You came to church this week, so you put in your 
quota. You are here because this is what you have done 
for years. You are here but you don’t get anything out of 
the service. Why are you here? Are you here because 
you have done these things for a generation or because 
you love God? Are you here because you desire to make 
God the number one priority in your life, or are you here 
because its just what you do? If this is your first time in 
church in awhile, or if this is the first time you have been 
listening, praise God for you. You have started your journey 
taking a step of faith. See, maybe you came in seeking. 
Maybe you came in broken, but you realized that there is 
something happening—you want to be a part of what 
God is doing. I would argue that you are seeking to be a 
true worshiper.  
 
In verse 23, Jesus says that a true worshiper worships 
God. Right off the bat, if you aren’t worshiping God, you 
probably aren’t a true worshiper. He goes on to say that 
the true worshiper worships in spirit. I want you to read 
Romans 12:1. Paul says that when we present our bodies 
as living sacrifices, this is our spiritual worship. This is 
interesting because it means that every time, we enter the 
presence of God we are laying ourself, our desires, our 
hopes, and dreams on the altar. It means that everything 
we want to happen takes a backseat to what God wants 
to do in us and through us. Paul says that is what is holy 
and acceptable to God. Paul also says that when we are 
filled with the Spirit we make expressions from our heart 
(in Ephesians 5:18-20). Allowing the spirit to take hold 
of and guide and lead our expression of worship, by 
laying ourself down, are just two areas in which we 
worship God in spirit.  
 
The other thing Jesus says is that a true worshiper 
worships in truth. When Jesus uses the word “truth,”  
He doesn’t mean your truth or my truth: what I believe 
based on what I know. The truth Jesus is talking about is 

what is the whole truth. The whole counsel of Scripture. 
We don’t get to pick and choose what we think is right or 
wrong. The truth that Jesus is talking about only comes 
from the Spirit. John 14:15-27 help us understand this 
point. We will know and understand what truth is when 
we become teachable. Some of us are so hard-hearted to 
the things of God that we wouldn’t know if the Holy Spirit 
was speaking to us. To be teachable, we need to submit. 
We will know and understand what truth is when we 
submit to the teaching of the Holy Spirit. We will know 
and understand what truth is when we submit to the 
reminding the Holy Spirit gives. We will know and under-
stand what truth is when we submit to the mission of 
God for our lives.  
 
All these things mentioned are ways we try to confine 
worship in the box of our lives, but I want to leave you 
with this final thought. Open the box. When Jesus 
comes on the scene in John 4, He says that He is coming 
to remove the barriers that have been put in place that 
keep us bound. In essence, Jesus changes the traditions, 
the styles, the music, the order, the location, the time, the 
idols we have set up. Yes, there are things to be done to 
worship but the most important thing is that Jesus is the 
center of worship. This is the ultimate form of spirit and 
truth: Jesus at the center of it all. I allow my spirit to 
commune with the Holy Spirit. I allow the truth of 
scripture, the truth of what God has done for me, to 
wash over me. I allow the truth of my sin and shame to 
cause reflections. All these things should cause me to 
worship. I bow down to our Creator. I bow down to the 
One who made me. I bow down because I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made. I bow down to One who rescued 
me. I opened the box and I finally get to see what 
worship is about. SR



The South Atlantic Association in its 2021 Conference 
Session commissioned a committee to revive South Atlantic 
Association Training (SALT) program to begin 2022. The 
committee, using as its mandate 2 Timothy 2:15 “Study to 
show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needed 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth,” began 
classes January 2022, on the fourth Sunday of each month 
with the exception of April and July. Classes met on Zoom 
because of COVID 19 with one in-person class. The in-person 
class met at Daytona Beach SDB Church, hosted by Pastor 
Ben and Marcela Figueroa. 
 
SALT is a two-year leadership training program, but individuals 
can choose not to go on to the second year. Module 1 classes 
covered: (1) Growing Toward Spiritual Maturity, (2) New 
Testament Survey, (3) Biblical Beliefs, (4) Principles of Biblical 
Interpretation, (5) SDB History, (6) SDB Polity & Parliamentary 
Procedures, (7) Leadership, and (8) Biblical Stewardship. 
SALT had some of the most qualified instructors in the 
General Conference: Pastors Nate Crandall, Carl Greene, Nick 
Kersten, John Pethtel, Luis Lovelace, Garfield Miller, Jasmine 
Lynch, Andrew Samuels, and Author Janet Thorngate. 
 
The Graduation Program was held Friday evening, November 
11 at the South Atlantic Association Annual Gathering at the 
Royal Palm Beach Cultural Center. We were blessed to have 
more than 120 individuals in attendance who stood as the 
graduates marched in with lighted candles singing the song 
“Go Light Your Candles.” Fifteen of the graduates received a 
Completion Certificate and four a Participation Certificate.  
 
The class Valedictorian, Odienne Wilson, gave an inspiring and 
challenging message to her classmates to go out and light 
their candles. The Keynote speaker, Brother Don Graffius, 
challenged the graduating class to walk with God and to talk 
with God. He also spoke about seven characteristics of great 
leaders: 1) Great leaders are prepared and plan for the 
opportunities that God will present; 2) Great leaders assess 
people’s spiritual ability; 3) Great leaders have vision, build 
teams, and communicate vision; 4) Great leaders expect 
opposition; 5) Great leaders have excellent work habits and 
demonstrate integrity; 6) Great leaders know when to say 
“no”; 7) Great (Christian) leaders make scripture a top 
priority. The program ended with the Praise Team singing 
the Association theme song, “Daystar.” 
 

We look forward to a number of those students taking 
Module 2. Year 2 Advanced Year (Students must complete 
year 1 to take Year 2): 
1. Sabbath Theology 
2. Old Testament Survey 
3. Church Administration 
4. Practical Ministries: Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Baby  

Dedications 
5. Homiletics: the development and delivery of sermons 
6. Evangelism 
7. Christian Education: Sabbath School, Youth Ministries,  

Discipleship, Philosophy of Camping 
8. Christian Counseling 
 
We give special thanks to the Memorial Fund for a grant of 
$5,000.00, which along with a registration fee of $25.00 per 
student, covered the cost of the program. We anticipate classes 
to be held virtually and in-person in 2023 and the Memorial 
Fund has already approved a grant for it. Our sincere gratitude 
to all the churches that promoted the program and supported 
the students. A heartfelt thank you to all the instructors for 
volunteering their services and the Daytona Beach Church for 
hosting the in-person class. Hats off to all the graduates! 
 

Certificate of Graduation                               
Sharon Dailey 
Marcela Figueroa 
Jason Gordon 
Ishmael Grandison 
Evan Kane 
Lauren Kinlocke-Philibert 
Donna Lynch 
Cynthia Miller 
Heather Muschette 
Nicole Rose-Cole 
Andrea Rose-English 
Kerone Samuels 
Avis Springer 
Odienne Wilson (Valedictorian) 
Diane Wilson Miller 

Certificate of Participation 
Laura Robinson 
Kay Samuels 
Tsafiq Samuels 
Reta Wilmot 

— By Jasmine Lynch
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South Atlantic Leadership Training (SALT)

Valedictorian Odienne Miller‐Wilson receives certificate 
and gift from Leonie Wilson

SALT Graduating class. 2022

SR
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Starting the Seventh Day Baptist work in Tanzania was like “biting off what one 
cannot chew.’’ We struggled greatly like Masai herd boys in the tireless effort of 
containing scattered goats in the middle of nowhere. 
 
There were issues of “life” or “living,” with which we had to contend, and where 
do you begin to minister in so large a territory in East Africa? 
 
Obviously, pioneering in the Christian life isn’t an easy thing. There is one 
scripture that followed the pioneers “into the unknown,’’ that being Proverbs 3:5-6: 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in 
all your ways acknowledge him and he will make your paths straight.’’ 
 
We could wander aimlessly for weeks and months and not meet the same people 
twice. Thankfully, after prayers and communications, the then SDB Missionary 
Society Executive Director, George Kirk Looper, came on a missionary trip to 
Tanzania to “kick start’’ the SDB mission work. He presented us with a great 
opportunity to meet not only the same people, but also to spread SDB wings to  
10 other regions of Tanzania through seminars and meetings. 
 
This opened many doors, and the mission work has so far been a success story. 
Many people whom we know, and some that we didn’t know before, came to faith 
in Jesus Christ because they heard testimonies of the Lord changing people’s 
lives. The Missionary Society facilitated not only the mission launch, but also for 
the road ahead to keep the wheel rolling. 

 

SDB Missionary Society  

How the Lord Got the 
SDB Work Started in Tanzania

By Pastor Robango Ryakitimbo, General Secretary  
Tanzania Seventh Day Baptist Conference 

President Danny Lee of SDB Missionary Society at Kigoma SDB Church, Tanzania. 2019
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Leadership seminars in 2014 and 2021 by Pastors 
JR Shick and Andy Samuels, Bible teachings and 
sermons of President Danny and Danita Lee in 2020, 
and not forgetting “the Tanzania mission of 2018,’’ 
all had a significant impact on church growth. These 
impacts also ventilated that Christian behavior 
towards giving was vital for church advancement.  
 
The spirit kept on moving and experience has 
shown us that the interests of “church maintenance” 
need not override those of the ‘’mission.’’ We may 
treat persons according to our feelings or accord-
ing to Jesus’ mode—our choice to reach out or not 
has eternal consequences. Inasmuch as we do it to 
the least of God’s children, we do it to him. 
 
What it means to be a Christian and what people 
need to do to become Christians was the bottom 
line of our outreach programs. The power to 
become a child of God is a premise upon which we 
help people to build their faith, helping them to 
attain a teachable status. As written by the Apostle 
John: “he came to his own and they rejected him, 
but to those who received him, he gave the power 
to become the children of God.” (John 1:11-12) 
 
We have learned that receiving Jesus and His 
purpose leads to the embracing of the process. 
John is clearly advocating that spiritual growth 
does not come as a result of receiving a creed or a 
list of doctrines. It comes as a result of receiving a 
person, and that person is Jesus Christ.  
 

Christians are called to minister to, and invite to 
discipleship, people from all walks of life. (Mathew 
28:19-20, Revelation 14:6). In this, we embrace 
everyone as the song goes “whosoever will, may 
come”—and this includes people coming from 
other beliefs.  
 
Obviously, we do not have the option to ignore, 
reject, or marginalize them, nor should we do this 
to anyone else, since all persons are important to 
God. So the question becomes, “How do we make 
room for everyone?” 
 
This question remains to be answered all in all,  
and we found ourselves with the responsibility to 
welcome everyone as well as involve everyone, not 
forgetting what John wrote, “…whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish...’’ (John 3:16) 
 
Without any shadow of doubt, God was exceed-
ingly faithful in terms of providence to our pioneer 
pastors on issues of living and survival. As the 
apostle Paul wrote, “My God shall supply all your 
needs according to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus.’’ (Philippians 4:19). 
 
Paul spoke to us, and it was about more than 
simply money. It was about sustainable projects, 
worship facilities, ministerial training, and all that 
would make ‘’the wheel of the Gospel continue to 
roll.’’ Thanks for the Missionary Society for 
honoring its call under God.   

Pastor Robango Ryakitimbo preaching on open grounds in one of the SDB crowds back in 2014.
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The Book of 

Revelation: 

The Seven Seals 
Part 7 

 

Study Lesson 23 by Dennis Coleman, 

Seventh Day Baptist Church of Shiloh, NJ

Did you do your homework (reading Mathew 
24)? If you haven’t I encourage you to do so. 
 
Today we are continuing with Revelation 6:12-17 
which describes the destruction which comes 
with “...the great day of His wrath…” Is what we 
see here literal or figurative? If they are a meta-
phor, what do they stand for? The answer to 
these questions will help us understand what 
we should be looking for as mankind moves 
forward towards the end. But where we would 
like to see a clear picture of the events to come, 
we find that the commentaries and experts are 
all over the map. Here, we must simply trust in 
the Holy Spirit to help us see and interpret the 
times, knowing the hope of our future inherit-
ance that we have in Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:3-5). 
 
Prayer Time 
Heavenly Father, we acknowledge that the events 
and times described in Revelation are in Your 
hands. Help us to trust in Your perfect plan and 
righteous judgment, that we may follow You 
(our Lord) through even the most difficult of 
times. 
 
The Sixth Seal 
I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and 
behold, there was a great earthquake; and the 
sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the 
moon became like blood. 

—Revelation 6:12 

It seems as if the interpretations of the sixth seal 
follow one of three different trains of thought:  
1.) the events described will happen literally as 
described sometime in the future; 2.) the events 
are literal and have already started; and 3.) the 
events are metaphorical, representing major 
changes on earth and perhaps major changes 
in the church. The one thing that all of these 
interpretations seem to agree on is that the sixth 
seal represents a period of major change brought 
about as the wrath of God is poured out upon 
the earth. 
 
In acknowledging these different views, I want 
to remind everyone of the warning given in 
Matthew 24:4-5 and I encourage you to check 
the source of any interpretation of these events 
(and for that matter of any interpretation of what 
is described in the Bible). I tend to rely heavily 
on biblehub.com which makes available the 
text of about 41 different commentaries which 
can be searched and can be read side by side. 
Even then, what I see are areas of agreement 
and of disagreement, but in each case there is 
an attempt at what I believe to be a Christ-
centered interpretation of the Bible. When 
looking at other (any) sources we must examine 
whether or not the interpretations come from a 
Christ-centered perspective or from an attempt 
to justify some other religious doctrine. 
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A Great Earthquake 
When the seal is opened John sees a great earthquake. 
Some interpretations see this as a literal earthquake 
that will occur with such violence as to be more note-
worthy than previous quakes. There are groups of 
people, including another group of Sabbath keepers, 
who believe this earthquake has already occurred.  
(I have my doubts about this interpretation since the 
stars have not yet fallen.) Then there are those who see 
this as metaphorical, revealing events such as the fall 
of Jerusalem. (Meyer’s NT Commentary addresses this, 
questioning the validity of this interpretation, although 
here I must admit that Meyer’s is sometimes more 
confusing than the verses of the Bible.) Meyer’s Commen-
tary (along with many other commentaries) sees this 
earthquake as a shaking of governments and/or of 
church leadership, going with the argument that the 
earthquake is a metaphor for great changes yet to come. 
 
Ellicott’s Commentary points us to Haggai 2:6-7 which 
also speaks of a time of shaking, when God will shake 
both the earth and heaven. This seems to indicate 
something more than an earthquake, pointing to some-
thing big that will bring about change on a very grand 
and noticeable scale. This change will give us shocking 
evidence of the wrath of God being poured out on all 
mankind. So if Meyer’s (and others) are correct and 
this earthquake represents shaking of governments 
and/or of church leadership, the changes will likely 
surprise all who are around when it happens, disrupt-
ing life in a way we can only imagine. 
 
It’s easy to understand why this earthquake might 
point to the shaking of world governments but why 
would church leadership be shaken, if this is a correct 
interpretation? 
 
The Sun Becomes Black 
The earthquake is followed by the darkening of the sun 
and by a time when the moon turns blood red. For some, 
this points to an eclipse that was described as a sign of 
the fall of Jerusalem. Again, Meyer’s Commentary 
questions this and many of the other commentaries 
point to this being a metaphor for a period of time which 
Barnes’ Notes on the Bible describes as a time of deep 
mourning. This commentary points out that sackcloth 
was usually, “a coarse black cloth,” often made of hair. 
Among the many uses of sackcloth was its use as 
material for funeral/mourning garments. So if you saw 
someone wearing it you knew instantly that you were 
looking at someone who was in deep sorrow. Thus the 
prophecy describes the sun as being in a time of deep 
sorrow and distress. 
 
 

What could cause such sorrow as to be described as a 
time when the sun is in mourning? The commentaries 
are very careful in how they describe this event, if they 
describe it at all. Just about all of the commentaries 
point us back to Matthew 24 and many also point to 
Isaiah 13:10. In doing so the commentaries agree that 
this points to the coming day of the Lord during which 
Isaiah prophesied that sinners will be destroyed from 
the land (Isaiah 13:9). 
 
Meyer’s Commentary gives a list of possibilities which 
includes this being a time of blasphemy against Christ. 
Ellicott’s Commentary speaks of “the old lights and 
landmarks,” being obliterated for a time. During this 
time Ellicott’s Commentary says that “religionists are 
swept off as autumn figs from the fig-tree.” The com-
mentaries all seem to agree that this is a time of 
judgment during which those who are deceived, includ-
ing those who go to church but do not adhere to the 
truth, are revealed for who they really are. 
 
The fig tree reference would have been one that I 
suspect was easily understood by people living at the 
time Revelation was written. Barnes’ Notes says that 
these “late” or “untimely” figs are what were called 
“winter-figs.” These figs form late in the summer, grow-
ing under the leaves but not ripening. They wind up 
hanging from the tree during the winter and when 
spring comes they fall off of the tree. Barnes’ Notes says 
that a good wind would easily knock these figs off the 
tree, comparing this to how easily “princes will be 
dethroned,” or as described by Ellicott’s Commentary 
“religionists” are swept aside. 
 
Ellicott’s Commentary does not tell us who these 
“religionists” are but the fact that the commentary 
includes them with “the proud and the mighty,” who 
are dismayed by the sixth seal judgment gives us a 
clue that these religionists have not humbled them-
selves before God. I suspect they are people with 
religion but without a real relationship with our Lord. 
I’ll leave it up to you to find the meaning on your own. 
 
I suspect the bottom line here is that those who  
look for teaching that fits their own desires will be 
shaken, revealing our need to listen to the warning  
in 2 Timothy 4:3-5: 
 
3 For the time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, 
because they have itching ears, they will heap up for 
themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears 
away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.  
5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, 
do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. SR
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DEATH NOTICES POLICY FOR NOTICES
LAFRANCE—Barbara Jean (Spear), member of Pawca-
tuck (Westerly, RI) SDB Church; died in Westerly (RI) Hos-
pital, November 28, 2022, at the age of 79. 
 
PEREZ—Barbara Ann, member of Riverside, CA, SDB 
Church; died November 4, 2022, in Sequim, WA, at  
age 75. 
 
SIMONSON—Barbara Louise (Greene), associate 
member of Dodge Center, MN, SDB Church (Anchor of 
Hope) and former member of Grace SDB in the Twin 
Cities, MN; resided in West St. Paul, MN; died April 25, 
2022, at age 75.

DEATH NOTICES should include the full name of 
the deceased, where they were living when they 
died, a summary of roles they occupied in their 
local church(es) and the General Conference, the 
day they died, and their age when they died. 
 
Death Notices are published for those who are 
members or have previously been members of 
SDB churches. Please send obituary information 
to the Biography Committee of the Council on 
History at biography@seventhdaybaptist.org, where 
they will be processed and saved according to 
library and archival policy. 

The Verona SDB Church, NY, is seeking God’s provision 
of our next full-time pastor. Our church desires to move 
to the next level in its outreach and ministry for the Lord. 
The pastor should possess the following attributes and 
life commitments to help us move forward in God’s 
purposes:  
 
• Strong calling from God to lead in: “Glorifying God. 

Building His Body, Caring for Community”  
• “Servant” leader with high ministerial integrity  
• Love for all ages   
• Vision to gently share the Gospel with all walks of life  
• Teacher and leader in consistently applying Biblical 

principles  
• Passion to strengthen personal faith within the body 

 and energize the work of evangelism within the  
church’s “Jerusalem.”  

• Active in cultivation of leadership skills within the  
church  

• Leadership using congregational methods common  
to SDB churches  

• Presence and participation in appropriate ways in the  
surrounding community  

• Formal SDB accreditation through the SDB General  
Conference USA and Canada; with a Master of  
Divinity degree, or at minimum SDBU certification, 
or be in active pursuit thereof. 

 
For more information, please contact: 

pastor.VeronaSDB@outlook.com 
Pastor Russ Johnson 315-264-4411

VERONA Seeking Pastor 
The Anchor of Hope Church located in Dodge Center, 
MN, is prayerfully seeking its next pastor to lead its 
congregation forward in its mission to “Invite people to 
know Christ, Invest in people’s Christian growth, and 
Inspire people to reach out.” We are a rural community 
nestled in Southeast Minnesota. We are the oldest church 
in Dodge Center with a small, but committed congregation. 
 
The ideal candidate for this role would have: 
• Biblical knowledge (Bible College or Seminary preferred) 
• Previous pastoral ministry experience (preferred) 
• Ability to be bi-vocational or raise support to pursue  

this ministry 
• Willingness to live in a rural community 
• Ability to work with others and equip them to serve to  

their potential 
• Goal oriented, self-motivated, and innovative 
 
Duties may include (but are not limited to): 
• Preaching 
• Visitation 
• Discipleship 
• Teaching 
• Counseling 
 
Those interested in being considered for this role should 
submit a cover letter indicating their interest and a resume 
or CV of ministry and work experience to: 

Anchor of Hope Church 
PO Box 340 

Dodge Center, MN 55927 
dcsdbchurch@gmail.com  

 

Candidates may send questions concerning the role to the same 
email address. 

DODGE CENTER Seeking Pastor 



Listen!  
We are here to proclaim  

that through this man Jesus  
there is forgiveness for your sins.

—Acts 13;38 NLT
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Calvin University 

Grand Rapids, MI 

July 23-30, 2023 
 

Registration information and updates can be found at 

seventhdaybaptist.org/conferenceweek2023


