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Quick
Reference

Contacts: 
Conference Sessions Team/General Council: (608) 898-9588
Patty Petersen, Conferences Assistant/Registrar: (720) 320-3418

Campus Wi-fi:
Connect your computer or mobile device to the guest wireless
network by selecting CalvinGuest from the list of available wireless
networks. For troubleshooting, visit https://calvin.edu/offices-
services/information-technology/guests/wireless-access.

2026 Conference Offering:
Ready to make a difference? Simply scan the QR
code to give securely to the SDB General
Conference. Every gift helps support our shared
ministry, strengthen our churches, and advance the
work of the Conference. Thank you for your
generosity and partnership!

SDB Connect App:
We encourage all attendees to download the SDB
Connect App to access the schedule this week and
receive push notifications, and for year-round
information on the SDB community (Sabbath Recorder,
SDB news). See the QR code or
www.seventhdaybaptist.org/cs2026/.

2026 Conference Reports:
Available on the event website, www.seventhdaybaptist.org/cs2026/,
or pick up a paper copy at the Chapel.

*Display tables located in Hiemenga Hall

http://www.seventhdaybaptist.org/cs2026/
http://www.seventhdaybaptist.org/cs2026/


A Message
From Our
President

Ericessen Cooper
has been the Pastor
of the New York City
SDB Church for the
past 20 years

“Follow me, I will make you fishers of men” is
an invitation to living that obvious life with a
promise attached. It is all of us really seeking
to follow our Savior wholeheartedly, putting
him first in our lives and allowing him to take
control of all our aspirations, and our daily
lives. Allowing him to change us, as he guides
us in his way. The scriptures tell us that in all
our ways we should acknowledge him, and he
will direct our paths, and truthfully speaking it
is easier said than done. We have a misguided
feeling of being independent, so “checking in”
with God for things we feel we can do is a
waste of time. This shouldn’t be so, we need to
live submissive lives to our Savior (Luke 9;23),
and follow him completely, then he will work in
us to change us into “fishers of men”.

Jesus promised Peter and Andrew that he
would make them fishers of men, a clever
metaphorical play on words seeing that they
were fishermen. Jesus is making that same
promise to us today, no matter what our
profession, he is saying I will make you into
someone who will call others to me. 

That is our main responsibility for being followers
of Christ. The Great Commission is for all of us.
Jesus called us the salt of the earth; he told us to
let our light shine so that men would see our
good works and glorify God. You and I are God’s
masterpiece on display for the world to see and
want to know Him.

The apostle Paul said that he became all things
to all men, so that he might by all means save
some (I Cor. 9:22). Are we the salt of the earth?
Or have we lost our savor? Is our light shining
before men/women? Or has our light been
dimmed? If so, we need to look and see who we
are following. There are so many people who are
wandering and wondering right in our
neighborhoods, on our jobs, some right in our
churches, and even our homes. Are you and I
willing to come alongside them and be a friend, a
confidant, a sounding board, a shoulder for them
to lean on. Let’s be that person who will show
them that Jesus does care.

Welcome to Conference 2026! Thank you for
coming!!



IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR 
ALL ATTENDEES OF SDB CONFERENCE SESSIONS 2026

 
Welcome! The Conference Sessions Team is glad you’re here. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact US directly, NOT the Calvin University staff.
They have been instructed to redirect your concerns to us.

Conference Sessions Team/General Council: (608) 898-9588
Patty Petersen, Conferences Assistant/Registrar: (720) 320-3418

Expected Conduct. Please take a moment to read again the enclosed Expected
Conduct Statement (pg. 13). We’ll hold each other to these expectations as we
witness for Christ this week in Grand Rapids, MI.

As guests on campus, we are expected to comply with all normal traffic, parking,
building use, and personal conduct restrictions imposed upon the regular Calvin
University community, including:

No alcoholic beverages, liquor, illegal narcotics, or illegal drugs.
No smoking of any kind.
No animals (pets) are allowed on campus. (Only service animals.)
No weapons of any kind.

Conference Week photography. By attending Conference Sessions 2026, you agree to
allow the SDB General Conference to publish photos online and in print of your
image at any of the activities or in any of the Calvin University facilities. If you prefer
not to allow your image to be used, contact Jeremiah Owen
(jowen@seventhdaybaptist.org) to opt out.

Dining Hall. Regarding dietary needs, we count on individuals making their own best
decisions as they eat in the dining hall. Calvin University offers a variety of options
for your dining enjoyment. Attendees without a meal plan may purchase single
meals at the dining hall by debit/credit card.
 
Nursery/KidCon/MidCon/YouthCon. As the parent/guardian of a minor attending
these associated conference sessions, you must follow the check-in/check-out and/or
waiver policies of the associated conference the minor is attending. Please complete
any necessary paperwork before the first session. YouthCon, MidCon, KidCon, and
Nursery times are on the schedule. Also, please be courteous to our volunteer staff
and pick up children on time. 

Golf Carts. Please be mindful of the golf carts driving around campus (for your
safety) and walk if you are able, to allow those most in need to use the carts. Golf
carts are available before and after most events on the schedule. If you have mobility
issues, you may either need to be patient for rides or consider renting your own
mobility device.

Parking. Parking is free on campus, but please do not park in places where parking is
prohibited or reserved. There are also limited handicapped parking spaces near the
buildings and limited parking spaces period near the dorms.

Medical Issues. For any medical issues, we encourage you to bring any medication
needed and to seek treatment at a local medical facility. There will be no medical
personnel on campus in an official capacity. 

mailto:jowen@seventhdaybaptist.org


IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ON-CAMPUS GUESTS
Every on-campus guest staying in the residence halls and their visitors must abide

by these guidelines.
 
SWIPE CARD: Please do not lose your access card. The dormitories are locked at all
times. If you get locked out, contact the Conference Sessions Team.

BOX FANS: We are staying in residence halls without air conditioning. A box fan is
provided for each room. The fee for a broken or missing fan is $50.

SHARED BATHROOM: All rooms have a shared bathroom between two rooms (Jack
and Jill). Please introduce yourself to your neighbors and consider agreeing on a
schedule for using the bathroom in the early morning hours.

QUIET HOURS: From 10pm to 7am daily, no excessive noise is permitted. This
includes no talking in hallways and no audible music (such as instrumental, vocal, or
from a device). Quiet talking is permitted in public lounges (mixed gender) or
personal rooms with the doors closed (same gender or family only).

RULES: Rules for dormitory guests:
Beds should be left in place as is, not moved or stacked.
No decorating the dorm rooms, including hanging items on the walls or doors.
No alcohol or smoking is allowed anywhere on campus.
No weapons of any kind.
We follow all the rules of the campus (all signs, policies, etc.).
Only people assigned by the Conference Sessions Team to stay in the dorms may
stay there. Any empty beds or rooms are not for our use.
The University and the SDB Conference are not responsible for any loss of your
personal property or any damage to your personal property. 

LAUNDRY: There are free laundry facilities in the basement of each dorm. You
provide detergent, fabric softener, etc.

BASEMENT ROOMS: Calvin University is granting us the use of rooms that have a
Ping Pong table, pool table, lounge with couches and tables, and a TV area. Parents
and sponsors: supervise your children using these areas.

FITNESS CENTER: Those staying on campus may use the fitness center for $2 per
guest per date. Hours: Monday-Friday, 6-8:30 AM; 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM; and 3-6 PM.

CHECKOUT TIME on Sunday, July 26, is no later than 10am.
If you will be departing before Sunday morning, contact Patty Petersen for
checkout instructions.
Check your room carefully to be sure you have all your belongings when you
leave.
Trash will be collected from your room.
We will make an announcement regarding how to return your keys and access
cards. Remember, if you forget to turn in your key and access card, you will be
charged for them. $50 for a damaged or lost room key, $25 for a damaged or lost
swipe card.
Leave all linens (including towels) provided by Calvin University in the room
next to the bed on check-out.



Tuesday, July 21

10:00am - 1:00pm Memorial Board Meeting
Commons Annex Alumni
Board Room

1:00pm - 3:30pm General Council Meeting
Commons Annex Alumni
Board Room

1:30 - 9:00pm Arrivals Check-in Chapel Narthex

4:00 - 5:00pm
Meeting with Interest
Committee Chairs

Commons Annex Alumni
Board Room

4:00 - 5:00pm Choir Practice Chapel

4:30 - 6:00pm Dinner Commons Dining Hall

7:00 - 8:30pm

Worship
Leader: Frank Bernau 

Speaker: Andrew Camenga
Music: Julia Coleman

KidCon @ Nite

Nursery

Chapel

Chapel Undercroft           
Room 220
Chapel Undercroft 
Nursery Room

8:30pm Reception Chapel Undercroft

8:45pm
MidCon: Get to Know You

YouthCon: Get to Know You

Chapel Undercroft           
Room 214
Hekman Library Basement

9:00pm

Women’s Board Annual
Meeting & Women’s
Interest Committee

Young Adults (ages 18-25)

Hiemenga Hall Rm 316

Chapel Undercroft Rm 210

10:00pm - 7:00am Quiet Hours

Daily At-A-Glance



Wednesday, July 22

6:30am Morning Prayer Heyns Basement 
Study Room

7:00 - 7:45am Breakfast Commons Dining Hall

7:45am
Devotions
Worship: Reynolds Sisters 

Devo: Jasmine Lynch
Chapel

8:15 - 9:15am Ministry Reports Chapel

8:15 - 11:45am

Nursery
KidCon
MidCon
YouthCon

Chapel Undercroft
Nursery Room
Room 220
Room 214
Hekman Library Basement

9:15 - 11:45am
Business & Interest
Committees

Hiemenga Hall (committees &
room numbers below)*

11:45am -
1:15pm

Lunch Commons Dining Hall

12:00 - 1:00pm
Young Adult Bible Study (ages
18-25)

Commons Annex Alumni
Board Room

Reference & Counsel, Budget & Finance, Annual SDB
Conference Event

Rm 316

Christian Education, History, Communications Rm 331

Missions & Christian Social Action Rm 333

Church Development & Ministerial Interests Rm 323

*Conference Session Interest Committee Locations
Hiemenga Hall



Wednesday, July 22

1:30 - 4:30pm
Business/Committees
Nursery/KidCon/MidCon
YouthCon

Hiemenga Hall
Chapel Undercroft
Hekman Library Basement

4:30 - 5:30pm Choir Practice Chapel

5:00 - 6:30pm

Dinner

Youth Banquet (Mid/Youth
Con)

Commons Dining Hall

Meeter Center Lecture Hall
(3rd Floor Hekman Library)

7:00 - 8:30pm

Worship
Leader: James McCalip

Speaker: Deryck Thomas
Music: NYC Ensemble

Chapel

7:00 - 8:30pm KidCon@Nite
Nursery 

Chapel Undercroft

8:30pm Reception Commons Dining Hall

9:00 - 10:00pm Youth vs Pastors Basketball Hoogenboom Basketball 
Court

10:00pm -
7:00am

Quiet Hours

Thursday, July 23

6:30am Morning Prayer Heyns Basement 
Study Room

7:00 - 7:45am Breakfast Commons Dining Hall

7:45am
Devotions
Worship: Julia Coleman
Devo: Ralph Mackintosh

Chapel

8:15 - 11:45am Business Chapel

8:15 - 11:45am

Nursery
KidCon
MidCon
YouthCon

Chapel Undercroft 
Hekman Library Basement



Thursday, July 23
11:45am -
1:15pm

Lunch
Pastors & Spouses Luncheon

Commons Dining Hall
Commons Annex Lecture Hall

1:30 - 4:30pm

Nursery
KidCon

MidCon/YouthCon

Chapel Undercroft
Chapel Undercroft

Off Campus: Craig’s Cruisers

1:30 - 3:00pm Discipleship Seminar
Q Place

Chapel

3:15 - 4:30pm Evangelism Seminar
Nick Kersten

Chapel

5:00 - 6:30pm Dinner Commons Dining Hall

5:30 - 7:00pm Women’s Banquet Commons Annex Lecture Hall

7:00 - 8:30pm

Worship
Leader: Emerging Leaders

Speaker: Sydney Feldbauer
Music: Iglesia Cristiana BSD

Chapel

7:00 - 8:30pm
KidCon@Nite

Nursery
Chapel Undercroft

8:30pm Reception Commons Dining Hall

9:00 - 10:00 Game Night w/ Bill Probasco
w/ Youth & MidCon

Chapel

10:00pm -
7:00am

Quiet Hours



Friday, July 24
6:30am Morning Prayer Heyns Basement 

Study Room

7:00 - 7:45am Breakfast Commons Dining Hall

8:00 - 11:45am Nursery Chapel Undercroft          
Nursery Room

8:00 - 10:00am Gospel Feet Fun Run
Huizenga Tennis & Track
Center

10:00 - 10:30am
Devotions

Worship: Dave Stall
Devo: Bill Probasco

Chapel

10:30 - 11:45am Discipleship Seminar
Garfield Miller

Chapel

10:30 - 11:45am KidCon/MidCon/YouthCon
Chapel Undercroft/Hekman
Library Basement

11:45am -
1:15pm

Lunch Commons Dining Hall

12:00 - 1:00pm
Young Adult Bible Study 
(ages 18-25)
Nick Kersten

Commons Annex Alumni 
Board Room

1:30 - 2:45pm
What’s Happening in SDB
Church Planting?

Chapel

3:00 - 5:00pm Free Time

4:00 - 5:00pm Choir Practice Chapel

5:00 - 6:30pm Dinner Commons Dining Hall

7:00 - 8:30pm

Worship & Communion
Leader: Norman Fearon

Speaker: Scott Paulin
Music: Conference Choir
Communion: JR Shick

Chapel

10



Friday July 24

7:00 - 8:30pm Nursery Chapel Undercroft           
Nursery Room

8:30 - 10:00pm MidCon/YouthCon
Chapel Undercroft/Hekman
Library Basement

10pm - 7:00am Quiet Hours

Sabbath, July 25
7:00 - 8:30am Breakfast Commons Dining Hall

8:45 - 9:45am Sabbath School Locations TBD

10:00 - 11:30am

Worship
Leader: Dave Stall & Joan

Small
Speaker: Andrew Samuels

Music: Choir

Chapel

10 - 11:30am Nursery Chapel Undercroft           
Nursery Room

11:30 - 1:00pm Lunch Commons Dining Hall

2:00 - 2:30pm KidCon Program Chapel

2:45 - 4:15pm Awards/Recognitions Chapel

5:00 - 6:30pm Dinner Commons Dining Hall

7:00 - 8:30pm New President Installation Chapel

7:00 - 8:30pm Nursery Chapel Undercroft             
Nursery Room

8:30pm Reception Commons Dining Hall

8:30 - 10:00pm MidCon/YouthCon Chapel Undercroft/Hekman
Library Basement

10pm - 7:00am Quiet Hours

11



Sunday, July 26
7:00 - 8:30am Breakfast Commons Dining Hall

7:00 - 10:00am Check Out/Clean Up

President Ericessen Cooper

President-Elect Andrew Camenga

General Council
Steve Osborn, Helmer Umaña, Erin Inabnit, Maura Mazza, Russell
Johnson

Conference Directors
Carl Greene, Ronald Ochs, Jeremiah Owen, Nicholas Kersten, Andrew
Samuels, Lydia Solomon

Conference
Coordinating Team

Steve Osborn, Jeremiah Owen, Carl Greene, Lydia Solomon, Patty
Petersen, Maura Mazza

Conference Registrar Patty Petersen

Visuals Coordinator Joel Osborn

Audio Coordinator Allen Hauber

Stage Manager Dennis Coleman

Transportation
Coordinator

Haywood Floyd

Choir Director Randy Miller

Pianist Lora Sweeney

YouthCon Directors Deborah Bond & Valerie Probasco

MidCon Directors Marianna Mazza & Kaleb Wilson

KidCon Director Kristin Camenga

Nursery Director Angel Floyd

Recording Secretary Katy Bofinger

Credentials
Coordinator

Cindy Nadeau

Interest Committee
Chairs

Tom Davis, Joshua Michaels, Jeremy Evans, Cate Camenga, Lydia
Solomon, Debbie Bond, Phil Lawton

Parliamentarian Dr. Paul Davis

Conference Sessions Participants

12



Expected Conduct at Conference Sessions 2026
July 21-26, 2026

Calvin University - Grand Rapids, MI

1.We desire to maintain our witness for Christ. Part of this witness is our
ability to live as a community that considers others before ourselves.
Please be considerate and kind to all in your interactions, including
with the Conference Sessions Team and the college/university staff.

2.Local rules of the school and facility are binding on all who attend our
Conference Sessions unless changed by the Conference Sessions
Team or the General Council. This includes any public health
guidelines that may be in effect.

3.Any questions, concerns, or feedback regarding the program, facilities,
meals, lodging, schedule, etc., for our Conference Sessions should be
addressed to the Conference Sessions Team via the provided channels
in your welcome packet. Please do not contact the college/university
staff directly with complaints. College/University staff will only
address concerns with the Conference Sessions Team. 

4.All socializing between males and females (except those related to one
another) shall be limited to public areas or personal rooms with doors
open (except during quiet hours, when it may be done quietly in
public areas only).

5.Quiet hours are from 10 p.m. to 7 a.m. each night of our Conference
Sessions. During quiet hours, no excessive noise will be permitted.
This includes no talking in hallways and no music (such as
instrumental, vocal, or from a device) will be permitted except when
used with personal headphones. Quiet talking will be permitted in
public lounges (mixed gender) or personal rooms with the doors
closed (same gender or family only).

6.A Disciplinary Council shall be established before our Conference
Sessions convene. The Disciplinary Council shall deal with behavioral
issues and infractions of our guidelines. Discipline will match the
offense and could include being asked to leave the event with no
refund. 

7.All unmarried minors (under 18 years old) will need to have their own
parent(s) or a sponsor over 25 years of age attend the Conference
Sessions. Parents or sponsors will assume full responsibility for the
conduct and actions of their minors. 
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