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180t Annual Report
Of the Board of Managers of the
Seventh Day Baptist Missionary Society

For June 2021 through June 2022

A. INTRODUCTION

The Board of Managers of the Seventh Day Baptist Missionary Society presents its 180" Annual
Report to the Annual Meeting of the Society held March 20, 2022, at the SDB Missionary Society
office in Ashaway, RI. Copies of this report will be available online for all voting members of the
Society. A copy will also be included in the yearbook documents of the Seventh Day Baptist
General Conference, USA and Canada, 2022 and available to the churches of the conference.

Still battling the COVID-19 global conditions, the SDB Missionary Society continued to do
ministry and pursue its objectives. Virtual meetings, social media platforms, and other digital
ministry opportunities continued to be utilized to share our message, and invite others to
partner with us in any way, and to any degree possible. During the year, international mission
trips were made to Ecuador and Colombia in South America, as well as to Ethiopia, Egypt,
Cameroon, Uganda, Mozambique and Zambia.

We remain committed to promoting missions education domestically and fostering disciple-
making and gospel-sharing activities abroad. We also remain committed to continuously
improving stewardship of the resources entrusted to us, and effective responsiveness to God'’s
call to join Him in partnering to reach the lost and make disciples among all peoples.

We continue to covet the prayers, feedback and support from our membership and others as
this Society continues to partner with Seventh Day Baptists joining God in His world-wide
mission.

B. Five Year Vision 2018-2022
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While the essentials of the Missionary Society vision remain intact, constant evaluation of our
operations, has led to the tweaking of some of the timelines for the vision articulated in our
reports over the last four years. In the final year of this five-year vision, we continued to assess
our direction, approach, and emphasis.

C. COMMUNICATIONS

Our office maintained communication on the normal and expected levels and platforms with
many recipients. These included monthly Sabbath Recorder “Focus on Missions” articles, mini-
message updates for Missions Advocates to share as bulletin inserts, handouts, or projected
images, website updates, social media postings, snail mail, and e-mails. Our website is
undergoing a major reconstruction and the new version will be launched in the very near future.

Any of the following methods may be used to communicate with us at the Missionary Society:

Email — info@sdbmissions.org; telephone — (401)596-4326; webpage — www.sdbmissions.org;
Facebook.com/SDBMissions; or mail — P.O. Box 156, Ashaway, Rl 02804.

D. CHIEF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

There are ways in which I still feel “new” to this position, but | also sense some growth into the
role, and | appreciate all those who have helped me and who continue to help me become more
effective and more efficient in the job. | cherish my working relationships with the Missionary
Society staff, the Missionary Society Board of Managers, the Directors of the Seventh Day
Baptist General Conference of USA & Canada, the leaders of SDB conferences overseas, the
pastors of our churches, and other constituents, all of whom | consider to be partners in the
noble privilege of seeking to fulfill the Great Commission.

The global pandemic brought on by the COVID-19 virus remained a real part of our lives. |
therefore continued to utilize multiple available virtual platforms to do ministry, communicate
our message, and pursue the objectives of the Missionary Society. | participated in virtual
meetings with leaders of several of our conferences around the world including Uganda,
Ethiopia, the United Kingdom, Malawi, and South Africa, as well as worship services with a
group in Nigeria. | conducted evangelism training for the Brazilian SDB National Youth
Movement, taught a class at Deep South Camp, ministered at the Faith SDB Church in London,
the British SDB Conference, at the New York City Church, led some training with the Grand
Cayman Group, and met with the Cambridge SDB Group in Ontario, Canada. | also shared in
virtual ministry opportunities with the Fort Lauderdale and West Palm Beach Churches in
Florida.

In person, | gave sermons at my home church in Miami, at the Prayer Tabernacle Church in Port
St. Lucie, at Edgewater, and at West Palm Beach, all in the state of Florida. | also preached in
Cairo, Egypt, in Toronto, Canada, at the New York City Church, attended the Next Step Church in
Colorado, led a leadership workshop at the Milton, Wisconsin Church, attended the SDB Pastors’
Conferences in Colorado and West Virginia.
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International travels took me to Ecuador and Colombia in South America, and it was good to
share that trip with our President Danny Lee, and with Douglas Marianno from Brazil. With our
Director of Outreach, | traveled to Uganda and Cameroon in Africa. On another African trip, |
was blessed to have my wife Kay travel with me to Mozambique and Zambia. Pastor George
Lawson was also a part of that team. By the grace of the Lord, much was accomplished on all of
those trips.

| had opportunities to play my part in the ongoing collaboration between the Missionary Society
and the General Conference. My particular involvement included serving on the Conference’s
Church Planting Task Force, and serving as an ex-officio member of the Conference’s Committee
on Social Action and Disaster Relief (CSADR), where | participated in decisions to provide
financial aid to Seventh Day Baptists severely affected by disasters in different countries. This
year we were also able to contribute funds to provide humanitarian aid to Ukraine in view of
that country’s devastation from the invasion of neighboring Russia. The work of the Culture
Audit Task Force was completed, and the Memorandum of Understanding between both
organizations continues to be developed and fine-tuned. The bi-weekly telephone meetings that
| have with the General Conference’s Executive Director, Dr. Carl Greene, continues to bring
edification and inspiration to me. | hope | am even half as encouraging to Carl as he is to me.

The Missionary Society office has remained safely open for business during the pandemic,
carrying out all its functions through its staff (Garfield Miller, Nadine Lawton and myself) and
volunteers (too numerous to name).

Andrew O. Samuels, Chief Executive Director

E. DIRECTOR OF OUTREACH ACTIVITIES & BOARD ACTIONS

Our Director of Outreach, Garfield Miller, traveled internationally to Egypt twice, and to Uganda
and Cameroon. Pastor Gordon Lawton was with him on the first Egypt trip, and enjoyed it so
much that he returned on the second trip, this time taking his wife Linda. Virtually, Pastor
Garfield shared in ministry with the Port St. Lucie and Miami Churches in Florida, with the Group
in Grand Cayman, with the Jamaica Conference, and with the Southeast Atlanta Church. He also
initiated and participated in many other virtual meetings with leaders of several of our overseas
conferences.

Our Director of Qutreach serves on the Conference’s Evangelism Task Force, and works with the
SCSC Committee of the Conference’s Women’s Board to coordinate an overseas mission project
in the SCSC program, and we are very pleased that for the summer of 2021, there were two
students from Jamaica participating in the virtual program, in the persons of Jo-Daniel Wilson
and Shamanisha Wilmot.

The Missionary Society’s new logo was launched, and continues to be promoted. The final vote
was taken to ratify our updated constitution and handbook.
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Our weekly Tuesday night prayer meetings have steadfastly been held throughout the year, and
we continue to invite everyone to share in those powerful moments with the Lord.

A new committee was created to oversee matters of security and risk management for the
Society. In connection with that initiative, our Director of Outreach attended a 3-day seminar in
Orlando. One of the expected outcomes of the work of this committee is the development of
security and risk management protocols related to travel, especially to particular regions of the
world.

F. MISSIONS WEEK AND MISSIONS SABBATH

This year’s Missions Week was February 20-26, with February 26 observed as Missions Sabbath.
The theme was, “Doing Our Utmost To Reach The Uttermost,” with Acts 1:8 being the theme
Scripture.

Daily video devotionals and the Sabbath sermon for the week are posted on our website. For
the Missions Week daily devotionals, we used the letters of the word “MISSION” to consider
seven mission mandates: Mobilization, Intercession, Sacrifice, Stewardship, Incarnation,
Offense, Neighborhoods & Nations. Our presenters, Pastor Nate Crandall and Miriam Berg, did
an outstanding job in providing a biblical perspective on each of those mandates.

All proceeds from the Missions Sabbath offering was divided evenly between the SDB Africa
Bible College which began in July 2021, and the Prayer Tabernacle Church in Port St. Lucie,
Florida.

The SDB Memorial Fund Trustees decided to match the Missions Sabbath offering this year, up
to $15,000. We are very pleased and give thanks immensely for the record-setting Missions
Sabbath offering this year. Inclusive of the Memorial Fund matching amount, the total was just
under $35,000. We are deeply appreciative of the gifts of the individuals and families from the
22 churches which contributed to that special offering.

The winning church for the Missions Sabbath offering award will be announced later; as well as
the winning church for the Global Missions Award.

G. CONFERENCE WEEK 2021

General Conference 2021 was held virtually July 25-31, but the Missionary Society activities took
place August 1-3 as follows:

Sunday, August 1 - 5K Event A total of 66 persons registered for participation. The theme was,
“In Motion and Prayer to Empower Believers.” The proceeds from the event amounting to
$3,315 were designated to be used to fund sustainable projects around the world. We are
grateful for all the support, both in terms of the participants, and in terms of the donors.
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Monday, August 2 — Interviews with Malawians Pastors Charles Stima and Fred Maduka, General
Secretary and President respectively of the Central Africa Conference, and with Pastor Gabriel
Alegre, President of the Australia Seventh Day Baptist Association.

Tuesday, August 3 — Missions Prayer Force

H. STAFF TRANSITION

The Missionary Society’s Office Secretary/Bookkeeper gave notice of her intention to retire in
April 2021, so there has been a prayerful search to identify her successor. The decision was
made to expand the position and role, and make it full-time. After advertising the position, and
interviewing a few candidates, Miriam Berg was offered and accepted the new job as Director of
Operations and Advancement, and will join the staff beginning June 20, 2022. We look forward
to all that Miriam will bring to the Missionary Society in terms of her skills, experience,
expertise, and passion.

We also take the opportunity to say a big thank you to Nadine Lawton for 17 years of dedicated,
efficient, tireless, and invaluable service to the Missionary Society.

I.  PASTOR DANIEL NSUBUGA

The passing of Pastor Daniel Nsubuga, General Secretary of the Uganda Seventh Day Baptist
Conference in June, was a heavy blow to his wife and children, to his church and conference. We
remember well, Pastor Daniel’s attendance to the USA & Canada General Conference Sessions in
2019, the last time there was an in person gathering of that body. Continued prayers are needed
for his widow Victoria and their three biological children, plus ten others.

Other international SDB leaders who suffered losses in June 2021 included Pastor Paul Chukka in
Andhra Pradesh, whose elder daughter passed away from a stroke, and Pastor Benny Sanchez in
the Philippines, whose eldest son and daughter-in-law were robbed, abducted, and killed. Again,
our prayers for these families are appreciated.

J.  MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS BY COUNTRY

Cameroon: Our visit revealed that reports on the number of SDB churches and members in
Cameroon were dramatically inflated. Even with that disappointment however, some teaching
and preaching ministry did take place, and in fact, the person engaged to serve as our
interpreter on the trip, became convicted of the validity of the Sabbath, and wholly embraced it
as a commitment going forward. Before meeting our team, he was a Baptist layperson. Since
leaving Cameroon, he has reported to us that his wife has also fully accepted the Sabbath
teaching. They have aligned themselves with Seventh Day Baptists, and have advised their
former Pastor accordingly.
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There is a remnant of Seventh Day Baptists that remain in Cameroon, and we have proposed to
them a plan for rebuilding and revitalization of the ministry there.

Pastor Garfield Miller
meeting with
SDB leaders in Cameroon

Pastor Garfield Miller
preaching in Cameroon,
assisted by Interpreter
Daniel Karaya.
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Colombia: In Colombia, our team encountered a group of passionate worshipers in two new
Seventh Day Baptist Churches. Both Churches, pastored by Pastor Orlando Pertuz, had become
Seventh Day Baptist about a year earlier, through the faithful study of the Word by the Pastor.
We taught them in SDB history and polity, as well as on Sabbath Theology. We are continuing to
give them help and support in the development of their two churches.

One of the SDB congregations in
Colombia at worship.

Our mission team and some SDB
leaders in Colombia. Pastor
Orlando Pertuz is second from
left, with his wife Patricia to his
right.
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Ecuador: The husband and wife pastoral team of Fabian Loachamin Parreno and Andrea Pozo in
Ecuador impressed our mission team as being dedicated servant leaders, who are eager to equip
themselves to minister more effectively. Andrea has been translating the Helping Hand into
Spanish for about 13 years, and continues to do an outstanding job with that ministry in an
environment where the demand for such material is growing both in North America and in Latin
America. Both Fabian and Andrea are medical doctors who gave up their medical practice to
enter full-time ministry. At the time of our visit, their churches were just returning to in-person
worship after the Ecuadorean government lifted the COVID-19 lockdown. So, there was an
enthusiasm and eagerness to be gathering in person once again.

We were able to do some leadership training, and share in doing outreach ministry in the
Caspigasi neighborhood on the outskirts of Quito. It was also good to see the Quito Church
hosting a weekly Sunday morning soccer game and using it to build relationships with men as an
entry point for sharing the Gospel.

Leadership training taking place
with our mission team in Quito,
Ecuador.

Pastor Fabian Loachamin Parreno
leading worship in Ecuador,
accompanied by Douglas Marianno
(far left).




Egypt: Two trips were made to Egypt during the year. In the capital city of Cairo there is one SDB
Church, which is made up of Sudanese refugees. On both occasions, the mission sought to teach
and train them in leadership, SDB polity, organization, and stewardship. The church is growing,
and they are also being challenged to engage in evangelism which reaches beyond their
homogenous ethnic comforts. There are Egyptians who need Jesus too.

The husband and wife contingent of Pastor Gordon and Linda Lawton was a welcome addition
to the team for the second trip. Pastor Gordon had also been a part of the earlier trip, and was
so blessed by the experience that he seized the opportunity to have his wife share in it the
second time around. Linda’s ministry in Egypt was primarily to children and women, two groups
which are often overlooked on mission trips.

Pastor Gordon Lawton and his
wife Linda ministering in Egypt,
assisted by Interpreter
Emmanuel Tayin.

Linda Lawton sharing with the
SDB Congregation in Cairo, Egypt
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Mozambique: Having 101 SDB Churches encompassing about 6,500 members in three provinces
is quite a testament to the way the Lord is blessing our SDB Conference in Mozambique. Their
ministry of planting churches in villages and providing a spiritual environment of nurture and
support for people is working well for them, in spite of limited resources and other limitations.
Our mission team was able to visit 11 SDB churches in 3 days and was thrilled to share in
teaching and preaching to eager congregants in each church.

Our Chief Executive Director, Andy Samuels, had the delight of the partnership of his wife Kay on
this trip. Her ministry was primarily with the ladies, and once again, the presence of a female
team member provided a level of engagement and participation for the local sisters, which is
frequently absent from similar missions in the past.

One of the 101 SDB
congregations in
Mozambique

Pastor George Lawson
connecting with a child in
Mozambique
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Uganda: This Conference is still grieving the sudden passing of their beloved leader Pastor
Daniel Nsubuga, in June 2021. His widow Victoria has been elected to lead the Conference, and
she feels very ill-equipped to carry such a weighty responsibility. However, by the grace of God,
they are making progress in moving beyond their grief to a place of empowerment and maturity.

Through the Missionary Society and another partner organization, they are receiving significant
help in establishing a major sustainable project, which will go a far way in providing an income
for Victoria and others in their community. Their orphan ministry is also being assisted with
much-needed resources.

Pastor Garfield Miller
meeting with SDB leaders
in Uganda

Pastor Garfield Miller preaching
in Uganda
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Zambia: What a privilege it was for our mission team to be given the honor to baptize a total of
about 39 candidates in three separate locations. As may be imagined, there was tremendous
celebration for these high spiritual milestones. The ordination to pastoral ministry of Zambia
SDB General Secretary, Quistin Chalwe, was also another occasion of jubilant celebration. Our
mission team was also able to teach on SDB Polity and on Stewardship. Kay Samuels was a
member of this team, and again, it made a huge difference for the better, to have had her
ministering to the women. They had so much to share, and were elated that they had such
opportunities to give their thoughts and brainstorm about ideas for solving some of the
problems they are facing. They are initiating their own training program for pastors and other
leaders, and that is encouraged as part of the quest to expose our leaders to some level of
ministry training.

Kay Samuels ministering to
SDB women in Zambia

Newly-ordained Pastor
Quistin Chalwe receives his
ordination certificate. His
wife Duba is to his right.




K. OPERATING BUDGET - 2022 & 2023

The 2022 and 2023 operating budgets are available, on request, from the Missionary Society
office.

L. TREASURER’S REPORT

SEVENTH DAY BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY FIRST QUARTER 2022 TREASURER’S REPORT March
31, 2022 Income for the first quarter of 2022 was $88,261.93 as compared to budgeted income
of $52,726.72. The increase being primarily in the areas of SDB Missionary Society investment
income, Memorial Fund investment income and Membership income. Expense for the first
quarter of 2022 was $71,427.46, as compared to budgeted expense of $39,918.03. This left an
operating gain of $16,834.47 as compared to a budgeted operating gain of $12,808.69. 2022 will
again be a year of many challenges as we face rising inflation and rising costs for necessities. The
first quarter of 2022 was not as financially challenging as originally thought as the Missionary
Society was able to change directions along with the challenges. However, we saw a substantial
decrease in the investment portfolio from a value of $3,588,311.47 on December 31, 2021, to a
value of $3,263,785.25 on March 31, 2022. We have seen these investment decreases in the
first quarter of 2022, which leads to the belief that the future of the investment market may
continue to be uncertain, and that we will need to watch and review the Missionary Society
investments. As noted in an email memo from Dean Mark D. Lewis dated Jan. 3, 2021, we have a
sound investment Policy Statement and by sticking to it we will be able to avoid additional steep
decline in value. Thanks to Mark again for his invaluable advice. These legacy funds now and in
the future will help us to continue the mission upon which we have set. Designated funds in the
amount of $58,156.35 were received during the first quarter of 2022 to facilitate specific
missions. The amount of $48,602.64 was disbursed throughout that same period to specific
missions leaving a fund balance of $185,991.33 on March 31, 2022, for Facilitated Funding. The
areas receiving the highest funding were Columbia, Egypt, India, International Missions, Kenya,
Malawi, National Field Support, Nicaragua, Philippines Ukraine and Poland disaster relief, and
Uganda. The proposed budget for 2023 has been prepared for presentation, review, and
approval at the first quarter Missionary Society meeting May 1, 2022. The audit for 2020 was
completed and received. A copy is available upon request. Documentation for the 2021 fiscal
year has been completed and submitted for audit.

Respectfully Submitted,

Norman K. Burdick, Treasurer

Mark 16:15 NIV He (Jesus) said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all

creation.”
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M. INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL REVIEW STATEMENT

The report on our independent financial review will be available later, and may be accessed on
the Missionary Society website, or by making contact with the Missionary Society office.

N. MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING — MARCH 20, 2022

Minutes of the 180" Annual Meeting of the Seventh Day Baptist Missionary Society
March 20, 2022 held by Zoom

Attending: Andy Samuels, Renee Sanford, Miriam Berg, Norman K. Burdick, Levi Bond, Zach
Harrington, Carl Greene, Margaret Taylor, Nadine Lawton, Julianne Grove, Holly Probasco, T. C.,
Andres Jara, Garfield Miller, Gordon Lawton.

The meeting was called to order at 2:05 PM by 2" Vice President Miriam Berg who chaired.
Pastor Andy led the opening prayer. There were 14 members in attendance via Zoom.

Guests were welcomed — Carl Greene, Executive Director of the SDB General Conference of USA
and Canada, and Zach Harrington, Investment Counsel.

The call of the meeting as printed in The Sabbath Recorder was read by the secretary.

Declaration of Quorum (45 permitted to vote):
Data from Nadine Lawton & Julianne Grove. Number present — 12; Number of proxies — 33

Action on Voting Membership:
All voting members will be continued in membership provided their dues are paid by June 30,
2022. Moved, seconded, approved.

Presentation of New Voting Members:
March 1 — December 31, 2021 - 1; January 1 — March 1, 2022-4

As of March 1, 2022, 134 members have renewed their memberships, of which approximately
38 are 200 Club members and approximately 25 are 365 Supporters.

Moved that these individuals be received as voting members of the society, and that any
subsequent applications for membership be approved upon payment of dues.

Moved, seconded, approved.

Reports:

Annual reports were received from President, Danny Lee, Treasurer, Norman Burdick, and
Andrew Samuels, Chief Executive Director

Reports read/referred to, moved, seconded, Approved.

Appointment of Auditor for Calendar Year 2022:

Scott Seslar was appointed as Auditor — 26 aye; 4 nay. Unanimous at meeting.
Motion via proxy, Approved.
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Report of the Nominating Committee:

The report of the Nominating Committee was voted approving the nominations of the Officers and
Board of Managers as nominated. The vote was unanimous for both proxy and attending.

Retiring:

Marva Shears
Johnmark Camenga
Kathleen Hughes

Continuing:

Danny Lee (President) — 2 years

Levi Bond (First Vice President) — 2 years
Miriam Berg (Second Vice President) — 2 years
Norman Burdick (Treasurer) — 1 year
Renee Sanford (Secretary) — 3 years
Julianne Grove — 1 year

Gary Chester — 1 year

Andres Jara — 3 years

Owen Lynch — 1 year

Margaret Taylor- 1 year

Gordon Lawton- 3 years
T.C.—2years

Makayla Osborn — 2 years

Gabriela Parra — 1 year

Holly Probasco — 1 year

New Members:

Ron Higson — Cumberland, MD

Greg Olson — Minneapolis, MN
Jennifer Hughes — Texarkana, AR
Lexia Stall — First Hopkinton, RI
Daniel West — Toronto, Ontario

Moved to accept report, seconded, approved.
Slate of Board Members modified to add Holly Probasco for 1 year; officers elected as stated in the
report. Moved, seconded, approved.

Ratification of Board Actions:

There was a unanimous vote to ratify all the activities of the Board of Managers for the year that
ended December 31, 2021. Moved, seconded, approved.

Other Matters:

After the presentation of Treasurer’s Report, Zach Harrington provided financial updates; additional

updates will be provided in April.

We need to continue looking for an Assistant Treasurer.
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Minutes, Adjournment, Next Meeting:

It was voted that the minutes of this meeting be reviewed by Andy Samuels and Renee Sanford.
Moved, seconded, approved.

The meeting was adjourned to the next Annual Meeting of the Missionary Society, March 19, 2023.
The next quarterly meeting of the Board of Managers is May 1, 2022, 1:00 eastern time.

Pastor Garfield Miller closed us in prayer.

Respectfully submitted, Renee Sanford, Secretary
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