
1. Sustaining Our Faith
Jude 17-25

 Daily Bible Meditations Lisa Moore

Sunday 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

and share the gospel even more quickly. Just as Timothy was encour-

Monday Numbers 16:12-13, 23-34

-
selves over the congregation to the point where their families and 
250 renowned men hitched their wagons to this insurrection. Moses 

-
tached to these wicked men was destroyed in a manner never seen 

consequences for murmuring against those the Lord puts in leader-

Tuesday Genesis 18:20-22; 19:1-5, 15-17, 22-25

lingered instead of hastily leaving with his family. The angels physi-

and linger not.

Wednesday 1 Peter 2:13-25
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all

Thursday Genesis 5:18-24

us in these evil days and deliver us from this evil world.

Friday Jude 3-16

the Word and a godly lifestyle.

Sabbath Jude 17-25
-

and waiting for the Lord’s return. Being a follower of Christ means 

constantly trying to lure us away. But we must not focus only on 
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Key Verse

to eternal life (Jude 20-21).

Heart of the Lesson
-

promise their standards. How do people remain true to 
their values in the face of enticing trends? Jude wrote to 

in God’s presence.

Questions for Studying the Text
-

ing values to your own. Are there societal trends and pressures 
that have tempted you to compromise your values?

-
tween false and faithful teachers? How does this relate to what 

-

for the faith? Which of these things will you work on this week?

 Study Jude 17-25
 Background Jude
 Devotional 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
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that plagues the church today. 

thereof. We in the church have 

for the faith that was once 

the church fight for the faith 

-
ers that present a false gospel 
which deceives people into 

the true gospel as outlined in 
Scripture? Within Jude’s short 

and to persevere in the face of 
the worldly influence within 
the church.

As pointed out in verse 

this letter was something that 

-
lower than to share with others. 

-

the struggles of the church and 
to fight for the preservation of 

from within that were leading 
people astray with false doc-

same ones that Jude warned the 

A Call to Remember
-

scoff at and denigrate sound 

coming in to destroy the flock 
and distort the truth (Acts 
20:29–30). He sounded simi-
lar warnings of apostasy to 

addressed the same issue in his 

3:3–4).

that they were living in as the 

eschatological term referring to 

first coming and His second 
coming. This language is used 

when God spoke through His 

 Understanding and Living Tim Smothers
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Son. This description of the 
last days was relevant when 
Jude wrote this letter. Why is 
this important? That was the 
time when those that oppose 
Scripture would infiltrate the 
church. Scripture has much to 

verses we find that these false 
teachers are typically not from 

-
ready in the church. This is why 

the teachings of the Apostles.
-

and prayerfully consider those 
who would take part in these 
ministries. One of the dangers 
within any church is that we 

Discernment demands that we 

and that we call out and correct 
those teachings that are con-

we find in Acts 17:10-12. The 
Bereans were commended for 

to make sure what he said was 

-
amine those teachings within 
God’s Word.

The Litmus Test

of the characteristics of those 
that mock God and scoff at the 
teachings of His Word. Jude 18 
tells us that they follow their 
own ungodly passions. He had 

teachers that acted in ungodly 

God. They did not know what it 
looked like to lead a godly life 

again. Those that are dead in sin 

2 Peter 3:3 says that these 
teachers mocked the second 

says that they mocked the Law 
of God. Why did they do this? 
Those that live ungodly lives 
and deny the second coming 

not want to have to give an ac-
count to the Holy God for what 
they have done. The reality is 

those who mock the Law of God 
and the Word of God.

These teachers were also 
known for causing division 

-
ing distinctions. They thought 

they were superior over those 

They would dress themselves 

character and conduct would 
prove their true intentions. 
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They were worldly people that 

How Do We Respond?

not to give up or give in to false 

attention to spiritual disci-

the holy faith. Know what the 

to how we live. Pray in accor-
dance with will of God. Wait 

are instructed to show mercy to 
three kinds of individuals: First 

we are to share the gospel with 
those who are unsaved so that 

these false teachings. This word 

false teachers that we are try-
ing to help. This is one of the 

up in the faith is important and 
necessary.

The Gospel is worth fight-

stand against those who would 
-

trustworthy God. His Word is 
true (John 17:17).

Hints for Teaching
Lesson Goals

1. Discern the factors that 
create tension when 
Christian values clash 
with societal values.

2. Deepen our trust in God’s 
promise to restore us 
when we fall.

3. Build faithful practices 
that reflect God’s 
restorative work in us.

Teaching Activity
Divide into two teams and 

-

variety of societal pressures and 

use Jude’s teachings creatively 

have groups share how their 
-

plying Jude’s teachings. Discuss 

-
portive community in upholding 

they struggle to stand up against 
societal pressures and commit to 
praying for one another.
Looking Forward
Jude has encouraged us that 
when we stand for God’s 

sure our actions measure up 



2. Testing Our Faith
2 Corinthians 13:5-11

 Daily Bible Meditations Lisa Moore

Sunday James 1:2-12

is necessary to produce the endurance required to remain steadfast. 

Monday James 1:13-18

temptation. God does not want us to sin. He hates sin. God so loved 
-

acting upon our evil desires. He gives good and perfect gifts to His 

Tuesday Psalm 139:1-12

is One who does not need those methods to know us. Our omniscient 
and omnipresent God sees and knows everything

alone should make us want to live lives pleasing to Him.

Wednesday Psalm 139:13-18, 23-24

-
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Thursday 2 Corinthians 11:22-33

Friday 2 Corinthians 12:1-10

-

the situation either does not change or worsens. Just as he did with 
-

ing with God. Paul gave the Corinthians insight into unanswered 
prayer: God’s grace is

let the Lord have His way.

Sabbath 2 Corinthians 13:1-10
-

selves to see whether you are in the faith and living your lives as 

and
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Key Verse
-

Corinthians 13:5)?

Heart of the Lesson
Everyone has principles they are challenged to uphold. How 

-

themselves as they rely on the power of Christ in keeping 
the faith imparted to them.

Questions for Studying the Text

propel you forward?

-

How does verse 7 help us understand what Paul thought 
faith looked like? How does faith relate to trust (James 

 4. How did Paul defend the purity of his concern for the 
Corinthians in verses 8 and 9? What did he reveal in verse 

addressed in his letters to their church?

and rely more on God’s grace?

 Study 2 Corinthians 13:5-11
 Background 2 Corinthians 13:1-11
 Devotional 
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The Purpose for Paul’s 
Letters

method for how we are to live. 

commanded to live as the new 
creations that we are in Christ 
(2 Corinthians 5:17). Our old 

we live life according to how 

that always an easy thing to 

is a way that we can live the 
authentic Christian lives that 
God calls us to live. We do this 

dreaded the days when we 

-

-
portant to gage what we know 
so that we can apply what 
we have learned. The Apostle 
Paul recognized this and chal-
lenged the Corinthian church 

themselves.
Paul  took the opportu-

nity to write to the Corinthian 
church several times over his 
l i fe and ministry.  (Two of 
these letters are preserved for 

church at Corinth was plagued 

as well as many theological 
issues. This was a church that 

-
tainly did not function as the 

of these issues that Paul ad-
dressed them. 2 Corinthians 
13:10 states Paul’s hope that 

-
pose for this was so that he 
could focus his time and atten-

not on dealing with disciplin-
ary issues that should have 

Paul’s Challenge to Self-
Examination

-
ing oneself was certainly not 
a foreign concept to Paul . 

-

part in the ordinance of The 
Lord’ Supper. We do this to 

and actions as they pertain to 

-
ing in the faith is found in our 

in what we say as well as in 
what we do.

 Understanding and Living Tim Smothers
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of one who questions a wit-
ness during a trial or hearing 
so that the person’s testimony 

-

to prove or disprove a claim 

that some at the Corinthian 
church demanded proof of 
Paul ’ s apostol ic  authority. 
Paul answered their claims 
(v.3-4) and then used the same 
tactic on them.

themselves and then to test 
themselves (v.5). What were 

-
nation revolved around this 

We can take from this verse 
three commands that  Paul 
gave to the Corinthians. The 

test themselves their spiri-

spiritual?
-

13:5 denotes a thorough un-
derstanding of one’s life in 
re l a t i on sh i p  to  God .  Was 
Christ in them? Paul’s question 

ways. The first question would 

for them on the cross? The sec-

answered has to do with per-
sonal sanctification. Did they 
demonstrate that they were in 
the faith (1 Corinthians 16:13) 

under God’s discipline.

that the Corinthian church 
would think that he had failed 

Paul’s prayer for them was 

what the will of the Lord was 
for them. Paul also knew their 
reputat ion preceded them. 
This was a church that was 
known for many issues that 

would take care of these issues 

could spend his time encourag-

for kingdom use.
Living the Truth

Paul ’ s  concern  fo r  the 
Corinthian church rested on 
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the truth of Christ (v.8). Paul 

he lived the truth as well. His 
desire was for the Church to 
stand for what is right and 

and teachings of others that 
distort the gospel. Paul also 
prayed for their restoration 

Paul that these divisions had 
caused the church to draw 

amongst themselves. Paul’s 
earnest prayer for them was 
that through doing what is 

place where restoration would 
take place. This prayer for res-

act of discipline was not what 
Paul wanted to do. His prayer 

taken place.
The Church is not perfect. 

-
tion of the Corinthian church 
is one that we must take heed 
of every day. Living for Christ 

-
diently following the will for 

are proclaiming and living out 
the truths of Scripture as we 
live life each day. Take the 

Hints for Teaching
Lesson Goals

1. Evaluate our concept of 

Christian faith.
2. 

self-reflection in the 
Christian faith.

3. Practice ongoing self-

Christian faith.
Teaching Activity

Divide the partic ipants 
into small groups and ask each 
group to create a role-playing 
scenario that illustrates the 

mentioned in verse 5. After 
-

ing ses s ion to  d iscuss  the 

from the group to share per-
sonal testimonies related to 

-
ences of God’s grace. Discuss 
how this can help us connect 
the principles from today’s 
passage to real-life situations. 

Looking Forward
From Paul’s challenge to the 

-

letter will teach us how to 

live out our faith.



3. Defending Our Faith
1 Peter 3:8-17

 Daily Bible Meditations Lisa Moore

Sunday 2 Timothy 4:1-8

-

words were a warning not to appoint someone to church leadership 
too quickly. As Paul directed Timothy to proclaim God’s message 

unadulterated gospel. Jesus commanded His disciples to go into the 

Monday Psalm 67

your attention onto the One worthy of our praise. Let everything 

Tuesday Mark 5:1-2, 6-7, 11-20
-

Jesus came into our lives. The demon-possessed man was changed 

deter you from loudly proclaiming what Jesus has done in your life.

Wednesday Acts 9:10-22

-
pend on others and to wholly follow the Lord’s guidance. This must 
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-

Thursday Isaiah 1:16-20

part of our faith. The Lord invited His people through the prophet 

to review arguments and engage in thought and discussion in order 

Friday 1 Peter 2:4-12
-

-

Undercover Christianity displeases God. Let our lights so shine so 
that men will see our good works and glorify God (Matthew 5:16).

Sabbath 1 Peter 3:8-17

-
geance for evil deeds committed against you. Peter urged his readers 
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Key Verse

doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong (1 
Peter 3:17).

Heart of the Lesson
Adhering to dominant norms is a safe and convenient way 

even at the risk of suffering.

Questions for Studying the Text

you feel when that happened? How were you tempted to 
respond?

 2. What kind of virtues and actions did Peter encourage in 

mark of a faithful life for a Christian?

 3. What did Peter say is the appropriate Christian response 

can you find to support this?

 4. Trace Peter’s teaching on suffering and persecution 

How does this relate to the circumstances of Peter’s audi-
ence? How does it relate to your circumstances today?

Where can we gain strength and encouragement to ac-
complish this?

-
titude toward suffering? Are there specific areas where 

 Study 1 Peter 3:8-17
 Background 1 Peter 3:8-17
 Devotional 2 Timothy 4:1-8
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Do You Like to Suffer?
Our natural reaction to suf-

fastest way to end it. We have 
an inherent desire to understand 

-
strated in some Psalms and in 

-

a great desire for it to stop so 
things can return to normal. The 

emotional unrest to the equation. 

doing good and may resolve not 
to do good anymore. They can 

the soul of the psalmist (Psalm 
-

line is that no matter the source 

The early Christians lived 
in difficult times. They went 

-
ten paid for their faith with their 
lives. Peter wrote this letter to 
encourage and comfort Jewish 
Christians living in Asia Minor 
(modern Turkey). He wanted 

of their suffering and opposi-

from the persecution they were 

was part of the Christian life. He 
reminded them that they were 

-

persecution or suffering they 

same mind/attitude as Christ 

if it leads to dying for Christ 
(Philippians 2:5).

Is it God’s Will?
Knowing what his readers 

Christians should live. He had 
presented his argument and now 
emphasized the importance of 
his conclusion with the word 

 Understanding and Living Joan Small
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comes with doing good. Peter 

gain an understanding of the pur-

them to develop an acceptance 
-

fering would ensure that other 
people would hear the gospel. 

humility on their minds. Peter 

evil for evil nor retaliate when 

While God does not initiate 

others the opportunity to turn to 
Christ and glorify God. How can 

world due to sin. Sin is the cause 

separates us from God (Romans 

that He causes all things to work 
together for our good (Romans 

can produce righteous actions 

-

control through the guidance of 

scope of God’s will for Christians 

Suffering Grows Faith.
Knowing that faith pleases 

-

do what is right and pleasing to 

not the praises of people. Peter 

the same mind as Christ. which 

heart as we allow the love of 

others. This mindset allows us 

have hope that the love of God is 
demonstrated in our lives. trans-
forming us to wrap us in other’s 

it easier to love and have com-
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Christianity. We are not called 
to please ourselves or others 

We are called to get rid of the 

we can value the challenge of suf-
fering and take the right attitude 

-

God can call for His purpose 

-

the wider circles and increase 
converts to the church of Christ. 

-
tion (Gospel Saturation comes 
to mind). When you are full of 

-

-
tions does God want to produce 

let Him do it?

Hints for Teaching
Lesson Goals

1. Comprehend how 
Christians are to react to 
suffering and challenges 
to their faith.

2. 
that Peter set forth as a 
response to suffering for 
the faith.

3. Defend the faith when 
facing suffering for 
Christ.

Teaching Activity
Have participants prepare 

3:8-17 through various creative 

music. Encourage them to share 

-

to share personal testimonies 
of times when they applied the 

giving a reason for our faith. 

participants can practically apply 
the teachings of 1 Peter 3:8-17 in 

communities. Encourage them to 
set personal goals for implement-
ing these principles.

Looking Forward
Peter has challenged us to a 

will inspire us to stand strong 
in the face of persecution.


